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NNSA SECURES HIGHLY ENRICHED
URANIUM

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I wish
today to bring attention to the
progress being made by the National
Nuclear Security Administration,
NNSA, on the front of global nuclear
non-proliferation. Yesterday the NNSA
announced that 176 pounds of highly
enriched uranium, HEU, had been se-
cured from the Nuclear Research Insti-
tute in Rez, Czech Republic and safely
returned to Russia. With the coopera-
tion of several countries, this nuclear
fuel has been secured and returned to
its country of origin, reducing the risk
of it falling into the wrong hands.

Nuclear nonproliferation programs
such as the NNSA’s Global Threat Re-
duction Initiative, GTRI, are some of
the most important tools we have to
curb the threat of nuclear material
being acquired by those who wish to do
us harm. With the addition of this
most recent shipment, the GTRI pro-
gram has returned over 1300 pounds of
HEU to Russia from civilian sites
worldwide. I applaud the work being
done through the GTRI, and I look for-
ward to the day when we no longer
have to be concerned with the possi-
bility of an illicit acquisition of nu-
clear fuel.

—————

SAUDI ARABIA ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I wish
to express my support for Senator
SPECTER’S Saudi Arabia Accountability
Act of 2007, S. 2243. I am pleased to co-
sponsor this bill, which addresses the
importance of Saudi cooperation with
the U.S. on counterterrorism issues.

It is also important, however, that
we raise concerns about Saudi Arabia’s
poor human rights record, weak rule of
law, ongoing political and religious re-
pression, and poor treatment of
women. For instance, last month a
court in Saudi Arabia doubled its sen-
tence of lashings for a rape victim who
had elected to speak out publicly about
her case and her attempt at justice.
According to human rights organiza-
tions, the court also harassed her law-
yer, banned him from the case, and
confiscated his professional license.

Similarly, 2 of the country’s leading
reformers, the brothers Abdullah and
Isa al-Hamid, were recently sentenced
to 6 months in jail after they them-
selves were arrested for reportedly re-
quiring the Saudi intelligence forces to
produce an arrest warrant when seek-
ing to detain peaceful demonstrators
protesting the lengthy imprisonment
of their relatives.

The State Department’s 2007 human
rights report notes that very serious
problems persist in Saudi Arabia, in-
cluding no right to peacefully change
the government; infliction of severe
pain by judicially sanctioned corporal
punishments; beatings and other
abuses; inadequate prison and deten-
tion center conditions; arbitrary arrest
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and detention, sometimes incommuni-
cado; denial of fair public trials; ex-
emption from the rule of law for some
individuals and lack of judicial inde-
pendence; arbitrary interference with
privacy, family, home, and correspond-
ence; and significant restriction of
civil liberties—freedoms of speech and
press, including the Internet; assembly;
association; and movement. In addi-
tion, the Saudi government committed
severe violations of religious freedom
and has very strict limitations on
workers, especially for foreign workers.
While the State Department continues
to condemn Saudi Arabia for its abhor-
rent policies on human trafficking—
and place it in the worst tier for such
abuses—the President continues to
waive sanctions that are supposed to be
triggered by this designation, in the in-
terest of national security.

What message are we sending if we
don’t act on these pervasive human
rights abuses in Saudi Arabia? Such
abuses should not be overlooked or
sidelined in the interest of national se-
curity. In fact, they are critical to our
national security and our ongoing ef-
forts to combat al-Qaida and related
extremist threats. The United States
must continue to push for freedom of
speech, religion, and association, and
the rule of law around the globe. I will
continue to support S. 2243, but also en-
courage my colleagues to also speak up
about the crucial role that free and fair
societies play in curbing human rights
abuses and reducing the alienation, op-
pression and despair that feed extre-
mism.

————

IN CELEBRATION OF BRUNO
NOWICKI'S 100TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the 100th birthday
of my friend Bruno Nowicki, of Warren,
MI.

Bruno has led a remarkable life. He
was born in Sosnowiec, Poland, immi-
grating to the United States as a young
man. His love for his native Poland is
exceeded only by his love for Michigan
and the United States of America. He
launched a career as a journalist and
writer in Pittsburgh and Chicago be-
fore moving to Detroit where he be-
came a small businessman and raised a
family. I had the privilege of appoint-
ing Bruno’s granddaughter, Genevieve
Nowicki, to serve as a Senate page in
1991.

Bruno is an expert chess player. He
once played against Bobby Fischer, and
chess is an activity that he continues
to enjoy today. Years ago, Bruno urged
me to examine the educational benefits
of chess. We found that chess is proven
to help students develop high order
thinking skills, discipline and in-
creased math skills. The Goals 2000:
Education America Act includes lan-
guage that Bruno Nowicki inspired,
and that I pushed for in the Senate,
that allows Federal funds for low-
achieving schools to be used for chess
instruction as an enrichment program.
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This bill has helped bring chess into
schools across America.

In Michigan, Bruno has been instru-
mental in acquiring and placing sculp-
tures that pay tribute to his Polish
heritage. The sculptures appear across
the State, from the southeast, where
he lives, to northern Michigan, serving
as a reminder of the rich Polish herit-
age of so many people in Michigan and
of Poland’s significant contributions to
America’s history and culture. A stat-
ue of Astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus
sits in the Detroit Public Library. A
sculpture of Frederic Chopin is placed
in Interlochen, home to a world-re-
nowned fine arts school. And a bust of
Joseph Conrad graces the Hamtramck
Public Library.

Conrad wrote: ‘“‘Each blade of grass
has its spot on earth whence it draws
its life, its strength; and so is man
rooted to the land from which he draws
his faith together with his life.”” These
words are certainly apt for Bruno. In
his 100 years, Bruno has been rooted in
both his Polish homeland and his
American home in Michigan, drawing
life and strength from each and making
Michigan the better for it.

The Polish birthday song ‘‘Sto Lat”
includes the refrain ‘I hope you live
one hundred years.” Bruno was never
quite willing to settle for only 100
years. Now, as he enters his second
century, I wish Bruno many more
years of happiness, and I offer my con-
gratulations and my thanks for his
friendship and his contributions to his
beloved America.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PINNACLES NATIONAL MONUMENT

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to recognize the 100th

anniversary of Pinnacles National
Monument, located in San Benito
County, CA.

On January 16, 1908, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt proclaimed 2,080 acres
of the Pinnacles National Forest Re-
serve as Pinnacles National Monument.
This year, we celebrate its centennial
anniversary. Part of an extinct vol-
cano, the spectacular geology of Pin-
nacles National Monument has fas-
cinated visitors for decades. A variety
of flora and fauna flourishes in this un-
usual landscape, including an exquisite
chaparral ecosystem and nearly 400
species of bees, the highest known bee
diversity of anyplace on earth.

Situated near the San Andreas Rift
Zone with the central coast to the west
and Gabilan Mountain Range to the
east, Pinnacles National Monument
now occupies over 26,000 acres 14,000
acres of which are congressionally des-
ignated wilderness. With surrounding
lands tended by farmers whose ances-
tors homesteaded the region, and cow-
boys who watch over the cattle that
graze on the expansive plains, Pin-
nacles National Monument offers a
sublime glimpse into California’s past.
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Pinnacles is home to 20 endemic spe-
cies holding special Federal or State
status, and is also the ancestral home
range of the California condor. Pin-
nacles is the only National Park site
that releases and maintains this ex-
tremely endangered bird species and is
critical to the overall condor recovery
effort. Pinnacles is also located within
the Pacific Flyway migratory route
and contains the highest concentration
of nesting prairie falcons of any na-
tional park in the country.

Only 100 miles from the urban cen-
ters of San Francisco and San Jose,
Pinnacles National Monument remains
a haven of solitude for nature enthu-
siasts and offers a stunning reflection
of California’s rural history and herit-
age. For 100 years, Pinnacles National
Monument has served as a recreational
escape for hikers, outdoor enthusiasts,
and those seeking a glimpse of Califor-
nia’s rich history. It is a powerful re-
minder of the beauty of nature and the
importance of conservation efforts.

I commend the National Park Serv-
ice staff and volunteers for maintain-
ing the natural beauty and historical
significance of Pinnacles National
Monument. I look forward to future
generations having the opportunity to
study and enjoy this unique piece of
our State and national history for an-
other 100 years.e

———

LEADERSHIP AT KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
wish today to applaud my alma mater,
Kansas State University, and three of
its students. Recently, three Kansas
State University students and a stu-
dent from the University of Delaware
teamed up to win first place in a stu-
dent case study competition at the
ninth annual International Leadership
Association conference in Vancouver,
British Columbia.

Members of the winning team from
Kansas State were Chance Lee, senior
in sociology and political science with
a minor in leadership studies, Manhat-
tan, KS; Lauren Luhrs, senior in
human ecology and mass communica-
tions-public relations with minors in
leadership studies and business, Over-
land Park, KS; and Anthony Carter,
senior in sociology with a minor in
nonprofit leadership, Colorado Springs,
CoO.

The Leadership Studies Minor at
Kansas State University has been a
tremendous success. The mission of the
Leadership Studies at Kansas State
University is to develop knowledge-
able, ethical, caring, inclusive leaders
for a diverse and changing world. Mr.
President, this program is doing just
that. I am proud of this program, my
alma matter, and the three students
who represented Kansas State Univer-
sity so well.

In the competition participating
teams were given a 23-page document
from the Harvard Business School
which detailed specifics for leadership
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development at Goldman Sachs. The
document provided key details for the
case study, including the purpose of
the leadership development program to
be created. It also gave six factors that
were essential in the design of the pro-
gram: form and location, faculty, con-
tent and format, method, target audi-
ence, and governance and sponsorship.

I again congratulate these three stu-
dents for their success.®

——
TRIBUTE TO CHARLES M. EVERS

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to publicly recognize an Idahoan
who has received one of our Nation’s
highest military honors, the Silver
Star Medal. United States Marine
Corps SSG Charles M. Evers, of Lewis-
ton, ID, was awarded this medal for
“‘conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
in action against the enemy while serv-
ing as Platoon Commander, 3d Platoon,
India Company, 3d Battalion, 5th Ma-
rines, Regimental Combat Team, 1 Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force Forward in
Support of Operation Iraqi Freedom
from 8 June to 12 June 2006.”” Over the
course of a 4-day firefight, Sergeant
Evers led his platoon in withstanding
and repulsing a platoon-sized enemy
attack that, on the third day, included
a massive truck bomb that burst
through the entry control point at an
observation post the Marines were de-
fending. During this fight, approxi-
mately 60 well-trained insurgents at-
tempted, but were unable to take the
observation post held by Evers’ 22 ma-
rines, a fight in which no Americans
perished. Citing repeated decisive com-
bat leadership under intense and sus-
tained machine gun and small arms
fire, General James T. Conway, Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, recog-
nized Sergeant Evers’ ‘‘resolve’” and
“refusal to submit to the enemy’s will”’
in the Silver Star Medal Citation.

As you know, the Silver Star is the
Nation’s third highest combat medal
behind the Medal of Honor and the
Navy Cross, Distinguished Service
Cross or Air Force Cross. Sergeant
Evers’ extraordinary achievement rec-
ognizes his unflinching commitment to
our Nation, his fellow soldiers and the
mission for which he was trained. Ser-
geant Evers’ courage and skill rivals
his humility: when given the Silver
Star, he said, ‘I was just doing my job.
I'm proud of my Marines. I led them
and they did their job.”

I am honored and proud to call Ser-
geant Evers a fellow Idahoan, and I
thank him for his bravery, patriotism
and commitment to and support of the
military mission of the United States
of America. Most of all, I thank him
and his fellow Marines for continuing
to defend my freedom and that of my
family.e

————
HONORING OLIN SIMS

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, Wyoming
lost a beloved member of its agricul-
tural community this weekend to a
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tragic accident. Olin Sims, a fourth
generation rancher from McFadden,
WY, and president of the National As-
sociation of Conservation Districts
served his community with a great pas-
sion for conservation, agriculture, and
family values. Olin provided this body
with sound advice and testimony on a
number of occasions regarding the nat-
ural resource needs of our Nation. Al-
though his life ended early, his con-
tributions to our State and Nation will
never end. The good he has done will
benefit generations to come. He did
what all of us should strive to do—
leave this world a better place. Diana
and I offer our thoughts and prayers to
the family, friends, and colleagues of
Olin Sims.e

——————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS

e Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with
the greatest pleasure that I rise today
to honor the University of Central Ar-
kansas for its 100th anniversary. The
university is located in Conway, AR,
which lies in the central part of my
State.

The University of Central Arkansas
began as the Arkansas State Normal
School under the leadership of John
James Doyne in 1907. In 1909, the first
commencement ceremony was held to
recognize 10 graduates. The school con-
ferred its first baccalaureate degree in
1922 and was renamed Arkansas State
Teachers College in 1925.

The school was renamed State Col-
lege of Arkansas in 1967, but was grant-
ed university status and renamed as
the University of Central Arkansas in
1975. Since then, UCA has continued to
excel by establishing the State’s first
Honors College, joining the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, NCAA,
and beginning its first doctoral pro-
gram in 1998. Currently, the University
of Central Arkansas has more than 100
undergraduate courses of study, 33
master’s degree programs, and 3 doc-
toral programs.

Arkansas has always made education
a top priority and the University of
Central Arkansas has a proud history
of scholastic progress. The university
is an integral part of the Arkansas
community and the educational oppor-
tunities available provide graduates
with the skills needed to succeed in to-
day’s workforce.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to
join me today in congratulating the
University of Central Arkansas on its
100th anniversary and in wishing the
university another 100 years of suc-
cess.®

MAINE MUTUAL GROUP
INSURANCE COMPANY

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Maine Mutual Group Insur-
ance Company, MMG, a premier re-
gional property and casualty insurance
company that continues to grow and
flourish. I am particularly pleased that
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