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Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES—H.R. 1585 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, with respect to H.R. 
1585, the Chair appoints Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. BYRD, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mr. REED of Rhode Island, Mr. AKAKA, 
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of 
Nebraska, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
PRYOR, Mr. WEBB, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. 
SESSIONS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CHAMBLISS, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. MARTINEZ, and Mr. 
CORKER conferees on the part of the 
Senate. 

f 

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT 110–8 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, as in ex-
ecutive session, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the injunction of secrecy be 
removed from the following treaty 
transmitted to the Senate on October 
1, 2007, by the President of the United 
States: 

Protocols of 2005, the Convention 
concerning Safety of Maritime Naviga-
tion and to the Protocol concerning 
Safety of Fixed Platforms on the Con-
tinental Shelf (Treaty Document 110– 
8). 

I further ask that the treaty be con-
sidered as having been read the first 
time; that it be referred, with accom-
panying papers, to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations and ordered to be 
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sage be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The message of the President is as 
follows: 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice 

and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Protocol 
of 2005 to the Convention for the Sup-
pression of Unlawful Acts against the 
Safety of Maritime Navigation (the 
‘‘2005 SUA Protocol’’) and the Protocol 
of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safe-
ty of Fixed Platforms Located on the 
Continental Shelf (the ‘‘2005 Fixed 
Platforms Protocol’’) (together, ‘‘the 
Protocols’’), adopted by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization Diplo-
matic Conference in London on October 
14, 2005, and signed by the United 
States of America on February 17, 2006. 
I also transmit, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Pro-
tocols. 

The Protocols are an important com-
ponent in the international campaign 
to prevent and punish maritime ter-
rorism and the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction and promote the 
aims of the Proliferation Security Ini-

tiative. They establish a legal basis for 
international cooperation in the inves-
tigation, prosecution, and extradition 
of those who commit or aid terrorist 
acts or trafficking in weapons of mass 
destruction aboard ships at sea or on 
fixed platforms. 

The Protocols establish the first 
international treaty framework for 
criminalizing certain terrorist acts, in-
cluding using a ship or fixed platform 
in a terrorist activity, transporting 
weapons of mass destruction or their 
delivery systems and related materials, 
and transporting terrorist fugitives. 
The Protocols require Parties to crim-
inalize these acts under their domestic 
laws, to cooperate to prevent and in-
vestigate suspected crimes under the 
Protocols, and to extradite or submit 
for prosecution persons accused of com-
mitting, attempting to commit, or aid-
ing in the commission of such offenses. 
The 2005 SUA Protocol also provides 
for a ship-boarding regime based on 
flag state consent that will provide an 
international legal basis for interdic-
tion at sea of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, their delivery systems and related 
materials, and terrorist fugitives. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
the Protocols, subject to certain under- 
standings that are described in the ac-
companying report of the Department 
of State. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 1, 2007. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PASSPORT 
MONTH 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 338, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 338) supporting the 

goals and ideals of National Passport Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of this resolution 
that would designate the month of Sep-
tember as ‘‘National Passport Month.’’ 

Travel book publishers, along with 
travel editors from some of the most 
prestigious media outlets in the United 
States and many student travel organi-
zations, have designated September as 
‘‘National Passport Month’’ as part of 
a campaign to educate the public about 
the importance of having a passport. 

This resolution supports the goals 
and ideals of ‘‘National Passport 
Month’’ and calls on the Federal Gov-
ernment, States, schools, businesses 
and the people of the United States to 
observe the month of September with 
programs and activities that will en-
courage Americans to get their pass-
ports and see the world. 

Since 2000, the number of passport 
applications received by the U.S. State 

Department has increased by 66 per-
cent. This year, the State Department 
is expected to issue a record 17 million 
passports, up from last year’s record of 
12 million. 

This surge in passport applications 
has led to longer processing times, 
averaging 6 to 8 weeks. As a result, 
there have been significant increases in 
public requests for expedited proc-
essing. 

The designation of September as 
‘‘National Passport Month’’ will serve 
as an important reminder for the 
American people to plan ahead and 
begin their passport application proc-
ess early. 

Despite the significant increase in 
the number of passport applications 
being processed, fewer than 23 percent 
of Americans have passports. 

This number is far too low. Inter-
national travel provides a unique per-
spective of the world and is an invalu-
able opportunity to interact with the 
global community and experience 
world cultures first hand. 

I want to encourage the American 
people to get their passports and see 
the world. 

The designation of September as 
‘‘National Passport Month’’ will not 
only encourage the American people to 
avoid delays and get their passports 
early, but it will also acknowledge the 
positive impact of international travel 
in promoting understanding, tolerance, 
acceptance, and goodwill throughout 
the world. 

On September 5, 2007, the U.S. House 
of Representatives unanimously agreed 
to an identical resolution introduced 
by Congresswoman BARBARA LEE. It is 
my hope that this body will do the 
same. I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 338) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 338 

Whereas, through international travel, 
Americans can individually play a major 
role towards improving foreign relations by 
building bridges and making connections 
with citizens of other countries; 

Whereas interacting with the global com-
munity inspires Americans to reflect on the 
diverse multi-cultural background that has 
defined the United States as a great country 
of cooperation and progress; 

Whereas having a passport and traveling 
abroad creates connections with the global 
community; 

Whereas having a passport and traveling 
abroad promotes understanding and goodwill 
throughout the world, opening the doors to 
increased peace, tolerance, and acceptance; 
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Whereas having a passport and traveling 

abroad opens up a wealth of educational op-
portunities and experiences for Americans of 
all ages; 

Whereas having a passport and traveling 
abroad enables Americans to see first-hand 
the effect of the United States on the world, 
including the tremendous amount of human-
itarian aid given by the United States 
through both public and private sectors; 

Whereas having a passport and traveling 
abroad reminds Americans that they are 
members of a global family and gives them 
opportunities to mend rifts around the 
world; 

Whereas fewer than 23 percent of Ameri-
cans have passports, thereby limiting their 
ability to travel outside the United States; 

Whereas the more Americans travel out-
side the United States, the more they will 
experience opportunities to increase their 
understanding of the world and the place of 
the United States in it; 

Whereas the creation and support of a Na-
tional Passport Month signals to Americans 
the important role they can play as ambas-
sadors for the United States by serving as 
agents of understanding, tolerance, and mu-
tual respect; and 

Whereas travel publishers along with trav-
el editors from the most prestigious media 
outlets in the United States, student travel 
organizations, and book sellers have des-
ignated September as ‘‘National Passport 
Month’’ to educate the public about the im-
portance of having a passport and the posi-
tive impact international travel has on indi-
viduals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Passport Month; and 
(2) calls on the Federal Government, 

States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, other entities, and the 
people of the United States to observe Na-
tional Passport Month with appropriate 
ceremonies, programs, and activities. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON BURMA 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 339, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 339) expressing the 

sense of the Senate on the situation in 
Burma. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I sup-
port the resolution offered by Senator 
KERRY on the current crisis in Burma. 

In his April 16, 1963, letter from a jail 
cell in Birmingham, AL, Dr. King 
wrote that ‘‘freedom is never volun-
tarily given by the oppressor, it must 
be demanded by the oppressed.’’ 

The people of Burma, are demanding 
freedom. They are peacefully marching 
in the streets to demand freedom from 
an oppressor that is one of the world’s 
worst human rights abusers. They are 
demanding freedom from a government 
that restricts the basic freedoms of 
speech and assembly, engages in 
human trafficking, discriminates 
against women and ethnic minorities, 

uses children as soldiers and laborers, 
imprisons arbitrarily, abuses prisoners 
and detainees, and rapes and tortures. 

This military junta is now engaged in 
an attempt to violently suppress the 
Burmese people who refuse to be si-
lenced anymore. Those who have taken 
to the streets are doing so at great per-
sonal risk. Thousands were killed in a 
similar uprising in the summer of 1988. 
This brutal regime is responsible for 
the destruction of 3,000 villages and the 
displacement of 2 million people. The 
people of Burma are saying enough is 
enough. 

Dr. King also wrote from his jail cell 
that ‘‘injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.’’ That is why this 
resolution is so important and why I 
am so proud to be a cosponsor. It sends 
a strong message to those marching in 
the streets of Rangoon and Mandalay 
that the United States is witness to 
what is happening. It also says that the 
United States is working to rally the 
international community behind the 
Burmese people as they strive for jus-
tice after years of oppression. 

This resolution recognizes that we 
can all play a positive role in bringing 
justice and peace to Burma, and that 
we must work with the international 
community to pressure the Burmese 
Government to lift restrictions on hu-
manitarian aid. It also calls on the 
United Nations to play a unique role in 
furthering dialogue toward reconcili-
ation and concurs with the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations decision to 
demand an end to the violence, the re-
lease of all political prisoners, and a 
political solution to the crisis. Finally, 
this resolution rightly urges that 
China end its military assistance to 
the Burmese regime, and that it no 
longer block the efforts of the United 
Nations Security Council to condemn 
the oppressive action of the Burmese 
junta. 

I want to end with a quote from the 
icon of freedom in Burma, Aung San 
Suu Kyi: ‘‘We will prevail because our 
cause is right, because our cause is just 
. . . History is on our side. Time is on 
our side.’’ 

We must continue to stand beside the 
people of Burma in that cause. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish today to denounce 
the savage actions of Burma’s military 
government. During this past week, a 
familiar pageantry of riot police and 
soldiers deployed to stop the peaceful 
demonstrations of Burmese monks and 
citizens. These protestors demanded an 
end to the dictatorship which has gov-
erned Burma for most of the past 41⁄2 
decades. They carried no weapons, in-
cited no violence, and made no de-
mands beyond those which constitute 
basic human freedoms. 

Their military junta reacted as that 
government always has: with silence, 
with threats, and then at last with vio-
lence. I had hoped that the course of 
these protests would not conform to 
Burma’s old pattern of repression. So 
often in this decade we have seen the 
forces of peaceful revolution triumph 

over the institutional relics of an ear-
lier, more brutal age. In Georgia, 
Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan the old re-
gime was toppled with barely a hint of 
violence. Elsewhere, like Lebanon, stri-
dent democratic blows were struck 
against the ruling order. I remember 
not two decades ago, when the Soviet 
Union peacefully dissolved, its citizens 
having had finally enough of com-
munism, misery, and the KGB. 

Sadly, these bloodless successes are 
not always the norm. Events in Uzbek-
istan and Belarus have shown us—as 
did Tiananmen Square 18 years ago— 
that governments which are serious 
about holding power do not topple eas-
ily. They draw on their full arsenal of 
modern repression, from electronic sur-
veillance and torture to indiscriminate 
beatings and murder. This is what has 
happened in Burma. We hoped for a 
bloodless success, and we are rewarded 
with a bloody failure. For me, this is 
particularly hard to bear. 

I have been involved with Burmese 
political issues throughout my tenure 
in the Senate. I have cosponsored nu-
merous bills and resolutions con-
demning Burma’s military tyranny and 
its human rights record. Congress after 
Congress, session after session, I have 
pushed for stricter sanctions on the 
Burmese regime. In 2003, I was a co-
sponsor of S. 1215, the Burmese Free-
dom and Democracy Act, which cut off 
all imports to the United States from 
Burma and authorized support for Bur-
mese democratic activists. I likewise 
supported H.R. 2330, the House version 
of that act which was eventually 
passed into law. Just this past summer, 
as I have done repeatedly before, I co-
sponsored a bill renewing the sanctions 
of the Freedom and Democracy Act. In 
October 2001, I voted for S.A. 1933 to 
the Foreign Operations bill, denying 
Burma outside aid unless Rangoon 
changed its behavior. And in March 
2005, I introduced S. Res. 91, which 
urged China to stop enabling Burma 
with military support. 

It is clear, however, that there is a 
limit to what my colleagues and I can 
effect from our seats in Washington. 
The regime which rules Burma is near-
ly impervious to outside pressure. The 
true wielders of influence—such as 
China and India—have been effectively 
silent thus far on the junta’s latest 
brutalities. And so today, the Burmese 
protests have ended much the way I 
feared they would. There has been no 
peaceful overthrow of the government. 
There is now only the sight of thou-
sands of soldiers patrolling the streets, 
the monks locked in their monasteries, 
Internet and broadcast communication 
nearly cut off. We will probably never 
know how many dissidents were 
thrown into jail over the past week. We 
have only the haziest idea of how many 
Burmese were killed. A regime de-
serter—a government intelligence offi-
cer—claims that thousands were killed. 
We do know that Japan has confirmed 
the death of one of its nationals, a pho-
tographer who was caught up in last 
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