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LOSS OF RAUL HILBERG

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, the
State of Vermont has lost one of its
greatest scholars, Raul Hilberg. I wish
to honor this remarkable man, the cen-
tral figure in the founding and estab-
lishment of Holocaust studies, not just
in the United States, but in the world.
It is fitting that he was also a central
contributor to the establishment and
development of the U.S. Holocaust Mu-
seum.

So horrific were the events of the
Holocaust that for many years scholars
avoided the subject. Not Raul Hilberg.
Born in Vienna, Austria, he and his
family fled the Anschluss of Hitler and
the Nazis to emigrate, first to Cuba,
and ultimately to the United States.
While in Cuba, he saw the fate of the
S.S. St. Louis, a ship full of Jews who
had fled Germany seeking asylum. The
ship was denied permission to land in
Havana, and only after a long voyage
from port to port were its 936 Jewish
passengers finally allowed to dis-
embark in several European countries.

In the United States, Hilberg served
in the Infantry of the U.S. Army. Upon
his return to this country he did grad-
uate work at Columbia TUniversity,
where he received a Ph.D. under the tu-
telage of Franz Neumann. His doctoral
thesis was on the Holocaust: he took
careful and copious notes on Nazi docu-
ments seized by the U.S. Army, tran-
scribing the information he uncovered
on index cards. Then he sat at a small
table in his parents’ apartment and
wrote his thesis on the basis of those
cards. That thesis was the kernel of the
greatest scholarly work ever written
on the Holocaust.

In 1956, Raul Hilberg became an as-
sistant professor of political science at
the University of Vermont. He later be-
came professor and chairman of that
department. He remained at U.V.M. for
the rest of his career until his retire-
ment in 1991, despite many enticements
to go to major research universities,
sustained in his academic life by his
friends Jay Gould, Stan Staron, and
Sam Bogorad. He was a great teacher.
One of his colleagues remembers at-
tending his course on the Holocaust:
‘“‘His words came out in perfectly struc-
tured paragraphs, eloquent with a
quiet gravity, so compelling that every
student in the class was transfixed
from the moment Raul began speaking
until the bell rang for the end of
class.”

In 1961, Raul Hilberg’s magisterial
“The Destruction of the European
Jews’ was published, but only after re-
jections from many publishers. Even
Yad Vashem rejected the manuscript
because some scholars disagreed with
Hilberg’s perspective. Thereafter re-
vised and updated in succeeding edi-
tions, the book was then, and has re-
mained, the most important, the most
seminal, work on the Holocaust. It,
more than any other scholarly work,
was responsible for the creation of
what we know today as the field of Hol-
ocaust Studies.
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The great documentary filmmaker,
Claude Lanzmann, spoke recently of
his discovery of Hilberg’s book, which
occurred as he was considering making
the film that was to become ‘‘Shoah.”
“It took me months to get through this
formidable, magnificent, monstrous
book. Hilberg was a man of details, and
that is what I especially liked. The
first time he appears in ‘‘Shoah’ he
says, ‘All along, during my work, I
never began with the big questions be-
cause I feared inadequate answers.””’
Lanzmann continues, ‘‘He laid bare the
implacable mechanism of what he held
to be a bureaucratic process of destruc-
tion. From the moment the German
bureaucracy made its object, it could
only go all the way, as through carried
by its own logic.”

Hilberg published other important
books, among them ‘‘Perpetrators, Vic-
tims, Bystanders” and a memoir, ‘“The
Politics of Memory.” He edited ‘‘The
Warsaw Diaries of Adam Czerniakov,”
which was translated by his colleague,
Stanislaw Staron.

But he was not just a scholar in an
archive. As one of the Senate’s rep-
resentatives on the U.S. Holocaust Me-
morial Council, I am very aware of his
work in the public sphere, work which
richly supplemented his great con-
tributions as an academic scholar. An
original member of the President’s
Commission on the Holocaust, Raul
Hilberg, played a central role in the
founding of the U.S. Holocaust Mu-
seum. He then served on the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Council from 1980
through 1988, and further served on the
Museum’s Academic Committee from
its inception through 2005.

His friend, Michael Berenbaum re-
cently wrote this about his involve-
ment with our Nation’s great memorial
to the ‘“‘Shoah”: ‘‘For his work with
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,
Hilberg never once accepted remunera-
tion, even when others were paid for
their work. He was a consistent, gra-
cious and insisting presence demanding
the highest of standards of others and
measuring up to them himself.”” In his
honor, the museum has established the
Raul Hilberg Scholarship.

For his great scholarly and public ac-
complishments, Raul Hilberg was
named a Fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Arts and Sciences in 2005.

An enthralling and inspiring teacher,
Raul Hilberg will be missed by many
generations of students at the Univer-
sity of Vermont. The absence of his
deep knowledge and unsparing honesty
leaves the world of Holocaust studies
bereft of its presiding genius. And his
passing leaves a great loss in the lives
of his wife, Gwendolyn and his chil-
dren, David and Deborah.

Raul Hilberg’s work, however, which
so carefully details the bureaucracy of
annihilation, will live on to serve as a
constant reminder of the responsibil-
ities that we have, as citizens and as
individuals, for the sufferings of oth-
ers.e

S11653

COMMEMORATING THE RETIRE-
MENT OF HANCEL PORTERFIELD

e Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate Mr. Hancel
Porterfield on his retirement from Fed-
eral service on September 30, 2007, as
the Corrosion Prevention and Control
Program Manager for the Marine
Corps. Hank, as he is known, along
with a handful of staff, has been instru-
mental in giving new direction and co-
hesion to the Marine Corps’ efforts to
combat corrosion. Since being hired as
the first Program Manager for USMC
CPAC, Mr. Porterfield has been instru-
mental in completely changing the di-
rection of CPAC from a study program
administered by the Naval Surface
Warfare Command, NSWC, to a pro-
gram serving the warfighter at the Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, MEF, level.

Not only has Mr. Porterfield created
a full service program with a workforce
of 95 people from Camp Lejeune to OKi-
nawa in just 3% years, Mr. Porterfield
also established a research and devel-
opment arm to examine new products,
procedures, and methods for reducing
corrosion. Recently, I had occasion to
participate in a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for a U.S. Marines Corps corro-
sion prevention and control complex in
Kaneohe Bay, HI, and had the privilege
of meeting Mr. Porterfield in person. I
was impressed by his dedication to
duty and his service and leadership in
launching the USMC CPAC Program.

I would like to express my deepest
appreciation and warmest aloha to Mr.
Porterfield. In government we all hope
one person can make a difference. I
think Mr. Porterfield is one person who
has made a difference and leaves be-
hind a legacy of success. Best wishes
Hank for a long and enjoyable retire-
ment.e

————

TRIBUTE TO COBB COUNTY, GEOR-
GIA PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, on Oc-
tober 1, 2007, the Cobb Chamber of
Commerce will hold its Public Safety
Recognition Awards breakfast, and I
wish to express my heartfelt gratitude
and appreciation for all public safety
personnel in my home county of Cobb.

Our public safety officers and per-
sonnel make the difference in ensuring
that we are able to go about our daily
routines, get a good night’s sleep, and
enjoy the many freedoms we have in
our country today because we don’t
have to constantly fear for our well-
being. For this, I believe I am rep-
resenting not only my Cobb County
constituents, but all Georgians when I
say thank you to all of our public safe-
ty personnel.

Whether they are the dispatcher an-
swering the telephone, an officer on the
street, an undercover agent living in
dirty and dangerous conditions to ob-
tain needed information or an assistant
at a desk, they all work as a team to
keep me safe, my family safe, and Cobb
County safe.
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In addition to the daily requirements
of basic safety, they go above and be-
yond by helping to educate our citizens
and young people through special pro-
grams in schools, such as Partners in
Education, and throughout the commu-
nity to help fight crime and keep folks
off drugs.

As we recently observed the sixth an-
niversary of the September 11 attacks
on our Nation, we are reminded of the
great lengths our public safety per-
sonnel and first responders go to in
order to keep us safe. Cobb County’s
public safety personnel—our police,
firefighters and emergency medical
professionals—have answered the ex-
traordinary call to serve their county
and risk their lives to keep our com-
munity safe. They are America’s first
line of defense, and they are our true
American heroes.®

CONGRATULATING THE CARTERS-
VILLE SENIOR LEAGUE TEAM

e Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish
to honor in the RECORD the Senior
League team of Cartersville, GA, on
their victory in the 2007 Senior League
World Series.

These fine young men played out-
standing baseball through the entire
tournament, but in the World Series
Championship game, they soared and
played like true professionals. In their
final game, Chris Huth pitched a com-
plete game one-hitter and Cole Mont-
gomery hit a three-run home run to
lead their team to a dominating vic-
tory over the defending champion Fal-
con, Venezuela.

These are special young men: Garison
Boston, Ben Bridges, Trey Dickson,
Brad Green, Taylor Greene, Tyler Hig-
gins, Chris Huth, Tyler Linn, Levi
Mauldin, Colton Montgomery, Cole
Payne, Zack Philliber, Hank Stewart,
and Tyler Williams. The men have
brought great pride to their State,
great pride to their parents, and great
pride to the great city of Cartersville,
GA.

Their manager Eric Stewart and
coaches Jeff Payne and Mark Mont-
gomery each deserve strong recogni-
tion for guiding these young players to
victory.

I am ©pleased to join Senator
CHAMBLISS in acknowledging the great
achievement of these young men and to
extend my deepest congratulations to
the 2007 Senior League World Series
Champions, the Senior League team of
Cartersville, GA.e

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 10:35 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 954. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
366 West 126th Street in New York, New
York, as the ‘“Percy Sutton Post Office
Building™.

H.R. 3218. An act to designate a portion of
Interstate Route 395 located in Baltimore,
Maryland, as ‘‘Cal Ripken Way’’.

At 2:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1154. An act to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D.

H.R. 1657. An act to establish a Science and
Technology Scholarship Program to award
scholarships to recruit and prepare students
for careers in the National Weather Service
and in National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration marine research, atmos-
pheric research, and satellite programs.

H.R. 3527. An act to extend for two months
the authorities of the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation.

H.R. 3528. An act to provide authority to
the Peace Corps to provide separation pay
for host country resident personal services
contractors of the Peace Corps.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1657. An act to establish a Science and
Technology Scholarship Program to award
scholarships to recruit and prepare students
for careers in the National Weather Service
and in National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration marine research, atmos-
pheric research, and satellite programs; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mr.
KENNEDY):
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S. 2059. A bill to amend the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to clarify the eligi-
bility requirements with respect to airline
flight crews; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. DODD,
and Mr. OBAMA):

S. 2060. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to es-
tablish a Volunteer Teacher Advisory Com-
mittee; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DoDD, Mrs.
CLINTON, Mr. OBAMA, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
SCHUMER, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 2061. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to exempt certain
home health workers from the provisions of
such Act; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
REID, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
TESTER, Mr. BINGAMAN, and Mr.
DOMENICI):

S. 2062. A bill to amend the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 to reauthorize that Act, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself and Mr.
GREGG):

S. 2063. A bill to establish a Bipartisan
Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Action, to
assure the economic security of the United
States, and to expand future prosperity and
growth for all Americans; to the Committee
on the Budget.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2064. A bill to fund comprehensive pro-
grams to ensure an adequate supply of
nurses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 2065. A bill to provide assistance to com-
munity health coalitions to increase access
to and improve the quality of health care
services; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. OBAMA:

S. 2066. A bill to establish nutrition and
physical education standards for schools; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. MARTINEZ (for himself, Mr.

BURR, Mr. LOTT, Mrs. DOLE, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. BUNNING, and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 2067. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act relating to rec-
reational vessels; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. Res. 319. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the United
States Transportation Command on its 20th
anniversary; to the Committee on Armed
Services.
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Text Box
CORRECTION

December 19, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page S11654
On page S11654, September 18, 2007, the following text was inadvertently printed: REPORTS OF COMMITTEES DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE  Under the authority of the order of the Senate of January 4, 2007, the following reports of committees were submitted on September 14, 2007. By Mr. BYRD (for Mr. INOUYE), from the Committee on Appropriations, with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. H.R. 3222. A bill making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 110-155).  

The online version was corrected to reflect its deletion.    
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