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Service and the Naval Transport Serv-
ice) during World War II, and for other
purposes.
S. 1000
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1000, a bill to enhance the Federal
Telework Program.
S. 1060
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1060, a bill to reauthorize the grant
program for reentry of offenders into
the community in the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, to
improve reentry planning and imple-
mentation, and for other purposes.
S. 1141
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1141, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
employees not covered by qualified re-
tirement plans to save for retirement
through automatic payroll deposit
IRAs, to facilitate similar saving by
the self-employed, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1309
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1309, a bill to amend the Truth
in Lending Act to prohibit universal
defaults on credit card accounts, and
for other purposes.
S. 1512
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator from
Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1512, a bill to amend
part E of title IV of the Social Security
Act to expand Federal eligibility for
children in foster care who have at-
tained age 18.
S. 1581
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the names of the Senator from Florida
(Mr. NELSON) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1581, a bill to establish
an interagency committee to develop
an ocean acidification research and
monitoring plan and to establish an
ocean acidification program within the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration.
S. 1829
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1829, a bill to reauthorize pro-
grams under the Missing Children’s As-
sistance Act.
S. 1848
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1848, a bill to amend the
Trade Act of 1974 to address the impact
of globalization, to reauthorize trade
adjustment assistance, to extend trade
adjustment assistance to service work-
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ers, communities, firms, and farmers,
and for other purposes.
S. 1886
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1886, a bill to provide a refundable and
advanceable credit for health insurance
through the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, to provide for improved private
health insurance access and afford-
ability, and for other purposes.
S. 1944
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. BROWNBACK) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1944, a bill to provide jus-
tice for victims of state-sponsored ter-
rorism.
S. 1958
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1958, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure and foster continued patient qual-
ity of care by establishing facility and
patient criteria for long-term care hos-
pitals and related improvements under
the Medicare program.
S. 2058
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 20568, a bill to amend the Com-
modity Exchange Act to close the
Enron loophole, prevent price manipu-
lation and excessive speculation in the
trading of energy commodities, and for
other purposes.
S. 2129
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2129, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish the infra-
structure foundation for the hydrogen
economy, and for other purposes.
S. 2140
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2140, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Francis Collins, in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contribu-
tions and leadership in the fields of
medicine and genetics.
S. 2159
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2159, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of the
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration.
S. 2173
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2173, a bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
improve standards for physical edu-
cation.
S. 2243
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
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BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2243, a bill to strongly encourage
the Government of Saudi Arabia to end
its support for institutions that fund,
train, incite, encourage, or in any
other way aid and abet terrorism, to
secure full Saudi cooperation in the in-
vestigation of terrorist incidents, to
denounce Saudi sponsorship of extrem-
ist Wahhabi ideology, and for other
purposes.
S. 2262
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2262, a bill to authorize
the Preserve America Program and
Save America’s Treasures Program,
and for other purposes.
S. 2270
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2270, a bill to include health centers in
the list of entities eligible for mort-
gage insurance under the National
Housing Act.
S. 2304
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2304, a bill to amend title I of the Om-
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 to provide grants for the
improved mental health treatment and
services provided to offenders with
mental illnesses, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2341
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2341, a bill to provide Individual Devel-
opment Accounts to support foster
youths who are transitioning from the
foster care system.
S. 2396
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2396, a bill to amend title XI of the
Social Security Act to modernize the
quality improvement organization
(QIO) program.
AMENDMENT NO. 3616
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3616 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2419, a bill to provide for
the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3685
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3685 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2419, a bill to provide for
the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for
other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself,
Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. OBAMA, Ms.
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SNOWE, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. COLLINS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. LUGAR, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
SMITH, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. SUNUNU,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. BIDEN, and Mrs.
BOXER):

S. 2405. A bill to provide additional
appropriations for payments under sec-
tion 2604(e) of the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Act of 1981; to the
Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Keep Americans
Warm Act, which provides an addi-
tional $1 billion in emergency home
heating aid under the highly successful
Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program, otherwise known as LIHEAP.
Most importantly, this $1 billion in
emergency home heating assistance
would be in addition to the overall fis-
cal year 2008 appropriations for
LIHEAP.

I am delighted this bill enjoys wide-
spread bipartisan support from across
the political spectrum. As a matter of
fact, this legislation is being cospon-
sored by 23 of my colleagues—16 Demo-
crats, 6 Republicans, and 1 Inde-
pendent.

I would like to recognize all of the
cosponsors this morning: both Senators
from Minnesota, Mr. COLEMAN and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR; Senator OBAMA; both Sen-
ators from Maine, Ms. SNOWE and Ms.
COLLINS; both Senators from Massachu-
setts, Mr. KERRY and Mr. KENNEDY;
Senator BROWN; Senator LUGAR; the
senior Senator from the great State of
Vermont, Senator LEAHY; Senator
SMITH; Senator BINGAMAN, the chair-
man of the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee; Senator SUNUNU;
both Senators from New York, Mr.
SCHUMER and Mrs. CLINTON; Senator
CASEY; Senator MIKULSKI; Senator
MENENDEZ; Senator STABENOW; Senator
LIEBERMAN; Senator CANTWELL; Sen-
ator BIDEN; and Senator BOXER.

Mr. President, the reason this legis-
lation is being cosponsored by so many
of my colleagues is simple: Sky-
rocketing home heating prices in New
England, the Northeast, and the Mid-
east, are already stretching household
budgets beyond the breaking point.

In the wealthiest country on the face
of the Earth, not one family should go
cold this winter. That is not what
America is supposed to be about. Not
one senior citizen should have to
choose between heating their homes or
paying for their prescription drugs.

I am afraid if we do not act, and act
aggressively, that is what is going to
happen all across this country. While
the official start of winter is still about
3 weeks away, home heating prices in
Vermont and in other parts of the
country are already going through the
roof.

According to the Central Vermont
Community Action Council, many
Vermont families have been paying an
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incredible $3.47 a gallon for heating oil
and as much as $3.71 a gallon for ker-
osene this year. Nationwide, heating
oil prices are already up 90 cents from
last year, or more than double from
where they were 4 years ago. Further,
the price of kerosene has also increased
by 50 cents a gallon from last year.

These rapidly rising energy prices
right now are bad enough; but the over-
all projections of what people will pay
for energy over the course of this win-
ter is frightening.

The National Energy Assistance Di-
rectors Association has projected that
the typical household using heating oil
will pay $2,157 to heat their homes this
winter—a 47-percent increase from
what they paid last year. Those using
propane will pay $1,765 this winter, or
30 percent more than what they paid 2
years ago.

Before we got back into session this
week, the debate over LIHEAP was be-
tween an 11.6-percent increase from
last year, as included in the fiscal year
2008 Labor-HHS conference report, and
the President’s budget proposal of a 21-
percent cut—cut—from last year.

While the 1level of funding for
LIHEAP included in the Labor-HHS
conference report is a good starting
point, even if this level eventually be-
comes law, it would still be 31 percent
below the $3.2 billion provided in fiscal
year 2006.

Making matters worse, the President
vetoed the Labor-HHS conference re-
port, insisting on a $379 million cut to
LIHEAP, among other things.

We hear a lot of talk in Washington
about family values. Well, to my mind,
a family value is that we do not let our
fellow Americans go cold when the cost
of home heating oil is exploding.

I thank all my colleagues. This legis-
lation has brought forth widespread bi-
partisan support from Senators all
across this country. Let us be aggres-
sive and pass this legislation so that in
this great country nobody goes cold
this winter. Thank you.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr.
CONRAD, Ms. COLLINS, and Mrs.
LINCOLN):

S. 2406. A bill to amend title XIX of
the Social Security Act to permit
States to obtain reimbursement under
the Medicaid program for care or serv-
ices required under the Emergency
Medical Treatment and Active Labor
Act that are provided in a nonpublicly
owned or operated institution for men-
tal diseases; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
rise to introduce the Medicaid Emer-
gency Psychiatric Care Act of 2007.
Original cosponsors this bill include
two of my colleagues on the Finance
Committee, Senators CONRAD and LIN-
COLN, as well as Senator COLLINS. Our
legislation will improve access to men-
tal health treatment and remove an
unfunded mandate on our nonpublic
mental health treatment centers by al-
lowing freestanding psychiatric hos-
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pitals to receive appropriate reim-
bursement for emergency treatment.

According to the CDC, visits to hos-
pital emergency rooms rose 20 percent
in the past 10 years. This situation is
exacerbated by a shortage of short-
term inpatient psychiatric care facili-
ties leaving psychiatric patients with a
serious mental illness with nowhere to
go. In fact, in 2003, there were 3.7 mil-
lion visits to hospital emergency de-
partment for mental disorders. If treat-
ment remains unavailable, patients
could become homeless or be housed as
criminal offenders.

The Emergency Medical and Labor
Treatment Act, EMTALA, requires all
hospitals, including psychiatric hos-
pitals, to stabilize patients who come
in with an emergency medical condi-
tion. However, an outdated Medicaid
provision called the Institution for
Mental Diseases, IMD, exclusion does
not allow Medicaid reimbursement to
nonpublic psychiatric hospitals for sta-
bilizing care delivered to Medicaid pa-
tients between the ages of 21-64. This
policy isolates adults with mental ill-
nesses from all other Medicaid-eligible
populations and contradicts the prin-
ciples of equal treatment and insurance
parity for treatment of mental ill-
nesses.

When the IMD exclusion was created,
individuals who were afflicted with
mental health conditions often were in-
stitutionalized for an extended time.
Today, hospitalization for common
mental health concerns such as mild
depression does not generally occur,
thus removing the potential for abuse
of the system. This exclusion burdens
these facilities with an unfunded man-
date and has caused severe financial
burdens to psychiatric facilities—often
amounting to millions of dollars a
year. The IMD exclusion does not take
into consideration the vast advance-
ments that have transformed mental
health services available today, and ac-
tually restricts access to critical men-
tal health services for those who, by
today’s standards, are in the greatest
need.

Emergency department overcrowding
is a growing and severe problem in the
United States, and dedicated physi-
cians and nurses who work in emer-
gency rooms are reaching a breaking
point where they may not have the re-
sources or surge capacity to respond ef-
fectively. Patients often face a long
wait in the emergency room, some-
times for days, because there is no bed
or other appropriate setting available.
Tens of thousands of dollars every day
are being spent inefficiently on ex-
tended treatment in emergency rooms
that is not the most appropriate or
clinically effective care. Passage of
this bill will help relieve overcrowding
in emergency departments and allow
hospitals to provide the appropriate
care these patients deserve.

By Mr. CASEY:
S. 2407. A bill to provide for programs
that reduce the need for abortion, help
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women bear healthy children, and sup-
port new parents; to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about members of the
American family whom we all care
about, and I think all of us do in this
chamber and across America, but for
whom we do not do nearly enough to
support, and those members of the
American family are pregnant women.

I remember, as so many others do in
the life of the family the times my wife
Terese learned that she was pregnant,
and even through I, of course, cannot
ever experience it directly, I knew and
I know now through her and my sis-
ters’ experience that that moment is
indelible, and it is unforgettable in the
life of a woman, in the life of a family,
the moment she finds out that she is
pregnant.

For many women this is a moment,
of course, of great joy. It is the mo-
ment where they learn they are preg-
nant and they appreciate the miracle
of pregnancy. And perhaps it has been
long awaited or in the case of a par-
ticular woman and her family, perhaps
it is something of a surprise. But for
many women, for many families, it is a
welcome surprise.

Many of these women do not need
help beyond what their families can
provide them and what others may re-
ceive in terms of adequate support
from our existing framework of support
within this country, so they do not feel
they have any great burden at that mo-
ment.

But there is another circumstance
other pregnant women may face. And
for those pregnant women, and for one,
in particular, if we can imagine who
that person is in the life, in our own
lives, people we have known, for that
woman the moment of discovery that
she is pregnant unfortunately is not a
moment of joy. For her it is a moment
of terror or panic or even shame in
some circumstances. She may be in a
doctor’s office or a clinic or she may be
at home. But for her that moment be-
gins a crisis, a real crisis in her life, in
which she feels overwhelmingly and
perhaps almost unbearably alone, all
alone. She could be wealthy, middle in-
come, or poor. Most likely, in our
country, unfortunately, she would be
poor. But whatever her income, that
woman at that moment in that cir-
cumstance feels very simply all alone.

A pregnant woman may have an abu-
sive spouse or boyfriend, for example,
that person who is tormenting her at
that moment, and that will continue.

At that moment for her, she is all
alone with no help at all. Another preg-
nant woman may believe she cannot
support or care for a new baby at this
point in her life. She too is all alone.
Another woman might believe her fi-
nancial situation is so precarious that
she cannot care for or raise a child. She
may also feel alone and even helpless.

We know the staggering numbers in
America today: 48 percent of all preg-
nancies are unintended; excluding
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cases of after miscarriages, 54 percent
of those unintended pregnancies end in
abortion.

The response: ‘‘cannot afford a
baby,” is the second most frequently
cited reason why women choose to
have an abortion. And 73 percent of
women having abortions citing this
reason: ‘‘cannot afford a baby,” cite
this reason as a contributing factor in
their decision.

So a woman who is facing the chal-
lenges of an unplanned pregnancy, that
may be a crisis for her, does not need,
does not need a lecture from a politi-
cian and does not need a clinical re-
minder that she just has a simple
choice to make. The choice is never
simple, never, and this woman needs
support and love and understanding.
She needs to be embraced in a time of
crisis in her life, not sent on her way to
deal with this question on her own.

She needs our help and she needs us
to walk with her, not only through the
9 months of her pregnancy, but also for
the early months and years of her
child’s life. We in the Congress, both
House and Senate, both parties, need to
address this issue in a comprehensive
way that meets those needs that
woman has in her life.

Some Members in this body for years,
and up to the current day, have initi-
ated good efforts. We should applaud
those efforts and support them. In
some cases there is support for them.
But I believe neither political party is
doing enough for pregnant women in
America today—neither party.

While there is tremendous disagree-
ment about how best to do this, there
is one significant area of common
ground. Despite all we hear in Wash-
ington, there is, on these questions,
one area of common ground, one thing
we all agree upon, and that is, we all
want to reduce the number of abor-
tions.

We all want to help as many preg-
nant women, as many families as we
can. Many women who have had abor-
tions do so very reluctantly. While
choice is a term that is widely used in
this debate, many women who face un-
planned pregnancies do not feel, do not
feel they have a genuine choice. And
that is why for so many reasons I am
introducing new legislation, the Preg-
nant Women Support Act. With this
bill it is my fervent hope that a new di-
alog, a kind of common ground, will
emerge on how we can reduce abortion
by offering pregnant women real
choices and real help.

Let me outline a couple of provisions
of the bill. This bill will, first of all, as-
sist pregnant and parenting teens to
finish high school and prepare for col-
lege or vocational training. Next, it
will help pregnant college students
stay in school, offering them coun-
seling as well as assistance with con-
tinuing their education, parenting sup-
port classes, and also childcare assist-
ance.

Third, it will provide counseling and
shelter to pregnant women in abusive
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relationships who may be fearful of
continuing a pregnancy in a crisis situ-
ation. It will establish a national toll-
free hotline and a public awareness
campaign to offer women support and
knowledge about options and resources
available to them when they face an
unplanned pregnancy.

It will give women free sonogram ex-
aminations by providing grants for the
purchase of ultrasound equipment. It
will provide parents with information
about genetic disability testing, in-
cluding support for parents who receive
a diagnosis of Downs syndrome. It will
ensure that pregnant women receive
prenatal and postnatal care by elimi-
nating pregnancy as a preexisting con-
dition in the individual health care
market, and also eliminating waiting
periods for women with prior coverage.

It will establish a nurse home visita-
tion program for pregnant and first-
time mothers as an eligible benefit
under Medicaid and the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, what
we refer to here as SCHIP. We know it
means Children’s Health Insurance.

One example of this home visitation
program is the nurse-family partner-
ship, an evidence-based program and
national model in which nurses mentor
young first-time and primarily low-in-
come mothers, establishing a sup-
portive relationship with both mother
and child. Studies have shown this pro-
gram to be both cost effective and
hugely successful in terms of life out-
comes for both mothers and their chil-
dren. This legislation will increase
funding for the Women, Infants and
Children Program, known as the WIC
Program, providing nutrition assist-
ance, counseling and education, obesity
prevention, breastfeeding support, pre-
natal and pediatric health care refer-
rals, immunization screening and refer-
ral, and a host of other services for
mothers and their children.

Next, it will expand nutritional sup-
port for low-income parents by increas-
ing the income eligibility levels for
food stamps. It will increase funding
for the childcare and development
block grant program, which is the pri-
mary source of Federal funding for
childcare assistance for low-income
parents.

Finally, it will provide support for
adoption as an alternative to abortion
and make the adoption tax credit per-
manent. I introduced this bill with the
deepest conviction that we can indeed
find common ground. I believe we can
transform this debate by focusing upon
the issues that unite us and not the
issues that divide us.

As most people know who cover the
Senate and understand what happens
here and where candidates stand, most
people know this already, but I am a
pro-life Democrat, and I believe life be-
gins at conception and ends when we
draw our last breath.

I also believe the role of Government
is to protect, enrich, and value life for
everyone, at every moment, from be-
ginning to end. I believe we as a nation
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have to do more to support women and
their children when they are most vul-
nerable, during pregnancy and early
childhood.

I also strongly support, and have for
years, family planning programs, be-
cause they avoid sometimes those dark
moments when a woman, often alone,
faces a pregnancy she feels she cannot
handle. I also support family planning
programs precisely because they re-
duce the number of abortions.

But that is not the issue I address
today. Today, with this bill, I am fo-
cused on the woman who is pregnant,
and I am asking myself, and I think
Congress and the administration, as
any Congress and any administration
has to ask themselves this funda-
mental question: For that woman who
is facing that crisis in her life, we have
to ask ourselves, as a Congress and as
a society: What more can we do? What
more can we do to help her? That is the
question we must continually ask. I
think if we ask that question today,
the answer, unfortunately, is: Not
enough.

We are not doing enough. I believe
there is more common ground in Amer-
ica than we might realize on these
questions, if only we focus on how we
can truly help and support that woman
who wishes to carry her pregnancy to
term and how we can give her and her
child what they need to begin healthy
and productive lives together.

For the past 34 years, unfortunately,
the issue of abortion has been used
mostly as a way to divide people, even
as the number of abortions remains
and still remains unacceptably high.
We have to find a better way.

I believe this legislation, the Preg-
nant Women Support Act, is a part of
that better way. I believe we must look
toward real solutions to the issue of
abortion by targeting the underlying
factors that often lead women to make
the decision to have an abortion. This
is precisely what this act, the Pregnant
Women Support Act, will do.

I really believe when it comes to this
issue of helping a pregnant woman, we
need to consider what our obligations
are. I think we can state it very sim-
ply: We need to walk in solidarity with
her, in her pregnancy, especially when
it is an unplanned pregnancy, and we
need to support her and give her all the
help we can at this time in her life.

That is exactly what this bill does for
women who may find themselves in a
position where they are facing one of
the most difficult situations in their
life. The woman who has no one to turn
to for advice, for counsel, or for sup-
port, we have got to be there for her at
that moment and for a long time there-
after.

I truly believe there are few things
more terrifying than the prospect of
supporting another human being when
you have no support of your own. Un-
fortunately, far too many women face
that decision, face that crisis.

So I believe reducing the number of
abortions should not be a partisan
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issue. It should not pit Republicans
against Democrats. So what do I seek?
I seek common ground, and I ask my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
join me in seeking real solutions that
will unite us in providing life with dig-
nity, before—before—and after the
birth of a child, for a pregnant woman,
for her family, and for her child. Sure-
ly, we must all agree that no woman
should ever have to face the crisis of an
unplanned pregnancy all alone.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 58—WELCOMING FIRST MIN-
ISTER DR. IAN PAISLEY AND
DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER MAR-
TIN McGUINNESS OF NORTHERN
IRELAND TO THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. DopD, Mr. REED, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. CLINTON,
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. OBAMA,
Mr. SMITH, Mr. McCAIN, and Mr.
LEAHY) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CoN. RES. 58

Whereas, on May 8, 2007, power was re-
stored to the Assembly of Northern Ireland,
opening a new chapter in the history of
Northern Ireland;

Whereas Dr. Ian Paisley became First Min-
ister and Martin McGuinness became Deputy
First Minister of Northern Ireland;

Whereas Dr. Paisley and Mr. McGuinness
have been working to solidify the peace
agreement and to govern Northern Ireland
effectively; and

Whereas Dr. Paisley and Mr. McGuinness
are making their first trip together to the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) welcomes First Minister Dr. Ian Paisley
and Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness of Northern Ireland to the
United States;

(2) commends Dr. Paisley and Mr.
McGuinness for showing the world that it is
possible to rise above decades of bitter sec-
tarian violence to achieve peace; and

(3) expresses hope that Northern Ireland
will continue to be peaceful and stable in the
future.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to announce for the information of
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs and
the Subcommittee on Energy of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources will hold a joint hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Speculation in the Crude Oil
Market.”” This joint hearing of the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions and the Subcommittee on Energy
will examine the role of speculation in
recent record crude oil prices. Wit-
nesses for the upcoming hearing will
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include the Department of Energy’s
Energy Information Administration
and energy market experts. A final wit-
ness list will be available Friday, De-
cember 7, 2007.

The subcommittee hearing is sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 11, 2007, at
10:00 a.m. in room 216 of the Hart Sen-
ate Office Building. For further infor-
mation, please contact Elise Bean of
the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE, LOCAL, AND PRIVATE

SECTOR PREPAREDNESS AND INTEGRATION

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Ad Hoc
Subcommittee on State, Local, and
Private Sector Preparedness and Inte-
gration of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, December 4,
2007, at 2:30 p.m. in order to conduct a
hearing entitled, ‘“The New Madrid
Seismic Zone: Whose Fault Is It Any-
way?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND

TRANSPORTATION

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, December 4, 2007, at 2:30 p.m.,
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building, for the purposes of con-
ducting a hearing.

Agenda

S. 1581, Federal Ocean Acidification
Research and Monitoring Act of 2007; S.
2307, Global Change Research Improve-
ment Act of 2007; S. 2355, Climate
Change Adaptation Act of 2007; S. 2332,
Media Ownership Act of 2007; Nomina-
tions for Promotion in TU.S. Coast
Guard (PN 1039 and PN 1055); and Nomi-
nations for Promotion in the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Commission Corps (PN 1014).

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate in
order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Developing a Comprehensive Re-
sponse to Food Safety” on Tuesday,
December 4, 2007, at 10:30 a.m. in SD-
430.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
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