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Dr. Capecchi, along with Drs. Evans 

and Smithies, received the Nobel Prize 
for their discoveries of methods for in-
troducing specific gene modifications 
in mice by the use of embryonic stem 
cells. In the late 1980s, after years of 
research and experimentation on 
mouse-derived stem cells, these doctors 
were able to develop the first knockout 
mice, genetically engineered mice that 
have had one or more of their genes 
isolated and made inoperable. Knock-
out mice have allowed scientists to 
learn more about genes that have been 
sequenced but have unknown func-
tions. Through the techniques devel-
oped by these three doctors, research-
ers are able to inactivate specific 
mouse genes and study the mice for 
any resulting differences. From this 
process, they are able to infer the prob-
able functions of the individual genes. 

This gene targeting technology has 
led to a vast expansion of our under-
standing of genetics. Indeed, it has im-
pacted virtually every area of biomedi-
cine. The successful isolation of genes 
has allowed researchers to determine 
their roles in embryonic development, 
adult physiology, aging and disease. In 
addition, the use of knockout mice has 
led to the production of more than 500 
different mouse models of human dis-
orders, including cardiovascular dis-
ease, neuron-degenerative disorders, 
cancer and diabetes. 

Drs. Capecchi, Evans, and Smithies 
have dedicated their lives and work to 
bettering mankind. Dr. Capecchi has 
been a key advisor to me for many 
years and has been a great help to me 
and this nation with his medical and 
scientific work and knowledge. I have 
the highest praise, not only for his 
work and intellect, but for his dedica-
tion and perseverance. 

I am joined by Senators BENNETT, 
DOLE, and BURR in introducing S. Res. 
350 recognizing the work and achieve-
ments of these new Nobel Laureates 
and congratulating them for the honor 
they have received and I want each of 
them to know how proud I am of them 
and their great accomplishments. I 
also want the entire country to know, 
that this is just the beginning. The 
work of Drs. Capecchi, Evans, and 
Smithies has continued to lay the 
groundwork and establish a strong 
foundation we will need to continue de-
veloping stem cell research and some-
day, sooner rather than later, find 
therapies that will heal some of the 
greatest afflictions suffered by millions 
around the world. This is the great 
promise of the work of these great men 
and I am proud to honor them. 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 

rise with pity and anger that this ad-
ministration can be so insulated from 
reality that millions of American chil-
dren will be denied health insurance 
because of the President of the United 
States and a small minority in the 
House of Representatives. 

There was a critical vote in the 
House today: whether to override the 
President’s veto of the children’s 
health insurance bill. 

Two hundred and eighty six votes 
were needed to override this veto, but 
we fell 13 votes short: 273 to 156. 

One hundred and fifty six Members of 
the House of Representatives cowered 
to the President and turned their back 
on our children. 

They turned their back on almost 4 
million kids nationwide who would 
have gotten health care, including 
100,000 in my home State of New Jer-
sey. 

And they cast these harmful votes 
against the will of the American peo-
ple. 

Eighty-one percent of the public sup-
ports this bill. 

Yet the President’s puppets in the 
House said no. They chose ideology 
over children. 

They choose tax breaks for million-
aires over a doctor’s visit for a sick 
child. 

They are more than willing to spend 
$12 billion a month on Iraq, but not $7 
billion a year for children’s health. 

You have to question the moral pri-
orities of those who oppose funding 
children’s health care in America. 

Civilized societies take care of their 
children. I believe we are a civilized so-
ciety. I just think we have the wrong 
person in the White House. 

It is time to put aside ideology and 
put the needs of American families 
first. 

The only good news today is that the 
bill on the floor of the Senate right 
now puts families first. 

This Labor-HHS appropriations bill 
will help children live longer, 
healthier, and more productive lives. It 
increases Head Start funding, medical 
research gets a boost and we are doing 
more to support critical education pro-
grams. 

But despite all of these benefits, 
President Bush says he will veto this 
bill too. 

I say: ‘‘shame.’’ 
f 

SHERIDAN CONSERVATION 
EASEMENT DEDICATION 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, recently I 
got to participate in the dedication of 
the first conservation easement in 
Sheridan County, WY. I attended grade 
school in Sheridan and graduated from 
high school there. I earned the Boy 
Scout merit badges I needed to become 
an Eagle Scout while I lived there. One 
of the badges was bicycling. It required 
several 25-mile rides. My first ride of 
that length went from Sheridan to Big 
Horn and beyond. That ride was on the 
highway. Today it would be much more 
dangerous as the area has developed 
and more people drive. So I am glad for 
this new conservation easement—what 
I hope will be the first of many con-
servation easements—that will make it 
possible to go from Sheridan to Big 
Horn on a scenic path by the river that 
will provide safety and great views. 

I want to congratulate the Volun-
teers of America for their great role in 
this achievement and ‘‘first.’’ I want to 
thank and congratulate the Sheridan 
County Commission and the city of 
Sheridan, mayor and council for their 
great cooperation. I especially want to 
thank the members of the Sheridan 
Land Trust for their effort and vision. 
This is the kind of community, the 
kind of people, I remember growing up 
in Sheridan. 

I was glad to play a small role in get-
ting the 501c(3) certification for non-
profit status pushed through the sys-
tem. I also did some work for conserva-
tion easements in, of all places, the 
pension bill last year. I got to chair the 
conference committee for the pension 
bill last year. At the end of the process, 
leadership from both sides of the aisle 
brought me a small tax package to in-
clude. I mentioned that I had a couple 
of small provisions I wanted included. 
One was a provision to get Wyoming 
abandoned mine land money released 
back to Wyoming. I found the power of 
a chairmanship. The abandoned mine 
land money will amount to $1.6 billion 
for Wyoming. Another provision in-
cluded was for conservation ease-
ments—conservation easements that 
would make it possible for the average 
person to participate as well as those 
with a lot of money. The bad news is 
that act is available only until Dec 31 
of this year—unless it gets extended. 
The good news is this bicycle-hiking- 
running-nature path could be finished 
from Sheridan to Big Horn this year 
with some tax incentives. I will be 
working to extend the incentive. 

It is very important that I share with 
the Nation the words of Mayor Kinsky 
at the dedication of this first conserva-
tion easement in Sheridan County. It is 
the finest description of what we are 
trying to do that I have heard. Here is 
what he said: 

Look about you—the mountains, the 
creek, the wildlife. It is as God made it. This 
is how it was before we came. Because of 
what we do here today—preserving this place 
as it is, unspoiled—it will be here for those 
who follow us. 

There are those who say we inherited this 
place from our grandparents. I believe we are 
borrowing it from our grandchildren. 

As such, we have a duty to preserve—for 
them—the beauty that had drawn us here, 
and holds us here. 

Fifty years from now, the town will have 
changed. Coffeen Avenue will look different, 
our downtown will look different. But this 
area will look as we see it today. 

Future generations will not recall who we 
are, or what we say. But they will recap the 
benefit of what we do here today. We may 
hope that they will look out on what we have 
left them and say, ‘‘These were people of vi-
sion. These were people who cared about the 
future.’’ 

It is proper that this be done in a manner 
fitting of the character of our people. This 
easement comes about not as a mandate of 
government, but as a gift—given with love— 
to the community and future. 

The purpose of the Sheridan Community 
Land Trust is to hold such gifts, preserving 
them for our heirs. It is our hope that many 
more in the community may be moved to 
make similar gifts to generations to come. 
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With history the final judge or our deeds, 

we ask God’s blessing and help, but knowing 
here on earth God’s work must truly be our 
own. 

Mayor Kinsky, thank you for those 
words. May they serve as a challenge 
and example to everyone to do what 
you and the greater Sheridan commu-
nity have done. 

f 

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CLEAN WATER ACT 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
is the 35th anniversary of the Clean 
Water Act, one of this Nation’s land-
mark environmental laws. 

Since 1972, the Clean Water Act has 
provided essential protection for our 
Nation’s waters that enhance and con-
tribute to human health and well- 
being, the economy, and the environ-
ment. Yet as we celebrate the 35-year 
anniversary of the enactment of the 
Clean Water Act, Federal protections 
of surface waters that provide drinking 
water to an estimated 110 million 
Americans remain threatened until the 
U.S. Congress acts. Two recent U.S. 
Supreme Court cases have jeopardized 
the protection of these and many other 
of our Nation’s waters by calling into 
question the Clean Water Act protec-
tions for entire categories of waters. 

In the 2006 consolidated cases of 
Rapanos v. United States and Carabell 
v. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. 
Supreme Court left more than half of 
our Nation’s waters without Federal 
protections. The impact of that deci-
sion is compounded by the 2001 case 
Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County v. Army Corps of Engineers, 
SWANCC, in which the U.S. Supreme 
Court limited the authority of Federal 
agencies to extend Clean Water Act 
protections to certain wetlands tradi-
tionally protected based on their use 
by migratory birds. 

The implications of the recent Su-
preme Court decisions are disturbing 
for the safety of our drinking water, 
habitats for wildlife, and fragile eco-
systems around the country. At the 
crux of the debate is the term ‘‘navi-
gable waters,’’ which the Supreme 
Court used to restrict the scope of the 
Clean Water Act in ways never in-
tended by Congress. The fundamental 
purpose of the Clean Water Act of 1972 
was to protect the Nation’s waters 
from pollution rather than just sustain 
the navigability of waterways. 

That is why Congress extended pro-
tections to ‘‘waters of the United 
States,’’ and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s and Army Corps of 
Engineers’ regulations have properly 
established the scope of waters—in-
cluding all interstate and intrastate 
waters—needed to be protected in order 
to maintain the ‘‘chemical, physical, 
and biological integrity of the Nation’s 
waters,’’ as called for in the act. This 
goal cannot be achieved if Congress 
does not restore protections that the 
Supreme Court stripped from 53 to 59 
percent of the total length of U.S. 

streams, excluding Alaska, and at least 
20 million acres of so-called ‘‘isolated’’ 
wetlands in the lower 48 States, as esti-
mated by the EPA. 

It is important to understand that 
though the recent court cases focused 
on dredge and fill permits under sec-
tion 404, the definition of ‘‘waters of 
the United States’’ is integral to the 
Federal Government’s jurisdiction 
under the Clean Water Act as a whole. 
This definition is the linchpin for State 
water quality standards under Section 
302 and Section 303, national perform-
ance standards under Section 306, toxic 
and pretreatment standards under Sec-
tion 307, oil and hazardous substance li-
ability under Section 311, aquaculture 
standards under Section 318, State 
water quality certifications under Sec-
tion 401, and national pollution dis-
charge permitting requirements under 
Section 402. 

In light of these Supreme Court deci-
sions, Congress must reaffirm the 
original intent of the Clean Water Act 
and our commitment to ensuring that 
Americans have clean, safe water. The 
Clean Water Restoration Act, which I 
have introduced, will reestablish pro-
tection for all waters historically cov-
ered by the Clean Water Act. It will 
end the legal wrangling over the defini-
tion of waters protected by the original 
Clean Water Act by defining ‘‘waters of 
the United States’’ based on the long-
standing definitions in EPA and U.S. 
Army Corps regulations. 

It is a straightforward, surgical fix. 
Unfortunately, special interest and in-
dustry groups that opposed the Clean 
Water Act in 1972 are back at it again, 
trying to sabotage any legislation that 
restores critical clean water protec-
tions. They are making claims that 
‘‘every wet area’’ will be regulated, 
which could not be further from the 
truth—from the downright silly accu-
sation that swimming pools will be reg-
ulated to the flat-out incorrect accusa-
tion that ground water will be regu-
lated. My legislation does not broaden 
the scope of the Clean Water Act. 

Congress should not stand aside 
while the courts roll back more than 30 
years of Federal protections for our 
waters. On the 35th anniversary of the 
enactment of the Clean Water Act, we 
must step in to bring clarity to a law 
left murky by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

f 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor today to talk about 
something very important—the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games. 

It is a privilege for all of us in Idaho 
to be a part of these games as the host 
for the 2009 worldwide games. And it 
has been an honor for me personally to 
be involved with this wonderful organi-
zation. I know the people of Idaho are 
looking forward to welcoming the 
world to our great State. 

I especially want to thank Senator 
HARKIN for his help. He has been a tre-
mendous advocate for the Special 

Olympics. And from what I understand, 
he is a big fan of the games in his home 
state of Iowa, where they recently 
hosted the National Summer Games. 
Senator, thank you. 

I think we all know that the Special 
Olympics is a first-class organization. 
Its sole purpose is to enrich the lives of 
literally millions of people across the 
world. Through training and competi-
tion, individuals with intellectual dis-
abilities have a chance to become phys-
ically fit, productive and respected 
members of society. 

However, Special Olympics is respon-
sible for much more than games and 
competition . . . it is about quality of 
life. The Special Olympics Healthy 
Athletes Program, developed over a 
decade ago, focuses on health, fitness, 
and well-being of people with and with-
out disabilities. Last year this program 
made it possible to conduct more than 
135,000 health screenings. Just this 
month, at the World Summer Games in 
China, medical volunteers provided 
free dental, vision, and hearing exams. 
Clearly, the games are more than just 
a sporting event they provide services 
to promote better fitness and health 
care. 

So when the Special Olympics asked 
me to help with the Idaho Winter 
Games, it is easy to see why I consid-
ered it a great honor. 

Now, hosting the largest multiday 
winter sports competition ever held in 
the United States isn’t easy—and it 
isn’t cheap. There is a tremendous 
amount of work going on behind the 
scenes. It requires a lot of manpower 
and resources to prepare the infra-
structure and organize housing, meals, 
and transportation for participants 
from all over the world. As a world- 
class nonprofit organization, Special 
Olympics relies mostly on in-kind gifts 
and services. Raising enough money to 
pull off such a large event is a daunting 
task, to say the least. 

This is why I am pleased that the 
Senate Appropriations Committee has 
provided the Idaho Special Olympic 
Winter Games with some much-needed 
funding. This critical financial assist-
ance will make these games possible. It 
will make it possible for some truly re-
markable athletes to compete. 

Again I would like to thank both 
Senator HARKIN and Senator SPECTER 
for their devotion to the Special Olym-
pics. Their work will make these games 
a success. And while I am on the floor, 
I would like to invite my colleagues to 
come to Idaho—to experience the 
magic of an Idaho winter and to experi-
ence the magic of the Special Olym-
pics. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING JOHN HALL 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I would 
like to take time to recognize Mr. John 
Hall of Middleton, WI, on being award-
ed the French Legion of Honor for his 
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