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H.R. 2825. A bill to designate the facility of 

the United States Postal Service located at 
326 South Main Street in Princeton, Illinois, 
as the ‘‘Owen Lovejoy Princeton Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3052. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
954 Wheeling Avenue in Cambridge, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘John Herschel Glenn, Jr. Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3106. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
805 Main Street in Ferdinand, Indiana, as the 
‘‘Staff Sergeant David L. Nord Post Office’’. 

S. 2023. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
805 Main Street in Ferdinand, Indiana, as the 
‘‘Staff Sergeant David L. Nord Post Office’’. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN for the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

*Julie L. Myers, of Kansas, to be Assistant 
Secretary of Homeland Security. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN for the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

*Robert Charles Tapella, of Virginia, to be 
Public Printer. 

*Steven T. Walther, of Nevada, to be a 
Member of the Federal Election Commission 
for a term expiring April 30, 2009. 

*Hans von Spakovsky, of Georgia, to be a 
Member of the Federal Election Commission 
for a term expiring April 30, 2011. 

*David M. Mason, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission for a 
term expiring April 30, 2009. 

*Robert D. Lenhard, of Maryland, to be a 
Member of the Federal Election Commission 
for a term expiring April 30, 2011. 

(*Signifies nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. SANDERS: 
S. 2094. A bill to increase the wages and 

benefits of blue collar workers by strength-
ening labor provisions in the H–2B program, 
to provide for labor recruiter accountability, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 2095. A bill to amend the Agricultural 

Marketing Act of 1946 to require country of 
origin labeling for processed food items; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr. STE-
VENS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. KOHL, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
NELSON of Florida): 

S. 2096. A bill to amend the Do-Not-Call 
Implementation Act to eliminate the auto-
matic removal of telephone numbers reg-
istered on the Federal ‘‘do-not-call’’ registry; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD: 
S. 2097. A bill to modify the optional meth-

od of computing net earnings from self-em-
ployment; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr. 
CONRAD): 

S. 2098. A bill to establish the Northern 
Plains Heritage Area in the State of North 
Dakota; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself, Mr. 
ROBERTS, and Ms. CANTWELL): 

S. 2099. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to repeal the Medicare 
competitive bidding project for clinical lab-
oratory services; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Mr. 
BARRASSO): 

S. 2100. A bill to require that Federal for-
feiture funds be used, in part, to clean up 
methamphetamine laboratories; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. SALAZAR, and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 2101. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to assist low-income Medi-
care beneficiaries by improving eligibility 
and services under the Medicare Savings 
Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
KERRY, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. CANT-
WELL, and Mrs. CLINTON): 

S. 2102. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to phase out the 24-month 
waiting period for disabled individuals to be-
come eligible for Medicare benefits, to elimi-
nate the waiting period for individuals with 
life-threatening conditions, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. SALAZAR, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Mr. LIEBERMAN): 

S. 2103. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to eliminate the in the 
home restriction for Medicare coverage of 
mobility devices for individuals with ex-
pected long-term needs; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. Res. 332. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the Department of 
Defense and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs should increase their investment in 
pain management research; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. Res. 333. A resolution to authorize the 
production of records by the Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 38 

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs. 
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 38, a bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to establish a program 
for the provision of readjustment and 
mental health services to veterans who 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 400 
At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
400, a bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 
and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to ensure that dependent students who 
take a medically necessary leave of ab-
sence do not lose health insurance cov-
erage, and for other purposes. 

S. 502 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. LUGAR) and the Senator from 
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 502, a bill to repeal the 
sunset on the reduction of capital gains 
rates for individuals and on the tax-
ation of dividends of individuals at cap-
ital gains rates. 

S. 543 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 543, a bill to improve 
Medicare beneficiary access by extend-
ing the 60 percent compliance thresh-
old used to determine whether a hos-
pital or unit of a hospital is an inpa-
tient rehabilitation facility under the 
Medicare program. 

S. 700 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 700, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code to provide a tax credit to 
individuals who enter into agreements 
to protect the habitats of endangered 
and threatened species, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 774 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 774, a bill to amend the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act of 1996 to permit 
States to determine State residency for 
higher education purposes and to au-
thorize the cancellation of removal and 
adjustment of status of certain alien 
students who are long-term United 
States residents and who entered the 
United States as children, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 897 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 897, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide more 
help to Alzheimer’s disease caregivers. 

S. 898 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 898, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to fund break-
throughs in Alzheimer’s disease re-
search while providing more help to 
caregivers and increasing public edu-
cation about prevention. 

S. 1015 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:03 Sep 27, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00065 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A26SE6.043 S26SEPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES12142 September 26, 2007 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1015, a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Writing Project. 

S. 1164 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1164, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to improve pa-
tient access to, and utilization of, the 
colorectal cancer screening benefit 
under the Medicare Program. 

S. 1233 
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1233, a bill to provide and en-
hance intervention, rehabilitative 
treatment, and services to veterans 
with traumatic brain injury, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1240 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1240, a bill to provide for 
the provision by hospitals receiving 
Federal funds through the Medicare 
program or Medicaid program of emer-
gency contraceptives to women who 
are survivors of sexual assault. 

S. 1267 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SPECTER) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1267, a bill to maintain the free flow 
of information to the public by pro-
viding conditions for the federally 
compelled disclosure of information by 
certain persons connected with the 
news media. 

S. 1310 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1310, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for an extension of increased 
payments for ground ambulance serv-
ices under the Medicare program. 

S. 1328 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1328, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
eliminate discrimination in the immi-
gration laws by permitting permanent 
partners of United States citizens and 
lawful permanent residents to obtain 
lawful permanent resident status in 
the same manner as spouses of citizens 
and lawful permanent residents and to 
penalize immigration fraud in connec-
tion with permanent partnerships. 

S. 1651 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1651, a bill to assist certain Iraqis who 
have worked directly with, or are 
threatened by their association with, 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1718 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 

(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1718, a bill to amend the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to 
provide for reimbursement to 
servicemembers of tuition for pro-
grams of education interrupted by 
military service, for deferment of stu-
dents loans and reduced interest rates 
for servicemembers during periods of 
military service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1825 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
LAUTENBERG) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1825, a bill to provide for the 
study and investigation of wartime 
contracts and contracting processes in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1895 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
BINGAMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1895, a bill to aid and support pedi-
atric involvement in reading and edu-
cation. 

S. 1916 
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 

of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 1916, 
a bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to modify the program for the 
sanctuary system for surplus chim-
panzees by terminating the authority 
for the removal of chimpanzees from 
the system for research purposes. 

S. 1930 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1930, a bill to amend the 
Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 to pre-
vent illegal logging practices, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1944 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1944, a bill to provide justice for 
victims of state-sponsored terrorism. 

S. 1982 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1982, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of the United States Employee 
Ownership Bank, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2035 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2035, a bill to maintain the free flow 
of information to the public by pro-
viding conditions for the federally 
compelled disclosure of information by 
certain persons connected with the 
news media. 

S. 2085 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2085, a bill to delay for 6 months the re-
quirement to use of tamper-resistant 

prescription pads under the Medicaid 
program. 

S. 2088 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) and the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2088, a bill to place 
reasonable limitations on the use of 
National Security Letters, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2089 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-

ida, the names of the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. DOR-
GAN) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2089, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to reduce the cov-
erage gap in prescription drug coverage 
under part D of such title based on sav-
ings to the Medicare program resulting 
from the negotiation of prescription 
drug prices. 

S. 2092 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2092, a bill to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to improve protections for 
employees and retirees in business 
bankruptcies. 

S. CON. RES. 36 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from New 
Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG), the Senator 
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) 
and the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) were added as cosponsors of 
S. Con. Res. 36, a concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Teen Driver Safety Week. 

S. RES. 273 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 273, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the United 
States Postal Service should issue a 
semipostal stamp to support medical 
research relating to Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. 

S. RES. 299 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Senator 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 299, a resolution 
recognizing the religious and historical 
significance of the festival of Diwali. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2251 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Florida 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2251 proposed to 
H.R. 1585, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2008 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2919 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
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(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2919 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2982 
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2982 proposed to H.R. 
1585, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2008 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2997 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the Sen-
ator from Delaware (Mr. CARPER) and 
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
SALAZAR) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 2997 proposed to H.R. 
1585, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2008 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2999 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
2999 proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3017 
At the request of Mr. KYL, the names 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
CORKER), the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 3017 pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3024 
At the request of Mrs. DOLE, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3024 proposed to H.R. 
1585, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2008 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-

tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3034 
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. ROBERTS) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 3034 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3035 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SPECTER), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD), 
the Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), 
the Senator from Indiana (Mr. BAYH), 
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. 
SALAZAR), the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from Illinois (Mr. OBAMA), the 
Senator from New York (Mrs. CLIN-
TON), the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE), the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Senator 
from California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the 
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. INOUYE), the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG), the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN), the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), 
the Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-
KULSKI), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN), the 
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HAR-
KIN), the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
BIDEN), the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. WEBB) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 3035 pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3045 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3045 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 

Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. SANDERS: 
S. 2094. A bill to increase the wages 

and benefits of blue collar workers by 
strengthening labor provisions in the 
H–2B program, to provide for labor re-
cruiter accountability, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, today 
I am introducing the Increasing Amer-
ican Wages and Benefits Act of 2007. 

Since 2000, key economic indicators 
confirm that the economic security of 
Americans is moving in the wrong di-
rection: nearly 5 million more Ameri-
cans are living in poverty; nonelderly 
household income has declined by near-
ly $2,500; over 3 million manufacturing 
jobs have been lost; and 8.6 million 
more Americans are without health in-
surance. While the rich have gotten 
richer, every other income group over 
the past 7 years has lost ground eco-
nomically, with the middle class and 
working families losing the most. 

The Increasing American Wages and 
Benefits Act would begin to reverse 
this downward economic trend for 
workers employed in construction, for-
estry, ski resorts, stone quarries, as-
phalt paving, hotels, restaurants, land-
scaping, housekeeping and many other 
industries by reforming the H–2B 
guest-worker program. 

Under current law and existing Fed-
eral regulations, employers applying 
for H–2B visas must first certify that 
capable U.S. workers are not available, 
efforts were made to recruit U.S. work-
ers for these positions first, and the 
employment of guest workers will not 
adversely affect the wages and working 
conditions of similarly employed U.S. 
workers. 

As documented by the AFL–CIO, 
Change to Win, the Southern Poverty 
Law Center and other groups, the H–2B 
program is frequently used by employ-
ers to drive down the wages and bene-
fits of U.S. workers, while cheating H– 
2B workers out of earned benefits. 
These abuses have clearly undermined 
the legislative and regulatory intent of 
this temporary guest-worker program. 

The Increasing American Wages and 
Benefits Act would reform the H–2B 
program to ensure that workers receive 
the wages and benefits they deserve 
and prevent employers from abusing 
the system. 

Specifically, this legislation: requires 
employers to do a much better job at 
recruiting American workers first at 
higher wages before being able to hire 
H–2B guest-workers; provides the De-
partment of Labor with the explicit au-
thority to enforce labor law violations 
pertaining to the H–2B program; allows 
workers who have been directly and ad-
versely affected by the H–2B program 
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