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By Mr. HAGEL (for himself, Mr. 

LUGAR, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 
S. Res. 417. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate that the United States 
should expand trade opportunities with Mon-
golia and initiate negotiations to enter into 
a free trade agreement with Mongolia; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BIDEN: 
S. Res. 418. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the Senate regarding provocative 
and dangerous statements made by officials 
of the Government of the Russian Federation 
concerning the territorial integrity of the 
Republic of Georgia; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON): 
S. Con. Res. 63. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of the Congress regarding 
the need for additional research into the 
chronic neurological condition hydro-
cephalus, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. Con. Res. 64. A concurrent resolution 
commending the Alaksa Army National 
Guard for its service to the State of Alaska 
and the citizens of the United States; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 38 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 38, a bill to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to establish a pro-
gram for the provision of readjustment 
and mental health services to veterans 
who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 261 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 261, a bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to strengthen pro-
hibitions against animal fighting, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 329 

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 329, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide coverage for cardiac rehabilita-
tion and pulmonary rehabilitation 
services. 

S. 453 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 453, a bill to prohibit deceptive 
practices in Federal elections. 

S. 596 

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 596, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
provide for the regulation of Internet 
pharmacies. 

S. 714 

At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 

S. 714, a bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to ensure that all dogs and 
cats used by research facilities are ob-
tained legally. 

S. 755 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 755, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to re-
quire States to provide diabetes screen-
ing tests under the Medicaid program 
for adult enrollees with diabetes risk 
factors, to ensure that States offer a 
comprehensive package of benefits 
under that program for individuals 
with diabetes, and for other purposes. 

S. 860 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 860, a bill to amend title 
XIX of the Social Security Act to per-
mit States the option to provide Med-
icaid coverage for low-income individ-
uals infected with HIV. 

S. 897 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 897, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide more help to Alzheimer’s disease 
caregivers. 

S. 911 

At the request of Mr. REED, the name 
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
911, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to advance medical re-
search and treatments into pediatric 
cancers, ensure patients and families 
have access to the current treatments 
and information regarding pediatric 
cancers, establish a population-based 
national childhood cancer database, 
and promote public awareness of pedi-
atric cancers. 

S. 1141 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1141, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow em-
ployees not covered by qualified retire-
ment plans to save for retirement 
through automatic payroll deposit 
IRAs, to facilitate similar saving by 
the self-employed, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1310 

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1310, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for an extension of increased 
payments for ground ambulance serv-
ices under the Medicare program. 

S. 1466 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1466, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude prop-
erty tax rebates and other benefits pro-

vided to volunteer firefighters, search 
and rescue personnel, and emergency 
medical responders from income and 
employment taxes and wage with-
holding. 

S. 1593 
At the request of Mr. BAYH, his name 

was added as a cosponsor of S. 1593, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide tax relief and 
protections to military personnel, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) and the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1661, a 
bill to communicate United States 
travel policies and improve marketing 
and other activities designed to in-
crease travel in the United States from 
abroad. 

S. 1771 
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1771, a bill to increase the safety of 
swimming pools and spas by requiring 
the use of proper anti-entrapment 
drain covers and pool and spa drainage 
systems, to educate the public about 
pool and spa safety, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1981 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
SALAZAR) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1981, a bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
regarding environmental education, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2042 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2042, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to conduct activities to rapidly ad-
vance treatments for spinal muscular 
atrophy, neuromuscular disease, and 
other pediatric diseases, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2058 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2058, a bill to amend the 
Commodity Exchange Act to close the 
Enron loophole, prevent price manipu-
lation and excessive speculation in the 
trading of energy commodities, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2059 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2059, a bill to amend the 
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 
to clarify the eligibility requirements 
with respect to airline flight crews. 

S. 2119 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2119, a bill to require the 
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Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of veterans 
who became disabled for life while 
serving in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

S. 2209 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2209, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives to improve America’s research 
competitiveness, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2279 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2279, a bill to combat inter-
national violence against women and 
girls. 

S. 2324 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the name of the Senator from Iowa 
(Mr. GRASSLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2324, a bill to amend the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 
App.) to enhance the Offices of the In-
spectors General, to create a Council of 
the Inspectors General on Integrity 
and Efficiency, and for other purposes. 

S. 2332 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2332, a bill to promote trans-
parency in the adoption of new media 
ownership rules by the Federal Com-
munications Commission, and to estab-
lish an independent panel to make rec-
ommendations on how to increase the 
representation of women and minori-
ties in broadcast media ownership. 

S. 2425 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) and the Senator from 
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2425, a bill to require 
the Secretary of Transportation and 
the Secretary of Commerce to submit 
reports to Congress on the commercial 
and passenger vehicle traffic at certain 
points of entry, and for other purposes. 

S. 2431 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. DODD) and the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2431, a 
bill to address emergency shortages in 
food banks. 

S. 2478 
At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2478, a bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 59 Colby Corner in East Hamp-
stead, New Hampshire, as the ‘‘Captain 
Jonathan D. Grassbaugh Post Office’’. 

S. 2510 
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-

sponsor of S. 2510, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
revised standards for quality assurance 
in screening and evaluation of 
gynecologic cytology preparations, and 
for other purposes. 

S. RES. 389 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 389, a resolution commemorating 
the 25th Anniversary of the United 
States Air Force Space Command 
headquartered at Peterson Air Force 
Base, Colorado. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. INHOFE: 
S. 11. A bill to provide liability pro-

tection to volunteer pilot nonprofit or-
ganizations that fly for public benefit 
and to the pilots and staff of such non-
profit organizations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, as one of 
the Senate’s commercially licensed pi-
lots, I rise to talk about an issue near 
and dear to my heart—flying. As many 
in this Chamber know, I love flying and 
have flown thousands of hours, at-
tended the well-known AirVenture 
aviation event in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
each year, and even recreated Wiley 
Post’s trip around the world. I have re-
ceived notable recognition for this be-
loved hobby. 

Today, I am here to acknowledge a 
group of people who share my love of 
flying—volunteer pilots. Non-profit, 
charitable associations called Volun-
teer Pilot Organizations, VPOs, provide 
the resources to help these self-sacri-
ficing men and women serve people in 
need. 

There are approximately 40 to 50 
VPO’s in the United States ranging 
from small, local groups to large, na-
tional associations. Air Charity Net-
work, ACN, is the Nation’s largest VPO 
and has seven member organizations 
that collectively serve the entire coun-
try and perform about 90 percent of all 
charitable aviation missions in the 
U.S. ACN’s volunteer pilots provide 
free air transportation for people in 
need of specialized medical treatment 
at distant locations due to family, 
community or national crises. They 
also step in when commercial air serv-
ice is not available with middle-of-the- 
night organ transplant patient flights, 
disaster response missions evacuating 
special needs patients, and transport of 
blood or blood products in emergencies. 

ACN and its more than 8,000 volun-
teer pilots use their own planes, pay 
for their own fuel, and even take time 
from their ‘‘day’’ jobs to serve people 
in need. These Good Samaritans will 
provide charitable flights for an esti-
mated 24,000 patients this year alone 
and their safety record is phenomenal. 
In their more than 30 years of service, 
the pilots of ACN have flown over 
250,000 missions covering over 80 mil-
lion miles and have never had a fatal 
accident. 

Following the September 11 terrorist 
attacks, ACN aircraft were the first to 
be approved to fly in disaster-response 
teams and supplies. Similarly, in 2005, 
ACN pilots flew over 2,600 missions 
after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, re-
uniting families torn apart by the dis-
aster and relocating them to safe hous-
ing. Their service was invaluable to the 
thousands of people they saved during 
these national crises. 

Despite this goodwill, there is a loop-
hole in the law that subjects these he-
roes and charitable organizations to 
frivolous, costly lawsuits. Currently, 
although volunteer pilots are required 
to carry liability insurance, if they 
have an accident, the injured party can 
sue for any amount of money—the sky 
is the limit. It would be up to a jury to 
decide on an amount. If that amount is 
higher than the liability limit on a pi-
lot’s insurance, then the pilot is at risk 
of losing their personal investments, 
home, business and other assets, poten-
tially bringing them financial ruin. 

Additionally, the cost of insurance 
and lack of available non-owned air-
craft liability insurance for organiza-
tions since the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11 prevents VPOs from acquir-
ing liability protection for their orga-
nizations, boards, and staff. Without 
this insurance, if a volunteer pilot were 
to have an accident using his or her 
own aircraft, everyone connected to 
the organization could be subject to a 
costly lawsuit, despite the fact that 
none of those people were directly in-
volved with the dispatch of the flight, 
the pilot’s decisions, or the aircraft 
itself. 

Exposure to this type of risk makes 
it difficult for these organizations to 
recruit and retain volunteer pilots and 
professional staff. It also makes refer-
ring medical professionals such as hos-
pitals, doctors, nurses, social workers, 
and disaster agencies like the Amer-
ican Red Cross, less likely to tell pa-
tients or evacuees that charitable med-
ical air transportation is available for 
fear of a liability suit against them. In-
stead of focusing on serving people 
with medical needs, these organiza-
tions are spending considerable time 
and resources averting a lawsuit and 
recruiting volunteers. 

This is why today I am introducing 
the Volunteer Pilot Organization Pro-
tection Act of 2007, which I cosponsored 
in the last two Congresses, to help 
close this costly loophole. My bill 
amends the Volunteer Protection Act 
of 1997, VPA, which was intended to in-
crease volunteerism in the United 
States, to include groups such as ACN 
and the American Red Cross in the list 
of types of organizations that are cur-
rently exempt from liability. More spe-
cifically, it will protect volunteer pilot 
organizations, their boards, paid staff 
and non-flying volunteers from liabil-
ity should there be an accident. It will 
also provide liability protection for in-
dividual volunteer pilots over and 
above the liability insurance that they 
are currently required to carry, as well 
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