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women in uniform through their hands- 
on innovation. I could not provide 
higher tribute than the Marine Corps 
itself when it described the Albany 
team as clearly demonstrating the 
ability to be responsive, resourceful, 
agile, and creative by designing and 
prototyping multiple systems in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

This is not the first time the tenant 
organization of Albany’s Marine Corps 
Logistics Base has received this great 
honor. In 2005, the Maintenance Center 
was recognized for its Design and Man-
ufacture Vehicle Armor Protective 
Kits Program which provided protec-
tive armor kits for U.S. Marine Corps 
combat vehicles, making the Marines a 
more effective fighting force and pro-
foundly impacting both safety and mo-
rale. 

I also want to individually recognize 
Christopher Tipper, a Maintenance 
Center Albany employee who was 
named Civilian Marine Logistician of 
the Year. Through his achievements 
Mr. Tipper brings great credit upon 
himself, MCLB Albany, and the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

The national recognition of the 
achievements of the team and this in-
dividual is extremely well deserved. 
They comprise a dedicated workforce 
committed to meeting the needs of the 
warfighter. I am proud to pay tribute 
to these men and women and congratu-
late them and the leadership of the 
Maintenance Center Albany, as well as 
the entire Marine Corps Logistics Com-
mand on a job well done.∑ 

f 

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 
today I honor Montclair State Univer-
sity of New Jersey as they celebrate 100 
years of service to the students of our 
State. 

The 100th anniversary of Montclair 
State University is a wonderful cause 
for celebration. However, the real cele-
bration lies in the extraordinary suc-
cess of the faculty and administration 
of Montclair State University in pre-
paring some of New Jersey’s finest stu-
dents to be the next leaders of this 
country and to succeed in a global 
economy. 

While much has changed since 
Montclair State University first 
opened its doors as a normal school in 
1908, the university has remained true 
to its mission of providing an excep-
tional educational experience to a di-
verse student body that is reflective of 
the population of New Jersey. 
Montclair State University has become 
one of the leading educational institu-
tions in our State, quickly turning into 
the second-largest and the fastest- 
growing university in New Jersey. 

Montclair State University is leading 
the way to help develop the next gen-
eration of teachers by training prom-
ising students to be successful, innova-
tive teachers in schools across the 
State. The university has also main-

tained an active and positive role in 
the local community, by bridging edu-
cation and community service. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me as I honor Montclair State Univer-
sity for its extraordinary success in 
providing 100 years of world-class edu-
cation to New Jersey’s students and for 
providing service to our communities.∑ 

f 

HONORING WINDOWS ON THE 
WATER 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to 
congratulate the outstanding accom-
plishments of Windows on the Water, a 
popular restaurant from my home 
State of Maine. Windows on the Wa-
ter’s chef and owner, John Hughes, was 
recently awarded the National Res-
taurant Association Award for his ac-
tive role in assisting the local commu-
nity. 

Founded in June 1985, Windows on 
the Water has been a favorite of locals 
and visitors to the Kennebunk- 
Kennebunkport area for over 20 years. 
Known for its fresh seafood and made- 
from-scratch desserts, Windows on the 
Water boasts a diverse menu with 
something for everyone. Moreover, it is 
committed to preparing healthy meals 
for diners. As such, most of the cook-
ing products used are either organic, 
all-natural, or sustainable. In its 22 
years of business, Windows on the 
Water has received 27 awards for var-
ious accomplishments. As patrons of 
the restaurant will tell you, Windows 
on the Water is also renowned for its 
creativity. In addition to providing 
fresh, quality food, Chef Hughes fre-
quently offers programs such as cook-
ing class dinners, which include a 
multicourse demonstration and meal, 
combined with a question-and-answer 
session. 

Chef Hughes’s National Restaurant 
Association award is truly something 
to be proud of. Dedicating his life to 
helping others, including by way of his 
culinary skills, Mr. Hughes cofounded 
the Community Harvest organization 
in 1999, a nonprofit community service 
group that provides food to those in 
need. The organization’s motto, ‘‘peo-
ple loving people is the heart of the 
journey, the heart of our community,’’ 
is exemplified well in Chef Hughes’s 
work. Each Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, he prepares countless dinners for 
the community, which volunteers then 
deliver to local underprivileged house-
holds and individuals. Mr. Hughes 
began the home delivery service be-
cause he noticed that Meals on Wheels 
did not deliver on Christmas and 
Thanksgiving. 

While Chef Hughes routinely uses his 
cooking skills to benefit vulnerable 
members of his community, he is also 
at the forefront of numerous other 
community efforts. He leads an annual 
scholarship program for select local 
students who demonstrate a commit-
ment to community service. Moreover, 
in keeping with his background as a 
chef, Mr. Hughes spearheads an annual 

scholarship program for recipients in 
the greater Kennebunk area who have 
displayed an interest in the culinary 
arts. Having begun his culinary studies 
at age 15, Chef Hughes recognizes that 
nurturing an ambition from a young 
age can lead to great success. 

Windows on the Water is not only a 
restaurant; it is also a fount of unbri-
dled service to others, thanks to Chef 
Hughes. While Chef Hughes has reached 
the top of his profession, being ap-
pointed to the Master Chefs Institute 
of America, he still sees the crucial 
role that generosity and giving play in 
the livelihood of a community. I com-
mend Chef John Hughes and everyone 
at Windows on the Water who set a val-
uable example for the Kennebunks, and 
for all of Maine.∑ 

f 

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President. I 
would like to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command, USSOCOM. 

In 1987, USSOCOM was officially es-
tablished to create a unified command 
structure for the special operations 
forces of all military branches. Since 
that time, the special operations forces 
from the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps have deployed to all 
parts of the globe and participated in 
every major American military oper-
ation in support of USSOCOM mis-
sions. 

It is with good reason that the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and marines of 
USSOCOM are considered the most 
elite military forces in the world. 
These individuals complete extremely 
rigorous training and are called upon 
to accomplish the most difficult and 
dangerous missions in our military. 

We in New Mexico are excited that 
USSOCOM’s 16th Special Operations 
Wing will soon be making the move to 
Cannon Air Force Base. Though we are 
sad to see the men and women of the 
27th Fighter Wing go, we are proud to 
be the new home of this elite unit. 

Since its inception, the soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen and marines of USSOCOM 
have served with the utmost distinc-
tion. I salute their bravery and dedica-
tion to duty, and I hope that New Mexi-
cans will take time to thank the mem-
bers of USSOCOM who have served and 
honor the memory of those who have 
given their lives in our defense.∑ 

f 

HONORING MR. VIRGIL E. BROWN, 
SR. 

∑ Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 
wish to honor and congratulate an out-
standing community and business lead-
er from my hometown of Cleveland, 
OH. Virgil E. Brown, Sr., has become a 
well-recognized name in Cleveland 
after serving our community and great 
State of Ohio for nearly three decades. 
On August 12, 2007, Virgil celebrated 
his 90th birthday. Also this year, his 
lovely wife Lurtissia celebrated her 
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87th birthday, and together they cele-
brated an amazing 68 years of mar-
riage. What an accomplishment. 

Virgil grew up in humble beginnings. 
He was born in Louisville, KY, to 
George and Sarah Brown. He is the eld-
est of six children. He moved to Cleve-
land with his parents and siblings when 
he was 12 years old. He graduated from 
Central High School in Cleveland in 
1937 and attended Fenn College, now 
Cleveland State University. 

Throughout Virgil’s long and distin-
guished career of public service, he has 
made history and opened many doors 
through a number of ‘‘firsts’’ he at-
tained. He served as the first African- 
American to be the director of the Cuy-
ahoga County Board of Elections; the 
first African-American to be elected as 
a Cuyahoga County commissioner; and 
the first African-American to serve as 
director of the Ohio Lottery Commis-
sion. 

His political career started in 1966 
with an unsuccessful bid for a State 
representative position. He rebounded 
quickly, however, and in 1967 he won a 
seat on the Cleveland City Council, 
where he served for three terms. In 
1972, when there was a breakdown in 
the countywide election system and 
the position of director of the Cuya-
hoga County Board of Elections be-
came available, Virgil resigned his city 
council seat to accept an appointment 
as director of the Board of Elections. 
He served nearly 7 years in this posi-
tion, and during his tenure he restored 
the integrity and efficiency of the elec-
tion process. 

When I left the position of Cuyahoga 
County commissioner to serve as Lieu-
tenant Governor of Ohio in 1979, Virgil 
was appointed as my replacement. He 
was reelected and served three addi-
tional terms. While in his last term as 
commissioner, I was serving as Gov-
ernor, and I asked Virgil if he would 
serve as the director of the Ohio State 
Lottery. Virgil graciously accepted, 
even though he was planning to retire. 
I appointed him in 1991, and he re-
mained as director until 1995, when he 
officially retired at the age of 74. 

Virgil has had many notable achieve-
ments throughout his life. In 1976, he 
delivered the nominating speech for 
President Gerald Ford at the Repub-
lican National Convention. He was hon-
ored by the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Commissioners when they named their 
human services building the Virgil E. 
Brown Center. In 2002, he was inducted 
by the Cuyahoga County Republicans 
into the inaugural class of the James 
A. Garfield Hall of Fame. He was also 
inducted into the Glenville Hall of 
Fame, the Senior Citizens Hall of 
Fame, and the National Forum for 
Black Public Administrators’—Cleve-
land chapter—Hall of Fame. He is also 
a past president of the National Bowl-
ing Association. 

Virgil has served the greater Cleve-
land community and the State of Ohio 
with distinction. Whether it was 
through his political career, his 

mentorship of numerous young adults, 
his tenure on the board of directors for 
various community based organiza-
tions and commissions, through his 
home church, Bethany Baptist Church, 
or through his successful insurance 
company, Virgil Brown has touched 
and improved the lives of many. 

Throughout all of his accomplish-
ments, his loving and supportive wife 
Lurtissia has been by his side. Without 
a doubt, she has been his greatest 
blessing. Together they have two chil-
dren, Veretta Garrison, who is a busi-
nesswoman in Connecticut, and Virgil, 
Jr., who is an attorney in Cleveland 
and also a member of the State Board 
of Education. 

Mr. President, I wish to take this op-
portunity to thank Virgil E. Brown, 
Sr., for his exceptional leadership and 
for serving as a stellar role model. Con-
gratulations, Virgil, on all you have 
and will continue to achieve. Our lives 
are better as a result of having been 
touched by you. May God continue to 
bless you and your family.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID PERRY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize SrA David Perry of Ellsworth 
Air Force Base in South Dakota for his 
heroic efforts in saving a man’s life. 

Airman Perry had only been based at 
Ellsworth for a few weeks before the 
evening of April 22, 2007. While shop-
ping at a local grocery store a man col-
lapsed in front of him, and Airman 
Perry responded quickly. Taking con-
trol of the situation, Airman Perry di-
rected another bystander to call 9–1-1 
while he checked the fallen man’s vital 
signs and then began CPR. Through his 
quick thinking and swift actions the 
man’s life was saved. 

Airman Perry will be awarded the 
Air Force Commendation Medal. This 
medal is awarded to Air Force per-
sonnel for outstanding achievement or 
meritorious service rendered specifi-
cally on behalf of the Air Force. 

Airman Perry volunteered and was 
selected, to be part of the Air Force Fi-
nancial Services Center initial cadre. 
At the time, he was one of six airmen 
assigned to the Air Force Financial 
Services Center and was the only air-
man instructor at Ellsworth. 

Airman Perry truly deserves this 
award and our commendations for his 
actions; his service is a shining exam-
ple of the dedication and bravery that 
makes America’s soldiers the greatest 
in the world.∑ 

f 

IN COMMEMORATION OF SUMMIT 
ROAD’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I wish to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of historic Summit Road, 
a significant highway which remains in 
use to this day as a popular tourist at-
traction and historic site within the 
State of Nebraska. 

It was Sunday, September 19, 1937, 
that the Summit Road leading to the 

top of Scotts Bluff National Monument 
in the Nebraska Panhandle was com-
pleted. The Summit Road is believed to 
be the oldest existing concrete road in 
the State of Nebraska. The road allows 
visitors to drive to the top of the bluff 
through three tunnels for a spectacular 
view of the valley 800 feet below. 

Summit Road was built entirely by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps, CCC, 
at a time when dry winds and dust 
storms were blowing across the west-
ern High Plains. The CCC was created 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
when the entire country was in the grip 
of the Great Depression to employ job-
less men who were struggling to earn 
enough money to buy food for their 
families. 

Scotts Bluff National Monument is 
named for a fur trapper by the name of 
Hiram Scott, who was wounded and de-
serted by his companions in 1828. He 
gained immortality by making his way 
to a magnificent formation of bluffs 
along the North Platte River before 
succumbing to his wounds. It was for 
Hiram Scott that Scotts Bluff National 
Monument, Scotts Bluff County, and 
the city of Scottsbluff have been 
named. 

Scotts Bluff National Monument, 
which rises 4,649 feet above sea level, 
was an imposing landmark, guiding 
wagon trains along the Oregon, Mor-
mon, California, and Pony Express 
Trails. Native Americans originally 
called this natural formation Ma-a-pa- 
te, which translates into ‘‘hill that is 
hard to go around.’’ 

Today, Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment is home to an excellent museum 
providing information about the his-
toric pioneer trails, together with an 
impressive collection of art from Wil-
liam Henry Jackson, a photographer 
and painter, best known as the first 
person to photograph the wonders of 
Yellowstone National Park. 

It was reported that 550 cars drove to 
the top of Scotts Bluff National Monu-
ment when the Summit Road was 
opened 70 years ago. Since then, thou-
sands of vehicles have made the trip 
and are still able to do so today, 
thanks to the efforts of the CCC which 
built it and the National Park Service 
which now maintains the road.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) reported that he had signed the 
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the 
House: 

H.R. 954. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
365 West 125th Street in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Percy Sutton Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3218. An act to designate a portion of 
Interstate Route 395 located in Baltimore, 
Maryland, as ‘‘Cal Ripken Way’’. 
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