S14232

(b) For purposes of this section, the term
“human embryo or embryos’’ includes any orga-
nism, not protected as a human subject under 45
CFR 46 as of the date of the enactment of this
Act, that is derived by fertilization, par-
thenogenesis, cloning, or any other means from
one or more human gametes or human diploid
cells.

SEC. 510. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any activity that
promotes the legalization of any drug or other
substance included in schedule I of the sched-
ules of controlled substances established under
section 202 of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 812) except for normal and recognized ex-
ecutive-congressional communications.

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall not
apply when there is significant medical evidence
of a therapeutic advantage to the use of such
drug or other substance or that federally spon-
sored clinical trials are being conducted to de-
termine therapeutic advantage.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used to promulgate or adopt
any final standard under section 1173(b) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320d-2(b)) pro-
viding for, or providing for the assignment of, a
unique health identifier for an individual (ex-
cept in an individual’s capacity as an employer
or a health care provider), until legislation is
enacted specifically approving the standard.

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be obligated or expended to enter
into or renew a contract with an entity if—

(1) such entity is otherwise a contractor with
the United States and is subject to the require-
ment in section 4212(d) of title 38, United States
Code, regarding submission of an annual report
to the Secretary of Labor concerning employ-
ment of certain veterans; and

(2) such entity has not submitted a report as
required by that section for the most recent year
for which such requirement was applicable to
such entity.

SEC. 513. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be transferred to any department,
agency, or instrumentality of the United States
Government, except pursuant to a transfer made
by, or transfer authority provided in, this Act or
any other appropriation Act.

SEC. 514. None of the funds made available by
this Act to carry out the Library Services and
Technology Act may be made available to any
library covered by paragraph (1) of section
224(f) of such Act, as amended by the Children’s
Internet Protection Act, unless such library has
made the certifications required by paragraph
(4) of such section.

SEC. 515. None of the funds made available by
this Act to carry out part D of title II of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
may be made available to any elementary or sec-
ondary school covered by paragraph (1) of sec-
tion 2441(a) of such Act, as amended by the
Children’s Internet Protection Act and the No
Child Left Behind Act, unless the local edu-
cational agency with responsibility for such cov-
ered school has made the certifications required
by paragraph (2) of such section.

SEC. 516. (a) None of the funds provided under
this Act, or provided under previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or expendi-
ture in fiscal year 2008, or provided from any ac-
counts in the Treasury of the United States de-
rived by the collection of fees available to the
agencies funded by this Act, shall be available
for obligation or expenditure through a re-
programming of funds that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any means
for any project or activity for which funds have
been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes or renames offices;

(6) reorganizes programs or activities; or
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(7) contracts out or privatizes any functions
or activities presently performed by Federal em-
ployees;
unless the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are no-
tified 15 days in advance of such reprogramming
or of an announcement of intent relating to
such reprogramming, whichever occurs earlier.

(b) None of the funds provided under this Act,
or provided under previous appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that remain
available for obligation or expenditure in fiscal
year 2008, or provided from any accounts in the
Treasury of the United States derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies fund-
ed by this Act, shall be available for obligation
or expenditure through a reprogramming of
funds in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, which-
ever is less, that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects (in-
cluding construction projects), or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any ex-
isting program, project, or activity, or numbers
of personnel by 10 percent as approved by Con-
gress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a re-
duction in personnel which would result in a
change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress;
unless the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate are no-
tified 15 days in advance of such reprogramming
or of an announcement of intent relating to
such reprogramming, whichever occurs earlier.

SEC. 517. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to request that a can-
didate for appointment to a Federal scientific
advisory committee disclose the political affili-
ation or voting history of the candidate or the
position that the candidate holds with respect to
political issues not directly related to and mec-
essary for the work of the committee involved.

(b) None of the funds made available in this
Act may be used to disseminate scientific infor-
mation that is deliberately false or misleading.

SEC. 518. Within 45 days of enactment of this
Act, each department and related agency fund-
ed through this Act shall submit an operating
plan that details at the program, project, and
activity level any funding allocations for fiscal
year 2008 that are different than those specified
in this Act, the accompanying detailed table in
the committee report, or the fiscal year 2008
budget request.

SEC. 519. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to carry out the evaluation
of the Upward Bound program described in the
absolute priority for Upward Bound Program
participant selection and evaluation published
by the Department of Education in the Federal
Register on September 22, 2006 (71 Fed. Reg.
55447 et seq.).

SEC. 520. None of the funds in this Act may be
used to employ workers described in section
274A(h)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act.

SEC. 521. The Secretaries of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education shall each pre-
pare and submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report on the number and amount
of contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements
exceeding $100,000 in value and awarded by the
Department on a non-competitive basis during
each quarter of fiscal year 2008, but not to in-
clude grants awarded on a formula basis. Such
report shall include the name of the contractor
or grantee, the amount of funding, and the gov-
ernmental purpose. Such report shall be trans-
mitted to the Committees within 30 days after
the end of the quarter for which the report is
submitted.

SEC. 522. Not later than 30 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Departments,
agencies, and commissions funded under this
Act, shall establish and maintain on the
homepages of their Internet websites—

(1) a direct link to the Internet websites of
their Offices of Inspectors General; and
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(2) a mechanism on the Offices of Inspectors
General website by which individuals may
anonymously report cases of waste, fraud, or
abuse with respect to those Departments, agen-
cies, and commissions.

SEC. 523. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to enter into a contract in an amount
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in
excess of such amount unless the prospective
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to the
agency awarding the contract or grant that, to
the best of its knowledge and belief, the con-
tractor or grantee has filed all Federal tax re-
turns required during the three years preceding
the certification, has not been convicted of a
criminal offense under the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and has not, more than 90 days
prior to certification, been notified of any un-
paid Federal tax assessment for which the liabil-
ity remains unsatisfied, unless the assessment is
the subject of an installment agreement or offer
in compromise that has been approved by the
Internal Revenue Service and is not in default,
or the assessment is the subject of a non-frivo-
lous administrative or judicial proceeding.

SEC. 524. Section 1848(1)(2)(A) of the Social Se-
curity Act, as amended by section 6 of the TMA,
Abstinence Education, and QI Programs Exten-
sion Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-90), is amended
by striking ‘31,350,000,000 and inserting
“‘31,200,000,000, but in mo case shall expendi-
tures from the Fund in fiscal year 2008 exceed
$650,000,000"’ in the first sentence.

SEC. 525. Iraqi and Afghan aliens granted spe-
cial immigrant status under section 101(a)(27) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act shall be el-
igible for resettlement assistance, entitlement
programs, and other benefits available to refu-
gees admitted under section 207 of such Act for
a period not to exceed 6 months.

SEC. 526. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used by the Commissioner of So-
cial Security or the Social Security Administra-
tion to pay the compensation of employees of
the Social Security Administration to administer
Social Security benefit payments, under any
agreement between the United States and Mex-
ico establishing totalization arrangements be-
tween the social security system established by
title II of the Social Security Act and the social
security system of Mexico, which would not oth-
erwise be payable but for such agreement.

SEC. 527. None of the funds appropriated in
this Act shall be expended or obligated by the
Commissioner of Social Security, for purposes of
administering Social Security benefit payments
under title II of the Social Security Act, to proc-
ess claims for credit for quarters of coverage
based on work performed under a social security
account number that was nmot the claimant’s
number which is an offense prohibited under
section 208 of the Social Security Act.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2008°.

———

ENCOURAGING ALL EMPLOYERS
TO TARGET VETERANS FOR RE-
CRUITMENT AND HIRING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
373, which was submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 373) encouraging all
employers to target veterans for recruitment
and to provide preference in hiring qualified
veterans.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my distinguished col-
league, Senator SMITH, in honoring our
Nation’s veterans through passage of S.
Res. 365. We are days away from hon-
oring veterans for their sacrifices with
a national day of recognition on No-
vember 11. Our resolution would urge
the President to order a proclamation
calling upon employers to make special
efforts to recruit and hire veterans this
Veterans Day.

As chairman of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I am well ac-
quainted with the employment issues
facing veterans, members of the Guard
and Reserves, and their families as
they seek to move from the military to
the civilian workforce. Making these
transitions is mnever easy, but for
younger veterans it can be particularly
difficult. For members of the National
Guard and Reserves, the return to a job
they previously held may be chal-
lenging for a variety of reasons. For
family members, the uncertainty of
multiple and extended deployments
poses different obstacles. Finally, the
obstacles facing those who are disabled
during their service can sometimes
seem overwhelming. The needs of these
individuals deserve our utmost atten-
tion and resources.

Despite these problems and chal-
lenges, veterans make good employees.
They know how to work, and they
bring with them a wealth of expertise
and experience. I believe the employ-
ment data supports my belief since
rates of unemployment for veterans
generally are lower than their non-vet-
eran counterparts. However, the rate of
unemployment for younger veterans
and those recently separated from ac-
tive duty tends to be higher than their
non-veteran peers.

This resolution would highlight the
actions that employers can take to
honor the sacrifices of our Nation’s
veterans and allow them to use the
skills learned while in service to their
country. Veterans have made sacrifices
serving our Nation. When they come
back from that service, it is our re-
sponsibility as legislators to aid them
in returning to the civilian world. Hav-
ing a job can be one of the greatest
steps a returning servicemember can
make in successfully reintegrating into
civilian society.

I am honored to stand with my col-
league in honoring the veterans of the
Nation, and I urge my colleagues to
join us. It would be my hope that em-
ployers around the country take up
this proclamation as a best practice
and continue to look at veterans as
their first choice when making hiring
decisions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolution (S. Res. 373) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 373

Whereas the people of the United States
have sincere appreciation and respect for the
individuals who serve in the Armed Forces;

Whereas in order to recognize their sac-
rifices, including time out from their civil-
ian careers while serving in the Armed
Forces, Congress enacted the Veterans’ Pref-
erence Act of 1944 to restore veterans to a
more favorable competitive position for Fed-
eral Government employment;

Whereas, although veterans acquire skills
and qualities during their military service
that make them ideal candidates for employ-
ment, some veterans need assistance in read-
justing to civilian life, including some young
veterans who experience high unemployment
rates;

Whereas it is acknowledged that the dig-
nity, pride, and satisfaction of a civilian job
are essential to the smooth and full re-
integration into civilian life of those who
have answered our Nation’s call to arms; and

Whereas all citizens and all employers ben-
efit from the service of members of the
Armed Forces and thus bear some responsi-
bility to assist in the reintegration of former
servicemembers into civilian life: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges all employers, private sector as
well as State, county, and local government,
to target veterans for recruitment and to af-
ford qualified veterans hiring preference
similar to the benefits provided by chapter 33
of title 5, United States Code, to preference
eligibles, as defined in section 2108 of such
title; and

———

SUPPORTING DESIGNATION OF A
NATIONAL VETERANS HISTORY
PROJECT WEEK

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 374, which was sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 374) expressing sup-
port for designation of a National Veterans
History Project Week to encourage public
participation in a nationwide project that
collects and preserves the stories of the men
and women who served our Nation in times
of war and conflict.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 374

Whereas the Veterans History Project was

established by a unanimous vote of the
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United States Congress to collect and pre-
serve the wartime stories of American vet-
erans;

Whereas Congress charged the American
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress to
undertake the Veterans History Project and
to engage the public in the creation of a col-
lection of oral histories that would be a last-
ing tribute to individual veterans and an
abundant resource for scholars;

Whereas there are 17,000,000 wartime vet-
erans in America whose stories can educate
people of all ages about important moments
and events in the history of the United
States and the world and provide instructive
narratives that illuminate the meanings of
‘“‘service”’, ‘‘sacrifice’, ‘‘citizenship’’, and
‘“‘democracy’’;

Whereas the Veterans History Project re-
lies on a corps of volunteer interviewers,
partner organizations, and an array of civic
minded institutions nationwide who inter-
view veterans according to the guidelines it
provides;

Whereas increasing public participation in
the Veterans History Project will increase
the number of oral histories that can be col-
lected and preserved and increase the num-
ber of veterans it so honors; and

Whereas ‘‘National Veterans Awareness
Week’” commendably preceded this resolu-
tion in the years 2005 and 2006: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes ‘‘National Veterans Aware-
ness Week’’;

(2) supports the designation of a ‘‘National
Veterans History Project Week’’;

(3) calls on the people of the United States
to interview at least one veteran in their
families or communities according to guide-
lines provided by the Veterans History
Project; and

(4) encourages local, State, and national
organizations along with Federal, State, city
and county governmental institutions to
participate in support of the effort to docu-
ment, preserve, and honor the service of
American wartime veterans.

—————

WELCOME HOME VIETNAM
VETERANS DAY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Veterans’
Affairs Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 289 and
the Senate proceed to its comnsider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 289) expressing the
sense of the Senate that a ‘“Welcome Home
Vietnam Veterans Day’ should be estab-
lished.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

289) was
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