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pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘National Priorities List, Final Rule’’ (FRL 
No. 8468–4) received on September 13, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–3346. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pendimethalin; Pesticide Tolerance’’ (FRL 
No. 8147–8) received on September 13, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–3347. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pesticide Tolerance Nomenclature Changes; 
Technical Amendment’’ (FRL No. 8126–5) re-
ceived on September 13, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–3348. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Rulings Division, 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Materials and Processes Authorized for the 
Treatment of Wine and Juice’’ ((RIN1513– 
AA96) (T.D. TTB–61)) received on September 
12, 2007; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–3349. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulations and Rulings Division, 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Firearms Excise Tax; Exemption for Small 
Manufacturers, Producers, and Importers’’ 
((RIN1513–AB25) (T.D. TTB–62)) received on 
September 12, 2007; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–3350. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Amendment to Interpretive Bul-
letin 95–1’’ (RIN1210–AB22) received on Sep-
tember 12, 2007; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–3351. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
a petition filed by the workers from the Han-
ford Nuclear Reservation requesting their 
addition to the Special Exposure Cohort; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–3352. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
a petition filed by the workers from the 
Ames Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, requesting 
their addition to the Special Exposure Co-
hort; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–3353. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Department’s Buy American Reports for fis-
cal years 2005 and 2006; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–3354. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, a 
draft bill intended to assist formerly home-
less veterans who reside in permanent hous-
ing; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–3355. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Pay Administration Under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act’’ (RIN3206–AK89) re-
ceived on September 17, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BAYH: 
S. 2068. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide an additional 
standard deduction for real property taxes 
for nonitemizers; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mrs. 
HUTCHISON): 

S. 2069. A bill to increase the United States 
financial and programmatic contributions to 
promote economic opportunities for women 
in developing countries; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. DEMINT (for himself, Mr. AL-
LARD, Mr. COBURN, Mr. KYL, Mr. 
LOTT, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. GREGG, 
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. HATCH, Mr. COLEMAN, 
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. VITTER, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. SESSIONS): 

S. 2070. A bill to prevent Government shut-
downs; read the first time. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
BAUCUS, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. OBAMA, 
Mrs. CLINTON, and Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska): 

S. 2071. A bill to enhance the ability to 
combat methamphetamine; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
LUGAR, Mr. DODD, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BINGAMAN, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BYRD, Mr. BURR, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
KERRY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, 
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, Mr. REED, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
Mr. WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SMITH, Mr. SPECTER, Mrs. 
MURRAY, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Res. 321. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace process; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. CLINTON, and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 322. A resolution honoring the life-
time achievements of General George Sears 
Greene on the occasion of the 100th anniver-
sary rededication of the monument in his 
honor; considered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 38 

At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 38, a bill to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to establish a pro-
gram for the provision of readjustment 
and mental health services to veterans 
who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 326 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 

SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
326, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a special 
period of limitation when uniformed 
services retirement pay is reduced as 
result of award of disability compensa-
tion. 

S. 400 
At the request of Mr. SUNUNU, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) and the Senator from 
Connecticut (Mr. DODD) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 400, a bill to amend the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 and the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to ensure that dependent 
students who take a medically nec-
essary leave of absence do not lose 
health insurance coverage, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 545 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mr. GREGG) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 545, a bill to improve consumer 
access to passenger vehicle loss data 
held by insurers. 

S. 674 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 674, a bill to require ac-
countability and enhanced congres-
sional oversight for personnel per-
forming private security functions 
under Federal contracts, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 694 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 694, a bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to issue regu-
lations to reduce the incidence of child 
injury and death occurring inside or 
outside of light motor vehicles, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 702 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
702, a bill to authorize the Attorney 
General to award grants to State 
courts to develop and implement State 
courts interpreter programs. 

S. 772 
At the request of Mr. KOHL, the name 

of the Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
772, a bill to amend the Federal anti-
trust laws to provide expanded cov-
erage and to eliminate exemptions 
from such laws that are contrary to the 
public interest with respect to rail-
roads. 

S. 803 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 803, a bill to repeal a pro-
vision enacted to end Federal matching 
of State spending of child support in-
centive payments. 

S. 988 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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988, a bill to extend the termination 
date for the exemption of returning 
workers from the numerical limita-
tions for temporary workers. 

S. 1014 
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1014, a bill to amend the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 to provide parental choice for 
those students that attend schools that 
are in need of improvement and have 
been identified for restructuring. 

S. 1015 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1015, a bill to reauthorize the Na-
tional Writing Project. 

S. 1084 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1084, a bill to provide housing assist-
ance for very low-income veterans. 

S. 1175 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1175, a bill to end the use of child sol-
diers in hostilities around the world, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1382 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1382, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide the es-
tablishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Registry. 

S. 1430 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1430, a bill to authorize State and 
local governments to direct divestiture 
from, and prevent investment in, com-
panies with investments of $20,000,000 
or more in Iran’s energy sector, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1518 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1518, a bill to amend the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act to 
reauthorize the Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1543 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1543, a bill to establish a national 
geothermal initiative to encourage in-
creased production of energy from geo-
thermal resources, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1627 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1627, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
extend and expand the benefits for 

businesses operating in empowerment 
zones, enterprise communities, or re-
newal communities, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1651 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1651, a bill to assist certain Iraqis who 
have worked directly with, or are 
threatened by their association with, 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1661, a bill to commu-
nicate United States travel policies 
and improve marketing and other ac-
tivities designed to increase travel in 
the United States from abroad. 

S. 1818 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1818, a bill to amend the Toxic 
Substances Control Act to phase out 
the use of mercury in the manufacture 
of chlorine and caustic soda, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1827 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1827, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to require prompt 
payment to pharmacies under part D, 
to restrict pharmacy co-branding on 
prescription drug cards issued under 
such part, and to provide guidelines for 
Medication Therapy Management Serv-
ices programs offered by prescription 
drug plans and MA–PD plans under 
such part. 

S. 1895 
At the request of Mr. REED, the 

names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
MARTINEZ) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1895, a bill to aid and 
support pediatric involvement in read-
ing and education. 

S. 1944 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1944, a bill to provide jus-
tice for victims of state-sponsored ter-
rorism. 

S. 1951 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from Oregon 
(Mr. WYDEN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1951, a bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to ensure that 
individuals eligible for medical assist-
ance under the Medicaid program con-
tinue to have access to prescription 
drugs, and for other purposes. 

S. 1954 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1954, a bill to amend title XVIII of 

the Social Security Act to improve ac-
cess to pharmacies under part D. 

S. 1958 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1958, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure and foster continued patient qual-
ity of care by establishing facility and 
patient criteria for long-term care hos-
pitals and related improvements under 
the Medicare program. 

S. 1965 
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1965, a bill to protect children from 
cybercrimes, including crimes by on-
line predators, to enhance efforts to 
identify and eliminate child pornog-
raphy, and to help parents shield their 
children from material that is inappro-
priate for minors. 

S. 2020 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2020, a bill to reauthorize the 
Tropical Forest Conservation Act of 
1998 through fiscal year 2010, to rename 
the Tropical Forest Conservation Act 
of 1998 as the ‘‘Tropical Forest and 
Coral Conservation Act of 2007’’, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2037 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2037, a bill to amend the Consumer 
Product Safety Act to make it unlaw-
ful to sell a recalled product, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2038 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2038, a bill to prohibit the introduction 
or delivery for introduction into inter-
state commerce of children’s products 
that contain lead, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2044 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2044, a bill to provide procedures 
for the proper classification of employ-
ees and independent contractors, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2047 
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. LOTT) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2047, a bill to require 
enhanced disclosures to consumers pur-
chasing flood insurance and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2064 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA), the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2064, a bill to fund 
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comprehensive programs to ensure an 
adequate supply of nurses. 

S.J. RES. 18 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 
18, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the 
rule submitted by the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services within the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services relating to a cost limit for 
providers operated by units of govern-
ment and other provisions under the 
Medicaid program. 

S. CON. RES. 47 
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-

braska, the name of the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 47, a concurrent 
resolution recognizing the 60th anni-
versary of the United States Air Force 
as an independent military service. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2022 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 2022 pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2104 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. CONRAD) were added 
as cosponsors of amendment No. 2104 
intended to be proposed to H.R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2251 
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG, 

the names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BURR) and the Senator 
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
2251 intended to be proposed to H. R. 
1585, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2008 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2872 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2872 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-

tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2874 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2874 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2880 

At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 2880 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2886 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2886 intended to 
be proposed to H.R. 1585, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2008 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2895 

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 2895 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1585, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2008 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2898 

At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH), the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL), the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. CLINTON) and the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 2898 in-
tended to be proposed to H. R. 1585, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mrs. HUTCHISON): 

S. 2069. A bill to increase the United 
States financial and programmatic 
contributions to promote economic op-
portunities for women in developing 
countries; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2069 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Global Resources and Opportunities for 
Women to Thrive Act of 2007’’ or the 
‘‘GROWTH Act of 2007’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings and statement of policy. 
Sec. 3. Microenterprise development assist-

ance for women in developing 
countries. 

Sec. 4. Support for women’s small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises in devel-
oping countries. 

Sec. 5. Support for private property rights 
and land tenure security for 
women in developing countries. 

Sec. 6. Support for women’s access to em-
ployment in developing coun-
tries. 

Sec. 7. Trade benefits for women in devel-
oping countries. 

Sec. 8. Exchanges between United States en-
trepreneurs and women entre-
preneurs in developing coun-
tries. 

Sec. 9. Assistance under the Millennium 
Challenge Account. 

Sec. 10. Growth Fund. 
Sec. 11. Data collection. 
Sec. 12. Support for local, indigenous wom-

en’s organizations in developing 
countries. 

Sec. 13. Report. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Women around the world are especially 
vulnerable to poverty. They tend to work 
longer hours, are compensated less, and have 
less income stability and fewer economic op-
portunities than men. 

(2) Women’s share of the labor force is in-
creasing in almost all regions of the world. 
Women comprise more than 40 percent of the 
labor force in eastern and southeastern Asia, 
sub-Saharan Africa, and the Caribbean, near-
ly a third of the labor force in Central Amer-
ica, and nearly one-third of total employ-
ment in South Asia. About 250 million young 
women will enter the labor force worldwide 
between 2003 and 2015. 

(3) Women are more likely to work in in-
formal employment relationships in poor 
countries compared to men. In sub-Saharan 
Africa, 84 percent of female non-agricultural 
workers are informally employed compared 
to 63 percent of men. In Latin America, 58 
percent of women are informally employed 
compared to 48 percent of men. Informal em-
ployment is characterized by lower wages 
and greater variability of earnings, less sta-
bility, absence of labor organization, and 
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