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COMMITTEE ON RULES AND AD-

MINISTRATION RULES OF PRO-
CEDURE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that pursuant 
to paragraph 2 of rule XXVI of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, the 
Rules of Procedure of the Committee 
on Rules and Administration, adopted 
on January 31, 2007, be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
RULES OF PROCEDURE—UNITED STATES 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON RULES AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

TITLE I—MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
1. The regular meeting dates of the Com-

mittee shall be the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month, at 10 a.m. in 
room SR–301, Russell Senate Office Building. 
Additional meetings of the Committee may 
be called by the Chairman as she may deem 
necessary or pursuant to the provision of 
paragraph 3 of Rule XXVI of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate. 

2. Meetings of the committee, including 
meetings to conduct hearings, shall be open 
to the public, except that a meeting or series 
of meetings by the committee on the same 
subject for a period of no more than 14 cal-
endar days may be closed to the public on a 
motion made and seconded to go into closed 
session to discuss only whether the matters 
enumerated in subparagraphs (A) through 
(F) would require the meeting to be closed 
followed immediately by a recorded vote in 
open session by a majority of the Members of 
the committee when it is determined that 
the matters to be discussed or the testimony 
to be taken at such meeting or meetings: 

A. will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

B. will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure; 

C. will tend to charge an individual with 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public 
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

D. will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; 

E. will disclose information relating to the 
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given 
person if: 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 

F. may divulge matters required to be kept 
confidential under the provisions of law or 
Government regulations. (Paragraph 5(b) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

3. Written notices of committee meetings 
will normally be sent by the committee’s 
staff director to all Members of the com-
mittee at least a week in advance. In addi-
tion, the committee staff will telephone or e- 

mail reminders of committee meetings to all 
Members of the committee or to the appro-
priate assistants in their offices. 

4. A copy of the committee’s intended 
agenda enumerating separate items of legis-
lative business and committee business will 
normally be sent to all Members of the com-
mittee and released to the public at least 1 
day in advance of all meetings. This does not 
preclude any Member of the committee from 
discussing appropriate non-agenda topics. 

5. After the Chairman and the Ranking Mi-
nority Member, speaking order shall be 
based on order of arrival, alternating be-
tween Majority and Minority Members, un-
less otherwise directed by the Chairman. 

6. Any witness who is to appear before the 
committee in any hearing shall file with the 
clerk of the committee at least 3 business 
days before the date of his or her appearance, 
a written statement of his or her proposed 
testimony and an executive summary there-
of, in such form as the chairman may direct, 
unless the Chairman and the Ranking Minor-
ity Member waive such requirement for good 
cause. 

7. In general, testimony will be restricted 
to 5 minutes for each witness. The time may 
be extended by the Chairman, upon the 
Chair’s own direction or at the request of a 
Member. Each round of questions by Mem-
bers will also be limited to 5 minutes. 

TITLE II—QUORUMS 
1. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of rule 

XXVI of the Standing Rules, a majority of 
the Members of the committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of legisla-
tive measures. 

2. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of rule 
XXVI of the Standing Rules, one-third of the 
Members of the committee shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, in-
cluding action on amendments to measures 
prior to voting to report the measure to the 
Senate. 

3. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of rule 
XXVI of the Standing Rules, 2 Members of 
the committee shall constitute a quorum for 
the purpose of taking testimony under oath 
and 1 Member of the committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the purpose of taking 
testimony not under oath; provided, how-
ever, that in either instance, once a quorum 
is established, any one Member can continue 
to take such testimony. 

4. Under no circumstances may proxies be 
considered for the establishment of a 
quorum. 

TITLE III—VOTING 
1. Voting in the committee on any issue 

will normally be by voice vote. 
2. If a third of the Members present so de-

mand a roll call vote instead of a voice vote, 
a record vote will be taken on any question 
by roll call. 

3. The results of roll call votes taken in 
any meeting upon any measure, or any 
amendment thereto, shall be stated in the 
committee report on that measure unless 
previously announced by the committee, and 
such report or announcement shall include a 
tabulation of the votes cast in favor of and 
the votes cast in opposition to each such 
measure and amendment by each Member of 
the committee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

4. Proxy voting shall be allowed on all 
measures and matters before the committee. 
However, the vote of the committee to re-
port a measure or matter shall require the 
concurrence of a majority of the Members of 
the committee who are physically present at 
the time of the vote. Proxies will be allowed 
in such cases solely for the purpose of re-
cording a Member’s position on the question 
and then only in those instances when the 
absentee committee Member has been in-

formed of the question and has affirmatively 
requested that he be recorded. (Paragraph 
7(a) (3) of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

TITLE IV—AMENDMENTS 
1. Provided at least five business days’ no-

tice of the agenda is given, and the text of 
the proposed bill or resolution has been made 
available at least five business calendar days 
in advance, it shall not be in order for the 
Committee to consider any amendment in 
the first degree proposed to any measure 
under consideration by the Committee un-
less such amendment has been delivered to 
the office of the Committee and circulated 
via e-mail to each of the offices by at least 
5:00 PM the day prior to the scheduled start 
of the meeting. 

2. In the event the Chairman introduces a 
substitute amendment or a Chairman’s 
mark, the requirements set forth in Para-
graph 1 of this Title shall be considered 
waived unless such substitute amendment or 
Chairman’s mark has been made available at 
least five business days in advance of the 
scheduled meeting. 

3. It shall be in order, without prior notice, 
for a Member to offer a motion to strike a 
single section of any bill, resolution, or 
amendment under consideration. 

4. This section of the rule may be waived 
by agreement of the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member. 

TITLE V—DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

1. The Chairman is authorized to sign her-
self or by delegation all necessary vouchers 
and routine papers for which the commit-
tee’s approval is required and to decide in 
the committee’s behalf all routine business. 

2. The Chairman is authorized to engage 
commercial reporters for the preparation of 
transcripts of committee meetings and hear-
ings. 

3. The Chairman is authorized to issue, in 
behalf of the committee, regulations nor-
mally promulgated by the committee at the 
beginning of each session. 
TITLE VI—DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN AND RANKING MINOR-
ITY MEMBER 
The Chairman and Ranking Minority Mem-

ber, acting jointly, are authorized to approve 
on behalf of the committee any rule or regu-
lation for which the committee’s approval is 
required, provided advance notice of their in-
tention to do so is given to Members of the 
committee. 

f 

GANG ABATEMENT AND 
PREVENTION ACT 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the Gang Abate-
ment and Prevention Act, introduced 
by Senator FEINSTEIN. Before dis-
cussing the details of this bill, I want 
to state how pleased I am that it has 
such broad bipartisan support. With 13 
sponsors, 7 Democrats and 6 Repub-
licans, I am hopeful that this bill can 
move quickly through Congress. 

Gang-related violence is on the rise, 
in Colorado and throughout the Na-
tion. Just by way of example: accord-
ing to the Colorado Bureau of Inves-
tigation, Denver is home to roughly 
12,470 gang members, who are affiliated 
with 110 gangs. Nationwide, there are 
roughly 730,000 gang members. Since 
1999 the number of crimes investigated 
by the Denver gang unit has risen 35 
percent; gang members were respon-
sible for fully 35 percent of Denver’s 
firearm-related homicides; 
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As these statistics show, gang vio-

lence is still a serious problem—and we 
in Congress have an obligation to re-
spond. This bill is a good first-step, be-
cause it focuses on four key pillars of 
effective law enforcement policy: pre-
vention; investigation and prosecution; 
firm and just penalties; and effective 
law enforcement training. 

On prevention, the bill would author-
ize $250 million for intervention pro-
grams focused on at-risk youth. These 
funds would be administered through a 
new High Intensity Interstate Gang 
Activity Area program, or HIGAA, 
which would be designed to facilitate 
cooperation between Federal, State, 
and local law enforcement in identi-
fying, targeting, and eliminating vio-
lent gangs. 

I have firsthand experience with the 
effectiveness of multijurisdictional law 
enforcement efforts: the Rocky Moun-
tain High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Area program, and the various local 
multijurisdictional drug task forces in 
Colorado, have successfully leveraged 
Federal, State, and local resources to 
fight crime. I support applying this 
model to the fight against gangs. 

On the investigation and prosecution 
front, I am pleased that the bill would 
increase funding for the Justice De-
partment, Federal prosecutors, and 
FBI agents to coordinate Federal en-
forcement against violent gangs. 

In regards to penalties for gang-re-
lated activity, this bill takes a sensible 
approach. It would replace the current 
sentencing enhancement for gang-re-
lated conduct with a new Federal 
antigang law that directly criminalizes 
gang crimes—and related conspiracies 
and attempts to commit crimes in fur-
therance of a criminal gang. The bill 
would also create new Federal offenses 
prohibiting the recruitment of minors 
into a criminal gang. 

Finally, the bill would authorize $3– 
$5 million per year for the creation of 
a national gang violence prevention 
training center and clearinghouse, 
which would assist local law 
enforcment with training and the im-
plementation of effective gang violence 
prevention models. Since my time as 
attorney general, I have been acutely 
aware of the importance of effective 
law enforcement training—and I am 
pleased that this bill contains provi-
sions which would directly address this 
important issue. 

This is a sensible, comprehensive 
bill. By focusing on prevention, inves-
tigation, prosecution, punishment, and 
training, I am hopeful that it will give 
our law enforcement agencies—Fed-
eral, State, and local—the resources 
they need to effectively fight the 
growth of gangs and gang activity. 

f 

PASSAGE OF FAIR MINIMUM WAGE 
ACT OF 2007 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, this 
momentous achievement that helps so 
many millions of Americans would not 
have been possible without the dedica-
tion and hard work of our staff. 

Of my own staff, I want to give a spe-
cial thank you to Lauren McGarity for 
her strong commitment, her deep 
knowledge, and her hard work on this 
issue over many months. Lauren, you 
have really made a difference. 

I thank Portia Wu for her help and 
leadership and especially her able work 
over the past 2 weeks in handling the 
many amendments to this legislation. 

Thanks also to Missy Rohrbach for 
helping us manage the floor schedule 
and for all she does so well. 

Thanks, too, to Jonathan 
McCracken, Jeff Teitz, Dave Ryan, Es-
ther Olavarria, and Laura Capps. 

As always, I am grateful also for the 
leadership of Michael Myers, who has 
been with me for many years as staff 
director of our HELP Committee. 

But above all my special thanks go 
to Holly Fechner, my chief labor coun-
sel. This momentous vote is a tribute 
to her—to her skill, professionalism, 
and deep dedication to those who are 
the backbone of this country. Working 
men and women in America could not 
have a better friend and champion. 
Holly is a true leader, and we all owe 
her a great debt today. 

I commend Senator ENZI’s staff, too. 
Katherine McGuire, Ilysse Schuman, 
Brian Hayes, Kyle Hicks, and Greg 
Dean. They are real professionals. It is 
a pleasure to work with them, and I 
thank them for their courtesies. 

Thanks, too, to Senator BAUCUS’ able 
staff for making this victory possible— 
Russ Sullivan, Pat Heck, and Bill 
Dauster. 

And special thanks for the able lead-
ership of Senator REID’s staff, espe-
cially Darrel Thompson and Bob 
Greenawalt. And, of course, Marty 
Paone, Lula Davis, Tim Mitchell, and 
Trish Engle as well. 

f 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KENNEDY CENTER MILLENNIUM 
STAGE 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, this 
weekend marked the 10th anniversary 
of the Kennedy Center’s Millennium 
Stage, a remarkable milestone for the 
center and its special commitment to 
reach out to the community and ex-
pand opportunities for citizens and 
visitors to enjoy exceptional perform-
ances. 

At 6 p.m. every evening, 7 days a 
week, the center presents a free con-
cert with live performers on the Mil-
lennium Stage. Former chairman of 
the board Jim Johnson conceived the 
idea and guided the center through its 
early performances. Ever since, a re-
markable series of talented musical 
artists and performing artists have 
been a part of this effort, from classical 
to rock and roll, from Sweet Honey in 
the Rock, KC and the Sunshine Band, 
to Norah Jones. 

More than 3 million people have en-
joyed these free performances at the 
center, and countless more have en-
joyed them on the Web casts. It is a 
wonderful tradition in the Nation’s 

Capital, and I know that there will be 
many more brilliant performances in 
the years ahead. 

I urge my colleagues to let their con-
stituents know about these exciting 
performance opportunities. I ask unan-
imous consent that an editorial from 
today’s Washington Post and an article 
from the Washington Post on February 
2 about the Millennium Stage anniver-
sary be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 5, 2007] 
CONCERTED EFFORT—AN ANNIVERSARY AT THE 

KENNEDY CENTER 

Walk into the Kennedy Center around 6 on 
any given night, and, for only the price of 
your time, you might hear the National 
Symphony Orchestra interpreting 
Mussorgsky, the Joffrey Ballet executing a 
pas de deux or the Shakespeare Theatre 
Company soliloquizing from ‘‘Twelfth 
Night.’’ If those offerings are too elevated for 
you, the Kennedy Center’s programmers also 
atrract a range of artists with alternative 
styles, from folk musician Pete Seeger to 
punk legend Patti Smith to vocalist and re-
cent Grammy winner Norah Jones. 

Tonight’s performance will be especially 
memorable. Ten years ago today, the Ken-
nedy Center held its first free performance 
on its Millennium State, and every night 
since, tourists and locals alike—more than 3 
million so far, by the Kennedy Center’s reck-
oning—have had the opportunity to enjoy 
world-class performing arts, no expensive 
tickets required. That’s 41,000 artists from 
all 50 states and 50 countries to date. At a 
time when metropolitan performing arts 
centers around the country are coming up 
short on cash, it is refreshing to see Wash-
ington’s center prioritize free, consistent and 
quality performances accessible to the gen-
eral public. The Kennedy Center’s adminis-
trators should be proud of this milestone. 

Equally impressive is the Millennium 
Stage’s nightly turnout, which programmers 
estimate at about 350 on average. And 
crowds at bigger shows range from 500 to sev-
eral thousand, according to the Kennedy 
Center’s Garth Ross, who credits extensive 
community outreach for the success of the 
Millennium Stage. It’s what Kennedy Center 
President Michael Kaiser calls great art 
well-marketed. 

Tonight’s anniversary concert promises to 
be particularly memorable. The National 
Symphony Orchestra, the Alvin Ailey Amer-
ican Dance Theater and rocker Sufjan Ste-
vens will perform. Tickes for those capacity- 
filling acts are already gone. But you can 
watch them on video screens in the Grand 
Foyer, catch the webcast on the Kennedy 
Center’s Web site or show up any other day 
of the year to experience more free, live art. 

[From the Washington Post, Feb. 2, 2007] 

THE KENNEDY CENTER’S OPEN INVITATION 

(By Richard Harrington) 

With apologies to Joni Mitchell, people 
have been playing real good for free for the 
past decade on the Kennedy Center’s Millen-
nium State. And though nobody stopped to 
hear Mitchell’s street clarinetist, that hasn’t 
been a problem at the Millennium Stage 
since guitarist Charlie Byrd and pianist Billy 
Taylor christened it in March 1997 in front of 
a couple of thousand well-heeled Washing-
tonians. 

Ten years and more than 3 million visitors 
later, the Millennium Stage remains without 
equal: the only cultural institution in the 
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