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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2262. An act to modify the require-
ments applicable to locatable minerals on
public domain lands, consistent with the
principles of self-initiation of mining claims,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3920. An act to amend the Trade Act
of 1974 to reauthorize trade adjustment as-
sistance, to extend trade adjustment assist-
ance to service workers and firms, and for
other purposes.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2262. An act to modify the require-
ments applicable to locatable minerals on
public domain lands, consistent with the
principles of self-initiation of mining claims,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 3920. An act to amend the Trade Act
of 1974 to reauthorize trade adjustment as-
sistance, to extend trade adjustment assist-
ance to service workers and firms, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

—————

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY for the committee on the
Judiciary.

John Daniel Tinder, of Indiana, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Seventh
Circuit.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

——————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr.
LEAHY):

S. 2304. A bill to amend title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to provide grants for the improved men-
tal health treatment and services provided
to offenders with mental illnesses, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FEIN-
GoOLD, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. KERRY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
OBAMA, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. DODD):

S. 2305. A bill to prevent voter caging; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
LUGAR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CRAIG,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, and
Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 2306. A bill to encourage and facilitate
the use of renewable fuel in the United
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States; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. 2307. A bill to amend the Global Change
Research Act of 1990, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. TESTER:

S. 2308. A bill to improve the efficiency of
customs and other services at the Wild
Horse, Montana port of entry; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

—————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
SALAZAR, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SMITH,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. CONRAD, and Mrs. DOLE):

S. Res. 366. A resolution designating No-
vember 2007 as ‘‘National Methamphetamine
Awareness Month”’, to increase awareness of
methamphetamine abuse; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 400
At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 400, a bill to amend the
Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to ensure that dependent
students who take a medically nec-
essary leave of absence do not lose
health insurance coverage, and for
other purposes.
S. 439
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
439, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit certain retired
members of the uniformed services who
have a service-connected disability to
receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for their disability and either re-
tired pay by reason of their years of
military service or Combat-Related
Special Compensation.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 450, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to repeal the medi-
care outpatient rehabilitation therapy
caps.
S. 661
At the request of Mr. CASEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
661, a bill to establish kinship navi-
gator programs, to establish guardian-
ship assistance payments for children,
and for other purposes.
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S. 759
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KERRY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 759, a bill to prohibit the use of
funds for military operations in Iran.
S. 3
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 773, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Fed-
eral civilian and military retirees to
pay health insurance premiums on a
pretax basis and to allow a deduction
for TRICARE supplemental premiums.
S. 836
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 836, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to author-
ize appropriations for sewer overflow
control grants.
S. 1159
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1159, a bill to amend part B of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act to provide full Federal funding of
such part.
S. 1551
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 15651, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act with respect to
making progress toward the goal of
eliminating tuberculosis, and for other
purposes.
S. 1580
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from
Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) were added as cosponsors of S.
1580, a bill to reauthorize the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, and for
other purposes.
S. 1638
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1638, a bill to adjust the sala-
ries of Federal justices and judges, and
for other purposes.
S. 1661
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1661, a bill to communicate
United States travel policies and im-
prove marketing and other activities
designed to increase travel in the
United States from abroad.
S. 1854
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Vermont (Mr.
SANDERS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1854, a bill to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act and the Public Health Service
Act to improve elderly suicide early
intervention and prevention strategies,
and for other purposes.
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S. 1876

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-

sor of S. 1876, a bill to prohibit
extraterritorial detention and ren-
dition, except under limited -cir-

cumstances, to modify the definition of
“unlawful enemy combatant’ for pur-
poses of military commissions, to ex-
tend statutory habeas corpus to detain-
ees, and for other purposes.
S. 1956
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1956, a bill to amend part E of
title IV of the Social Security Act to
provide equitable access for foster care
and adoption services for Indian chil-
dren in tribal areas, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1963
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1963, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
bonds guaranteed by the Federal home
loan banks to be treated as tax exempt
bonds.
S. 1991
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1991, a bill to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
study to determine the suitability and
feasibility of extending the Lewis and
Clark National Historic Trail to in-
clude additional sites associated with
the preparation and return phases of
the expedition, and for other purposes.
S. 2056
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2056, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to restore financial stability to Medi-
care anesthesiology teaching programs
for resident physicians.
S. 2058
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2058, a bill to amend the Commodity
Exchange Act to close the Enron loop-
hole, prevent price manipulation and
excessive speculation in the trading of
energy commodities, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2119
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2119, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint coins in
commemoration of veterans who be-
came disabled for life while serving in
the Armed Forces of the United States.
S. 2136
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2136, a bill to address the treatment of
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primary mortgages in bankruptcy, and
for other purposes.

S. 2164

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LoTT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2164, a bill to establish a Science and
Technology Scholarship Program to
award scholarships to recruit and pre-
pare students for careers in the Na-
tional Weather Service and in National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion marine research, atmospheric re-
search, and satellite programs and for
other purposes.

S. 2166

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2166, a bill to provide for greater re-
sponsibility in lending and expanded
cancellation of debts owed to the
United States and the international fi-

nancial institutions by low-income
countries, and for other purposes.
S. 2168

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) and the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. STEVENS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2168, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to enable increased
federal prosecution of identity theft
crimes and to allow for restitution to
victims of identity theft.

S. 2237

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2237, a bill to fight crime.

S. 2272

At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2272, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice known as the Southpark Station in
Alexandria, Louisiana, as the John
“Marty’” Thiels Southpark Station, in
honor and memory of Thiels, a Lou-
isiana postal worker who was killed in
the line of duty on October 4, 2007.

S. 2300

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2300, a bill to improve the Small
Business Act, and for other purposes.

S.J. RES. 22

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 22, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services re-
lating to Medicare coverage for the use
of erythropoiesis stimulating agents in
cancer and related neoplastic condi-
tions.

S13769
STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. SPECTER, and

Mr. LEAHY):
S. 2304. A bill to amend title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe

Streets Act of 1968 to provide grants
for the improved mental health treat-
ment and services provided to offenders
with mental illnesses, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
today with my colleagues, Senator
KENNEDY, Senator LEAHY, and Senator
SPECTER to introduce the Mentally Ill1
Offender Treatment and Crime Reduc-
tion Reauthorization and Improvement
Act of 2007. This bill will reauthorize
and improve several programs intended
to provide Federal support for collabo-
rations between criminal justice and
mental health systems.

It is estimated that approximately 16
percent of adult U.S. jail and prison in-
mates suffer from mental illness and
the numbers are even higher in the ju-
venile justice system. Many of these
individuals are not violent or habitual
criminals. Most have been charged or
convicted of nonviolent crimes that are
a direct consequence of not having re-
ceived needed treatment and sup-
portive services for their mental ill-
ness.

The presence of defendants with men-
tal illnesses in the criminal justice sys-
tem imposes substantial costs on that
system and can cause significant harm
to defendants. In response to this prob-
lem, a number of communities around
the country are implementing mental
health courts, a specialty-court model
that utilizes a separate docket, coupled
with regular judicial supervision, to re-
spond to individuals with mental ill-
nesses who come in contact with the
justice system.

This past spring, I visited the court-
room of Judge Michael Vigil in the
First Judicial Court of Santa Fe, NM.
Judge Vigil operates a mental health
court that helps individuals who have
been involved in nonviolent crimes
that do not involve weapons and who
have been diagnosed with a mental ill-
ness. It is a 14-month program that at-
tempts to keep defendants with mental
illness out of jail. The court meets
every Friday for about an hour. De-
fendants are required to attend individ-
ually designed therapy sessions, take
their medications, and submit to ran-
dom drug tests and breathalyzer tests.
The appearances before Judge Vigil are
akin to ‘“‘check-ups’ to make sure the
defendant is on course, taking his or
her medications, and that the defend-
ant is in good health. If a participant
violates the rules, they are sanctioned.
If the violations are serious enough,
the defendant can be removed from the
program and sentenced to jail.

The day I visited Judge Vigil’s court,
I witnessed a participant graduate
from the program. I spoke with the de-
fendant and his mother after the hear-
ing. They told me how this program
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