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SA 3011. Mrs. MCCASKILL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3012. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mr. DobD, Mr. COBURN, Mr. HAGEL, and Mr.
FEINGOLD) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3013. Mr. VOINOVICH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 15685, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3014. Mr. SESSIONS (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. SPECTER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3015. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 15685, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3016. Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.
BENNETT) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 1585,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3017. Mr. KYL (for himself, Mr. LIEBER-
MAN, and Mr. COLEMAN) proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the
bill H.R. 1585, supra.

SA 3018. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3019. Mr. SANDERS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3020. Mr. COLEMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3021. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2945. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 827. PROHIBITION ON USE OF EARMARKS TO
AWARD NO BID CONTRACTS AND
NONCOMPETITIVE GRANTS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—

(1) CONTRACTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided pursu-
ant to paragraph (4) and notwithstanding
any other provision of this Act, all contracts
awarded by the Department of Defense
through congressional initiatives shall be
awarded using competitive procedures in ac-
cordance with the requirements of section
2304 of title 10, United States Code, and the
Federal Acquisition Regulation.
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(B) BID REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided
in paragraph (3) and pursuant to paragraph
(4), no contract may be awarded by the De-
partment of Defense through a congressional
initiative unless more than one bid is re-
ceived for such contract. If the primary re-
cipient of funding for a congressional initia-
tive is the Department of Defense, the De-
partment must administer a competitive
bidding process for the work to be com-
pleted. If the primary recipient of funding
from a Department of Defense contract
awarded through a congressional initiative is
a private entity, the Department must allow
multiple private entities to compete for the
work to be completed.

(2) GRANTS.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Act, no funds may be
awarded by the Department of Defense by
grant or cooperative agreement through a
congressional initiative unless the process
used to award such grant or cooperative
agreement uses competitive procedures to
select the grantee or award recipient. Except
as provided in paragraph (3), no such grant
may be awarded unless applications for such
grant or cooperative agreement are received
from two or more applicants that are not
from the same organization and do not share
any financial, fiduciary, or other organiza-
tional relationship.

(3) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary of De-
fense does not receive more than one bid for
a contract under paragraph (1)(B) or does not
receive more than one application from unaf-
filiated applicants for a grant or cooperative
agreement under paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary may waive such bid or application re-
quirement if the Secretary determines that
the contract, grant, or cooperative agree-
ment is essential to the mission of the De-
partment of Defense.

(B) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—If the
Secretary of Defense waives a bid require-
ment under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
must, not later than 10 days after exercising
such waiver, notify Congress, the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, and the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives of the waiver.

(4) EXCEPTION TO REQUIREMENT FOR COM-
PETITION IN GRANTS AND CONTRACTS TO COL-
LEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.—Section 2361(b)(1)
of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘unless that provision of law’” and
all that follows and inserting ‘‘unless—

“(A) such provision of law—

‘(1) specifically refers to this section;

‘“(ii) specifically states that such provision
of law modifies or supersedes the provisions
of this section; and

‘“(iii) specifically identifies the particular
college or university involved and states
that the grant to be made or the contract to
be awarded, as the case may be, pursuant to
such provision of law is being made or
awarded in contravention of subsection (a);
and

‘“(B) the research and development con-
cerned—

‘(i) fulfills an urgent requirement for de-
ployed United States forces; and

‘(ii) involves unique and exceptional tech-
nology or concepts (which the Secretary
shall describe in the notice under paragraph
(2)) that makes competition for the award of
a grant or contract inadvisable.”.

(6) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may, as appropriate, uti-
lize existing contracts to carry out congres-
sional initiatives.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December
31, 2008, and December 31 of each year there-
after, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to Congress a report on congressional initia-
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tives for which amounts were appropriated
or otherwise made available for the fiscal
year ending during such year.

(2) CONTENT.—Each report submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include with respect to
each contract and grant awarded through a
congressional initiative—

(A) the name of the recipient of the funds
awarded through such contract or grant;

(B) the reason or reasons such recipient
was selected for such contract or grant; and

(C) the number of entities that competed
for such contract or grant.

(3) PUBLICATION.—Each report submitted
under paragraph (1) shall be made publicly
available through the Internet website of the
Department of Defense.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL INITIATIVE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘congressional initia-
tive” means a provision of law or a directive
contained within a committee report or joint
statement of managers of an appropriations
Act that specifies—

(1) the identity of a person or entity se-
lected to carry out a project, including a de-
fense system, for which funds are appro-
priated or otherwise made available by that
provision of law or directive and that was
not requested by the President in a budget
submitted to Congress;

(2) the specific location at which the work
for a project is to be done; and

(3) the amount of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available for such project.

(d) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall
apply with respect to funds appropriated or
otherwise made available for fiscal years be-
ginning after September 30, 2007, and to con-
gressional initiatives initiated after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SA 2946. Mr. BAUCUS (for himself
and Mr. HATCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title XIV, add
the following:

SEC. 1422. SCHOLARSHIPS FOR POST-SECONDARY
EDUCATION FOR SPOUSES AND DE-

PENDENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for the Department of Defense for fis-
cal year 2008 such sums as may be appro-
priate for a grant to a private charitable or-
ganization or other appropriate private orga-
nization for the provision of scholarships for
post-secondary education to spouses and
other dependents of members of the Armed
Forces, including members of the National
Guard and the Reserves, for purposes of en-
hancing recruitment and retention of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces.

SA 2947. Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mr.
LEVIN, and Mr. DURBIN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:
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At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following:

SEC. —SENSE OF SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The men and women of the United
States Armed Forces and our veterans de-
serve to be supported, honored, and defended
when their patriotism is attacked;

(2) In 2002, a Senator from Georgia who is
a Vietnam veteran, triple amputee, and the
recipient of a Silver Star and Bronze Star,
had his courage and patriotism attacked in
an advertisement in which he was visually
linked to Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hus-
sein;

(3) This attack was aptly described by a
Senator and Vietnam veteran as ‘‘reprehen-
sible’’;

(4) In 2004, a Senator from Massachusetts
who is a Vietnam veteran and the recipient
of a Silver Star, Bronze Star with Combat V,
and three Purple Hearts, was personally at-
tacked and accused of dishonoring his coun-
try;

(6) This attack was aptly described by a
Senator and Vietnam veteran as ‘‘dishonest
and dishonorable.”

(6) On September 10, 2007, an advertisement
in the New York Times was an unwarranted
personal attack on General Petraeus; who is
honorably leading our Armed Forces in Iraq
and carrying out the mission assigned to him
by the President of the United States; and

(7) Such personal attacks on those with
distinguished military service to our nation
have become all too frequent.

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the
Senate—

(1) to reaffirm its strong support for all of
the men and women of the United States
Armed Forces; and

(2) to strongly condemn all attacks on the
honor, integrity, and patriotism of any indi-
vidual who is serving or has served honor-
ably in the United States Armed Forces, by
any person or organization.

SA 2948. Mr. KYL (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. COLEMAN, and Mr.
GRAHAM) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
15685, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2008 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XV, add the
following:

SEC. 1535. SENSE OF SENATE ON IRAN.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) General David Petraeus, commander of
the Multi-National Force Iraq, stated in tes-
timony before a joint session of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives on September 10, 2007, that
“[i]t is increasingly apparent to both coali-
tion and Iraqi leaders that Iran, through the
use of the Iranian Republican Guard Corps
Qods Force, seeks to turn the Shi’a militia
extremists into a Hezbollah-like force to
serve its interests and fight a proxy war
against the Iraqi state and coalition forces
in Iraq”.

(2) Ambassador Ryan Crocker, United
States Ambassador to Iraq, stated in testi-
mony before a joint session of the Com-
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mittee on Armed Services and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives on September 10, 2007, that
“Iran plays a harmful role in Irag. While
claiming to support Iraq in its transition,
Iran has actively undermined it by providing
lethal capabilities to the enemies of the
Iraqi state”.

(3) The most recent National Intelligence
Estimate on Iraq, published in August 2007,
states that ‘‘Iran has been intensifying as-
pects of its lethal support for select groups
of Iraqi Shia militants, particularly the JAM
[Jaysh al-Mahdi], since at least the begin-
ning of 2006. Explosively formed penetrator
(EFP) attacks have risen dramatically’’.

(4) The Report of the Independent Commis-
sion on the Security Forces of Iraq, released
on September 6, 2007, states that ‘‘[t]he Com-
mission concludes that the evidence of Iran’s
increasing activism in the southeastern part
of the country, including Basra and Diyala
provinces, is compelling . . . It is an accept-
ed fact that most of the sophisticated weap-
ons being used to ‘defeat’ our armor protec-
tion comes across the border from Iran with
relative impunity”’.

(5) General (Ret.) James Jones, chairman
of the Independent Commission on the Secu-
rity Forces of Iraq, stated in testimony be-
fore the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate on September 6, 2007, that ‘‘[w]e
judge that the goings-on across the Iranian
border in particular are of extreme severity
and have the potential of at least delaying
our efforts inside the country. Many of the
arms and weapons that kill and maim our
soldiers are coming from across the Iranian
border”’.

(6) General Petraeus said of Iranian sup-
port for extremist activity in Iraq on April
26, 2007, that ‘‘[w]e know that it goes as high
as [Brig. Gen. Qassem] Suleimani, who is the
head of the Qods Force . . . We believe that
he works directly for the supreme leader of
the country”’.

(7) Mahmoud Ahmedinejad, the president
of Iran, stated on August 28, 2007, with re-
spect to the United States presence in Iraq,
that ‘‘[t]he political power of the occupiers is
collapsing rapidly. Soon we will see a huge
power vacuum in the region. Of course we
are prepared to fill the gap”’.

(8) Ambassador Crocker testified to Con-
gress, with respect to President
Ahmedinejad’s statement, on September 11,
2007, that ‘‘[tlhe Iranian involvement in
Iraq—its support for extremist militias,
training, connections to Lebanese Hezbollah,
provision of munitions that are used against
our force as well as the Iragis—are all, in my
view, a pretty clear demonstration that
Ahmedinejad means what he says, and is al-
ready trying to implement it to the best of
his ability”.

(9) General Petraeus stated on September
12, 2007, with respect to evidence of the com-
plicity of Iran in the murder of members of
the Armed Forces of the United States in
Iraq, that ‘‘[t]e evidence is very, very clear.
We captured it when we captured Qais
Khazali, the Lebanese Hezbollah deputy com-
mander, and others, and it’s in black and
white . . . We interrogated these individuals.
We have on tape . .. Qais Khazali himself.
When asked, could you have done what you
have done without Iranian support, he lit-
erally throws up his hands and laughs and
says, of course not . . . So they told us about
the amounts of money that they have re-
ceived. They told us about the training that
they received. They told us about the ammu-
nition and sophisticated weaponry and all of
that that they received”.

(10) General Petraeus further stated on
September 14, 2007, that “‘[w]lhat we have got
is evidence. This is not intelligence. This is
evidence, off computers that we captured,
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documents and so forth . . . In one case, a 22-
page document that lays out the planning,
reconnaissance, rehearsal, conduct, and
aftermath of the operation conducted that
resulted in the death of five of our soldiers in
Karbala back in January’’.

(11) The Department of Defense report to
Congress entitled ‘‘Measuring Stability and
Security in Iraq’ and released on September
18, 2007, consistent with section 9010 of Pub-
lic Law 109-289, states that ‘‘[t]here has been
no decrease in Iranian training and funding
of illegal Shi’a militias in Iraq that attack
Iraqi and Coalition forces and civilians . . .
Tehran’s support for these groups is one of
the greatest impediments to progress on rec-
onciliation”.

(12) The Department of Defense report fur-
ther states, with respect to Iranian support
for Shi’a extremist groups in Iraq, that
“Im]ost of the explosives and ammunition
used by these groups are provided by the Ira-
nian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps—
Qods Force For the period of June
through the end of August, [explosively
formed penetrator] events are projected to
rise by 39 percent over the period of March
through May’’.

(13) Since May 2007, Ambassador Crocker
has held three rounds of talks in Baghdad on
Iraq security with representatives of the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(14) Ambassador Crocker testified before
Congress on September 10, 2007, with respect
to these talks, stating that ‘I laid out the
concerns we had over Iranian activity that
was damaging to Iraq’s security, but found
no readiness on Iranians’ side at all to en-
gage seriously on these issues. The impres-
sion I came with after a couple rounds is
that the Iranians were interested simply in
the appearance of discussions, of being seen
to be at the table with the U.S. as an arbiter
of Iraq’s present and future, rather than ac-
tually doing serious business . . . Right now,
I haven’t seen any sign of earnest or serious-
ness on the Iranian side”.

(15) Ambassador Crocker testified before
Congress on September 11, 2007, stating that
“[w]e have seen nothing on the ground that
would suggest that the Iranians are altering
what they’re doing in support of extremist
elements that are going after our forces as
well as the Iraqis’.

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the
Senate—

(1) that the manner in which the United
States transitions and structures its mili-
tary presence in Iraq will have critical long-
term consequences for the future of the Per-
sian Gulf and the Middle East, in particular
with regard to the capability of the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran to pose
a threat to the security of the region, the
prospects for democracy for the people of the
region, and the health of the global econ-
omy;

(2) that it is a vital national interest of the
United States to prevent the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran from turning
Shi’a militia extremists in Iraq into a
Hezbollah-like force that could serve its in-
terests inside Iraq, including by over-
whelming, subverting, or co-opting institu-
tions of the legitimate Government of Iraq;

(3) that it should be the policy of the
United States to combat, contain, and roll
back the violent activities and destabilizing
influence inside Iraq of the Government of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, its foreign
facilitators such as Lebanese Hezbollah, and
its indigenous Iraqi proxies;

(4) to support the prudent and calibrated
use of all instruments of United States na-
tional power in Iraq, including diplomatic,
economic, intelligence, and military instru-
ments, in support of the policy described in
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paragraph (3) with respect to the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its
proxies;

(5) that the United States should designate
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps as a
foreign terrorist organization under section
219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act
and place the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps on the list of Specially Designated
Global Terrorists, as established under the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act and initiated under Executive Order
13224; and

(6) that the Department of the Treasury
should act with all possible expediency to
complete the listing of those entities tar-
geted under United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 1737 and 1747 adopted unani-
mously on December 23, 2006 and March 24,
2007, respectively.

SA 2949. Mr. THUNE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 15685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1044. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
DEFENSE FINANCE AND ACCOUNT-

ING SERVICE RESPONSE TO
BUTTERBAUGH V. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report setting forth an assess-
ment by the Comptroller General of the re-
sponse of the Defense Finance and Account-
ing Service to the decision in Butterbaugh v.
Department of Justice (336 F.3d 1332 (2003)).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An estimate of the number of members
of the reserve components of the Armed
Forces, both past and present, who are enti-
tled to compensation under the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice.

(2) An assessment of the current policies,
procedures, and timeliness of the Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service in imple-
menting and resolving claims under the deci-
sion in Butterbaugh v. Department of Jus-
tice.

(3) An assessment whether or not the deci-
sions made by the Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service in implementing the deci-
sion in Butterbaugh v. Department of Jus-
tice follow a consistent pattern of resolu-
tion.

(4) An assessment of whether or not the de-
cisions made by the Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service in implementing the deci-
sion in Butterbaugh v. Department of Jus-
tice are resolving claims by providing more
compensation than an individual has been
able to prove, under the rule of construction
that laws providing benefits to veterans are
liberally construed in favor of the veteran.

(5) An estimate of the total amount of
compensation payable to members of the re-
serve components of the Armed Forces, both
past and present, as a result of the recent de-
cision in Hernandez v. Department of the Air
Force (No. 2006-3375, slip op.) that leave can
be reimbursed for Reserve service before
1994, when Congress enacted chapter 43 of
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title 38, United States Code (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘““Uniformed Services Em-
ployment and Reemployment Rights Act’’).

(6) A comparative assessment of the han-
dling of claims by the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service under the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice with
the handling of claims by other Federal
agencies (selected by the Comptroller Gen-
eral for purposes of the comparative assess-
ment) under that decision.

(7) An estimate of the total amount of at-
torney fees for which the Federal Govern-
ment has been determined liable under the
decision in Butterbaugh v. Department of
Justice, and an estimate of the total amount
of attorney fees for which the Federal Gov-
ernment may be liable in the future due to
claims made under that decision and under
the decision in Hernandez v. Department of
the Air Force.

(8) A statement of the number of claims by
members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces under the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice that
have been adjudicated by the Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service.

(9) A statement of the number of claims by
members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces under the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice that
have been denied by the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service.

(10) A comparative assessment of the aver-
age amount of time required for the Defense
Finance and Accounting Service to resolve a
claim under the decision in Butterbaugh v.
Department of Justice with the average
amount of time required by other Federal
agencies (as so selected) to resolve a claim
under that decision.

(11) A comparative statement of the back-
log of claims with the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service under the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice with
the backlog of claims of other Federal agen-
cies (as so selected) under that decision.

(12) An estimate of the amount of time re-
quired for the Defense Finance and Account-
ing Service to resolve all outstanding claims
under the decision in Butterbaugh v. Depart-
ment of Justice.

(13) An assessment of the reasonableness of
the requirement of the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service for the submittal by
members of the reserve components of the
Armed Forces of supporting documentation
for claims under the decision in Butterbaugh
v. Department of Justice.

(14) A comparative assessment of the re-
quirement of the Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service for the submittal by mem-
bers of the reserve components of the Armed
Forces of supporting documentation for
claims under the decision in Butterbaugh v.
Department of Justice with the requirement
of other Federal agencies (as so selected) for
the submittal by such members of sup-
porting documentation for such claims.

(156) Such recommendations for legislative
action as the Comptroller General considers
appropriate in light of the decision in
Butterbaugh v. Department of Justice and
the decision in Hernandez v. Department of
the Air Force.

SA 2950. Mr. MARTINEZ submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 1685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
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year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
SEC. 256. STUDY AND REPORT ON STANDARD

SOLDIER PATIENT TRACKING SYS-
TEM.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—In conjunction with
the development of the pilot program uti-
lizing an electronic clearinghouse for sup-
port of the disability evaluation system of
the Department of Defense authorized under
this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall con-
duct a study on the feasibility of including
in the required pilot program the following
additional elements:

(1) A means to allow each recovering serv-
ice member, each family member of such a
member, each commander of a military in-
stallation retaining medical holdover pa-
tients, each patient navigator, and ombuds-
man office personnel, at all times, to be able
to locate and understand exactly where a re-
covering service member is in the medical
holdover process.

(2) A means to ensure that the commander
of each military medical facility where re-
covering service members are located is able
to track appointments of such members to
ensure they are meeting timeliness and
other standards that serve the member.

(3) A means to ensure each recovering serv-
ice member is able to know when his or her
appointments and other medical evaluation
board or physical evaluation board deadlines
will be and that they have been scheduled in
a timely and accurate manner.

(4) Any other information needed to con-
duct oversight of care of the member
through out the medical holdover process.

(5) Information that will allow the Secre-
taries of the military departments and the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel
and Readiness to monitor trends and prob-
lems.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the results of the study, with such findings
and recommendations as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

SA 2951. Mrs. DOLE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
SEC. 1070. NOTIFICATION OF CERTAIN RESI-

DENTS AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES
AT CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CARO-

LINA, OF EXPOSURE TO DRINKING
WATER CONTAMINATION.

(a) NOTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS SERVED BY
TARAWA TERRACE WATER DISTRIBUTION SYS-
TEM, INCLUDING KNOX TRAILER PARK.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Navy shall make reasonable efforts to iden-
tify and notify directly individuals who were
served by the Tarawa Terrace Water Dis-
tribution System, including Knox Trailer
Park, at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, dur-
ing the years 1958 through 1987 that they
may have been exposed to drinking water
contaminated with tetrachloroethylene
(PCE).
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(b) NOTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS SERVED BY
HADNOT POINT WATER DISTRIBUTION SYS-
TEM.—Not later than one year after the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) completes its water mod-
eling study of the Hadnot Point water dis-
tribution system, the Secretary of the Navy
shall make reasonable efforts to identify and
notify directly individuals who were served
by the system during the period identified in
the study of the drinking water contamina-
tion to which they may have been exposed.

(c) NOTIFICATION OF FORMER CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES AT CAMP LEJEUNE.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Navy shall
make reasonable efforts to identify and no-
tify directly civilian employees who worked
at Camp Lejeune during the period identified
in the ATSDR drinking water study of the
drinking water contamination to which they
may have been exposed.

(d) CIRCULATION OF HEALTH SURVEY.—

(1) FINDING.—Congress makes the following
findings:

(A) Notification and survey efforts related
to the drinking water contamination de-
scribed in this section are necessary due to
the potential negative health impacts of
these contaminants.

(B) The Secretary of the Navy will not be
able to identify or contact all former resi-
dents due to the condition, non-existence, or
accessibility of records.

(C) It is the intent of Congress is that the
Secretary of the Navy contact as many
former residents as quickly as possible.

(2) ATSDR HEALTH SURVEY.—

(A) DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the ATSDR, in consultation with the Na-
tional Opinion Research Center, shall de-
velop a health survey that would voluntarily
request of individuals described in sub-
sections (a), (b), and (c) personal health in-
formation that may lead to scientifically
useful health information associated with
exposure to TCE, PCE, vinyl chloride, and
the other contaminants identified in the
ATSDR studies that may provide a basis for
further reliable scientific studies of poten-
tially adverse health impacts of exposure to
contaminated water at Camp Lejeune.

(B) INCLUSION WITH NOTIFICATION.—The sur-
vey developed under subparagraph (A) shall
be distributed by the Secretary of the Navy
concurrently with the direct notification re-
quired under subsections (a), (b), and (c).

(e) USE OF MEDIA TO SUPPLEMENT NOTIFICA-
TION.—The Secretary of the Navy may use
media notification as a supplement to direct
notification of individuals described under
subsections (a), (b), and (c). Media notifica-
tion may reach those individuals not identi-
fiable via remaining records; once individ-
uals respond to media notifications, the Sec-
retary will add them to the contact list to be
included in future information updates.

SA 2952. Mr. ISAKSON (for himself
and Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 15685, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SEC. 827. PROCUREMENT OF FIRE RESISTANT
RAYON FIBER FOR THE PRODUC-
TION OF UNIFORMS FROM FOREIGN
SOURCES.

(a) AUTHORITY ToO PROCURE.—The Sec-
retary of Defense may procure fire resistant
rayon fiber for the production of uniforms
that is manufactured in a foreign country re-
ferred to in subsection (d) if the Secretary
determines either of the following:

(1) That fire resistant rayon fiber for the
production of uniforms is not available from
sources within the national technology and
industrial base.

(2) That—

(A) procuring fire resistant rayon fiber
manufactured from suppliers within the na-
tional technology and industrial base would
result in sole-source contracts or sub-
contracts for the supply of fire resistant
rayon fiber; and

(B) such sole-source contracts or sub-
contracts would not be in the best interests
of the Government or consistent with the ob-
jectives of section 2304 of title 10, United
States Code.

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after making a determination
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to Congress a copy of the determination.

(c) APPLICABILITY TO SUBCONTRACTS.—The
authority under subsection (a) applies with
respect to subcontracts under Department of
Defense contracts as well as to such con-
tracts.

(d) FOREIGN COUNTRIES COVERED.—The au-
thority under subsection (a) applies with re-
spect to a foreign country that—

(1) is a party to a defense memorandum of
understanding entered into under section
25631 of this title; and

(2) does not discriminate against defense
items produced in the United States to a
greater degree than the United States dis-
criminates against defense items produced in
that country.

(e) NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL
BASE DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘national technology and industrial base”’
has the meaning given that term in section
2500 of title 10, United States Code.

SA 2953. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to
the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title V, add the
following:

SEC. 565. EMERGENCY FUNDING FOR LOCAL EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCIES ENROLLING
MILITARY DEPENDENT CHILDREN.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Help for Military Children Af-
fected by War Act of 2007"".

(b) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Defense is authorized to award grants to eli-
gible local educational agencies for the addi-
tional education, counseling, and other needs
of military dependent children who are af-
fected by war or dramatic military decisions.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—
The term ‘‘eligible local educational agency’’
means a local educational agency that—

(A) has a number of military dependent
children in average daily attendance in the
schools served by the local educational agen-
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cy during the current school year, deter-
mined in consultation with the Secretary of
Education, that—

(i) equaled or exceeded 20 percent of the
number of all children in average daily at-
tendance in the schools served by such agen-
cy during the current school year; or

(ii) is 1,000 or more,
whichever is less; and

(B) is designated by the Secretary of De-
fense as impacted by—

(i) Operation Iraqi Freedom;

(ii) Operation Enduring Freedom;

(iii) the global rebasing plan of the Depart-
ment of Defense;

(iv) the realignment of forces as a result of
the base closure process;

(v) the official creation or activation of 1
or more new military units; or

(vi) a change in the number of required
housing units on a military installation, due
to the Military Housing Privatization Initia-
tive of the Department of Defense.

(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
“‘local educational agency’ has the meaning
given the term in section 9101 of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801).

(3) MILITARY DEPENDENT CHILD.—The term
“military dependent child”—

(A) means a child described in subpara-
graph (B) or (D)(i) of section 8003(a)(1) of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703(a)(1)); and

(B) includes a child—

(i) who resided on Federal property with a
parent on active duty in the National Guard
or Reserve; or

(ii) who had a parent on active duty in the
National Guard or Reserve but did not reside
on Federal property.

(d) USE OoF FUNDS.—Grant funds provided
under this section shall be used for—

(1) tutoring, after-school, and dropout pre-
vention activities for military dependent
children with a parent who is or has been im-
pacted by war-related action described in
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of subsection (c¢)(1)(B);

(2) professional development of teachers,
principals, and counselors on the needs of
military dependent children with a parent
who is or has been impacted by war-related
action described in clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of
subsection (¢)(1)(B); and

(3) counseling and other comprehensive
support services for military dependent chil-
dren with a parent who is or has been im-
pacted by war-related action described in
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of subsection (c)(1)(B),
including the subsidization of a percentage
of hiring of a military-school liaison.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to the Department of Defense
$5,000,000 to carry out this section for fiscal
year 2008 and such sums as may be necessary
for each of the 3 succeeding fiscal years.

(2) SPECIAL RULE.—Funds appropriated
under paragraph (1) are in addition to any
funds made available to local educational
agencies under section 561 or 562 of this Act
or section 8003 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703).

SA 2954. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 15685, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
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SEC. 1070. INCREASED AUTHORITY FOR REPAIR,
RESTORATION, AND PRESERVATION
OF LAFAYETTE ESCADRILLE MEMO-
RIAL, MARNES-LA-COQUETTE,
FRANCE.

Section 1065 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002 (Public
Law 107-107; 115 Stat. 1233) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking
¢‘$2,000,000”’ and inserting ‘“$2,500,000"’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘under
section 301(a)(4)”.

SA 2955. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. McCAIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1070. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON NAMING THE
NEXT AIRCRAFT CARRIER AS U.S.S.
AMERICA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) In the history of the United States,
three Navy vessels have been named U.S.S.
America.

(2) On November 9, 1776, the Continental
Congress authorized the construction of
three 74-gun ships of the line. One of the
men-of-war, the first ship named America,
was laid down in May 1777 in the shipyard of
John Liangdon on Rising Castle (now Badger)
Island in the Piscataqua River between
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and Kittery,
Maine.

(3) On June 26, 1781, Congress selected
then-Captain John Paul Jones as the first
commanding officer of the America. How-
ever, Congress decided on September 4, 1782,
to present the ship to King Louis XVI of
France to replace the French ship of the line
Magnifique which had run aground and been
destroyed on August 11, 1782, while attempt-
ing to enter Boston harbor. The ship transfer
symbolized the appreciation of the United
States for France’s service to and sacrifices
on behalf of the cause of the American patri-
ots.

(4) The second America was originally the
German civilian passenger transport
Amerika, which was launched on April 20,
1905, at Belfast, Ireland, by the noted ship-
building firm of Harland and Wolff, Ltd.
Built for the Hamburg-America Line, the
steamer entered transatlantic service in the
autumn of 1905 when she departed Hamburg,
Germany, on October 11, 1905, bound for the
United States.

(56) The largest ship of her kind in the
world, and easily one of the most luxurious
passenger vessels to sail the seas, from 1905
to 1914, the Amerika plied the North Atlan-
tic trade routes touching at Cherbourg,
France, while steaming between Hamburg
and New York, New York.

(6) During the summer of 1914, events in
the Balkans triggered a conflict that soon
spread through Europe, pitting nations
against nations in the First World War. The
eruption of fighting caught Amerika at Bos-
ton, where she was preparing to sail for
home. Although due to leave port on August
1, 1914, the Amerika stayed at Boston lest
she fall prey to the warships of the Royal
Navy and remained there for almost three
years during the period of United States neu-
trality.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(7) Meanwhile, the loss of life caused by
German submarine operations turned opin-
ion in the United States against the Central
Powers and on February 1, 1917, the United
States declared war. The Amerika remained
inactive until seized by the United States
Shipping Board (USSB), on July 25, 1917. The
Amerika was earmarked by the Navy for
service in the Cruiser-Transport Force as a
troop transport, given the identification
number 3006, and placed in commission on
August 6, 1917.

(8) Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels
promulgated General Order No. 320, changing
the names of several ex-German ships on
September 1, 1917. The Amerika became the
America and went on to conduct multiple
voyages transporting troops and supplies to
and from Word War I operations in Europe.
The completion of these trials proved to be a
milestone in the reconditioning of former
German ships, for the America was the last
to be readied for service in the United States
Navy.

(9) On September 26, 1919, the America was
decommissioned in Hoboken, New Jersey,
and transferred to the War Department. The
ship went on to serve as USAT America, and
was later renamed, possibly to avoid confu-
sion with the liner America, as the Edmund
B. Alexander, in keeping with the Army pol-
icy of naming its oceangoing transports for
famous general officers. This name honored
Edmund Brooke Alexander from the War
with Mexico.

(10) The ship operated briefly between New
Orleans, Louisiana, and the Panama Canal
Zone and became a troop transport in World
War II. The ship was sold to the Bethlehem
Steel Co., of Baltimore, Maryland, on Janu-
ary 16, 1957, and was broken up a short time
later.

(11) The third America was the aircraft
carrier designated CV-66 laid down on Janu-
ary 1, 1961 at Newport News, Virginia, by the
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Corporation. She was launched on February
1, 1964, and commissioned at the Norfolk
Naval Shipyard on January 23, 1965.

(12) In the late 1960s, the carrier America
conducted multiple Mediterranean deploy-
ments during such events as political crises
in Greece and the Suez and countless en-
counters with Soviet navy vessels and as-
sisted with the rescue and treatment of
wounded from the incident involving the
Liberty (AGTR-5).

(13) On May 30, 1968, the carrier America
arrived at Yankee Station in the South
China Sea, and the next morning, the first
aircraft since commissioning to leave her
deck in anger were launched against the
enemy. The America served through four
line periods, consisting of 112 days on Yan-
kee Station off the Vietnam coast.

(14) On a subsequent deployment in 1970,
the carrier America completed 100 days on
Yankee Station. Through five line periods,
the carrier conducted 10,600 aircraft sorties,
completed 10,804 carrier landings, expended
11,190 tons of ordnance, moved 425,996 pounds
of cargo, handled 6,890 packages and trans-
ferred 469,027 pounds of mail. This was ac-
complished without a single combat loss and
only one major landing accident with, fortu-
nately, no fatalities.

(15) On June 2, 1972, three days before the
carrier America was to sail again on deploy-
ment, the Chief of Naval Operations visited
the ship and explained the reason why her
orders had been changed to send her to the
Gulf of Tonkin instead of the Mediterranean.
On October 6, 1972, bombs from the planes of
the America dropped the Thanh Hoa Bridge,
a major objective since the bombing of the
North had begun years before. The America
received five battle stars for her overall serv-
ice in the Vietnam War.

September 20, 2007

(16) The carrier America logged her
100,000th landing on August 29, 1973. On May
6, 1981, the America was the first United
States Navy carrier to steam through the
Suez Canal since the U.S.S. Intrepid (CVA-
11) made the passage shortly before the
Arab-Israeli ¢Six-Day War’”’ of 1967. The
America was also the first supercarrier to
transit the canal since it had been modified
to permit passage of supertankers.

(17) On January 7, 1986, President Ronald
Reagan ordered all American citizens out of
Libya, and broke off all remaining ties be-
tween the United States and Libya. At the
same time, President Reagan directed the
dispatch of a second carrier battle group to
the Mediterranean, and directed the Joint
Chiefs of Staff to look into military oper-
ations against Libya.

(18) On April 5, 1986, two days after a bomb
killed four Americans along with others on-
board a Trans World Airways (TWA) flight
en route from Rome, Italy, to Athens,
Greece, another bomb exploded in the La
Belle Discoteque in West Berlin, Germany,
killing two members of the United States
Armed Forces and a Turkish civilian. An-
other 222 people were wounded in the bomb-
ing, 78 Americans among them. Operation
Eldorado Canyon commenced early on the
afternoon of April 14, 1986, and the carrier
America, operating off the Libyan coast,
launched six A-6 Intruder strike aircraft and
six A-TE Corsair II aircraft in strike support.

(19) Following Operation Desert Storm, the
carrier America returned to the United
States amid a heroes’ welcome. The America
participated in Operation Welcome Home
and Fleet Week ’91 in New York, New York,
from June 6, 1991, through June 11, 1991, tak-
ing part in the largest victory parade since
World War II. After an abbreviated in-port
period and compressed work-ups, the Amer-
ica deployed to the North Atlantic for two
months in support of North Star ’91, then de-
parted on December 2, 1991, for the Medi-
terranean and Arabian Gulf once again, her
eighteenth major deployment. The America
also became the first carrier to earn an un-
precedented third campaign star on the
Southwest Asia Service Medal.

(20) The carrier America departed Norfolk,
Virginia, on August 28, 1995, for a routine 6-
month deployment to the Mediterranean and
to the Indian Ocean. This was the 20th and
final deployment in the 30-year history of
the America as the carrier participated in
Operations Deny Flight and Deliberate Force
from September 9, 1995, to September 30,
1995.

(21) America returned to the pier in Nor-
folk, Virginia, ending her Mediterranean Sea
deployment on February 24, 1996. After more
than three decades of proud and historic
naval service, the America was decommis-
sioned at Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Ports-
mouth, Virginia on August 9, 1996.

(22) Stricken from the Navy List on the
day of her decommissioning, the -carrier
America was originally planned to be
scrapped. However, the carrier was sunk in
the Atlantic Ocean, approximately 300 miles
off the Virginia coast, on May 14, 2005, fol-
lowing a series of tests consisting of under-
water and surface simulated attacks on the
ship.

(23) In a letter to a coalition of veterans
and former crewmembers of the America who
offered to make the carrier a museum, the
Vice Chief of Naval Operations explained
that ““America will make one final and vital
contribution to our national defense, this
time as a live-fire test and evaluation plat-
form. America’s legacy will serve as a foot-
print in the design of future carriers — ships
that will protect the sons, daughters, grand-
children and great-grandchildren of America
veterans’’.
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(b) NAMING OF NEXT AIRCRAFT CARRIER.—It
is the sense of the Congress that the next nu-
clear-powered aircraft carrier of the Navy be
named U.S.S. America.

SA 2953. Mr. SMITH (for himself and
Mr. WYDEN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1585, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2008 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1070. SENSE OF SENATE ON AIR FORCE USE
OF TOWBARLESS AIRCRAFT
GROUND EQUIPMENT.

It is the sense of the Senate to encourage
the Air Force to give full consideration to
the potential operational utility, cost sav-
ings, and increased safety afforded by the
utilization of towbarless aircraft ground
equipment.

SA 2957. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for him-
self, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. SMITH, Mr. STE-
VENS, and Mr. LOTT) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 1585, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

DIVISION —MARITIME
ADMINISTRATION

SEC. —001. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘‘Maritime Administration Au-
thorities Act of 2007".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
Sec. —001. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—-GENERAL
Sec. —101. Authorization of appropriations
for fiscal year 2008.

Sec. —102. Commercial vessel chartering au-
thority.

Sec. —103. Maritime Administration vessel
chartering authority.

Sec. —104. Chartering to state and local gov-
ernmental instrumentalities.

Sec. —1056. Disposal of obsolete government
vessels.

Sec. —106. Vessel transfer authority.

Sec. —107. Sea trials for ready reserve force.

Sec. —108. Review of applications for loans

and guarantees.
TITLE II-TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

Sec. —201. Statutory construction.

Sec. —202. Personal injury to or death of
seamen.

Sec. —203. Amendments to chapter 537 based
on Public Law 109-163.

Sec. —204. Additional amendments based on
Public Law 109-163.

Sec. —205. Amendments based on Public
Law 109-171.

Sec. —206. Amendments based on Public
Law 109-241.

Sec. —207. Amendments based on Public
Law 109-364.

Sec. —208. Miscellaneous amendments.

Sec. —209. Application of sunset provision to

codified provision.
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Sec. —210. Additional Technical corrections.
TITLE I—GENERAL
AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2008, to be available
without fiscal year limitation if so provided
in appropriations Acts, for the use of the De-
partment of Transportation for the Maritime
Administration as follows:

(1) For expenses necessary for operations
and training activities, $122,890,545.

(2) For paying reimbursement under sec-
tion 3517 of the Maritime Security Act of
2003 (46 U.S.C. 53101 note), $19,500,000.

(3) For assistance to small shipyards and
maritime communities under section 54101 of
title 46, United States Code, $20,000,000.

(4) For expenses to dispose of obsolete ves-
sels in the National Defense Reserve Fleet,
including provision of assistance under sec-
tion 7 of Public Law 92-402, $18,000,000.

(5) For the cost (as defined in section 502(5)
of the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2
U.S.C. 661a(b))) of loan guarantees under the
program authorized by chapter 537 of title 46,
United States Code, $20,000,000.

(6) For administrative expenses related to
the implementation of the loan guarantee
program under chapter 537 of title 46, United
States Code, administrative expenses related
to implementation of the reimbursement
program under section 3517 of the Maritime
Security Act of 2003 (46 U.S.C. 53101 note),
and administrative expenses related to the
implementation of the small shipyards and
maritime communities assistance program
under section 54101 of title 46, United States
Code, $3,408,000.

SEC. —102. COMMERCIAL VESSEL CHARTERING

AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
575 of title 46, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“§57533. Vessel chartering authority

“The Secretary of Transportation may
enter into contracts or other agreements on
behalf of the United States to purchase,
charter, operate, or otherwise acquire the
use of any vessels documented under chapter
121 of this title and any other related real or
personal property. The Secretary is author-
ized to use this authority as the Secretary
deems appropriate.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The chapter
analysis for chapter 575 of such title is
amended by adding at the end the following:
¢“575633. Vessel chartering authority.”.

SEC. —103. MARITIME ADMINISTRATION VESSEL
CHARTERING AUTHORITY.

Section 50303 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by—

(1) inserting ‘‘vessels,”” after ‘‘piers,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘control;”” in subsection
(a)(1) and inserting ‘‘control, except that the
prior consent of the Secretary of Defense for
such use shall be required with respect to
any vessel in the Ready Reserve Force or in
the National Defense Reserve Fleet which is
maintained in a retention status for the De-
partment of Defense;”’.

SEC. —104. CHARTERING TO STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTAL  INSTRUMENTAL-
ITIES.

Section 11(b) of the Merchant Ship Sales
Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. App. 1744(b)), is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ after the semicolon in
paragraph (3);

(2) by striking ‘‘Defense.” in paragraph (4)
and inserting ‘‘Defense; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end thereof the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) on a reimbursable basis, for charter to
the government of any State, locality, or
Territory of the United States, except that
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the prior consent of the Secretary of Defense
for such use shall be required with respect to
any vessel in the Ready Reserve Force or in
the National Defense Reserve Fleet which is
maintained in a retention status for the De-
partment of Defense.”.

SEC. —105. DISPOSAL OF OBSOLETE GOVERN-

MENT VESSELS.

Section 6(c)(1) of the National Maritime
Heritage Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5405(c)(1)) is
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(either by sale or pur-
chase of disposal services)’’ after ‘‘shall dis-
pose’’; and

(2) by striking subparagraph (A) of para-
graph (1) and inserting the following:

““(A) in accordance with a priority system
for disposing of vessels, as determined by the
Secretary, which shall include provisions re-
quiring the Maritime Administration to—

‘(i) dispose of all deteriorated high pri-
ority ships that are available for disposal,
within 12 months of their designation as
such; and

‘‘(ii) give priority to the disposition of
those vessels that pose the most significant
danger to the environment or cost the most
to maintain;”’.

SEC. —106. VESSEL TRANSFER AUTHORITY.

Section 50304 of title 46, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end there-
of the following:

‘(d) VESSEL CHARTERS TO OTHER DEPART-
MENTS.—On a reimbursable or nonreimburs-
able basis, as determined by the Secretary of
Transportation, the Secretary may charter
or otherwise make available a vessel under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary to any
other department, upon the request by the
Secretary of the department that receives
the vessel. The prior consent of the Sec-
retary of Defense for such use shall be re-
quired with respect to any vessel in the
Ready Reserve Force or in the National De-
fense Reserve Fleet which is maintained in a
retention status for the Department of De-
fense.”.

SEC. —107. SEA TRIALS
FORCE.

Section 11(c)(1)(B) of the Merchant Ship
Sales Act of 1946 (50 U.S.C. App. 1744(c)(1)(B))
is amended to read as follows:

“(B) activate and conduct sea trials on
each vessel at least once every 30 months;”.
SEC. —108. REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS FOR

LOANS AND GUARANTEES.

(a) PLAN.—Within 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator of
the Maritime Administration shall develop a
comprehensive plan for the review of tradi-
tional applications and non-traditional ap-
plications.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—The comprehensive plan
shall include a description of the application
review process that shall not exceed 90 days
for review of traditional applications.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Adminis-
trator shall submit a report describing the
comprehensive plan to the Senate Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation and the House of Representatives
Committee on Armed Forces.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) NONTRADITIONAL  APPLICATION.—The
term ‘‘nontraditional application’ means an
application for a loan, guarantee, or a com-
mitment to guarantee submitted pursuant to
chapter 537 of title 46, United States Code,
that is not a traditional application, as de-
termined by the Administrator.

(2) TRADITIONAL APPLICATION.—The term
‘“‘traditional application’” means an applica-
tion for a loan, guarantee, or a commitment
to guarantee submitted pursuant to chapter
537 of title 46, United States Code, that in-
volves a market, technology, and financial
structure of a type that has been approved in
such an application multiple times before
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the date of enactment of this Act without
default or unreasonable risk to the United
States, as determined by the Administrator.

TITLE II—-TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS
SEC. —201. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.

The amendments made by this title make
no substantive change in existing law and
may not be construed as making a sub-
stantive change in existing law.

SEC. —202. PERSONAL INJURY TO OR DEATH OF
SEAMEN.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Section 30104 of title 46,
United States Code, is amended by striking
subsections (a) and (b) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“(a) CAUSE OF ACTION.—A seaman injured
in the course of employment or, if the sea-
man dies from the injury, the personal rep-
resentative of the seaman may bring an ac-
tion against the employer. In such an action,
the laws of the United States regulating re-
covery for personal injury to, or death of, a
railway employee shall apply. Such an ac-
tion may be maintained in admiralty or, at
the plaintiff’s election, as an action at law,
with the right of trial by jury.

‘“(b) VENUE.—When the plaintiff elects to
maintain an action at law, venue shall be in
the judicial district in which the employer
resides or the employer’s principal office is
located.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall be effective as if
included in the enactment of Public Law 109-
304.
SEC. —203. AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER

BASED ON PUBLIC LAW 109-163.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Title 46, United States
Code, is amended as follows:

(1) Section 53701 is amended by—

(A) redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(13) as paragraphs (3) through (14), respec-
tively:;

(B) inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Mari-
time Administration.”’; and

(C) striking paragraph (13) (as redesig-
nated) and inserting the following:

‘(13) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Commerce with re-
spect to fishing vessels and fishery facili-
ties.”.

(2) Section 53706(c) is amended to read as
follows:

‘‘(c) PRIORITIES FOR CERTAIN VESSELS.—

‘(1) VESSELS.—In guaranteeing or making
a commitment to guarantee an obligation
under this chapter, the Administrator shall
give priority to—

‘“(A) a vessel that is otherwise eligible for
a guarantee and is constructed with assist-
ance under subtitle D of the Maritime Secu-
rity Act of 2003 (46 U.S.C. 53101 note); and

‘“(B) after applying subparagraph (A), a
vessel that is otherwise eligible for a guar-
antee and that the Secretary of Defense de-
termines—

‘(i) is suitable for service as a naval auxil-
iary in time of war or national emergency;
and

‘“(ii) meets a shortfall in sealift capacity or
capability.

‘(2) TIME FOR DETERMINATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall determine whether a
vessel satisfies paragraph (1)(B) not later
than 30 days after receipt of a request from
the Administrator for such a determina-
tion.”.

(3) Section 53707 is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or Administrator’” in
subsections (a) and (d) after ‘Secretary’
each place it appears;

(B) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Transpor-
tation” in subsection (b) and inserting ‘‘Ad-
ministrator”’;
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(C) by striking ‘‘of Commerce” in sub-
section (c); and

(D) in subsection (d)(2), by—

(i) inserting ‘‘if the Secretary or Adminis-
trator considers mnecessary,” before ‘‘the
waiver’’; and

(ii) striking ‘‘the increased’ and inserting
‘“‘any significant increase in’’.

(4) Section 53708 is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘SECRETARY OF TRANSPOR-
TATION”’ in the heading of subsection (a) and
inserting ‘‘ADMINISTRATOR’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Secretary’” and ‘‘Sec-
retary of Transportation” each place they
appear in subsection (a) and inserting ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘or COMMERCE’ in the
heading of subsection (b);

(D) by striking ‘‘of Commerce’ in sub-
sections (b) and (c);

(E) in subsection (d), by—

(i) inserting ‘‘or Administrator’” after

‘‘Secretary’’ the first place it appears; and

(ii) striking ‘“‘financial structures, or other
risk factors identified by the Secretary. Any
independent analysis conducted under this
subsection shall be performed by a party
chosen by the Secretary.” and inserting ‘‘or
financial structures. A third party inde-
pendent analysis conducted under this sub-
section shall be performed by a private sec-
tor expert in assessing such risk factors who
is selected by the Secretary or Adminis-
trator.”’; and

(F) in subsection (e), by—

(i) inserting ‘‘or Administrator” after
‘““‘Secretary’’ the first place it appears; and

(ii) striking ‘‘financial structures, or other
risk factors identified by the Secretary’ and
inserting ‘‘or financial structures’.

(5) Section 53710(b)(1) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘Secretary’s’” and inserting ‘‘Adminis-
trator’s”.

(6) Section 53712(b) is amended by striking
the last sentence and inserting ‘‘If the Sec-
retary or Administrator has waived a re-
quirement under section 53707(d) of this title,
the loan agreement shall include require-
ments for additional payments, collateral, or
equity contributions to meet the waived re-
quirement upon the occurrence of verifiable
conditions indicating that the obligor’s fi-
nancial condition enables the obligor to
meet the waived requirement.”’.

(7) Subsections (¢) and (d) of section 53717
are each amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘oF COMMERCE’’ in the sub-
section heading; and

(B) by striking ‘‘of Commerce’ each place
it appears.

(8) Section 53732(e)(2) is amended by insert-
ing ‘‘of Defense’” after ‘‘Secretary’ the sec-
ond place it appears.

(9) The following provisions are amended
by striking ‘‘Secretary’” and ‘‘Secretary of
Transportation” and inserting ‘‘Adminis-
trator’:

(A) Section 53710(b)(2)(A)(@).

(B) Section 53717(b) each place it appears in
a heading and in text.

(C) Section 53718.

(D) Section 53731 each place it appears, ex-
cept where ‘‘Secretary’ is followed by ‘‘of
Energy”’.

(E) Section 53732 (as amended by paragraph
(8)) each place it appears, except where ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ is followed by ‘‘of the Treasury’’, ‘‘of
State’’, or ‘‘of Defense’’.

(F) Section 53733 each place it appears.

(10) The following provisions are amended
by inserting ‘‘or Administrator’ after ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ each place it appears in headings and
text, except where ‘‘Secretary’ is followed
by ‘‘of Transportation’ or ‘‘of the Treasury’’:

(A) The items relating to sections 53722 and
53723 in the chapter analysis for chapter 537.

(B) Sections 53701(1), (4), and (9) (as redesig-
nated by paragraph (1)(A)), 53702(a), 53703,
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53704, 53706(a)(3)(B)(iii), 53709(a)(1), (b)(1) and
(2)(A), and (d), 53710(a) and (c), 53711, 53712
(except in the last sentence of subsection (b)
as amended by paragraph (6)), 53713 to 53716,
53721 to 53725, and 53734.

(11) Sections 53715(d)(1), 53716(d)(3), 53721(c),
53722(a)(1) and (b)(1)(B), and 53724(b) are
amended by inserting ‘‘or Administrator’s”
after ‘‘Secretary’s’.

(b) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED AMENDMENTS.—
Section 3507 (except subsection (c)(4)) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2006 (Public Law 109-163) is repealed.
SEC. —204. ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS BASED ON

PUBLIC LAW 109-163.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Title 46, United States
Code, is amended as follows:

(1) Chapters 513 and 515 are amended by
striking ‘‘Naval Reserve’ each place it ap-
pears in analyses, headings, and text and in-
serting ‘‘Navy Reserve’.

(2) Section 51504(f) is amended to read as
follows:

““(f) FUEL COSTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall
pay to each State maritime academy the
costs of fuel used by a vessel provided under
this section while used for training.

“(2) MAXIMUM AMOUNTS.—The amount of
the payment to a State maritime academy
under paragraph (1) may not exceed—

““(A) $100,000 for fiscal year 2006;

“(B) $200,000 for fiscal year 2007; and

““(C) $300,000 for fiscal year 2008 and each
fiscal year thereafter.”.

(3) Section 51505(b)(2)(B) is amended by
striking ¢$200,000’ and inserting ‘‘$300,000 for
fiscal year 2006, $400,000 for fiscal year 2007,
and $500,000 for fiscal year 2008 and each fis-
cal year thereafter’.

(4) Section 51701(a) is amended by striking
‘“of the United States.” and inserting ‘‘of the
United States and to perform functions to
assist the United States merchant marine, as
determined necessary by the Secretary.”.

(5)(A) Section 51907 is amended to read as
follows:

“§51907. Provision of decorations, medals,
and replacements

“The Secretary of Transportation may
provide—

‘(1) the decorations and medals authorized
by this chapter and replacements for those
decorations and medals; and

‘‘(2) replacements for decorations and med-
als issued under a prior law.”.

(B) The item relating to section 51907 in
the chapter analysis for chapt