February 1, 2007

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 8—EXPRESSING THE SUP-
PORT OF CONGRESS FOR THE
CREATION OF A NATIONAL HUR-
RICANE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE
CENTER IN SOUTHWEST LOU-
ISTANA

Mr. VITTER (for himself and Ms.
LANDRIEU) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation:

S. CoN. RES. 8

Whereas the Creole Nature Trail All-Amer-
ican Road District Board of Commissioners
has begun to create and develop a National
Hurricane Museum and Science Center in the
southwest Louisiana area;

Whereas protecting, preserving, and show-
casing the intrinsic qualities that make Lou-
isiana a one-of-a-kind experience is the mis-
sion of the Creole Nature Trail All-American
Road;

Whereas the horrific experience and the
devastating long-term effects of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita will play a major role in
the history of the United States;

Whereas a science center of this caliber
will educate and motivate young and old in
the fields of meteorology, environmental
science, sociology, conservation, economics,
history, communications, and engineering;

Whereas it is only appropriate that the ef-
fects of hurricanes and the rebuilding efforts
be captured in a comprehensive center such
as a National Hurricane Museum and Science
Center to interpret the effects of hurricanes
in and outside of Louisiana; and

Whereas it is critical that the history of
past hurricanes be preserved so that all peo-
ple in the United States can learn from this
history: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress sup-
ports and encourages the creation of a Na-
tional Hurricane Museum and Science Cen-
ter in southwest Louisiana.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 229. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY (for him-
self and Ms. SNOWE)) proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 434, to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 through
July 31, 2007, and for other purposes.

SA 230. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY) proposed
an amendment to the bill H.R. 434, supra.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 229. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY (for
himself and Ms. SNOWE)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 434, to pro-
vide for an additional temporary exten-
sion of programs under the Small Busi-
ness Act and the Small Business In-
vestment Act of 1958 through July 31,
2007, and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY EXTEN-
SION OF AUTHORIZATION OF PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ACT AND THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS INVESTMENT ACT OF 1958.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1 of the Act enti-
tled ““An Act to extend temporarily certain
authorities of the Small Business Adminis-
tration”, approved October 10, 2006 (Public
Law 109-316; 120 Stat. 1742), is amended by
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striking “‘February 2, 2007’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘July 31, 2007.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
February 2, 2007.

SA 230. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY)
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 434, to provide for an additional
temporary extension of programs under
the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958
through July 31, 2007, and for other
purposes; as follows:

Amend the title to read as follows: ‘““An
Act to provide for an additional temporary
extension of programs under the Small Busi-
ness Act and the Small Business Investment
Act of 1958 through July 31, 2007, and for
other purposes’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, February 1, 2007,
at 9:30 a.m., in open session to consider
the nomination of General George W.
Casey, Jr., USA, for reappointment to
the grade of general and to be Chief of
Staff, United States Army.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
hearing during the sessions of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, February 1, 2007, at 10
a.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building. The purpose of this
hearing is to assess the communica-
tions marketplace.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to hold a hearing
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, February 1, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.
in room SD-G50 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building. The purpose of the
hearing is to examine accelerated
biofuels diversity, focusing on how
home-grown, biologically derived fuels
can blend into the Nation’s transpor-
tation fuel mix.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session on Thursday,
February 1, 2007, at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, to hear tes-
timony on ‘‘The Future of CHIP: Im-
proving the Health of America’s Chil-
dren’’.

S1539

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on Thursday, February 1, 2007,

at 9:15 a.m., to hold a hearing on Iraq.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized

to meet on Thursday, February 1, 2007,

at 9:30 a.m. in Room 485 of the Russell

Senate Office Building to conduct a

confirmation hearing on the Presi-

dent’s nomination of Mr. Carl Joseph

Artman, to be Assistant Secretary-In-

dian Affairs, U.S. Department of the

Interior, to be followed immediately by

a business meeting to approve the nom-

ination of Mr. Carl Joseph Artman, to

be Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs,

U.S. Department of the Interior.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select

Committee on Intelligence be author-

ized to meet during the session of the

Senate on February 1, 2007 at 2:30 p.m.

to hold an open hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT
MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE,
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Sub-

committee on Oversight of Government

Management, the Federal Workforce

and the District of Columbia be author-

ized to meet on Thursday, February 1,

2007 at 2:30 p.m. for a hearing entitled,

Private Health Records: Privacy Impli-

cations of the Federal Government’s

Health Information Technology Initia-

tive.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, on
behalf of Senator INOUYE, I ask unani-
mous consent that floor privileges be
granted for the remainder of the 110th
Congress to Rachel A. Armstrong, a
detailee from the U.S. Army Nurse
Corps, who works alongside his staff on
issues pertaining to Labor, Health and
Human Services and Education and De-
fense Appropriations and issues per-
taining to the continuing resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EXTENSION OF CERTAIN AUTHORI-

TIES OF THE SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Small Business
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and Entrepreneurship Committee be
discharged from further consideration
of H.R. 434 and the Senate then proceed
to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 434) to provide for an addi-
tional temporary extension of programs
under the Small Business Act and the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 through De-
cember 31, 2007, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is an amendment at the
desk. I ask unanimous consent that the
amendment be considered agreed to;
the bill, as amended, be read three
times, passed; the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table; the title amend-
ment be agreed to; and any statements
relating to the bill be printed in the
RECORD, without intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
my understanding that the authoriza-
tion of these small business programs
expires tomorrow. The bill before us,
H.R. 434, was received in the Senate on
January 18. I don’t understand why the
committee has waited until the day be-
fore the program expires to act. If we
amend this bill and send it back to the
House, they will not be able to act be-
fore these programs expire.

It is my understanding that if we
allow this authorization to lapse, it
will result in the dissolution of the
SBA’s Advisory Committee on Vet-
erans Business Affairs. This committee
serves veteran entrepreneurs by formu-
lating, executing, and promoting poli-
cies that assist veterans seeking to
start and develop small businesses. I
cannot imagine why we would want to
dissolve the committee designed to as-
sist veterans who want to start their
own small businesses.

Accordingly, I ask the Senator to
modify the unanimous consent request
to omit the Senate amendment and in-
stead pass a bill clean so that it may
go directly to the President for his sig-
nature.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in respond-
ing to my friend, Senators KERRY and
SNOWE, who are the chairman and
ranking member of the Committee on
Small Business, have indicated there
are a lot of matters relating to small
business jurisdiction that need to be
completed forthwith. They are going to
work on this next week and hope to
have something done very quickly, but
this gives them an opportunity to deal
with the House, which, I am told, basi-
cally did not confer with them at all
during the work they did over there,
and they should have done that.
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I say again, Senators KERRY and
SNOWE understand the importance of
this issue. They also know there are
many other things depending on their
raising this as an issue at this time.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if I
may, I have been informed by Senator
SNOWE, with all due respect to the ma-
jority leader, that is not her view. It
may well be the view of Senator
KERRY, but it is not the view of Sen-
ator SNOWE.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative proceeded
to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are
checking at this time with Senator
KERRY to see if we can work something
out on this small business matter. In
the meantime, we will move to another
important issue that is before the Sen-
ate.

The

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to executive
session to consider the following nomi-
nations en bloc: Calendar Nos. 11
through 13; the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc, the motions to recon-
sider be laid on the table en bloc, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

Irving A. Williamson, of New York, to be a
Member of the United States International
Trade Commission for the term expiring
June 16, 2014.

Dean A. Pinkert, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the United States International Trade
Commission for the term expiring December
16, 2015.

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

Michael J. Astrue, of Massachusetts, to be
Commissioner of Social Security for a term
expiring January 19, 2013.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are glad
we are able to clear three important
nominations of the President.
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HONORING THE LIFE, ACHIEVE-
MENT AND DISTINGUISHED CA-
REER OF THE REVEREND ROB-
ERT J. DRINAN, S.J.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent

that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. Res. 66.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 66) honoring the life,
achievement and distinguished career of the
Reverend Robert J. Drinan, S.J.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today we
pay our respects to a great son of Mas-
sachusetts who passed away on Sun-
day, an inspiration to me and a leader
beloved by many, Father Robert
Drinan.

In all his life’s endeavors, from the
church pulpit to the halls of Congress
to the classroom, Father Drinan was
guided by a firm and unwavering moral
compass. He lived out in public life the
whole cloth of Catholic teachings.

In religion and politics alike, he fol-
lowed his sense that we are all put on
this Earth for something greater than
ourselves. Wherever he went, he was
led there by a concern for the weak,
the helpless, the downtrodden. In reli-
gion and politics alike, that was his
calling.

And as he walked between these
worlds, on a path unique in our Na-
tion’s history, he was always unmis-
takably and wonderfully true to him-
self.

Father Drinan was a forever gentle,
resilient, tenacious advocate for social
justice and fundamental decency. In
the most divisive days of Vietnam,
when things were coming apart, this
incredible man, this most unlikely of
candidates, showed America how a man
of faith could be a man of peace.

As a politician, Father Drinan is best
remembered for his spirited opposition
to the Vietnam war. That’s what
brought him to Congress in the first
place and it is how our paths first
crossed. In 1970, after we first met as
opponents in the Peoples’ Caucus, I was
honored to support, campaign, and to
work with and learn from committed
Democrats like Jerome Grossman,
John Marttila, Tom Kiley, John Hur-
ley, and Tom Vallely. Together, many
of these committed activists would
spend the next decades championing
the great progressive causes that
marked the Drinan campaign.

Father Drinan’s slogan was ‘‘Father
Knows Best.” I began studying law at
Boston College—where Father Drinan
had been the youngest law school Dean
in the country—while he was down
here, in Congress, making law, and
making history.

Father Drinan’s testimony against
the war was remarkably powerful. He
toured jails in Saigon and met a South
Vietnamese politician there who had
been jailed after placing second in an
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