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Thereupon, at 12:23 p.m., the Senate,
having returned to its Chamber, reas-
sembled and was called to order by the
Presiding Officer (Mr. MENENDEZ).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

——

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF
FRANCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Senator
SPECTER and I are on the floor. We had
the pleasure—the entire Senate did—of
listening to a joint session presen-
tation by the President of France. It
was stunningly good. I have been to a
lot of those over the last quarter of a
century, and I would put his right up
near the top. He was so good.

He spoke about the deep and historic
friendship between our two countries.
After the speech, I heard Senator JOE
LIEBERMAN say to him: President
Sarkozy, sometimes we need to be re-
minded by others of how good we are as
a country, how good we have been, and
how bright our future can be. That, in
effect, is what the President of France
told us all as we assembled there.

One thing I wish to mention is one
symbol of that friendship is the Legion
of Honor Award the President of
France presented to seven World War II
veterans who are in a category of their
own. To be a World War II veteran, a
combat veteran, says it all, but to be
awarded the Legion of Honor by the
French Government puts them in a
special category.

One of the presentations was to our
own Senator DAN INOUYE, a Congres-
sional Medal of Honor winner—well,
you don’t win one, it was presented to
him. Senator INOUYE is one of the brave
men who served our country during
World War II. Senator INOUYE, in 1945,
was a 20-year-old lieutenant who was
grievously injured. He lost one limb
and had many other injuries as he was
leading an attack in Italy. The Presi-
dent of France recognized the heroism
of DAN INOUYE, as we do every day.

Senator INOUYE was the leader of the
442nd Regimental Combat Team, com-
posed of only Japanese Americans. So
for Senator INOUYE and for the Senate,
this is a wonderful day, and I am so
thankful to the President of France
and the people of France for recog-
nizing Senator INOUYE.

FLOOR SCHEDULE

Mr. President, today, we continue to
debate the farm bill. This debate is
going well. We had good debate yester-
day. I wish they had been more di-
rected toward amendments, but it was
a good debate—people for and against
the bill. That is what Senate debates
are supposed to be about. I am con-
fident the bipartisan cooperation that
brought this bill to the floor will con-
tinue and result in final passage.

There has been some concern over
the amendment process. I have made it
clear this bill will not fall victim to
nonrelevant amendments, and there
was a discussion on the floor with me
and a number of other Republican Sen-
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ators yesterday saying this isn’t the
way it should be done and we have
never done it this way before. But we
went back and checked the record and
that is the way it is always done. In
the last several decades, the farm bill
does not have nonrelevant amend-
ments.

On the last farm bill, when Senator
Daschle was the leader—he had my
job—there was one nonrelevant amend-
ment, and that was a sense-of-the-Sen-
ate resolution offered by Senator KYL
on the estate tax. We had one of our so-
called side by sides, and that was it.
All other 18 amendments were all rel-
evant. That is the way it has to be on
this bill. It has been recognized for dec-
ades that is the only way you can get
one done.

I had a productive conversation with
Senator MCCONNELL last evening about
the process, and I hope we can work
something out on the amendments. It
is something we need to do, and ulti-
mately that is what we will do. The
sooner we do it, the better off we are.

Tomorrow, I am confident and hope-
ful the Committee on Justice, State,
and Housing and Urban Development
will meet and confer in conference and
come up with proposals so we can bring
this to the floor and work out whatever
we can do with the remaining bills.
Most all the work has been done. I have
spoken to Senator MIKULSKI. She has
talked to her counterpart in the House,
Chairman MOLLOHAN, and they have
worked with their Republican counter-
parts, and so it is something we should
get done as quickly as possible.

These bills are extremely important
to America’s safety and well-being. The
Commerce-State-Justice bill deals
with, among other things, the FBI and
the Drug Enforcement Administration,
s0 it is an important bill and I hope we
can move forward on that very quickly.

Today, we turn to the Veterans,
Labor, Health, and Education con-
ference report. It is an important bill.
The labor aspect of it is chaired by
Senator HARKIN and Ranking Member
Senator SPECTER. I feel about them—
about HARKIN and SPECTER—as I have
for a long time about the Energy and
Water Appropriations Subcommittee.
Senator DOMENICI and I were the chair
and ranking member of that for as long
as a lot of people can remember, and
for Senator DOMENICI and I, who was
chair and I was ranking member, it
didn’t matter that much because we
knew the bill and I think we did a fair
job of working that bill. I feel the same
way about this Labor-HHS bill. It
doesn’t matter who is the chair, wheth-
er it is HARKIN or SPECTER, because we
always get a good product. They have
done wonderful things and come up
with new proposals.

We hear a lot about stem cell re-
search. That idea, legislatively, origi-
nated in that subcommittee. They were
the first ones who got us focused on
that.

I appreciate their hard work. I think
they have done a tremendously good
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job. There is no reason this package
should not enjoy the same over-
whelming bipartisan support the indi-
vidual bill received; that is, the Labor-
HHS bill passed here, and I will talk
about it here in a minute. The Military
Construction-VA got 90-some-odd
votes. Both the Veterans and Labor,
Health, and Education parts of this bill
are just as important as the VA part.
The original VA bill passed the Senate
overwhelmingly. Democrats and Re-
publicans joined to support this legisla-
tion that will address the critical fund-
ing shortages that have left tens of
thousands—not hundreds, not thou-
sands—tens of thousands of our vet-
erans without the care they have
earned and left them without it for far
too long.

I am sorry to say the Bush adminis-
tration has underfunded the VA for
years, but no more dramatically has it
been underfunded than the request by
the President this year. The result of
this short shrift and mismanagement
has been made so very clear, painfully
clear, by the crisis at Walter Reed. The
scandal at Walter Reed Medical Center
merely highlighted the problem. The
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have
stretched the VA to a breaking point.
The number of uninsured veterans has
skyrocketed. The personal data of mil-
lions of vets has been lost or destroyed.
Thousands of American veterans we
call heroes wait endlessly for treat-
ment because their claims are caught
in a bureaucratic nightmare. You can’t
say you support the troops but leave
them high and dry when they return
home.

That is why this legislation includes
the largest increase in funding for vet-
erans care in the history of our coun-
try. We provide almost $4 billion more
than the President’s request, funds
that will go straight to the core of the
problem, making right the awful condi-
tions at Walter Reed and other vet-
erans military facilities, yet will en-
sure that veterans’ personal data is
safeguarded. We will make sure that
research in post-traumatic stress dis-
order, traumatic brain injury, and
other all-too-common illnesses our re-
turning troops face is dealt with quick-
ly and, most importantly, greatly ex-
pand the number of claims managers
and health care workers to provide our
heroes with the efficient, high-quality
care they have so bravely earned.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, at the
outset, I thank the majority leader for
his kind words about the cooperation
between Senator HARKIN and myself in
structuring the appropriations bill for
the Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education. As I
have said, when the gavel has changed
hands, it has been a seamless exchange.

e ——
SPEECH OF THE PRESIDENT OF
FRANCE

Before commenting on the con-
ference report on Labor, Health and
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Human Services, and Education, just a
word or two about the speech of the
President of France which we just
heard in a joint meeting of Congress. It
was truly inspirational. They ap-
plauded the United States for our val-
ues and urged close cooperation, alli-
ance, and friendship between the
United States and France.

He touched some very important sub-
jects, committing France to expanded
participation in NATO, to have Europe
take over more of its own defense—
which is good news for the taxpayers in
the United States since our Nation has
undertaken more than its propor-
tionate share. He spoke in emphatic
terms about the unacceptability of
Iran having a nuclear weapon and the
pledge of cooperation from France to
engage in negotiations and dialog, to
see that does not happen.

There were important words about
the Mideast peace process, the need to
take risks for peace, the need for a se-
cure Israel, the need for release of
intervention in Lebanon by Syria,
about the importance of having Israel
and the Palestinians come to agree-
ment.

It was a very impressive speech. I
think it bodes very well for United
States-French relations and for greater
participation of France in inter-
national matters. He also spoke about
global warming—received a standing
ovation—about the need for U.S. par-
ticipation with other nations in envi-
ronmental protection.

——

LABOR-HHS CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. SPECTER. Now on to the discus-
sion about the legislation, the con-
ference report. This bill does not con-
tain excessive funding. What we are
looking at is a bill which has a cost-of-
living adjustment to what the figure
was last year. The President has come
in with a figure which is $3 billion less
than last year. When you add the cost
of living adjustment, and some very
modest increases in very important
programs, this is a modest bill.

The National Institutes of Health,
which have been increased under the
stewardship of Senator HARKIN and my-
self, has been increased from 12, now to
$30 billion. Last year it was $29 billion.
The extra billion dollars does not even
keep up with inflation costs.

We have mine safety, which is a
major item. It was pared back as much
as can be done consistent with the
mine accidents most recently in Utah.

Community health centers are still
underfunded. Community health serv-
ices, as has been noted by the Presi-
dent, are very important programs.
GEAR UP, a program to deal with at-
risk youth, very modestly financed.
Very important to my State, Pennsyl-
vania, and Philadelphia, which had 406
homicides last year and a real effort to
add mentoring to try to take at-risk
youth and try to deal with this issue.

It is my hope we can negotiate with
the President and come to an accept-
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able term. The President has stated his
willingness to mnegotiate on SCHIP
where there is a significant difference
between what the President wants and
what the Congress has legislated. As
the facts suggest negotiations ought to
be undertaken on SCHIP, they do as
well on Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Education.

It is my suggestion these bills not be
considered together. They violate the
rules in their joinder. There will be a
point of order raised, and I believe they
ought to be separated in accordance
with regular Senate rules.

If we combine the Veterans bill with
the Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education bill, we have already
been advised there will be a veto of
both bills. The veterans financing is
too important to be delayed. I chaired
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for
some 6 years. The additional funds are
necessary, and there would be undue
delay if they are joined together.

So it would be my hope they will be
separated so the veterans funding can
go forward, and we can send this bill to
the President with a view to negoti-
ating terms. I have been in touch with
the White House, talking about the
possibility of coming to an agreed set-
tlement so we can move the appropria-
tions process forward and serve the
needs of the American people.

In the absence of any other Senator
seeking recognition, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NICOLAS SARKOZY’S VISIT TO THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
nearly two centuries ago, the Congress
welcomed back to America a great
Frenchman whose bravery during the
Revolutionary War still illuminates
the pages of our Nation’s early history.

The Marquis de Lafayette wanted to
come back to thank his Revolutionary
companions and to see the effects of
the freedom he and other veterans of
1776 had risked their lives to secure.

His 1824 speech at the Capitol was the
first ever by a foreign dignitary before
a joint session of Congress, and he was
introduced by a Kentuckian. Henry
Clay happened to be the Speaker of the
House at the time, and he said he could
not have had a more gratifying duty
than to congratulate the Marquis on
his return and, as he put it: To assure
him of the satisfaction which his pres-
ence afforded this early theatre of his
glory and renown.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Henry Clay’s remarks on that
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important occasion be reintroduced
and printed in the RECORD, 183 years
after they were first recorded there.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Mr. SPEAKER then rose, and, in behalf of
the House, addressed the Nation’s Guest, in
the following eloquent strain, adorned by
those graces of oratory for which he is dis-
tinguished:

“‘General: The House of Representatives of
the United States, impelled alike by its own
feelings, and by those of the whole American
People, could not have assigned to me a
more gratifying duty than that of being its
organ to present to you cordial congratula-
tions upon the occasion of your recent ar-
rival in the United States, in compliance
with the wishes of Congress, and to assure
you of the very high satification which your
presence affords on this early theatre of your
glory and renown. Although but few of the
members who compose this body, shared
with you in the war of our Revolution, all
have a knowledge, from impartial history, or
from faithful tradition, of the perils, the
sufferings, and the sacrifices, which you vol-
untarily encountered, and the signal services
in America and in Europe, which you per-
formed, for an infant, a distant, and an alien
people; and all feel and own the very great
extent of the obligations under which you
have placed our country. But the relations in
which you have ever stood to the United
States, interesting and important as they
have been, do not consititue the only motive
of the respect and admiration which this
House entertains for you. Your consistency
of character, your uniform devotion to regu-
lated liberty, in all the vicissitudes of a long
and arduous life, also command its highest
admiration. During all the recent convul-
sions of Europe, amidst, as after, the disper-
sion of every political storm, the people of
the United States have ever beheld you true
to your old principles, firm and erect, cheer-
ing and animating with your well-known
voice, the votaries of Liberty, its faithful
and fearless champion, ready to shed the last
drop of that blood which, here, you so freely
and nobly split in the same holy cause.

“The vain wish has been sometimes in-
dulged, that Providence would allow the Pa-
triot, after death, to return to his country,
and to contemplate the intermediate
changes which had taken place—to view the
forests felled, the cities built, the mountains
levelled, the canals cut, the highways con-
structed, the progress of the arts, the ad-
vancement of learning, and the increase of
population. General, your present visit to
the United States is the realization of the
consoling object of that wish. You are in the
midst of posterity! Every where you must
have been struck with the great changes,
physical and moral, which have occurred
since you lift us. Even this very city, bearing
a venerated name, alike endeared to you and
to us, has since emerged from the forest
which then covered its site. In one respect,
you behold us unaltered, and that is in the
sentiment of continued devotion to liberty,
and of ardent affection and profound grati-
tude to your departed friend, the Father of
his Country, and to your illustrious associ-
ates in the field and in the Cabinet, for the
multiplied blessings which surround us, and
for the very privilege of addressing you,
which I now exercise. This sentiment, now
fondly cherished by-more than ten millions
of people, will be transmitted, with unabated
vigor, down the tide of time, through the
countless millions who are destined to in-
habit this continent, to their latest pos-
terity.”

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, his-
torians tell us Members of the Senate
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