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to put on the uniform first to defend it. 
In Limbaugh’s case, he would not do 
that. 

Well, I also find it disturbing that his 
offensive comments have not been con-
demned by our Republican colleagues, 
or by the Commander in Chief, all of 
whom were so quick to condemn a 
similar personal attack on General 
Petraeus several weeks ago. 

The Boxer-Levin-Durbin Amendment 
to the Defense authorization bill said 
the Senate ‘‘strongly condemns all at-
tacks on the honor, integrity, and pa-
triotism of any individual who is serv-
ing in the Armed Services.’’ I just 
point out that all but two Republican 
Senators voted against this amend-
ment. Will any one of them stand up 
and be brave enough to take on Rush 
Limbaugh? Will anybody on that side 
of the aisle take on Rush Limbaugh for 
this statement? We have not heard 
anything yet, but I hope they do. 

The silence from President Bush and 
the Republican leadership is simply 
deafening. Is this because they agree 
with Mr. Limbaugh, or they don’t want 
to risk angering such a prominent con-
servative by taking him to task. 

Mr. President, in August, seven sol-
diers published an op-ed in the New 
York Times criticizing the current 
strategy in Iraq. Tragically, two of 
those soldiers were subsequently killed 
in action, making the ultimate sac-
rifice for their country. 

I only can assume by Mr. Limbaugh’s 
definition that they, too, were phony 
soldiers. What is most despicable, Rush 
Limbaugh says these provocative 
things to make more money. So he cas-
tigates our soldiers. This makes more 
news. It becomes the news, more people 
tune in, he makes more money. 

I don’t know, maybe he was high on 
his drugs again. I don’t know if he was 
or not. If so, he ought to let us know. 
That shouldn’t be an excuse. 

I wish to make it clear that I respect 
Mr. Limbaugh’s right to say whatever 
he wants, but we also have a right. We 
have a right not to listen to him. 

So I think the best thing to do for 
him is to tune him out, tune out Rush 
Limbaugh and listen to more respon-
sible talk show hosts in this country. 

I think that it is time, again, for us 
to stand up for our troops, as we have, 
I think, in the past, to give them every 
bit of support and give their families 
support. That is what my amendment 
does. I am pleased this amendment has 
been included in the National Defense 
Authorization Act, because it is an im-
portant step toward ensuring that our 
National Guard and Reserve families 
receive the kind of support the families 
of our regular forces also receive. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Montana. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO JOE PAPEZ 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute and thanks to Joe Papez, 
Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army retired. 

Joe is a veteran of World War II. In 
fact, he is believed to be the oldest liv-
ing Purple Heart recipient in the 
United States, and he is one of the 
brave men who answered the call of 
their country and who helped the 
‘‘greatest generation’’ earn that title. 

Joe was injured three times during 
his stint in the Army, where he served 
in both Africa and Italy, in the cam-
paigns of 1943 and 1944. He earned three 
Purple Hearts fighting in Casablanca, 
on the island of Sicily, and in Italy. 
But it was his last wound by a German 
artillery shell during the fierce fight-
ing at Anzio, Italy, that earned him a 
free ticket back home. 

The way Joe tells the story, after he 
was wounded in Anzio, he was put on a 
ship and sent home, but he doesn’t re-
member the trip. He woke up in Vir-
ginia. After a while, he was shipped to 
Denver, where he recovered in a hos-
pital. Then he was shipped to Oregon 
and finally to Santa Barbara. 

When he finally got back on his feet, 
he kept on serving his country by car-
ing for German prisoners of war in 
Utah, where he remained until the war 
was over. 

Following the war, Joe returned to 
Red Lodge, MT. Disabled from his war 
wounds, he was unable to get a job. He 
made a drawing for a homestead in 
Powell, WY, but was told he was too 
sick to have it. However, with help 
from his brothers and a bank loan, he 
got into farming and ranching. 

On December 19, Joe Papez will turn 
100 years old or, should I say, 100 years 
young. He will turn 100 in the same 
town in which he has lived for nearly 
his entire life. Although he was born in 
Franklin, KS, the State of Montana is 
proud to claim Joe as one of our own. 

Joe’s family moved to Red Lodge 
when he was a year old. Residents of 
Red Lodge know he is a fixture in the 
town’s Memorial Day parade, he is a 
regular in the Fourth of July parade, 
and even at his age, he marches in 
these parades to remember his brothers 
in arms with whom he served. And they 
will always remember him. Fittingly, 
the Billings chapter of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart is named for 
Joe Papez. 

Joe is spry and healthy and said he 
would serve his country again if he 
could. Joe Papez has served his country 
and his community, and he has done it 
very well. 

So today we give thanks to him and 
Dorreen, and we pray for more folks 
just like Joe. 

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that I be per-

mitted to speak as in morning business 
for 10 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 
today marks the beginning of domestic 
violence month, and it marks a time 
when we look at the progress we have 
made in this area and what challenges 
remain. 

As a former prosecutor, I am well 
aware of the tragedies we see every day 
in this country from domestic violence. 
But it is also a time in our State where 
we look back at the lives of Paul and 
Sheila Wellstone, who devoted their 
time, their passion, and their energy to 
doing something about a problem that 
so often is overlooked or about which 
people do not want to talk. 

This is, in fact, a few weeks on the 
calendar before their tragic death in a 
plane crash. Today we are going to wel-
come their son, David Wellstone, to the 
Capitol, and there will be a quilt dis-
played in the Russell rotunda, a quilt 
made by women and children from 13 
different domestic violence centers 
across this country. 

At the event today, we are going to 
have in Paul and Sheila’s honor—we 
are not just going to look back on all 
they accomplished and stood for, but 
we are also going to look ahead to the 
work we all must do to carry their leg-
acy forward, especially that commit-
ment they had to ending domestic vio-
lence. 

It is hard to believe it has already 
been nearly 5 years since we lost Paul 
and Sheila. It feels both so long ago 
and yet not that long ago. But we know 
their dreams and passions remain alive 
in each one of us, and that is why we 
are gathering tonight. 

For me, I get my own special re-
minder of Paul Wellstone every day. 
His family gave me the flags that hung 
in his office. I am also reminded every 
day by ordinary people in the Capitol 
when I say I am from Minnesota—the 
tram drivers in the basement or the po-
lice officers or the secretaries in Sen-
ate offices who, when you say you are 
a Senator from Minnesota, they re-
member Paul, and they remember how 
well he treated people and the dignity 
with which he treated people every 
day. 

Above all, I keep in mind, in front of 
my mind, the fundamental values for 
which he fought and struggled—being a 
voice to the voiceless, bringing power 
to the powerless, bringing justice to 
those who suffered injustice and above 
all, bringing hope to all of us that we 
can change the world and make it a 
better place. 

There is no better way to honor 
Sheila’s groundbreaking work in do-
mestic violence than to mark the be-
ginning of Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month with that quilt hanging in 
the Capitol. 
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I had the honor and opportunity to 

work with Sheila on many occasions 
when I was Hennepin County attorney. 
She was instrumental in creating and 
funding the Hennepin County Domestic 
Abuse Service Center. Hennepin Coun-
ty has about 1.1 million people, and 
this center is a landmark center across 
the country. It is a single place where 
women and their children can come. 
There is a play area for the kids. There 
are prosecutors there. There are police 
there. It is one place where they can 
get through the redtape and come to 
get help. The center is an international 
model for serving victims of domestic 
violence. 

Sheila and I shared a particular con-
cern for the fate of children who grew 
up in homes with domestic violence. 
There are deeply disturbing statistics 
on children who witness domestic 
abuse in their homes. These kids are 
six times more likely to commit sui-
cide. They are 24 times more likely to 
commit sexual assault. They are 60 
times more likely to exhibit delinquent 
behavior and, most chilling of all, lit-
tle boys who witness domestic violence 
are 100 times more likely to become 
abusers themselves. 

In my job as a prosecutor, I learned 
very quickly that when there is domes-
tic violence, there is always a victim, 
the immediate victim, but it ripples 
through an entire family. 

I remember a case we had in a subur-
ban area where a man who had been 
abusing his wife killed her. There was a 
little girl, a little daughter who was 
about 4 years old. When he disposed of 
his wife’s body, he brought the daugh-
ter with him in the back seat. A few 
days later, the grandparents came in 
from Russia. The woman was a Russian 
immigrant. They brought the deceased 
woman’s twin sister, identical twin sis-
ter. This little daughter had never seen 
her aunt before. She ran through the 
airport when she saw her get off the 
plane and she said: Mommy, mommy, 
mommy. When you hear stories such as 
that story, you remember it is not 
about one victim, it is about an entire 
family. 

Sheila knew those stories, and Sheila 
knew those statistics. But even more, 
she knew the names and the faces of 
the real children who witnessed and ex-
perienced abuse in the home. It made 
her all the more determined to do 
something about it because in Amer-
ica, of all places, kids should be free to 
grow up with safety, security, and 
peace of mind. 

I remember the last time I saw Shei-
la. It was 2 weeks before that terrible 
plane crash. She and I had been asked 
to speak at a ceremony celebrating the 
new citizenship of Russian immigrants. 
It wasn’t a campaign event. There were 
no cameras, even though it was about 3 
weeks before one of the biggest elec-
tions in the country. It was just new 
citizens and their families. 

We both talked about the immigrant 
traditions in our own families. She 
talked about her family growing up in 

Appalachia. I talked about my family 
on the Iron Range with the Slovenian 
roots. As the event was winding down, 
in walked Paul. He wasn’t supposed to 
be there. He was supposed to be in 
Washington. It was 3 weeks before this 
major election, and he was in this little 
room, with no reporters and no cam-
eras, to greet these new citizens. 

I always knew he was there for two 
reasons. One, he was there because he 
loved his wife and he wanted to be 
there to surprise her and support her. 
But he was also there that night be-
cause he truly embraced that immi-
grant tradition. He embraced the idea 
that a person could come to this coun-
try, an incredible journey to freedom, 
with nothing, and they could work 
hard, succeed and send their kids and 
their grandkids to college because that 
had been what had happened to him 
and that had been what happened to 
Sheila. 

It was the same thing for Sheila and 
Paul with victims of domestic violence, 
people who had sunk to the lowest in 
their life, who had no home, who were 
out on the street, who were out hiding 
in a shelter. She worked tirelessly to 
ensure that victims and their families 
could begin their own journeys to free-
dom, that they could get a fresh start, 
with new opportunities, in a new and 
secure environment. 

We will always miss Paul and Sheila, 
but thanks to their son David, who is 
going to be with us here this evening, 
and countless volunteers and friends 
from all over the country, they have 
carried on their legacy and their work. 
They have carried on their legacy to 
change the world and make it a better 
and safer place for everyone. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is concluded. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
H.R. 1585, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1585) to authorize appropria-

tions for fiscal year 2008 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Nelson of Nebraska (for Levin) amendment 

No. 2011, in the nature of a substitute. 
Reid (for Kennedy) amendment No. 3058 (to 

amendment No. 2011), to provide for certain 
public-private competition requirements. 

Reid (for Kennedy) amendment No. 3109 (to 
amendment No. 3058), to provide for certain 
public-private competition requirements. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that later in the afternoon 
there will be probably two votes, one 
on the Mikulski-Kennedy amendment 
and probably a vote on final passage; 
am I correct? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments that are now 
scheduled for a vote are the substitute 
amendment and final passage. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Well, Mr. President, 
parliamentary inquiry: I was under the 
impression we had a vote agreed upon. 

Mr. President, I understand there has 
been an agreement with the leadership 
that we will dispose of this amendment 
at the hour of 5:30. In any event, is the 
time divided between now and 5:30? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The time is not divided. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I de-
sire to talk on the amendment that is 
sponsored by Senator MIKULSKI, my-
self, and a number of others, which is 
an amendment to the Defense author-
ization bill. I see the ranking member 
of the committee. If he had other busi-
ness he wanted to deal with, obviously, 
I would withhold. 

Mr. President, at the end of last 
week, on Thursday evening, there was 
an excellent presentation on this issue 
before the Senate by Senator MIKULSKI. 
I addressed the Senate on Friday on 
this issue, and I am going to take a few 
minutes this afternoon. 

This is an exceedingly important 
issue. It relates to the underlying con-
cept of our national security and our 
national defense. In this legislation, we 
are authorizing some $675 billion, 
which is essentially the backbone of 
our defense. What this amendment 
deals with is the personnel who will be 
working on the tanks, the planes, and 
the military hardware which needs to 
be conditioned and updated and im-
proved so it is available and accessible 
to those men and women who are in-
volved in defending this country. These 
are the employees who work primarily 
in the Defense Department. 

There is a phenomenon that has aris-
en that works to discriminate against 
these excellent workers. They are not 
only excellent workers but a third of 
them are veterans. A third of them are 
veterans. These are men and women 
who have worn the uniform of our 
country and have decided that they 
want to continue in public service and 
so, therefore, have brought their skills 
and their training they have achieved 
in the military to give attention to the 
Defense Department. This is probably 
the highest percentage of veterans in 
any undertaking or employment base 
we have in this country, because these 
individuals, highly patriotic, highly 
motivated, highly skilled, want to con-
tinue their service to the country. 

Basically, what they are asking is for 
an opportunity to continue service 
within the Defense Department, work-
ing on the various challenges and con-
tracts which come before the Defense 
Department. This chart shows that 
thousands of veterans could lose their 
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