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resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources: 

S. CON. RES. 6 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art in Jackson, Wyoming, is devoted to in-
spiring global recognition of fine art related 
to nature and wildlife; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art is an excellent example of a thematic 
museum that strives to unify the humanities 
and sciences into a coherent body of knowl-
edge through art; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art, which was founded in 1987 with a private 
gift of a collection of art, has grown in stat-
ure and importance and is recognized today 
as the world’s premier museum of wildlife 
art; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art is the only public museum in the United 
States with the mission of enriching and in-
spiring public appreciation and knowledge of 
fine art, while exploring the relationship be-
tween humanity and nature by collecting 
fine art focused on wildlife; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art is housed in an architecturally signifi-
cant and award-winning 51,000–square foot 
facility that overlooks the 28,000–acre Na-
tional Elk Refuge and is adjacent to the 
Grand Teton National Park; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art is accredited with the American Associa-
tion of Museums, continues to grow in na-
tional recognition and importance with 
members from every State, and has a Board 
of Trustees and a National Advisory Board 
composed of major benefactors and leaders 
in the arts and sciences from throughout the 
United States; 

Whereas the permanent collection of the 
National Museum of Wildlife Art has grown 
to more than 3,000 works by important his-
toric American artists including Edward 
Hicks, Anna Hyatt Huntington, Charles M. 
Russell, William Merritt Chase, and Alex-
ander Calder, and contemporary American 
artists, including Steve Kestrel, Bart Walter, 
Nancy Howe, John Nieto, and Jamie Wyeth; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art is a destination attraction in the West-
ern United States with annual attendance of 
92,000 visitors from all over the world and an 
award-winning website that receives more 
than 10,000 visits per week; 

Whereas the National Museum of Wildlife 
Art seeks to educate a diverse audience 
through collecting fine art focused on wild-
life, presenting exceptional exhibitions, pro-
viding community, regional, national, and 
international outreach, and presenting ex-
tensive educational programming for adults 
and children; and 

Whereas a great opportunity exists to use 
the invaluable resources of the National Mu-
seum of Wildlife Art to teach the school-
children of the United States, through onsite 
visits, traveling exhibits, classroom cur-
riculum, online distance learning, and other 
educational initiatives: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that the National Museum of 
Wildlife Art, located at 2820 Rungius Road, 
Jackson, Wyoming, should be designated as 
the ‘‘National Museum of Wildlife Art of the 
United States’’. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 7—EXPRESSING THE SENSE 
OF CONGRESS ON IRAQ 
Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr. NEL-

SON of Nebraska, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LEVIN, and Ms. SNOWE) submitted the 

following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 7 
Whereas, we respect the Constitutional au-

thorities given a President in Article II, Sec-
tion 2, which states that ‘‘The President 
shall be commander in chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States;’’ it is not the in-
tent of this resolution to question or con-
travene such authority, but to accept the 
offer to Congress made by the President on 
January 10, 2007 that, ‘‘if members have im-
provements that can be made, we will make 
them. If circumstances change, we will ad-
just;’’ 

Whereas, the United States’ strategy and 
operations in Iraq can only be sustained and 
achieved with support from the American 
people and with a level of bipartisanship; 

Whereas, over 137,000 American military 
personnel are current1y serving in Iraq, like 
thousands of others since March 2003, with 
the bravery and professionalism consistent 
with the finest traditions of the United 
States armed forces, and are deserving of the 
support of all Americans, which they have 
strongly; 

Whereas, many American service personnel 
have lost their lives, and many more 
have.been wounded, in Iraq, and the Amer-
ican people will always honor their sacrifices 
and honor their families; 

Whereas, the U.S. Army and Marine Corps, 
including their Reserve and National Guard 
organizations, together with components of 
the other branches of the military, are under 
enormous strain from multiple, extended de-
ployments to Iraq and Afghanistan; 

Whereas, these deployments, and those 
that will follow, will have lasting impacts on 
the future recruiting, retention and readi-
ness of our nation’s all volunteer force; 

Whereas in the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2006, the Congress 
stated that ‘‘calendar year 2006 should be a 
period of significant transition to full sov-
ereignty, with Iraqi security forces taking 
the lead for the security of a free and sov-
ereign Iraq;’’ 

Whereas, United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1723, approved November 28, 2006, 
‘‘determin[ed] that the situation in Iraq con-
tinues to constitute a threat to inter-
national peace and security;’’ 

Whereas, Iraq is experiencing a deterio-
rating and ever-widening problem of sec-
tarian and intra-sectarian violence based 
upon political distrust and cultural dif-
ferences between some Sunni and Shia Mus-
lims; 

Whereas, Iraqis must reach political settle-
ments in order to achieve reconciliation, and 
the failure of the Iraqis to reach such settle-
ments to support a truly unified government 
greatly contributes to the increasing vio-
lence in Iraq; 

Whereas, the responsibility for Iraq’s inter-
nal security and halting sectarian violence 
must rest primarily with the Government of 
Iraq and Iraqi Security Forces; 

Whereas, U.S. Central Command Com-
mander General John Abizaid testified to 
Congress on November 15, 2006, ‘‘I met with 
every divisional commander, General Casey, 
the Corps Commander, [and] General 
Dempsey. We all talked together. And I said, 
in your professional opinion, if we were to 
bring in more American troops now, does it 
add considerably to our ability to achieve 
success in Iraq? And they all said no. And 
the reason is, because we want the Iraqis to 
do more. It’s easy for the Iraqis to rely upon 
us to do this work. I believe that more Amer-
ican forces prevent the Iraqis from doing 
more, from taking more responsibility for 
their own future;’’ 

Whereas, Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki stated on November 27, 2006 that 
‘‘The crisis is political, and the ones who can 
stop the cycle of aggravation and blood-
letting of innocents are the politicians;’’ 

Whereas, there is growing evidence that 
Iraqi public sentiment opposes the continued 
U.S. troop presence in Iraq, much less in-
creasing the troop level; 

Whereas, in the fall of 2006, leaders in the 
Administration and Congress, as well as rec-
ognized experts in the private sector, began 
to express concern that the situation in Iraq 
was deteriorating and required a change in 
strategy; and, as a consequence, the Admin-
istration began an intensive, comprehensive 
review by all components of the Executive 
Branch to devise a new strategy; 

Whereas, in December 2006, the bipartisan 
Iraq Study Group issued a valuable report, 
suggesting a comprehensive strategy that in-
cludes ‘‘new and enhanced diplomatic and 
political efforts in Iraq and the region, and a 
change in the primary mission of U.S. forces 
in Iraq that will enable the United States to 
begin to move its combat forces out of Iraq 
responsibly;’’ 

Whereas, on January 10, 2007, following 
consultations with the Iraqi Prime Minister, 
the President announced a new strategy 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘plan’’), which 
consists of three basic elements: diplomatic, 
economic, and military; the central compo-
nent of the military element is an augmenta-
tion of the present level of the U.S. military 
forces through additional deployments of ap-
proximately 21,500 US. military troops to 
Iraq; 

Whereas, on January 10, 2007, the President 
said that the ‘‘Iraqi government will appoint 
a military commander and two deputy com-
manders for their capital’’ and that U.S. 
forces will ‘‘be embedded in their forma-
tions;’’ and in subsequent testimony before 
the Armed Services Committee on January 
25, 2007, by the retired former Vice Chief of 
the Army it was learned that there will also 
be a comparable US. command in Baghdad, 
and that this dual chain of command may be 
problematic because ‘‘the Iraqis are going to 
be able to move their forces around at times 
where we will disagree with that move-
ment,’’ and called for clarification; 

Whereas, this proposed level of troop aug-
mentation far exceeds the expectations of 
many of us as to the reinforcements that 
would be necessary to implement the various 
options for a new strategy, and led many 
members of Congress to express outright op-
position to augmenting our troops by 21,500; 

Whereas, the Government of Iraq has 
promised repeatedly to assume a greater 
share of security responsibilities, disband 
militias, consider Constitutional amend-
ments and enact laws to reconcile sectarian 
differences, and improve the quality of es-
sential services for the Iraqi people; yet, de-
spite those promises, little has been 
achieved; 

Whereas, the President said on January 10, 
2007 that ‘‘I’ve made it clear to the Prime 
Minister and Iraq’s other leaders that Amer-
ica’s commitment is not openended’’ so as to 
dispel the contrary impression that exists; 

Whereas, the recommendations in this res-
olution should not be interpreted as precipi-
tating any immediate reduction in, or with-
drawal of, the present level of forces: Now 
therefore be it— 

Resolved, by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) the Senate disagrees with the ‘‘plan’’ to 
augment our forces by 21,500, and urges the 
President instead to consider all options and 
alternatives for achieving the strategic goals 
set forth below; 

(2) the Senate believes the United States 
should continue vigorous operations in 
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Anbar province, specifically for the purpose 
of combating an insurgency, including ele-
ments associated with the Al Qaeda move-
ment, and denying terrorists a safe haven; 

(3) the Senate believes a failed state in 
Iraq would present a threat to regional and 
world peace, and the long-term security in-
terests of the United States are best served 
by an Iraq that can sustain, govern, and de-
fend itself, and serve as an ally in the war 
against extremists; 

(4) the Congress should not take any action 
that will endanger United States military 
forces in the field, including the elimination 
or reduction of funds for troops in the field, 
as such an action with respect to funding 
would undermine their safety or harm their 
effectiveness in pursuing their assigned mis-
sions; 

(5) the primary objective of the overall 
U.S. strategy in Iraq should be to encourage 
Iraqi leaders to make political compromises 
that will foster reconciliation and strength-
en the unity government, ultimately leading 
to improvements in the security situation; 

(6) the military part of this strategy 
should focus on maintaining the territorial 
integrity of Iraq, denying international ter-
rorists a safe haven, conducting 
counterterrorism operations, promoting re-
gional stability, supporting Iraqi efforts to 
bring greater security to Baghdad, and train-
ing and equipping Iraqi forces to take full re-
sponsibility for their own security; 

(7) United States military operations 
should, as much as possible, be confined to 
these goals, and should charge the Iraqi mili-
tary with the primary mission of combating 
sectarian violence; 

(8) the military Rules of Engagement for 
this plan should reflect this delineation of 
responsibilities, and the Secretary of De-
fense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff should clarify the command and con-
trol arrangements in Baghdad; 

(9) the United States Government should 
transfer to the Iraqi military, in an expedi-
tious manner, such equipment as is nec-
essary; 

(10) the United States Government should 
engage selected nations in the Middle East 
to develop a regional, internationally spon-
sored peace-and-reconciliation process for 
Iraq; 

(11) the Administration should provide reg-
ular updates to the Congress, produced by 
the Commander of United States Central 
Command and his subordinate commanders, 
about the progress or lack of progress the 
Iraqis are making toward this end. 

(12) our overall military, diplomatic and 
economic strategy should not be regarded as 
an ‘‘open-ended’’ or unconditional commit-
ment, but rather as a new strategy that 
hereafter should be conditioned upon the 
Iraqi government’s meeting benchmarks 
that must be delineated in writing and 
agreed to by the Iraqi Prime Minister. Such 
benchmarks should include, but not be lim-
ited to, the deployment of that number of 
additional Iraqi security forces as specified 
in the plan in Baghdad, ensuring equitable 
distribution of the resources of the Govern-
ment of Iraq without regard to the sect or 
ethnicity of recipients, enacting and imple-
menting legislation to ensure that the oil re-
sources of Iraq benefit Sunni Arabs, Shia 
Arabs, Kurds, and other Iraqi citizens in an 
equitable manner, and the authority of Iraqi 
commanders to make tactical.and oper-
ational decisions without political interven-
tion: 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry be authorized to conduct a 
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, January 31, 2007 at 
9:45 AM in 328A, Senate Russell Office 
Building. The purpose of this com-
mittee hearing will be to discuss ‘‘The 
Role of Federal Food Assistance Pro-
grams in Family Economic Security 
and Nutrition’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2007, 
at 10 a.m., in closed session to receive 
a briefing regarding the Iraq ‘‘SURGE’’ 
Plan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
January 31, 2007, at 10 a.m., to conduct 
a vote on the Committee Budget Reso-
lution, rules of procedure, and sub-
committee organization for the 110th 
Congress; immediately following the 
executive session, the committee will 
meet in open session to conduct a hear-
ing on ‘‘The Treasury Department’s 
Report to Congress on International 
Economic and Exchange Rate Policy 
(IEERP) and the U.S.-China Strategic 
Economic Dialogue.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to hold a 
business meeting and hearing during 
the sessions of the Senate on Wednes-
day, January 31, 2007, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The purpose of the business meeting 
is to adopt the budget resolution for 
the Committee for the 110th Congress. 
The purpose of the hearing is to pro-
mote travel to America, and to exam-
ine related economic and security con-
cerns. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to hold a Busi-
ness Meeting during the session of the 

Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2007, 
at 11:30 a.m. in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the Business Meeting 
is to consider pending calendar busi-
ness. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session on Wednesday, 
January 31, 2007, at 10 a.m. in 215 Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, to organize 
for the 110th Congress. The Committee 
will also consider favorably reporting 
the following nominations: Michael J. 
Astrue, to be Commissioner of Social 
Security, Social Security Administra-
tion; Dean A. Pinkert, to be Member of 
the United States International Trade 
Commission; and Irving A. Williamson, 
to be Member of the United States 
International Trade Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, January 31, 2007, 
at 9:15 a.m. to hold a hearing on Iraq. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions meet in executive session 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, January 31, 2007 at 10 a.m. 
SD–430. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘Ex-
amining the Iraq Study Group’s Rec-
ommendations for Improvements to 
Iraq’s Police and Criminal Justice Sys-
tem’’ for Wednesday, January 31, 2007 
at 10 a.m. in Dirksen Senate Office 
Building Room 226. 

Witnesses 

The Honorable Lee H. Hamilton, 
Former Member of Congress, Director, 
The Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, Co-Chair, Iraq 
Study Group Washington, DC. 

The Honorable Edwin Meese III, 
Former U.S. Attorney General, Ronald 
Reagan Chair in Public Policy, The 
Heritage Foundation, Member Iraq 
Study Group Washington, DC. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet to conduct a hearing on ‘‘US– 
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