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many Members of the Congress are still
concerned that any effort to limit the
President’s damaging policies in Iraq
would have adverse consequences.

Let me dispel a few myths that have
been generated as a result of the dis-
cussion about the use of the power of
the purse.

Some have suggested that if Congress
uses the power of the purse, our brave
troops in the field will somehow suffer
or be hung out to dry. This is com-
pletely false. Congress has the power to
end funding for the President’s failed
Iraq policy and force him to bring our
troops home. Nothing—nothing—will
prevent the troops from receiving the
body armor, ammunition, and other re-
sources they need to keep them safe be-
fore, during, and after their redeploy-
ment. By forcing the President to safe-
ly bring our forces out of Iraq, we will
protect them, not harm them.

Others have suggested that using the
power of the purse is micromanaging
the war. Not so. It makes no sense to
argue that once Congress has author-
ized a war it cannot take steps to limit
or end that war. Setting a clear policy
is not micromanaging; it is exactly
what the Constitution contemplates, as
we have heard today. Congress has had
to use its power many times before,
often when the executive branch was
ignoring the will of the American peo-
ple. It has done so without microman-
aging and without endangering our sol-
diers.

Some have argued that cutting off
funding would send the wrong message
to the troops. Our new Defense Sec-
retary even made this argument last
week with respect to the nonbinding
resolution now under consideration.
These claims are offensive and self-
serving.

Congress has the responsibility in
our constitutional system to stand up
to the President when he is using our
military in a way that is contrary to
our national interest. If anything,
Congress’s failure to act when the
American people have lost confidence
in the President’s policy would send a
more dangerous and demoralizing mes-
sage to our troops—that Congress is
willing to allow the President to pur-
sue damaging policies that are a threat
to our national security and that place
them at risk.

Any effort to end funding for the war
must ensure that our troops are not
put in even more danger and that im-
portant counterterrorism missions are
still carried out. Every Member of this
body, without exception, wants to pro-
tect our troops, and our country. But
we can do that while at the same time
living up to our responsibility to stop
the President’s ill-advised, ill-con-
ceived, and poorly executed policies,
which are taking a devastating toll on
our military and on our national secu-
rity. It is up to Congress to do what is
right for our troops and for our na-
tional security, which has been badly
damaged by diverting so many re-
sources into Iraq.
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As long as this President goes un-
checked by Congress, our troops will
remain needlessly at risk, and our na-
tional security will be compromised.
Congress has the duty to stand up and
use its power to stop him. If Congress
doesn’t stop this war, it is not because
it doesn’t have the power; It is because
it doesn’t have the will.

————

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’
AFFAIRS RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs has adopt-
ed rules governing its procedures for
the 110th Congress. Pursuant to rule
XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, on behalf of my-
self and Senator CRAIG, I ask unani-
mous consent that a copy of the com-
mittee rules be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

RULES OF PROCEDURE 109TH CONGRESS
1. MEETINGS

(a) Unless otherwise ordered, the Com-
mittee shall meet on the first Wednesday of
each month. The Chairman may, upon proper
notice, call such additional meetings as
deemed necessary.

(b) Except as provided in subparagraphs (b)
and (d) of paragraph 5 of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, meetings of
the Committee shall be open to the public.
The Committee shall prepare and Kkeep a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each meeting whether or not such meeting
or any part thereof is closed to the public.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee, or the
Ranking Majority Member present in the ab-
sence of the Chairman, or such other Mem-
ber as the Chairman may designate, shall
preside at all meetings.

(d) Except as provided in rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, no meeting of
the Committee shall be scheduled except by
majority vote of the Committee or by au-
thorization of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee.

(e) The Committee shall notify the office
designated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the time, place, and pur-
pose of each meeting. In the event such
meeting is canceled, the Committee shall
immediately notify such designated office.

(f) Written or electronic notice of a Com-
mittee meeting, accompanied by an agenda
enumerating the items of business to be con-
sidered, shall be sent to all Committee mem-
ber at least 72 hours (not counting Satur-
days, Sundays, and Federal holidays) in ad-
vance of each meeting. In the event that the
giving of such 72-hour notice is prevented by
unforeseen requirements or Committee busi-
ness, the Committee staff shall communicate
notice by the quickest appropriate means to
members or appropriate staff assistants of
Members and an agenda shall be furnished
prior to the meeting.

(g) Subject to the second sentence of this
paragraph, it shall not be in order for the
Committee to consider any amendment in
the first degree proposed to any measure
under consideration by the Committee un-
less a written or electronic copy of such
amendment has been delivered to each mem-
ber of the Committee at least 24 hours before
the meeting at which the amendment is to
be proposed. This paragraph may be waived
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by a majority vote of the members and shall
apply only when 72-hour written notice has
been provided in accordance with paragraph
(.

II. QUORUMS

(a) Subject to the provisions of paragraph
(b), eight members of the Committee shall
constitute a quorum for the reporting or ap-
proving of any measure or matter or rec-
ommendation. Five members of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for pur-
poses of transacting any other business.

(b) In order to transact any business at a
Committee meeting, at least one member of
the minority shall be present. If, at any
meeting, business cannot be transacted be-
cause of the absence of such a member, the
matter shall lay over for a calendar day. If
the presence of a minority member is not
then obtained, business may be transacted
by the appropriate quorum.

(¢) One member shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of receiving testimony.

III. VOTING

(a) Votes may be cast by proxy. A proxy
shall be written and may be conditioned by
personal instructions. A proxy shall be valid
only for the day given.

(b) There shall be a complete record kept
of all Committee action. Such record shall
contain the vote cast by each member of the
Committee on any question on which a roll
call vote is requested.

IV. HEARINGS AND HEARING PROCEDURES

(a) Except as specifically otherwise pro-
vided, the rules governing meetings shall
govern hearings.

(b) At least 1 week in advance of the date
of any hearing, the Committee shall under-
take, consistent with the provisions of para-
graph 4 of rule XXVI of the Standing Rules
of the Senate, to make public announce-
ments of the date, place, time, and subject
matter of such hearing.

(c) The Committee shall require each wit-
ness who is scheduled to testify at any hear-
ing to file 40 copies of such witness’ testi-
mony with the Committee not later than 48
hours prior to the witness’ scheduled appear-
ance unless the Chairman and Ranking Mi-
nority Member determine there is good cause
for failure to do so.

(d) The presiding member at any hearing is
authorized to limit the time allotted to each
witness appearing before the Committee.

(e) The Chairman, with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, is authorized to subpoena the attend-
ance of witnesses and the production of
memoranda, documents, records, and any
other materials. If the Chairman or a Com-
mittee staff member designated by the
Chairman has not received from the Ranking
Minority Member or a Committee staff mem-
ber designated by the Ranking Minority
Member notice of the Ranking Minority
Member’s nonconcurrence in the subpoena
within 48 hours (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Federal holidays) of being notified
of the Chairman’s intention to subpoena at-
tendance or production, the Chairman is au-
thorized following the end of the 48-hour pe-
riod involved to subpoena the same without
the Ranking Minority Member’s concur-
rence. Regardless of whether a subpoena has
been concurred in by the Ranking Minority
Member, such subpoena may be authorized
by vote of the Members of the Committee.
When the Committee or Chairman authorizes
a subpoena, the subpoena may be issued upon
the signature of the Chairman or of any
other member of the Committee designated
by the Chairman.

(f) Except as specified in Committee Rule
VII (requiring oaths, under certain cir-
cumstances, at hearings to confirm Presi-
dential nominations), witnesses at hearings
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will be required to give testimony under
oath whenever the presiding member deems
such to be advisable.

V. MEDIA COVERAGE

Any Committee meeting or hearing which
is open to the public may be covered by tele-
vision, radio, and print media. Photog-
raphers, reporters, and crew members using
mechanical recording, filming or broad-
casting devices shall position and use their
equipment so as not to interfere with the
seating, vision, or hearing of the Committee
members or staff or with the orderly conduct
of the meeting or hearing. The presiding
member of the meeting or hearing may for
good cause terminate, in whole or in part,
the use of such mechanical devices or take
such other action as the circumstances and
the orderly conduct of the meeting or hear-
ing may warrant.

VI. GENERAL

All applicable requirements of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate shall govern the
Committee.

VII. PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

(a) Each Presidential nominee whose nomi-
nation is subject to Senate confirmation and
referred to this Committee shall submit a
statement of his or her background and fi-
nancial interests, including the financial in-
terests of his or her spouse and of children
living in the nominee’s household, on a form
approved by the Committee which shall be
sworn to as to its completeness and accu-
racy. The Committee form shall be in two
parts—

(A) information concerning employment,
education, and background of the nominee
which generally relates to the position to
which the individual is nominated, and
which is to be made public; and

(B) information concerning the financial
and other background of the nominee, to be
made public when the Committee determines
that such information bears directly on the
nominee’s qualifications to hold the position
to which the individual is nominated.

Committee action on a nomination, includ-
ing hearings or a meeting to consider a mo-
tion to recommend confirmation, shall not
be initiated until at least five days after the
nominee submits the form required by this
rule unless the Chairman, with the concur-
rence of the Ranking Minority Member,
waives this waiting period.

(b) At any hearing to confine a Presi-
dential nomination, the testimony of the
nominee and, at the request of any Member,
any other witness shall be under oath.

VIII. NAMING OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

AFFAIRS FACILITIES

It is the policy of the Committee that no
Department of Veterans Affairs facility shall
be named after any individual unless—

(A) such individual is deceased and was—

(1) a veteran who (i) was instrumental in
the construction or the operation of the fa-
cility to be named, or

(ii) was a recipient of the Medal of Honor
or, as determined by the Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member, otherwise per-
formed military service of an extraordinarily
distinguished character;

(2) a member of the United States House of
Representatives or Senate who had a direct
association with such facility;

(3) an Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, a
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, a Secretary of
Defense or of a service branch, or a military
or other Federal civilian official of com-
parable or higher rank; or

(4) an individual who, as determined by the
Chairman and Ranking Minority Member,
performed outstanding service for veterans;

(B) each member of the Congressional dele-
gation representing the State in which the
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designated facility is located has indicated
in writing such member’s support of the pro-
posal to name such facility after such indi-
vidual; and

(C) the pertinent State department or
chapter of each Congressionally chartered
veterans’ organization having a mnational
membership of at least 500,000 has indicated
in writing its support of such proposal.

IX. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be
changed, modified, amended, or suspended at
any time, provided, however, that no less
than a majority of the entire membership so
determine at a regular meeting with due no-
tice, or at a meeting specifically called for
that purpose. The rules governing quorums
for reporting legislative matters shall gov-

ern rules changes, modification, amend-
ments, or suspension.

———
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDU-

CATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS
RULES OF PROCEDURE

Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. President, pursu-
ant to the requirements of paragraph 2
of Senate rule XXVI, I ask unanimous
consent to have printed in the RECORD
the rules of the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions for the
110th Congress adopted by the com-
mittee on January 31, 2007.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE SENATE COM-
MITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND
PENSIONS, JANUARY 31, 2007

Rule 1.—Subject to the provisions of rule
XXVI, paragraph 5, of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, regular meetings of the com-
mittee shall be held on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in
room SD-430, Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing. The chairman may, upon proper notice,
call such additional meetings as he may
deem necessary.

Rule 2.—The chairman of the committee or
of a subcommittee, or if the chairman is not
present, the ranking majority member
present, shall preside at all meetings. The
chairman may designate the ranking minor-
ity member to preside at hearings of the
committee or subcommittee.

Rule 3.—Meetings of the committee or a
subcommittee, including meetings to con-
duct hearings, shall be open to the public ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided in
subsections (b) and (d) of rule 26.5 of the
Standing Rules of the Senate.

Rule 4.—(a) Subject to paragraph (b), one-
third of the membership of the committee,
actually present, shall constitute a quorum
for the purpose of transacting business. Any
quorum of the committee which is composed
of less than a majority of the members of the
committee shall include at least one member
of the majority and one member of the mi-
nority.

(b) A majority of the members of a sub-
committee, actually present, shall con-
stitute a quorum for the purpose of
transacting business: provided, no measure
or matter shall be ordered reported unless
such majority shall include at least one
member of the minority who is a member of
the subcommittee. If, at any subcommittee
meeting, a measure or matter cannot be or-
dered reported because of the absence of such
a minority member, the measure or matter
shall lay over for a day. If the presence of a
member of the minority is not then ob-
tained, a majority of the members of the
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subcommittee, actually present, may order
such measure or matter reported.

(c) No measure or matter shall be ordered
reported from the committee or a sub-
committee unless a majority of the com-
mittee or subcommittee is physically
present.

Rule 5.—With the approval of the chairman
of the committee or subcommittee, one
member thereof may conduct public hearings
other than taking sworn testimony.

Rule 6.—Proxy voting shall be allowed on
all measures and matters before the com-
mittee or a subcommittee if the absent
member has been informed of the matter on
which he is being recorded and has affirma-
tively requested that he be so recorded.
While proxies may be voted on a motion to
report a measure or matter from the com-
mittee, such a motion shall also require the
concurrence of a majority of the members
who are actually present at the time such
action is taken.

The committee may poll any matters of
committee business as a matter of unani-
mous consent; provided that every member
is polled and every poll consists of the fol-
lowing two questions:

(1) Do you agree or disagree to poll the pro-
posal; and

(2) Do you favor or oppose the proposal.

Rule 7.—There shall be prepared and kept a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each committee or subcommittee meeting or
conference whether or not such meetings or
any part thereof is closed pursuant to the
specific provisions of subsections (b) and (d)
of rule 26.5 of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, unless a majority of said members vote
to forgo such a record. Such records shall
contain the vote cast by each member of the
committee or subcommittee on any question
on which a ‘‘yea and nay’’ vote is demanded,
and shall be available for inspection by any
committee member. The clerk of the com-
mittee, or the clerk’s designee, shall have
the responsibility to make appropriate ar-
rangements to implement this rule.

Rule 8.—The committee and each sub-
committee shall undertake, consistent with
the provisions of rule XXVI, paragraph 4, of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, to issue
public announcement of any hearing it in-
tends to hold at least one week prior to the
commencement of such hearing.

Rule 9.—The committee or a subcommittee
shall require all witnesses heard before it to
file written statements of their proposed tes-
timony at least 24 hours before a hearing,
unless the chairman and the ranking minor-
ity member determine that there is good
cause for failure to so file, and to limit their
oral presentation to brief summaries of their
arguments. Testimony may be filed elec-
tronically. The presiding officer at any hear-
ing is authorized to limit the time of each
witness appearing before the committee or a
subcommittee. The committee or a sub-
committee shall, as far as practicable, uti-
lize testimony previously taken on bills and
measures similar to those before it for con-
sideration.

Rule 10.—Should a subcommittee fail to re-
port back to the full committee on any
measure within a reasonable time, the chair-
man may withdraw the measure from such
subcommittee and report that fact to the
full committee for further disposition.

Rule 11.—No subcommittee may schedule a
meeting or hearing at a time designated for
a hearing or meeting of the full committee.
No more than one subcommittee executive
meeting may be held at the same time.

Rule 12.—It shall be the duty of the chair-
man in accordance with section 133(c) of the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946, as
amended, to report or cause to be reported to
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