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people of Minneapolis, I say thank you
for the support you have shown and the
spirit in which you have come to-
gether.

At times, there is so much rancor in
our Nation today—this partisan divide.
It is so uplifting to be in this Chamber
to see my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle come together, and so I say
thank you.

Let me end by asking that we not
forget there has been a great tragedy;
that lives have been lost. Let us keep
the families of those who have lost
loved ones in our prayers. Let us make
sure we continue in the effort to ensure
that the resources are there to rebuild,
and let us do it quickly. Let us do
those things to expedite the process.
This is a major thoroughfare, a major
piece of the transportation system in
the State of Minnesota. We need to get
the money back to Minnesota and get
the people on the ground who can get
the work done.

We can do it, and we can do it quick-
ly. We will rebuild this bridge, we will
rebuild quickly, we will find out what
caused this terrible, terrible tragedy,
and we will keep those who have suf-
fered loss in our prayers.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Rhode Island is recog-
nized.

EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE STATUS
FOR LIBERIANS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, let me first
begin by commending Senators COLE-
MAN and KLOBUCHAR for their very ag-
gressive and appropriate response to a
crisis in their home State of Min-
nesota. We were proud, all of us, to join
with the Senators in helping their peo-
ple in the face of great need.

This is interesting, because I rise for
the moment to speak about another
measure which both Senator COLEMAN
and Senator KLOBUCHAR have joined
with me as cosponsors of, and that is
the temporary protective status for Li-
berians. The Presiding Officer, Senator
WHITEHOUSE, is also a cosponsor, along
with Senators KERRY and LEAHY. It is a
bipartisan measure. It is in response to
a situation where there are thousands
of Liberians here legally, but they are
in danger of being deported because
their status could change by October 1.

The House of Representatives earlier
this week passed unanimously by voice
vote H.R. 3123, which would extend for
1 year their temporary protected sta-
tus. In fact, the minority leader, Mr.
BLUNT, was the key leader in this ef-
fort, along with our colleague from
Rhode Island, Congressman PATRICK
KENNEDY, and I again thank Senators
COLEMAN and KLOBUCHAR, and all the
COSpPONSOrs.

The Liberian individuals we are talk-
ing about were in the United States in
the late 1980s and early 1990s when a
brutal civil war broke out in Liberia.
They could not go home, and this coun-
try granted them protective status.
That status, in one form or another,
has been continued for now almost 15,
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16 years. There are many families of
Liberians in this country whose chil-
dren are American citizens—in fact,
who are about on the verge of college
or even older.

Today, Liberia has made some
progress. It has a democratically elect-
ed president. She is a remarkable
woman, leading her nation. But, still,
it is not a country that is ready to ac-
cept individuals who are in the United
States, who are part of our community,
who have American children, and who
are contributing to our communities.
We should, I think, give them the op-
portunity to make a choice of whether
they should stay here or go back to
their homeland of Liberia.

Every year they face a precipice that
comes on October 1, when they worry
whether their status will be extended;
when they worry whether they will
have to leave children behind, give up
their jobs, leave their community and
be lifted up, literally, to go back to a
country which is, quite frankly, not
ready to accept them and to use their
talents. So each year we have been able
to, either through administrative deci-
sion or through our efforts here, extend
their stay. I urge that my colleagues
consider taking up H.R. 3123, and I re-
quested on behalf of my cosponsors a
unanimous consent to do that. I am
told that on the Democratic side there
were no objections, but, apparently,
there are some objections on the other
side. I want to make it clear to all my
colleagues I will renew this request
time and time again when we return in
September.

We have to act before October 1. It
would be unfair, unjust, and unwise not
to grant this exemption. It was accept-
ed on a bipartisan basis overwhelm-
ingly in the other body, and I think we
should do the same here in the Senate.
I urge any of my colleagues who have
questions—and I think at this juncture
there are many who might have legiti-
mate questions—please, I would be
happy to answer them. I would be
happy to respond. I believe I can make
a compelling case that in terms of fair-
ness, in terms of equity, in terms of
recognizing what these individuals
have done to contribute to commu-
nities all across this country, they
should be granted at least 1 more year.
This is not a permanent adjustment,
this is an additional year.

Let me stress one thing also. We have
had a great deal of discussion in this
Congress about immigration. These in-
dividuals are legally here in the United
States, and they have been given the
opportunity to work, they pay taxes,
and they are not qualified for any so-
cial benefits. I am very proud of Rhode
Island because we have a large commu-
nity, relatively speaking, and they
have become extraordinarily produc-
tive members of our community. So I
feel very strongly, and I know my col-
league, the Presiding Officer, does, that
we are going to do all we can over the
several weeks before October 1 to make
sure this is adopted; that we follow the
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other body in doing so. I don’t want
anyone to mistake my objection to
other provisions that are going for-
ward. I am sincerely committed to get-
ting this done. I hope we get it done,
and I thank the Presiding Officer for
his cosponsorship and leadership.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island has been so per-
suasive in his argument, I ask that he
add me as a cosponsor to the bill.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senator be
added as a cosponsor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Connecticut is rec-
ognized.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, both our
colleagues from Minnesota have left
the floor, but I join with my colleague
from Rhode Island and others here in
expressing our regrets and our condo-
lences to the people of Minnesota for
the tragedy that State has gone
through with the collapse of the high-
way over the Mississippi River. Cer-
tainly all of us extend our sympathies
to those who lost loved ones and those
who were injured. We in Congress will
do whatever we can to help out in that
situation, as all of us have at one time
or another stood in this Chamber and
asked for help for our States because of
a tragedy that has occurred. It is very
much in keeping with the tradition of
this body to respond to tragedies such
as the one Minnesota has experienced.

I want to take a moment, however,
and urge my colleagues during the next
few weeks to consider an important bill
to try to address the growing problem
of deteriorating infrastructure across
our nation. For nearly 2 years, the Sen-
ator from Nebraska and I, Senator
HAGEL, have been working on this bill,
along with the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, Felix Rohatyn,
who has been very involved in the
issues of New York City, and our
former Senate colleagues Warren Rud-
man and Bob Kerrey.

The numbers are staggering. There
are some 160,000 bridges of the 900,000 in
our country that are deficient, to put
it mildly. We saw what happened in
Minnesota. There are 614 transit sys-
tems in deep need of repair. One-third
of all our highways are in need of sig-
nificant repair and improvement. The
water systems and wastewater systems
in the United States are, on average,
almost 100 years old. Clearly, the abil-
ity of our appropriations process to
maintain the needed infrastructure for
our country is inadequate. We all know
that. So we have spent time over the
last 2, 2%z years working with people on
Wall Street and others to come up with
ideas on how we might attract capital
to the area of infrastructure develop-
ment.
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Ironically, we had talked about de-
laying this announcement until Sep-
tember, but at the suggestion of Sen-
ator HAGEL, we decided Wednesday
morning to make the announcement
before we left for the August break. I
think we had four members of the press
in the gallery to cover the initial an-
nouncement of this year-and-a-half
long effort. And of course by 5 or 6
o’clock that afternoon, we had heard
the news of what happened in Min-
neapolis, which heightened the coun-
try’s awareness of a problem that was
well-known to those of us looking into
this over the years.

This should never have happened in
the United States. We have been suc-
cessful over the years because we have
understood the relationship of strong
infrastructure systems, wastewater
treatment systems, highways, bridges,
and transit systems, to our ability to
grow economically. Of course, some of
the major efforts that have increased
the prosperity of our country have
been big ideas in infrastructure. Cer-
tainly the interstate highway system,
under Dwight Eisenhower, is a classic
example of a project that dramatically
improved the economy of our Nation
more than 50 years ago.

At any rate, there are a number of
examples, and I hope my colleagues
will look at this critically important
legislation we have presented for their
consideration. We look forward to fur-
ther examining how better to deal with
the large problems facing us when we
reconvene this fall. As many of my col-
leagues may know, a $1 billion invest-
ment, whether public or private
money, would generate as many as
40,000 jobs. So, in addition to address-
ing major deficiencies in our infra-
structure, it will also spur economic
development and provide needed work
for those in the construction fields and
trades.

Again, this is an important issue, and
one that is unfortunately receiving
more attention than it would other-
wise, except for the tragedy in Min-
nesota. In my home State of Con-
necticut, we went through a similar
tragedy, as my colleague from Rhode
Island may recall, on Route 95 along
the Mianus River, the corridor running
through his State and mine, down to
Florida. A whole section of that road in
western Connecticut collapsed. Four
people lost their lives on that day when
the Mianus River bridge fell. So we re-
late to and understand what has hap-
pened in Minnesota.

Again, our invitation is to take a
look at this. It is an idea, a big idea, a
large idea, creatively financed to be
able to do something serious about this
growing problem. It is a problem we
are going to be hearing more and more
about if we fail to take the necessary
steps to improve this infrastructure.
We must work to construct what needs
to be constructed and put our feet back
on the ground.

I thank my colleagues.

I am going to make some unanimous
consent requests here.
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 327

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 327 and
the Senate then proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. Reserving the right to
object, the Senator from Connecticut is
going to put forward a number of unan-
imous-consent requests. Because of the
lateness of the hour, we have a number
of Members on our side who, on many
of these unanimous-consent requests
that he will propound, have concerns
about those, and so they have not been
cleared on this side. I am going to ob-
ject to this and to some of the others
he will be putting forward.

I object.
————
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 1538

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that if the Senate re-
ceives the message from the House on
H.R. 1538, the Wounded Warrior bill,
with a request for a conference, the
Senate agree to the request and the
Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. Reserving the right to
object on this, this bill passed the Sen-
ate by unanimous consent. This is
something everybody on our side sup-
ports. It includes a pay raise for mem-
bers of our military. But again, until
such time as we receive this message
from the House—at that time, I guess I
will ask the majority to renew that re-
quest. Until that happens, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1257

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader, fol-
lowing consultation with the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate proceed to the
consideration of Calendar No. 257, S.
1257, a bill to provide the District of
Columbia a voting seat and the State
of Utah an additional seat in the House
of Representatives.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 3159

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate
receives from the House H.R. 3159, the
Dwell Time Act, the bill be considered
as having been read three times,
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passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table without intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. I object.

————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 742

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 321, S. 742, that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be consid-
ered and agreed to, the bill as amended
be read a third time, passed, and the
motion to reconsider be laid on the
table and any statements be printed in
the RECORD as if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. I object.

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1785

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 320, S. 1785, that the com-
mittee-reported amendment be consid-
ered and agreed to, the bill be read a
third time, passed, the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 558

Mr. DODD. Last, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 93, S. 558, that
the amendment at the desk be consid-
ered and agreed to, the committee-re-
ported substitute as amended be agreed
to, the bill, as amended, be read a third
time, passed, the motion to reconsider
be laid on the table, and that any
statements relating thereto be printed
in the RECORD with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. THUNE. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. DODD. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SIX POINT PLAN

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 7
months ago I opened this session by re-
minding myself and my colleagues that
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