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A Dbill (S. 2346) to temporarily increase the
portfolio caps applicable to Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae, to provide the necessary financ-
ing to curb foreclosures by facilitating the
refinancing of at-risk subprime borrowers
into safe, affordable loans, and for other pur-
poses.

A bill (S. 2348) to ensure control over the
United States border and to strengthen en-
forcement of the immigration laws.

A Dbill (H.R. 3996) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for
their second reading en bloc, but I ob-
ject to my own request en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I note the
absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia is recognized.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, we
have been working very diligently on
both sides of the aisle today to put to-
gether a list of amendments we could
agree with each other would be the
maximum number and substance of
amendments that would be offered on
the farm bill. Senator REID, Senator
MCCONNELL, Senator HARKIN, Senator
CONRAD, and myself have all been en-
gaged in different conversations today
about these amendments. At the end of
the day, the lists we have come up with
are very long on both sides. I think the
total number exceeds 275.

As we all know, on bills of this mag-
nitude, an overwhelming number of
those amendments will ultimately dis-
appear. We will dispose of them by ei-
ther bringing them to the floor by ac-
cepting them or by the authors and
proponents of those amendments agree-
ing at the end of the day that they sim-
ply don’t want to do anything other
than talk about their amendments.

We are not able to enter into a unani-
mous consent agreement on this right
now. I understand the leadership is
going to wait until in the morning to
do that. But by starting first thing in
the morning, I think we do have the
opportunity to move through a signifi-
cant number of these amendments, and
I encourage the proponents of the
amendments on both sides of the aisle
to think seriously about whether you
want to see a farm bill completed, and
if you do, then come down, agree to a
minimal amount of time we can use for
debate and discussion on the amend-
ments, and let’s move through these
amendments with as much haste as we
possibly can.

I do regret that—we are here ready to
agree to a unanimous consent that this
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will be the complete list and we will
begin working and we look forward to
being here tomorrow in that same
frame of mind, to agree to the list of
amendments as proposed on both sides
of the aisle. We are not happy with
some of their amendments and I under-
stand they are not happy with some of
the amendments coming from this side.
Again, that is the way this body has al-
ways worked, and I hope in the morn-
ing we are ready to proceed and we can
move toward debate, discussion, and
voting on these various amendments,
and that we can conclude this as soon
as possible, whether that is before we
leave this week—it may be impos-
sible—but in any event, we will begin
work on it tomorrow.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, while my
friend is on the floor and my friend
from South Dakota is on the floor,
through the Chair to my friend from
Georgia, looking at these two lists
kind of puts a smile on your face, be-
cause it is quite a list. There is a mul-
titude of tax issues and a lot of things
totally not relevant to this farm bill.

But I would say through the Chair to
my friend that I am going to take a
look at this—I have had some good
meetings with my staff and Senator
HARKIN today—and make a decision
about what we should do on this tomor-
row. But the question I have of my
friend from Georgia is how long do we
have to work on this, work our way
through these amendments? There are
about 280 or 290 amendments. I sit here
today and I say again, I have no doubt
that the vast majority of the Demo-
crats—with a significant majority of
Democrats, with a handful of help from
the Republicans, cloture would be in-
voked on this bill.

So I say to my friend, how long do
you think we should play around with
all of these amendments? Is there a
magic number we need to have votes on
some of them? When should I file clo-
ture? If farm State Senators and if
other Senators want a farm bill, time
is wasting. We have a few more days
left in this work period before Thanks-
giving, and when we come back after
Thanksgiving we have a very short 3
weeks to get all of the Federal Govern-
ment’s work done that has to be done
before the calendar year ends. So I
don’t expect my friend to answer the
question without talking to my coun-
terpart on the other side, but I want
him to think about how much longer
do we do this little gesture we are
going through here? We have wasted a
lot of time. The question the Repub-
licans have to make a decision on is do
they want a farm bill? We want one.
We want a farm bill. We will take the
bill that came out of committee—the
vast majority of us—but we know there
are some amendments we need to do. I
think it is important we do the Dorgan
amendment. I think it is important we
do the Lugar amendment. I do think
the substitute and the payment limits
are something we need to do, but I
don’t know how much more of this we
should be concerned about.
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I will have some meetings in the
morning and we will report back to the
ranking member of this very important
committee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia is recognized.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
say to the majority leader I appreciate
his comments. Obviously, I don’t have
the answer to the question as to how
long we should consider the amend-
ments before we file cloture. That is a
decision for the majority leader to
make on his own, hopefully in con-
sultation with the leadership on this
side. But what I would say is we start-
ed this process last week. There were
procedural issues that had to be re-
solved last week. We sat around for a
couple of days without being able to
bring up amendments. Here we are
again. We have sat around today,
again, without having the opportunity
to bring them up. After having served 8
years in the House, I have an apprecia-
tion of the Senate as I have never had
before. It is a deliberative body that
our forefathers decided it should be,
and I have seen no better example of
that deliberation than I have on this
particular bill.

That being said, we won’t know when
it is the right time to file cloture until
we begin the work, and if we begin the
work on this tomorrow, I know from
our side of the aisle—and I will make
the commitment—we will move these
amendments as quickly as possible.
There is the great likelihood that a
number of these amendments won’t be
called up, but we won’t know until we
get into the process.

My farmers and ranchers want a farm
bill. They like the one we have, but
this bill, in my opinion, improves ag
policy for the next 5 years. If we should
not be able to get a farm bill, then an
extension of the current farm bill is
one of the options that is out there.

I have said all along that I think we
could improve that product and this
farm bill does that. So I hope we can
come here in the morning with the idea
that we are going to take up these
amendments and we will take the
Grassley and Dorgan amendment as
the first one. That is on payment lim-
its. I am opposed to the amendment
and I will have a lot to say about it
during the debate, but we are ready to
talk about it and we are ready to begin
the process. I hope that with all of the
counsel available to the majority lead-
er, he will be prepared with us to begin
the debate and vote on these amend-
ments in the morning.

———
ORDER FOR STAR PRINT—S. 589

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Calendar No. 474, S.
589, be star printed with the changes at
the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to my
friend, I am going to close the Senate.
Does he want to say something?
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Mr. THUNE. No, Mr. President.

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 14, 2007

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Wednesday, November 14; that on
Wednesday, following the prayer and
the pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed to have expired, the time for
the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day; that there then be
a period of morning business for 60
minutes, with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
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each, with the time equally divided and
controlled, with the majority control-
ling the first half, and the Republicans
controlling the final half; that at the
close of morning business, the Senate
resume consideration of H.R. 2419, the
farm bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business, I now ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate stand
adjourned under the previous order.

S14351

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:01 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, November 14, 2007, at 9:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate Tuesday, November 13, 2007:

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

HENRIETTA HOLSMAN FORE, OF NEVADA, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

THE ABOVE NOMINATION WAS APPROVED SUBJECT TO
THE NOMINEE’'S COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

THE JUDICIARY

ROBERT M. DOW, JR., OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS.
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