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(Mr. TESTER), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. CORKER), the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1951, a
bill to amend title XIX of the Social
Security Act to ensure that individuals
eligible for medical assistance under
the Medicaid program continue to have
access to prescription drugs, and for
other purposes.
S. 1954

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1954, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to improve ac-
cess to pharmacies under part D.

S. 1970

At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1970, a bill to establish a National Com-
mission on Children and Disasters, a
National Resource Center on Children
and Disasters, and for other purposes.

S. 2067

At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2067, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act relat-
ing to recreational vessels.

S.J. RES. 13

At the request of Mr. GREGG, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 13, a joint resolution granting the
consent of Congress to the Inter-
national Emergency Management As-
sistance Memorandum of Under-
standing.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 13, supra.

S. RES. 319

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 319, a resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the
United States Transportation Com-
mand on its 20th anniversary.

AMENDMENT NO. 2068

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2068 proposed to H.R.
1585, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 2905

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2905 proposed to H.R.
1585, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3024

At the request of Mr. TESTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3024 proposed to H.R.
15685, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3032

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the
names of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. BYRD) and the Senator
from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3032 proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3058

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from New
York (Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3058 proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3058 proposed to H.R.
1585, supra.

AMENDMENT NO. 3078

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 3078 proposed to H.R.
15685, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 3082

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added
as cosponsors of amendment No. 3082
proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. OBAMA, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 2122. A bill to amend title V of the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to reduce class size through
the use of highly qualified teachers,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to join my colleague,
Senator MURRAY, in introducing legis-
lation—the Facilitating Outstanding
Classrooms Using Size Reduction
(FOCUS) Act of 2007—that will provide
$2 billion in funding to help, States and
school districts hire 100,000 new teach-
ers to reduce class size, particularly in
the early grades.

When a teacher is responsible for a
classroom of 25, 30, or more students,
how can we expect each student to re-
ceive enough time and attention? One
pillar of our education system should
be small classes. The body of research
around class size has consistently
shown that smaller classes improve
student performance, including reading
and mathematics, in the early grades
as well as in subsequent years when
students are placed in larger classes.
Research also shows that at the end of
fifth grade, students who were in small
classes in first through third grades
were about half a school year ahead of
students from larger classes in all core
subjects—reading, language arts, math,
and science. Additionally, studies have
found that students from small classes
earn better grades in high school, take
more advanced courses, and are more
likely to take college-entrance exams.
They are also more likely to graduate
from high school than students in larg-
er classes.

Small classes also enable teachers to
teach better. Any teacher will tell you
that small classes make a difference.
Small classes allow teachers to spend
more time on instruction, get to know
their students better, spend less time
on discipline problems, and better iden-
tify students who need individually tai-
lored assistance. The difference be-
tween teaching large classes and teach-
ing small classes is substantial, and
the pedagogy required for each differs.

I have stood with Senator MURRAY on
previous legislation to reduce class size
in our Nation’s schools, and I am proud
to stand with her again today in sup-
port of a class size reduction bill. The
bill we offer today strengthens our ear-
lier efforts to reduce class size. First—
the FOCUS Act would provide a dedi-
cated funding stream for class size re-
duction. The No Child Left Behind Act
incorporated the Class Size Reduction
Program into title II of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act.
The Murray-Biden FOCUS Act would
create a separate funding stream in
title V for the class size reduction ini-
tiative—ensuring that efforts to reduce
class size would not have to compete
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for funding with a broad array of other
teacher and administrator professional
development and training funds.

Another provision that has been
added are instructions that States and
schools districts allocate their funding
in a manner that creates a continuum
of small classes for students as they
progress from Kindergarten to third
grade and beyond. Research has shown
that the benefits of attending small
classes are the greatest for students in
kindergarten through third grade, with
further benefits accruing to those stu-
dents for each additional year spent in
small classes. The ultimate goal is that
a student in the kindergarten grade
matriculates through first, second, and
third grades—each with an average
class size of 18 students or less.

The bill also establishes a Web-based
National Clearinghouse on Class Size
that would provide research, best prac-
tices, and resources for small class-
room instruction. This information
needs to be broadly available and eas-
ily accessible to the education commu-
nity as well as the public.

Additionally, the legislation requires
an independent evaluation to be con-
ducted to determine the impact and ef-
fectiveness of the initiative and the
National Center for Education Statis-
tics to report on average class size
data. It is imperative that we under-
stand, objectively, how these funds are
spent, and what outcomes are achieved.

Mr. President, the ultimate success
of our education system depends on
teachers. Ask any teacher if it matters
whether they are teaching a class of 18
students or 25 students and you will get
the same answer every time: abso-
lutely. Smaller classes will provide
teachers with the resources they need
to create the opportunities for learning
that our students deserve.

By Mr. GREGG (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr.
DobDD, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. DOMENICI, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. MARTINEZ, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. SMITH, Mrs. CLINTON, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mr. SUNUNU, and Mr. PRYOR):

S. 2123. A bill to provide collective
bargaining rights for public safety offi-
cers employed by States or their polit-
ical subdivisions; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is a
privilege to join Senator GREGG today
in reintroducing the Public Safety Em-
ployer-Employee Cooperation Act, to
guarantee that all firefighters, police
officers, emergency medical personnel,
and other first responders across the
country have fundamental collective
bargaining rights. The issue is one of
basic respect for this valuable work-
force, and I urge all of my colleagues to
support this bipartisan bill.

The first responders of our State and
local governments are on the front
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lines of the effort to keep America
safe. They perform difficult, exhaust-
ing work, day and night, to preserve
and protect our communities. In this
post-9/11 era, they have an indispen-
sable role in homeland security as well.
It is vital to our national interest to
ensure that these essential public serv-
ices are carried out as effectively as
possible.

Strong partnerships between first re-
sponders and the cities and States they
serve are vital to public safety. Studies
show that cooperation between public
safety employers and employees im-
proves the quality of services commu-
nities receive and reduces worker fa-
talities. These strong, cooperative
partnerships are built on bargaining re-
lationships. Every New York City fire-
fighter, emergency medical technician,
and police officer who responded to the
disaster at the World Trade Center on
9/11 was a union member under a col-
lective Dbargaining agreement, and
those agreements strengthened their
ability to respond in that time of cri-
sis.

Unfortunately, many first responders
across the country do not have basic
workplace protections. Twenty-nine
States and the District of Columbia
guarantee all public safety workers the
right to bargain collectively, but 21
States deny some or all of their public
safety workers this fundamental right.

Our Nation’s first responders have
earned the right to be treated with re-
spect. The Cooperation Act will ensure
that they receive that respect and will
benefit from the same protections en-
joyed by many other workers across
the country. The bill gives public safe-
ty officers the right to bargain over
wages, hours, and working conditions,
and ensures that these rights are en-
forceable in State court. It also pro-
vides an efficient and effective means
to resolve disputes in labor-manage-
ment conflicts.

The Cooperation Act accomplishes
these important goals in reasonable,
moderate ways. States that already
have collective bargaining in place for
public safety workers are not affected
by the bill. States that do not cur-
rently provide these protections may
establish their own collective bar-
gaining systems or ask the assistance
of the Federal Labor Relations Author-
ity in doing so. This approach respects
existing State laws and gives each
State full authority to decide how it
will comply with the basic standards.

America’s public safety workers are
prepared to put their lives on the line
for their community each and every
day. They deserve a voice at the table
in the life-and-death decisions about
their work. It is essential for their
safety, the safety of our communities,
and the safety of our entire Nation. It
is a matter of basic fairness for these
courageous men and women to have
the same rights that have long bene-
fited so many other Americans. I urge
Congress to act quickly to provide
these fundamental protections.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  338—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PASSPORT
MONTH

Mrs. FEINSTEIN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 338

Whereas, through international travel,
Americans can individually play a major
role towards improving foreign relations by
building bridges and making connections
with citizens of other countries;

Whereas interacting with the global com-
munity inspires Americans to reflect on the
diverse multi-cultural background that has
defined the United States as a great country
of cooperation and progress;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad creates connections with the global
community;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad promotes understanding and goodwill
throughout the world, opening the doors to
increased peace, tolerance, and acceptance;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad opens up a wealth of educational op-
portunities and experiences for Americans of
all ages;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad enables Americans to see first-hand
the effect of the United States on the world,
including the tremendous amount of human-
itarian aid given by the United States
through both public and private sectors;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad reminds Americans that they are
members of a global family and gives them
opportunities to mend rifts around the
world;

Whereas fewer than 23 percent of Ameri-
cans have passports, thereby limiting their
ability to travel outside the United States;

Whereas the more Americans travel out-
side the United States, the more they will
experience opportunities to increase their
understanding of the world and the place of
the United States in it;

Whereas the creation and support of a Na-
tional Passport Month signals to Americans
the important role they can play as ambas-
sadors for the United States by serving as
agents of understanding, tolerance, and mu-
tual respect; and

Whereas travel publishers along with trav-
el editors from the most prestigious media
outlets in the United States, student travel
organizations, and book sellers have des-
ignated September as ‘‘National Passport
Month” to educate the public about the im-
portance of having a passport and the posi-
tive impact international travel has on indi-
viduals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Passport Month; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, other entities, and the
people of the United States to observe Na-
tional Passport Month with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 339—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE SITUATION IN
BURMA

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. LUGAR, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. DoODD, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
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