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United States, have shaped the history of 
Europe from World War II, the Cold War, Op-
eration Deliberate Force, and Operation Al-
lied Force to today’s operations, and secured 
stability and ensured freedom’s future in the 
Europe, Africa, and Southwest Asia; 

Whereas, for 17 consecutive years begin-
ning with 1990, Airmen have been engaged in 
full-time combat operations ranging from 
Desert Shield to Iraqi Freedom, and have 
shown themselves to be an expeditionary air 
and space force of outstanding capability 
ready to fight and win wars of the United 
States when and where Airmen are called 
upon to do so; 

Whereas the USAF is steadfast in its com-
mitment to field a world-class, expeditionary 
air force by recruiting, training, and edu-
cating its Total Force of active duty, Air Na-
tional Guard, Air Force Reserve, and civilian 
personnel; 

Whereas the USAF is a steward of re-
sources, developing and applying technology, 
managing acquisition programs, and main-
taining test, evaluation, and sustainment 
criteria for all USAF weapon systems 
throughout such weapon systems’ life cycles; 

Whereas, when terrorists attacked the 
United States on September 11, 2001, USAF 
fighter and air refueling aircraft took to the 
skies to fly combat air patrols over major 
United States cities and protect families, 
friends, and neighbors of people of the United 
States from further attack; 

Whereas, on December 7, 2005, the USAF 
modified its mission statement to include 
flying and fighting in cyberspace and 
prioritized the development, maintenance, 
and sustainment of war fighting capabilities 
to deliver unrestricted access to cyberspace 
and defend the United States and its global 
interests; 

Whereas Airmen around the world are com-
mitted to fighting and winning the Global 
War on Terror and have flown more than 
430,000 sorties to precisely target and engage 
insurgents who attempt to violently disrupt 
rebuilding in Iraq and Afghanistan; 

Whereas talented and dedicated Airmen 
will meet the future challenges of an ever- 
changing world with strength and resolve; 

Whereas the USAF, together with its joint 
partners, will continue to be the United 
States’ leading edge in the ongoing fight to 
ensure the safety and security of the United 
States; and 

Whereas during the past 60 years, the 
USAF has repeatedly proved its value to the 
Nation, fulfilling its critical role in national 
defense, and protecting peace, liberty, and 
freedom throughout the world: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That the Senate re-
members, honors, and commends the 
achievements of the United States Air Force 
in serving and defending the United States 
on the 60th anniversary of the creation of the 
United States Air Force as an independent 
military service. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 59—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS THAT 
JOINT CUSTODY LAWS FOR FIT 
PARENTS SHOULD BE PASSED 
BY EACH STATE, SO THAT MORE 
CHILDREN ARE RAISED WITH 
THE BENEFITS OF HAVING A FA-
THER AND A MOTHER IN THEIR 
LIVES 

Mr. AKAKA submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. CON. RES. 59 

Whereas, in approximately 84 percent of 
the cases where a parent is absent, that par-
ent is the father; 

Whereas, if current trends continue, half of 
all children born today will live apart from 
one of their parents, usually their father, at 
some point before they turn 18 years old; 

Whereas when families (whether intact or 
with a parent absent) are living in poverty, 
a significant factor is often the father’s lack 
of job skills; 

Whereas committed and responsible father-
ing during infancy and early childhood con-
tributes to the development of emotional se-
curity, curiosity, and math and verbal skills; 

Whereas an estimated 19,400,000 children 
(27 percent) live apart from their biological 
fathers; 

Whereas 40 percent of the children under 
age 18 not living with their biological fathers 
had not seen their fathers even once in the 
past 12 months, according to national survey 
data; 

Whereas single parents are to be com-
mended for the tremendous job that they do 
with their children; 

Whereas the United States needs to en-
courage responsible parenting by both fa-
thers and mothers, whenever possible; 

Whereas the United States needs to en-
courage both parents, as well as extended 
families, to be actively involved in children’s 
lives; 

Whereas a way to encourage active in-
volvement is to encourage joint custody and 
shared parenting; 

Whereas the American Bar Association 
found in 1997 that 19 States plus the District 
of Columbia had some form of presumption 
for joint custody, either legal, physical, or 
both, and by 2006, 13 additional States had 
added some form of presumption, bringing 
the current total to 32 States plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia; 

Whereas data from the Census Bureau 
shows a correlation between joint custody 
and shared parenting and a higher rate of 
payment of child support; 

Whereas social science literature shows 
that a higher proportion of children from in-
tact families with 2 parents in the home are 
well adjusted, and research also shows that 
for children of divorced, separated, and never 
married parents, joint custody is strongly 
associated with positive outcomes for chil-
dren on important measures of adjustment 
and well being; and 

Whereas research by the Department of 
Health and Human Services shows that the 
States with the highest amount of joint cus-
tody subsequently had the lowest divorce 
rate: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of the Congress that joint custody laws for 
fit parents should be passed by each State, so 
that more children are raised with the bene-
fits of having a father and a mother in their 
lives. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise 
today to submit legislation expressing 
the sense of the Congress that States 
should enact joint custody laws for fit 
parents, so that more children are 
raised with the benefit of having both 
parents in their lives. 

One of the most significant problems 
facing our Nation today is the number 
of children being raised without the 
love and support of both parents. Even 
if it is not possible for the parents to 
remain in a committed partnership, it 
is important that, when possible, each 
parent, as well as their extended fami-

lies, have every opportunity to play an 
active role in their children’s life. A 
number of recent studies have sug-
gested that children greatly benefit 
from joint custody or shared parenting 
arrangements. In my own home State 
of Hawaii, it is a way of life to have our 
keiki, or children, raised and nurtured 
by the extended family, and we have 
seen how our children flourish when 
the responsibility of child rearing is 
shared. 

This Nation’s children are our most 
vital resource, and every effort should 
be made to ensure that they receive 
the guidance and encouragement they 
need to thrive. I urge States to pass 
joint custody laws for fit parents so all 
children can be raised within the ex-
tended embrace of both parents and 
their families. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 60—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING 
TO NEGOTIATING A FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND TAIWAN 
Mr. BAUCUS (for himself and Mr. 

KYL) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance: 

S. CON. RES. 60 
Whereas for more than 50 years a close bi-

lateral relationship has existed between the 
United States and Taiwan as evidenced by 
the Taiwan Relations Act; 

Whereas on January 1, 2002, Taiwan was 
admitted to the World Trade Organization, 
which has resulted in a reduction in duties 
for foreign goods and an increase in market 
access for foreign investment; 

Whereas a 2002 United States International 
Trade Commission report found that exports 
by some sectors of the United States econ-
omy would increase significantly if the 
United States entered into a free trade 
agreement with Taiwan; 

Whereas bilateral trade between Taiwan 
and the United States was $57,000,000,000 in 
2005 and $61,000,000,000 in 2006; 

Whereas Taiwan ranks as the 9th largest 
trading partner of the United States and the 
11th largest export market for United States 
goods; 

Whereas Taiwan is the 6th largest market 
for United States agricultural products, the 
3rd largest buyer of United States corn, the 
4th largest buyer of United States soybeans, 
the 5th largest buyer of United States beef, 
and the 6th largest buyer of United States 
wheat; 

Whereas the United States is an important 
supplier of electrical machinery and appli-
ances, aircraft, scientific instruments, and 
chemical products to Taiwan; 

Whereas increasing exports to large and 
commercially significant economies in Asia 
is a critical part of reducing the United 
States trade deficit; 

Whereas Taiwan, as a democracy and free 
market economy, shares with the United 
States principles and values that provide a 
strong foundation for open, fair, and mutu-
ally beneficial trade relations; and 

Whereas maintaining and strengthening a 
robust trade relationship with Taiwan is of 
economic significance to the United States: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that the United States should in-
crease trade opportunities with Taiwan and 
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should launch negotiations for a free trade 
agreement with Taiwan. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 61—PROVIDING FOR A CON-
DITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR RE-
CESS OF THE SENATE, AND A 
CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was: 

S. CON. RES. 61 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate adjourns on any day from Tuesday, De-
cember 18, 2007, through Monday, December 
31, 2007, on a motion offered pursuant to this 
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader 
or his designee, it stand adjourned sine die, 
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant 
to section 3 of this concurrent resolution; 
and that when the House adjourns on any 
legislative day from Tuesday, December 18, 
2007, through Saturday, December 22, 2007, on 
a motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned sine die, or until 
the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of this concurrent resolution. 

SEC. 2. When the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on Thursday, January 3, 2008, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it shall stand recessed or adjourned 
until noon on Tuesday, January 22, 2008, or 
such other time on that day as may be speci-
fied in the motion to recess or adjourn, or 
until the time of any reassembly pursuant to 
section 3 of this concurrent resolution, 
whichever occurs first; and when the House 
adjourns on the legislative day of Thursday, 
January 3, 2008, on a motion offered pursuant 
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority 
Leader or his designee, it shall stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Tuesday, 
January 15, 2008, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution; whichever occurs first. 

SEC. 3. The Majority Leader of the Senate 
and the Speaker of the House, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointIy after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
Senate and the Minority Leader of the 
House, shall notify Members of the Senate 
and the House, respectively, to reassemble at 
such a place and time as they may designate 
if, in their opinion, the public interest shall 
warrant it. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 62—TO CORRECT THE EN-
ROLLMENT OF H.R. 660 

Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. SPEC-
TER, and Mr. KYL) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was: 

S. CON. RES. 62 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That in the enroll-
ment of H.R. 660, an Act to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to protect judges, pros-
ecutors, witnesses, victims, and their family 
members, and for other purposes, the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives shall strike 
section 502 of the Act and insert the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 502. MAGISTRATE JUDGES LIFE INSUR-

ANCE. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 604(a)(5) of title 28, 

United States Code, is amended by inserting 

after ‘hold office during good behavior’, the fol-
lowing: ‘magistrate judges appointed under sec-
tion 631 of this title,’. 

‘‘(b) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of con-
struing and applying chapter 87 of title 5, 
United States Code, including any adjustment 
of insurance rates by regulation or otherwise, 
the following categories of judicial officers shall 
be deemed to be judges of the United States as 
described under section 8701 of title 5, United 
States Code: 

‘‘(1) Magistrate judges appointed under sec-
tion 631 of title 28, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) Magistrate judges retired under section 
377 of title 28, United States Code. 

‘‘(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (b) and the 
amendment made by subsection (a) shall apply 
with respect to any payment made on or after 
the first day of the first applicable pay period 
beginning on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act.’’. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3870. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
2764, making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and re-
lated programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3871. Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr. 
GREGG) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2764, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3872. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 2764, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 3873. Mr. WARNER (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GREGG, Mr. LEAHY, 
Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. BARRASSO, and Mr. 
VOINOVICH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
2764, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3874. Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
COCHRAN, and Mr. WARNER) proposed an 
amendment to the bill H.R. 2764, supra. 

SA 3875. Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. DODD, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. BROWN, and 
Mrs. CLINTON) proposed an amendment to 
amendment SA 3874 proposed by Mr. MCCON-
NELL (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr. 
WARNER) to the bill H.R. 2764, supra. 

SA 3876. Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. HAGEL, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. 
REID, and Mr. SALAZAR) proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 3874 proposed by 
MCCONNELL (for himself, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr. 
WARNER) to the bill H.R. 2764, supra. 

SA 3877. Mr. REID proposed an amendment 
to the bill H.R. 2764, supra. 

SA 3878. Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. 
SUNUNU, Mr. DODD, Mr. GREGG, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. REED, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 
2764, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 3879. Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
WARNER, Ms. MIKULSKI, and Mr. WEBB) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 2764, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3880. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. BIDEN) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 279, expressing the sense of the Senate 

regarding the 125th anniversary of the 1882 
Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce and 
Navigation between the Kingdom of Chosun 
(Korea) and the United States. 

SA 3881. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. NELSON of 
Florida) proposed an amendment to the con-
current resolution S. Con. Res. 53, con-
demning the kidnapping and hostage-taking 
of 3 United States citizens for over 4 years by 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colom-
bia (FARC), and demanding their immediate 
and unconditional release. 

SA 3882. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. FEINGOLD) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2135, to 
prohibit the recruitment or use of child sol-
diers, to designate persons who recruit or use 
child soldiers as inadmissible aliens, to allow 
the deportation of persons who recruit or use 
child soldiers, and for other purposes. 

SA 3883. Mr. PRYOR (for Mr. BIDEN) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 279, expressing the sense of the Senate 
regarding the 125th anniversary of the 1882 
Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce and 
Navigation between the Kingdom of Chosun 
(Korea) and the United States. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 3870. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself 

and Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2764, making ap-
propriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

In division C, strike section 134. 

SA 3871. Mr. BURR (for himself and 
Mr. GREGG) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2764, making appropriations 
for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 806, line 16, strike ‘‘$666,087,000’’ 
and insert ‘‘$751,087,000’’. 

On page 806, line 20, strike ‘‘$103,921,000’’ 
and insert ‘‘$188,921,000’’. 

On page 822, between lines 18 and 19, insert 
the following: 

SEC. ll. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this Act, amounts appropriated in 
this Act for the administration and related 
expenses for the departmental management 
of the Department of Labor, the Department 
of Health and Human Services, and the De-
partment of Education shall be reduced by a 
pro rata percentage required to reduce the 
total amount appropriated in this Act by 
$85,000,000. 

SA 3872. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2764, making ap-
propriations for the Department of 
State, foreign operations, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

In the mater under the heading ‘‘NUCLEAR 
ENERGY’’ of title III of division C, strike ‘‘: 
Provided, That $233,849,000 is authorized to be 
appropriated for Project 99–D–143 Mixed 
Oxide (MOX) Fuel Fabrication Facility, Sa-
vannah River Site, South Carolina: Provided 
further, That the Department of Energy ad-
here strictly to Department of Energy Order 
413.3A for Project 99–D–143’’. 
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