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job. He was asked to serve his country
in a new capacity and brought with
him a great sense of honor and duty. In
this time of war, Jim has worked tire-
lessly to ensure that the VA meet the
current needs of those veterans return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan. Al-
though there is great urgency in caring
for our recently wounded service men
and women, Jim has also understood
the crucial need to continue to provide
the utmost care for our veterans and
warriors of past generations. Under his
leadership, the VA has earned higher
marks for medical services than the
private health care industry for cus-
tomer satisfaction, according to the
American Customer Satisfaction Index,
for the seventh consecutive year. He
has helped to give all our veterans the
care they deserve, as they have sac-
rificed so much for all of us.

I have personally worked with Jim
for years. I would especially like to
thank him for the instrumental role he
played in reinvigorating the construc-
tion of a new VA hospital in Aurora on
the Fitzsimons campus. Without his
support, this project would not have
progressed to the point it is at today.
This hospital will prove to be a great
asset for our veterans in Colorado, and
Secretary Nicholson should be com-
mended for his efforts.

As we celebrate the service of Sec-
retary Nicholson, I had also like to
take this opportunity to thank his
family, mnotably his wife Suzanne,
whose endless support is undoubtedly
valued and is greatly appreciated. Jim
Nicholson has served this country with
honor and valor in many capacities. I
will certainly miss Secretary Nichol-
son, and wish him and his family the
best of luck in the future. I thank him
for his exceptional service on behalf of
all our veterans.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S.
ARMY SPACE AND MISSILE DE-
FENSE COMMAND

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that I recognize
the celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the U.S. Army Space and Missile De-
fense Command, an organization that
is headquartered in Huntsville, AL.

On this day, October 3, 1957, the
Army activated the Redstone Anti-Mis-
sile Missile Systems Office. With a
staff of 5 military and 19 civilians, this
organization set the foundation of the
Army’s space and missile defense pro-
grams. From these beginnings, they
have become an international organiza-
tion of more than 2,000 military and ci-
vilians devoted to providing around-
the-clock space and missile defense re-
search and development and oper-
ational capabilities. I wish to express
my congratulations to the Army com-
munity in northern Alabama for their
splendid record of achievement in
space and missile defense and to ask
my colleagues to join me in saluting
them for their contributions to the se-
curity of our Nation and her
warfighters.
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This organization and the U.S. Army
have led the Nation in space and mis-
sile defense from the 1957 authorization
to proceed with the Nike Zeus system
to the deployed hit-to-kill national and
theater missile defense systems today.
Along the way, the Army’s missile de-
fense team has achieved a number of
significant milestones: the first suc-
cessful intercept of an intercontinental
ballistic missile, ICBM, in 1962; the
first deployed ballistic missile defense
system in the United States in 1975: the
first non-nuclear intercept of an ICBM
in 1984; the first kinetic energy inter-
cept of a tactical missile in 1987; and
the first directed energy intercepts of
rockets in flight in 1996. Their
battletested products are currently de-
ployed around the world defending our
Nation, our service members, and our
allies.

In 1957, missile defense brought a new
facet to the Army’s exploration of
space in the 1950s. As missions
changed, it remained constant. In the
1970s, the Army returned to space ex-
ploration with a precedent setting tac-
tical exploration program. From the
1970s through Operation Desert Storm,
the first space war, space has become
an integral element of the warfighter’s
life. Since then, this organization has
become the focal point for Army Space.
They provide research and development
to expand the possibilities provided by
space. They have established a brigade
of space soldiers dedicated to space su-
periority and the application of space
technology. And today, space soldiers
and technologies continue to provide
battlefield communications, satellite
imagery and analysis, three-dimen-
sional visualization, guidance informa-
tion, precise early warning of threat
missiles, and a host of other space-
based capabilities tailored for the
warfighter.

Together with their Government and
industry teammates, the future of
space and missile defense rests in the
hands of the men and women who work
in this Army organization in Hunts-
ville and Colorado Springs, as well as
other locations throughout the world.

Mr. President, I salute Huntsville,
the surrounding area, and the hard-
working men and women of this great
region of our country. Most impor-
tantly, I wish to extend a warm and
hearty congratulations to the U.S.
Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand team for a job well done, and
best wishes for its continued success
during the next 50 years and beyond.
Secure the high ground.

———

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, this past
Saturday was National Public Lands
Day. On September 29, hundreds of
thousands of citizens from across the
country volunteered to give their time
to improve our public lands. These vol-

unteers cleared obstructed trails,
picked up litter, planted trees, re-
moved invasive species, and taught
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young Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts
about camping. I commend all volun-
teers for their commitment.

Now in its 14th year, National Public
Lands Day has become the largest
grassroots volunteer effort on behalf of
our public parks, rivers, lakes, forests,
rangelands, and beaches. Last year, an
estimated $11 million worth of labor in-
tensive work was carried out, and this
year it is expected that $12 million of
improvements were added to America’s
public lands.

On Wednesday, September 27, the
front page of USA Today displayed a
picture of Coeur d’Alene, ID, with a
headline that read ‘“No end in sight for
Idaho’s growth.” The article went on to
provide a breakdown of how Idaho’s
economy has remained strong despite
the current slump in the housing mar-
ket. It reads, ‘‘[An] ingredient in Ida-
ho’s boom has been the ‘‘amenities
business”’—hiking, hunting, fishing,
skiing, whitewater rafting—that at-
tracts tourists and new residents, from
billionaires to young outdoor enthu-
siasts.”

Today Idaho is experiencing a new
brand of tourists and a new brand of
neighbors moving in down the street.
These people are focused on the vig-
orous quest for a quality of life that in-
cludes the enjoyment of the outdoors.
What ties the third generation Idahoan
to a newcomer is an appreciation for
the resources and the value that mul-
tiple uses contribute to our livelihoods
and communities.

The USA Today article also points
out that ‘“[t]he federal government
owns about two-thirds of the land in
Idaho, mostly national forests. The
state has 21 million acres of roadless
wilderness, about the size of South
Carolina and more than any state ex-
cept Alaska.” Public lands have much
to offer and are very beneficial for
Idaho.

There are a myriad of different re-
sources that can be responsibly har-
vested or extracted from our public
lands. From sustainably managed for-
ests to livestock use to oil and geo-
thermal potential, these lands hold the
resources Americans rely on to achieve
the standard of living that we have
today.

Using the resources on our own pub-
lic lands, as opposed to relying on for-
eign resources, affords us the oppor-
tunity to fund schools, highways, and
national defense, all the while easing
the financial burden on the taxpayers.

There are those, however, who would
prefer to see land management agen-
cies take more of a preservationist
role, prohibiting access to our national
forests, parks, beaches, and rangelands
and leaving nature to run its course.
This is not a value that many Idahoans
hold, and neither do 1.

We must actively manage our lands
so that the recreational and resource
benefit can be utilized by every Amer-
ican citizen. Under certain cir-
cumstances, active management in-
cludes limited access in specific areas;
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however, we must be cautious not to be
overly restrictive of public access to
public lands. The same holds true for
natural resource management. We can-
not use a one-size-fits-all management
style when there are so many differing
opinions on how to best utilize our do-
mestic natural resources.

In closing, I want to again say thank
you to the volunteers for their tremen-
dous efforts to ensure that the public
lands we enjoy today will be enjoyed by
many, for years to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

RETIREMENT OF RICK DIEGEL

e Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize the distinguished career of a man
who has devoted his life to improving
the welfare of working men and
women.

Rick Diegel hails from Texas, where
he worked as a journeyman wireman
and foreman. He served his country in
the U.S. Air Force from 1964 to 1968,
and is a veteran of the Vietnam War.
He also served three terms as the
mayor pro-tem of the City of Ingleside,
Texas, and was elected business man-
ager of International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local 278 in Corpus
Christie in 1977. He held this post until
1983, when he was appointed to the
International Office of IBEW as the di-
rector of their Committee on Political
Education. In 1998, he became director
of the DPolitical/Legislative Depart-
ment, a position he has held to this
day.

For nearly four decades, Rick has
fought to improve the working and liv-
ing standards for our Nation’s workers.
As director at the International Office,
Rick spearheaded the modern political
program of the union, and transformed
the way that unions effect legislative
change. He worked to get more IBEW
members elected to office than any
other union, and he established a full-
time grassroots mobilization program
at IBEW to give even a louder voice to
workers’ needs.

Throughout his career, Rick has been
a forceful advocate for the approxi-
mately 750,000 members who work in a
wide variety of fields, including utili-
ties, construction, telecommuni-
cations, broadcasting, manufacturing,
railroads and government. Rick has
served as a powerful champion for the
labor movement, not only because he
was a skillful advocate on behalf of
workers, but also because he encour-
aged workers to make their individual
voices heard. Rick understood the im-
portance of workers engaging in the
political process to elect members who
made workers’ rights a priority.

Rick Diegel is a dear friend and an
invaluable ally in the fight to support
America’s workers. He has left an in-
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delible mark on the country he has
served his entire life, and he has im-
proved the lives of millions of workers.
I wish him a retirement full of health
and happiness.®

———

HONORING MICHAEL
HOOFFSTETTER

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I wish
today to recognize a fellow New Mexi-
can, Michael Hooffstetter, for his hard
work and advocacy on behalf of indi-
viduals living with Parkinson’s disease.

Michael is in Washington this week
receiving a very prestigious award
from the Parkinson’s Action Network,
the Milly Kondracke Award. The
award’s namesake was a well-known
Parkinson’s advocate who worked tire-
lessly to increase awareness of this dis-
ease and support Federal funding for
research until her death in 2004. The
award is presented annually to an ad-
vocate who demonstrates the incred-
ible strength of spirit and commitment
to advocacy that Milly demonstrated. I
am very pleased that this year’s recipi-
ent is Michael Hooffstetter.

Each of the last several years, Mi-
chael and others from New Mexico have
come to Washington and met with me
to discuss programs that help those
suffering with Parkinson’s disease. As
the New Mexico State coordinator for
the Parkinson’s Action Network, Mi-
chael speaks candidly about his dis-
ease, the treatments he has undergone,
and the effect it has had on him and his
family. Michael’s Air Force service has
given him a special interest in the De-
partment of Defense Neurotoxin Expo-
sure Treatment and Research Program.
I have always appreciated his honesty
and insight and admire him for his ad-
vocacy.

Michael Hooffstetter has helped
many people by dedicating his time
and efforts through the Parkinson’s
Action Network. I congratulate him for
this award.e

———
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
wish today to congratulate the New
Mexico affiliates of Habitat for Human-
ity on the completion of their 500th
house. This house was built for Frances
Marquez and her daughter, 11-year-old
Amanda Marquez in San Pedro, NM,
which is located right outside of
Espanola. The Espanola and Los Ala-
mos affiliate of Habitat for Humanity
gathered 100 people from Espanola Val-
ley to volunteer on this project and
bring a real sense of community to the
Marquez family’s new home.

This particular house was a very spe-
cial project. It involved the community
not only through the volunteers who
built the house, but also through the
suggestions of Northern New Mexico
College surveying students who helped
draft the plans for the house. Drafting
instructor Jeff Toomey brought this
project to his class in order to give
them a real-world lesson on drafting
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plans for a client. Thanks to their
input, this house was specially de-
signed to meet the needs of the
Marquez family.

Habitat for Humanity is responsible
for the creation and rehabilitation of
over 150,000 homes since its 1976 incep-
tion. In my home State of New Mexico,
there are 18 affiliates of Habitat for
Humanity who have improved the lives
of families and communities by striv-
ing to provide safe and affordable hous-
ing. As a Senator, I am always looking
for ways to help New Mexico commu-
nities be the best that they can be, and
thanks to organizations like Habitat
for Humanity, this common goal can be
accomplished.e®

——

TRIBUTE TO GRACE PALEY

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I wish
to acknowledge the recent passing of
Grace Paley. Grace, who called
Vermont her home, was a renowned
and award-winning short story writer,
a political activist, a wife and mother.

Although she spent much of each
year in Thetford, VT, and we consid-
ered her an adopted Vermonter, her fic-
tion was set in the apartments, streets
and neighborhoods of New York City.
Grace Paley was not attracted to the
bright lights or famous personalities or
glitter of New York; however, she was
attracted to the quotidian lives and the
interpersonal and ethical problems
faced by people very like ourselves. As
Grace once said, “I’m not writing a his-
tory of famous people, I am interested
in a history of everyday life.”” She
wrote about them in her two most
noted collections of stories, ‘“The Lit-
tle Disturbances of Man’” and ‘‘Enor-
mous Changes at the Last Minute.”
And she wrote beautifully, and with
great sensitivity to both the spoken
language and to human relationships.
Her work gathered enormous critical
acclaim. She was one of the great short
fiction writers of our age.

Her home in Thetford, VT, was not
some weekend getaway, some means of
unwinding from the hectic pace of life
in the big city. For Grace, Thetford—
and the State of Vermont—was a place
where she could carry on her long-
standing struggle for peace and for so-
cial justice. She was an active, a very
active, presence in the local commu-
nity. Whether it was through her long-
standing commitment to bringing
peace to the world or her many local
readings of her fiction, Grace Paley
was a presence in our lives—and a be-
loved local figure. She never sought the
spotlight, but she did not shy away
from it when she felt her cause was
just. She lived her convictions and
served as a model for generations of
women, of Vermonters, of activists.

In recognition of her contributions to
Vermont, Grace Paley was awarded the
title of “Vermont State Poet’ in 2003,
a position that had been held pre-
viously by Robert Frost, among others.
She was also awarded the title of ‘“‘New
York State Writer” by Mario Cuomo in
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