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The world is looking to the United
States for leadership in finding solu-
tions to carbon dioxide emissions. The
U.S. Climate Change Science Program
this week reported that the United
States was responsible for 23 percent of
the world’s carbon dioxide emissions in
2003 that is more than 1.5 trillion met-
ric tons.

Unless we stand up and face this
problem head on, it is unimaginable
that developing countries will be seri-
ous about curbing their emissions. And
where does that carbon dioxide come
from? Well, almost 40 percent comes
from the combustion of coal for elec-
tricity.

Coal represents just about half of
America’s electricity production. It
isn’t going away anytime soon, espe-
cially as energy demands grow in the
U.S. and the world. How can we bal-
ance these needs, then, for affordable,
abundant energy supply and steward-
ship of the earth’s environment? Tech-
nology may hold part of the solution.
Carbon capture and sequestration is
one possible option; it is a way to ex-
tract carbon dioxide from combustion
gases and pump it underground for
long-term storage to keep it out of the
atmosphere. There is great potential
for such technology in the United
States, but it has not been dem-
onstrated in a full, integrated facility.

That’s where the FutureGen program
comes in. In Illinois, we eagerly await
word of the project’s location. And we
look forward to working with the De-
partment of Energy and the private
sector partners to explore the potential
of this promising new technology.

As the world faces the interconnected
prospects of economic expansion and
devastating environmental catas-
trophe, we must search for techno-
logical options that will help lead us to
a sustainable future. One promising
possibility is the use of underground
carbon sequestration to keep carbon di-
oxide out of the atmosphere while em-
ploying America’s most abundant en-
ergy source: coal. FutureGen is a key
step to testing that technology, and I
am proud that Illinois is in a position
to show America’s responsible leader-
ship to the world.

——————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SPECIALIST ADRIAN HIKE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
have the responsibility to pay tribute
to a soldier from my home State of
Iowa who has fallen in the line of duty.
SPC Adrian Hike was killed while serv-
ing his country in Afghanistan. He was
assigned to A Troop, 1st Squadron, 91st
Cavalry Regiment, 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade.

My prayers go out to his mother and
father in Iowa and all his family and
friends. I understand that his loss has
come as a shock to those living in and
around Sac City where Adrian attended
high school. I know that many Iowans
will be saddened to learn of his fate.

At the same time, we can be very
proud to call him a fellow Iowan. Spe-
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cialist Hike was wounded in Iraq, re-
ceiving the Purple Heart. After several
surgeries, he returned to duty and was
even talking about reenlisting. This
kind of selfless dedication to our
Armed Forces and our country is what
has kept us free since the founding of
our Nation.

Adrian Hike’s honorable service and
tremendous sacrifice on behalf of the
United States of America should never
be forgotten. His was a true patriot and
deserves to be remembered as such.

———————

BREAST CANCER RESEARCH
STAMP REAUTHORIZATION ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to thank all of my col-
leagues for their support in extending
the highly successful breast cancer re-
search stamp for 4 additional years.

This bill has the strong bipartisan
support of Senator HUTCHISON and 61
other Senators from both sides of the
aisle.

Without congressional action, this
extraordinary stamp is set to expire on
December 31 of this year, and it de-
serves to be extended.

This legislation would: Permit the
sale of the breast cancer research
stamp for 4 more years—until Decem-
ber 31, 2011; allow the stamp to con-
tinue to have a surcharge above the
value of a first-class stamp with the
surplus revenues going to breast cancer
research programs at the National In-
stitutes of Health and the Department
of Defense, and not affect any other
semipostal proposals under consider-
ation by the U.S. Postal Service.

A recent report by the Government
Accountability Office, GAO, released
just last month, confirms that the
breast cancer research stamp continues
to be an effective fundraiser in the ef-
fort to increase funds to fight the dis-
ease.

Since the stamp first went on sale 9
years ago, over 790 million breast can-
cer research stamps have been sold by
the U.S. Postal Service—raising $57.8
million for breast cancer research.

These dollars have led to significant
advances in the treatment of breast
cancer through research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, NIH, which
receives 70 percent of the stamp’s pro-
ceeds, and at the Department of De-
fense, DOD, which receives the remain-
ing 30 percent of the proceeds.

For example, the GAO reported that:
In 2006, NIH began to use the stamp’s
proceeds for a new program called the
Trial Assigning Individualized Options
for Treatment to help determine which
breast cancer patients are most likely
to Dbenefit from chemotherapy. Dr.
Susan Neuhausen at the University of
California used an NIH award that has
led to many insights into breast cancer
risks—using both genetic and environ-
mental data to further define the
breast and ovarian cancer risk for indi-
viduals with a specific genetic muta-
tion. Dr. Archbald Perkins at Yale Uni-
versity used a Department of Defense
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award to do research to help with the
prognosis of some breast cancers by
using new techniques to identify novel
genes involved in cancer.

In addition to raising much needed
funds for breast cancer research, this
wonderful stamp has also focused pub-
lic awareness on this devastating dis-
ease, and it is just as necessary today
as ever.

About 3 million women in the United
States are living with breast cancer, 1
million of whom have yet to be diag-
nosed. This year alone, about 178,480
new cases of breast cancer will be diag-
nosed among American women. And
one out of every 8 women nationwide
will get breast cancer in her lifetime,
with the disease claiming another
woman’s life every 13 minutes.

Extending the life of this remarkable
stamp is crucial. With the sale of the
breast cancer research stamp, every
dollar we continue to raise will provide
hope to breast cancer survivors and
will help save lives until a cure is
found.

Again, I thank my colleagues for sup-
porting this important legislation.

———

TERRORISM REINSURANCE ACT
EXTENSION

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I would
like to address extension of the Ter-
rorism Risk Insurance Program or
TRIA. I am strongly reminded of the
words of the great economist Milton
Friedman: ‘“Nothing is so permanent as
a temporary government program.”’

I remember quite clearly when the
insurance industry requested a tem-
porary Federal backstop after the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001. I
cannot stress the word temporary
strongly enough in this context. Indus-
try witnesses testified before the Bank-
ing Committee that they only needed a
temporary program in order to give the
private markets time to adjust. I was
also promised in private meetings that
the program would only be temporary.
Insurance industry representatives told
me repeatedly that they would not
come back to seek an extension of the
program.

I was quite clear in expressing my
disappointment with them when short-
ly after implementation of the pro-
gram they began advocating for an ex-
tension. I very reluctantly supported
the last extension because I believed it
made progress in forcing the private
sector to step up to the plate. I am
here today, though, to say enough. I in-
tend to hold the insurance industry ac-
countable for their pledge of a tem-
porary program by opposing the TRIA
reauthorization bill.

I regret that those who utilize insur-
ance are caught in the middle. Unfortu-
nately, there doesn’t seem to be an-
other way to spur insurance industry
action to address this problem. Unless
they are forced to come up with solu-
tions, they will simply continue to rely
on the Federal Government.
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It is a shame that some consider it
‘“‘the best we can do” to avoid mas-
sively expanding a ‘‘temporary’ gov-
ernment program. I believe we can do
better; we can hold people to their
word and say enough is enough.

———

LEBANON

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President,
every so often a defining moment ar-
rives, capable of dramatically altering
the future of a Nation and its people.
The country of Lebanon, which will
hold its Presidential elections as soon
as November 21, is on the brink of one
of these moments.

Lebanon is a country whose vision
for a socially rich, prosperous, and
democratic future could serve as a
model for what we hope to see in the
Middle East region. Yet in spite of the
courageous and unwavering will of the
Lebanese people, extremist forces led
by Syria, Iran, and terrorist groups—
primarily Hezbollah—conspire to un-
dermine the democratic majority in
Lebanon and remake the country in
their own oppressive image.

Ever since Lebanon’s Cedar Revolu-
tion in 2005, when a third of the Leba-
nese people flooded the streets in
peaceful protest against Syria’s foreign
domination, Lebanon has struggled to
remain on the path to peace and de-
mocracy.

The cultural and media capital of the
Arab world, Lebanon is comprised of a
uniquely rich social and religious fab-
ric where Christians, Sunnis, and Shias
live in relative harmony. Polling data
from Lebanon indicates that the ma-
jority of the Liebanese people desire an
independent and stable country, free
from Syrian and Iranian influence.
They want the militias, including
Hezbollah, disarmed, and they want an
international tribunal to investigate
the assassinations of Rafiq Hariri and
other members of their Parliament.

On November 21, the Lebanese Par-
liament is scheduled to meet to elect
the country’s next President, an event
which will serve as a harbinger for the
future of independence and democracy
in the Middle East. The stakes could
not be higher—a fact that has not been
lost on Syria and Iran and that cer-
tainly must not be lost on us.

Desperate to regain its lost foothold
in Lebanon, Syria has adopted the
macabre strategy of systematically as-
sassinating members of the March 14th
parliamentary majority, the embodi-
ment of the Cedar Revolution’s ideals.
This tactic is designed to ensure the
election of a President sympathetic to
Syrian hegemony. As the election date
approaches, Lebanon’s prodemocracy
members of Parliament have been
forced to enter complete seclusion in
Beirut’s Phoenicia Hotel. They cannot
go outside, or even look out of win-
dows, for fear of a sniper’s bullet.

If we are committed to ensuring a
free and democratic future for the Mid-
dle East, safe from terror and extre-
mism, we must not remain silent or
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passive about the need to ensure that
the constitutional Presidential elec-
tion process in Lebanon remains un-
tainted by foreign meddling and coer-
cion by terrorist groups like Hezbollah.
We must be unequivocally clear in our
support for our March 14 allies in Leb-
anon.

I commend Secretary of State Rice
for her recent statement that ‘‘any
candidate for president or any presi-
dent [of Lebanon] needs to be com-
mitted to Lebanon’s sovereignty and
independence, needs to be committed
to resolutions that Lebanon has signed
on to . .. and needs to be committed
to carrying on the tribunal.” I also
strongly agree when she says that ‘‘the
March 14 majority should not be put in
a position of having to accept either
extra-constitutional measures or meas-
ures that would undermine the pro-
gram that they stand for.”

In light of the precarious situation in
Lebanon, we must ensure that the
United States will not support any-
thing less than the untainted election
of a constitutionally legitimate Presi-
dent in Lebanon.

We must make clear to the regimes
in Syria and Iran, in no uncertain
terms, that the United States will not
support a puppet President that seeks
to thwart the will of the Lebanese peo-
ple, nor will the United States remain
silent in the face of the spread of mili-
tant Islamic extremism.

We must not allow Lebanon to be
dragged back into chaos and war. Leb-
anon’s enemies should understand that
we are fully dedicated to Lebanon’s fu-
ture as a model for independent and
sovereign democracy in the Middle
East. We cannot abandon the Lebanese
people and our shared ideals at this
critical moment. The stakes are simply
too high—for Lebanon, for the Middle
East, and for us.

———

TODAY’S ARMS RACE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the dan-
ger involved in combating crime in our
Nation is escalating. Police depart-
ments across the country are being
forced into a dangerous arms race with
criminals and gangs. Increasingly con-
fronted with assault rifles capable of
firing up to 600 rounds per minute, law
enforcement officers have been forced
to carry military-style arms in order
to counter such criminal firearm su-
premacy.

Recently, tensions have increased
throughout south Florida’s police de-
partments after three Miami-Dade po-
lice officers were wounded and another
killed by a man using an assault weap-
on. In a recent interview with CNN,
Sergeant Laurie Pfeil, who supervises a
sheriff’s road patrol in Palm Beach
County, stated that, ‘‘It’s not nice we
have to arm ourselves like the soldiers
in Iraq. We are like soldiers. It is a
war.”’

Over 60 police officers have been
gunned down so far this year in the
United States. According to Robert
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Tessaro, the associate director for law
enforcement relations for the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, we
are currently on pace to set an alltime
high. “We’re having more than one of-
ficer shot and killed a week. It’s just
outrageous that officers are being tar-
geted. It’s something all Americans
should be outraged about.” Like many
others, he lays the blame for this in-
crease on the expiration of the assault
weapons ban.

“It’s different now. It’s shootings on
a weekly basis. Ten years ago, that
just didn’t happen. They don’t get out
and run from us anymore. They stop,
and they’re shooting at us,” Sergeant
Pfeil went on to say. ‘“They don’t have
.38s anymore. They have AK-47s . ..
They have automatic weapons now.”

Miami Chief of Police John Timoney
said he began noticing a significant in-
crease in the use of automatic weapons
used in crimes dating from the time
the assault weapons ban was permitted
to lapse. This increase includes an 18
percent increase last year and 20 per-
cent increase this year.

The 1994 assault weapons ban prohib-
ited the sale of 19 of the highest pow-
ered and most lethal firearms pro-
duced. Additionally, it prohibited the
sale of semiautomatic weapons that in-
corporated a detachable magazine and
two or more specific military features.
These features included folding tele-
scoping stocks, threaded muzzles or
flash suppressors, protruding pistol
grips, bayonet mounts, barrel shrouds,
or grenade launchers.

I voted to establish the assault weap-
ons ban, and 10 years later I joined a
bipartisan majority of the Senate in
voting to extend the ban for another 10
years. Unfortunately, despite the over-
whelming support of the law enforce-
ment community, the ongoing threat
of terrorism, and bipartisan support in
the Senate, neither President Bush nor
the Republican congressional leader-
ship acted to protect Americans from
assault weapons like the one used in
the attack on the Miami-Dade police
officers. As a result, police officers
across the country are being forced to
counter previously banned military-
style assault weapons.

This Congress, as in previous ones, 1
will once again cosponsor the rein-
stating the assault weapons ban. Con-
gress must take up and pass this piece
of sensible gun safety legislation to aid
our law enforcement agencies and to
help prevent such tragedies from occur-
ring in the future.

——

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

1"TH ANNUAL COVENANT HOUSE
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR HOME-
LESS YOUTH

® Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, on No-
vember 15, 2007, Covenant House will
mark their 17th annual Candlelight
Vigil for Homeless Youth. This Vigil
will bring together individuals from
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