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now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 387, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 387) expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the degrada-
tion of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea
and welcoming cooperation between the peo-
ples of Israel, Jordan, and the Palestinian
Authority.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 387

Expressing the sense of the Senate regard-
ing the degradation of the Jordan River and
the Dead Sea and welcoming cooperation be-
tween the peoples of Israel, Jordan, and the
Palestinian Authority.

Whereas the Dead Sea and the Jordan
River are bodies of water of exceptional his-
toric, religious, cultural, economic, and en-
vironmental importance for the Middle East
and the world;

Whereas the world’s 3 great monotheistic
faiths—Christianity, Islam, and Judaism—
consider the Jordan River a holy place;

Whereas local governments have diverted
more than 90 percent of the Jordan’s tradi-
tional 1,300,000,000 cubic meters of annual
water flow in order to satisfy a growing de-
mand for water in the arid region;

Whereas the Jordan River is the primary
tributary of the Dead Sea and the dramati-
cally reduced flow of the Jordan River has
been the primary cause of a 20 meter fall in
the Dead Sea’s water level and a %5 decline in
the Dead Sea’s surface area in less than 50
years;

Whereas the Dead Sea’s water level con-
tinues to fall about a meter a year;

Whereas the decline in water level of the
Dead Sea has resulted in significant environ-
mental damage, including loss of freshwater
springs, river bed erosion, and over 1,000
sinkholes;

Whereas mismanagement has resulted in
the dumping of sewage, fish pond runoff, and
salt water into the Jordan River and has led
to the pollution of the Jordan River with ag-
ricultural and industrial effluents;

Whereas the World Monuments Fund has
listed the Jordan River as one of the world’s
100 most endangered sites;

Whereas widespread consensus exists re-
garding the need to address the degradation
of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea;

Whereas the Governments of Jordan and
Israel, as well as the Palestinian Authority
(the ‘‘Beneficiary Parties’), working to-
gether in an unusual and welcome spirit of
cooperation, have attempted to address the
Dead Sea water level crisis by articulating a
shared vision of the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water
Conveyance Concept;

Whereas Binyamin Ben Eliezar, the Min-
ister of National Infrastructure of Israel, has
said, ‘“The Study is an excellent example for
cooperation, peace, and conflict reduction.
Hopefully it will become the first of many
such cooperative endeavors’’;
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Whereas Mohammed Mustafa, the Eco-
nomic Advisor for the Palestinian Authority,
has said, ‘‘This cooperation will bring
wellbeing for the peoples of the region, par-
ticularly Palestine, Jordan, and Israel . . .
We pray that this type of cooperation will be
a positive experience to deepen the notion of
dialogue to reach solutions on all other
tracks’’;

Whereas Zafer al-Alem, the former Water
Minister of Jordan, has said, ‘‘This project is
a unique chance to deepen the meaning of
peace in the region and work for the benefit
of our peoples’’;

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept envisions a 110-mile pipe-
line from the Red Sea to the Dead Sea that
would descend approximately 1,300 feet cre-
ating an opportunity for hydroelectric power
generation and desalination, as well as the
restoration of the Dead Sea;

Whereas some have raised legitimate ques-
tions regarding the feasibility and environ-
mental impact of the Red Sea-Dead Sea
Water Conveyance Concept;

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties have
asked the World Bank to oversee a feasi-
bility study and an environmental and social
assessment whose purpose is to conclusively
answer these questions;

Whereas the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Con-
veyance Concept would not address the deg-
radation of the Jordan River;

Whereas the Beneficiary Parties could ad-
dress the degradation of the Jordan River by
designing a comprehensive strategy that in-
cludes tangible steps related to water con-
servation, desalination, and the management
of sewage and agricultural and industrial
effluents; and

Whereas Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity are expected to hold high-level meetings
in the Washington area in the winter of 2007
to seek an enduring solution to the Arab-
Israeli crisis: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls the world’s attention to the seri-
ous and potentially irreversible degradation
of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea;

(2) applauds the cooperative manner with
which the Governments of Israel and Jordan,
as well as the Palestinian Authority (the
‘““‘Beneficiary Parties’’), have worked to ad-
dress the declining water level and quality of
the Dead Sea and other water-related chal-
lenges in the region;

(3) supports the Beneficiary Parties’ efforts
to assess the environmental, social, health,
and economic impacts, costs, and feasibility
of the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Conveyance
Concept in comparison to alternative pro-
posals, such as those that focus on the res-
toration of the Jordan River;

(4) encourages the Governments of Israel
and Jordan, as well as the Palestinian Au-
thority, to continue to work in a spirit of co-
operation as they address the region’s seri-
ous water challenges;

(5) urges Israel, Jordan, and the Pales-
tinian Authority to develop a comprehensive
strategy to rectify the degradation of the
Jordan River; and

(6) hopes the spirit of cooperation mani-
fested by the Beneficiary Parties in their
search for a solution to the Dead Sea water
crisis might serve as a model for addressing
the degradation of the Jordan River, as well
as a model of peace and cooperation for the
upcoming meetings in the Washington area
between Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity as they seek to resolve long-standing dis-
agreements and to develop a durable solution
to the Arab-Israeli crisis.
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COMMEMORATING CENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF NAVY’S
“GREAT WHITE FLEET”

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Con. Res. 55, which was submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 55)
commemorating the centennial anniversary
of the sailing of the Navy’s ‘‘Great White
Fleet,” launched by President Theodore Roo-
sevelt on December 16, 1907, from Hampton
Roads, Virginia, and returning there on Feb-
ruary 22, 1909.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I join
with my colleague in the Senate from
Virginia, Senator JIM WEBB. I am also
pleased to note that Representative
THELMA DRAKE from Virginia is the
champion and author of this resolution
in the House of Representatives.

Our resolution is introduced for the
purpose of commemorating the centen-
nial anniversary of the sailing of the
Navy’s ’Great White Fleet,” launched
by President Theodore Roosevelt on
December 16, 1907, from Hampton
Roads, Virginia, and returning there on
February 22, 1909.

This major historical event will be
commemorated in a Navy ceremony
onboard the aircraft carrier U.S.S.
Theodore Roosevelt, at Naval Station
Norfolk, Virginia on December 15, 2007.

The launching of the Great White
Fleet marked the emergence of the
United States as a true global
seapower, able to dispatch 16 new bat-
tleships on a worldwide deployment for
14 months. The battleships, which were
painted entirely white, were manned
by 14,000 sailors and conducted visits
across the world to reinforce friend-
ships and partnerships with other na-
tions. At the same time, the Great
White Fleet demonstrated the naval
presence of the United States.

This resolution commemorates the
wisdom of President Theodore Roo-
sevelt in developing and launching the
Great White Fleet, and the resolution
indicates that the Congress supports a
one-time designation of a day to cele-
brate the 100th centennial of the Fleet
and the special role it played in build-
ing enduring friendships with impor-
tant allies and partner nations.

The resolution also commends efforts
by the Department of the Navy to
maintain and strengthen our coopera-
tive partnerships with foreign nations
and safeguard our Nation’s interests in
the maritime domain; commends ef-
forts by the Department of the Navy in
leading the development of a Coopera-
tive Strategy for 21st Century
Seapower; and honors the sacrifices
made and services rendered by the
servicemembers of the Navy, Marine
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Corps, and the Coast Guard and the ci-
vilians who constitute our maritime
services.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 55) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 55

Whereas the launching of the Great White
Fleet marked the emergence of the United
States as a true global seapower, able to dis-
patch 16 new battleships on a worldwide de-
ployment for 14 months;

Whereas these battleships were painted en-
tirely white, with gilded scrollwork on their
bows, and subsequently came to be known as
the ‘“Great White Fleet’’;

Whereas the 4 squadrons of 4 battleships
each, manned by 14,000 sailors, sailed 43,000
miles and made 20 port calls on 6 continents;

Whereas the Fleet, in conducting visits to
important nations such as Australia, served
to reinforce a friendship and partnership
that continues to this day;

Whereas the Fleet, in providing a tangible
demonstration of the forward naval presence
of the United States in the Pacific, also rein-
forced the message of how important mari-
time stability and security are to the United
States;

Whereas the Fleet, in response to one of
the worst natural disasters in European his-
tory, was able to immediately divert to
Messina, Sicily, to offer humanitarian aid to
the Italian people; and

Whereas the Fleet, in executing a range of
missions and returning to the United States
after 14 months at sea, displayed to the
world a number of core American values, in-
cluding compassion, showed its flexibility by
responding to unforeseen events, and dem-
onstrated the ability of the United States to
project maritime power as a stabilizing
force: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Congress—

(1) commemorates the wisdom of President
Theodore Roosevelt in developing and
launching the Great White Fleet;

(2) supports a one-time designation of a
day to celebrate the 100th centennial of the
Great White Fleet and the special role the
Fleet played in building enduring friendships
with important allies and partner nations;

(3) commends efforts by the Department of
the Navy to maintain and strengthen our co-
operative partnerships with foreign nations
and to safeguard our Nation’s interests in
the maritime domain;

(4) commends efforts by the Department of
the Navy in leading the development of a Co-
operative Strategy for 21st Century
Seapower; and

(5) honors the sacrifices made and services
rendered by the servicemembers of the Navy,
Marine Corps, and the Coast Guard and the
civilians who constitute our maritime serv-
ices.

———————

ENCOURAGING PEACEFUL TRANSI-
TION TO DEMOCRACY IN BURMA

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 56, submitted ear-
lier today.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 56)
encouraging the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations to take action to ensure a
peaceful transition to democracy in Burma.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc,
and any statements relating to the
concurrent resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 56) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 56

Whereas hundreds of thousands of citizens
of Burma have risked their lives in dem-
onstrations to demand a return to democ-
racy and respect for human rights in their
country;

Whereas the repressive military Govern-
ment of Burma has conducted a brutal
crackdown against demonstrators, which has
resulted in mass numbers of killings, arrests,
and detentions;

Whereas Burma has been a member of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) since 1997;

Whereas foreign ministers of other ASEAN
member nations, in reference to Burma, have
‘“‘demanded that the government imme-
diately desist from the use of violence
against demonstrators’, expressed ‘‘revul-
sion” over reports that demonstrators were
being suppressed by violent and deadly force,
and called for ‘‘the release of all political de-
tainees including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’’;

Whereas the foreign ministers of ASEAN
member nations have expressed concern that
developments in Burma ‘‘had a serious im-
pact on the reputation and credibility of
ASEAN";

Whereas Ibrahim Gambari, the United Na-
tions (UN) Special Envoy to Burma, has
called on the member nations of ASEAN to
take additional steps on the Burma issue,
saying, ‘“‘Not just Thailand but all the coun-
tries that I am visiting, India, China, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia and the UN, we could do
more’’;

Whereas the ASEAN Security Community
Plan of Action adopted October 7, 2003, at the
ASEAN Summit in Bali states that ASEAN
members ‘‘shall promote political develop-
ment . . . to achieve peace, stability, democ-
racy, and prosperity in the region”’, and spe-
cifically says that ‘“ASEAN Member Coun-
tries shall not condone unconstitutional and
undemocratic changes of government’’;

Whereas the Government of Singapore, as
the current Chair of ASEAN, will host
ASEAN’s regional summit in November 2007
to approve ASEAN’s new charter;

Whereas the current Foreign Minister of
Singapore, George Yeo, has publicly ex-
pressed, ‘“‘For some time now, we had stopped
trying to defend Myanmar internationally
because it became no longer credible’’;

Whereas, according to the chairman of the
High Level Task Force charged with drafting
the new ASEAN Charter, the Charter ‘“‘will
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make ASEAN a more rules-based organiza-
tion and . . . will put in place a system of
compliance monitoring and, most impor-
tantly, a system of compulsory dispute set-
tlement for noncompliance that will apply to
all ASEAN agreements’’;

Whereas upon its accession to ASEAN,
Burma agreed to subscribe or accede to all
ASEAN declarations, treaties, and agree-
ments;

Whereas 2007 marks the 30th anniversary of
the relationship and dialogue between the
United States and ASEAN;

Whereas the Senate passed legislation in
the 109th Congress that would authorize the
establishment of the position of United
States Ambassador for ASEAN Affairs, and
the President announced in 2007 that an Am-
bassador would be appointed; and

Whereas ASEAN member nations and the
United States share common concerns across
a broad range of issues, including acceler-
ated economic growth, social progress, cul-
tural development, and peace and stability
in the Southeast Asia region: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) joins the foreign ministers of member
nations of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) that have expressed
concern over the human rights situation in
Burma;

(2) encourages ASEAN to take more sub-
stantial steps to ensure a peaceful transition
to democracy in Burma;

(3) welcomes steps by ASEAN to strength-
en its internal governance through the adop-
tion of a formal ASEAN charter;

(4) urges ASEAN to ensure that all member
nations live up to their membership obliga-
tions and adhere to ASEAN'’s core principles,
including respect for and commitment to
human rights; and

(56) would welcome a decision by ASEAN,
consistent with its core documents and its
new charter, to review Burma’s membership
in ASEAN and to consider appropriate dis-
ciplinary measures, including suspension,
until such time as the Government of Burma
has demonstrated an improved respect for
and commitment to human rights.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 3703, H.R. 3997

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there are two bills at the
desk. I ask for their first reading en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bills by title for
the first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill, (H.R. 3703), to amend section
5112(p)(1)(A) of title 31, United States Code,
to allow an exception from the $1 coin dis-
pensing capability requirement for certain
vending machines.

A Dbill (H.R. 3997) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide earnings as-
sistance and tax relief to members of the
uniformed services, volunteer firefighters,
and Peace Corps volunteers, and for other
purposes.

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I now ask
for a second reading en bloc, and I ob-
ject to my requests en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be read for
the second time on the next legislative
day.
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