
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H963 January 29, 2007 
SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

DON’T HURT THE FEELINGS OF 
CHINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I want to talk 
about immigration chaos that is occur-
ring in this country. 

There has been a lot of talk about 
immigration, border security and all of 
the problems that are occurring. But 
let’s talk about one that has maybe 
slipped through the cracks and we 
don’t hear too much about. 

We have people in this country that 
have come from foreign nations that 
are illegally in the United States. 
Some of those people are criminals. 
They have gone to penitentiaries 
throughout this country. Our Federal 
Government then captures those indi-
viduals, takes them to an immigration 
judge. They are ordered deported back 
to their nations, and here is what hap-
pens: eight of those nations refuse to 
take back lawfully deported aliens. 
They won’t take back their own citi-
zens. Remember, all of these people are 
illegally in the United States, many 
are criminals. 

How many people are we talking 
about? Well, we are talking about 
136,000 individuals. The cost to the tax-
payers to incarcerate those individuals 
while they are waiting deportation 
hearings is $83 million. Who are those 
nations? Well, seven of the eight, Viet-
nam, China, India, Ethiopia, Iran, 
Laos, and Jamaica. They get a perma-
nent get-out-of-jail-free card in the 
United States because we cannot per-
manently detain these people in jail 
after they have been ordered deported 
and their country of origin refuses to 
take them. 

So what do we do about it? Well, I 
think that these countries, any nation 
that refuses to take back lawfully de-
ported individuals, should not receive 
foreign aid from the United States. But 
many of these seven or eight that I 
have mentioned do not receive foreign 
aid. So why don’t we make sure that 
these people take back their aliens? 
Well, we already have a law on the 
books that says under section 243(d) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
upon notification by Homeland Secu-
rity that a country is not accepting or 
unreasonably delays repatriation of 
their citizens, the Secretary of State 
must discontinue granting immigrant 
or nonimmigrant visas to those citi-
zens of that country until Homeland 
Security informs the Secretary of 
State the alien has been repatriated. 

That sounds good, but the problem is 
Homeland Security doesn’t enforce the 

rule of law; and the reason they don’t 
enforce the rule of law, according to a 
letter we have received from Homeland 
Security, is that there are other sanc-
tions that they must use because we 
have foreign policy issues specifically 
with the Chinese. So apparently Home-
land Security is not even notifying our 
own Secretary of State to deport these 
individuals. 

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be. If 
a person is supposed to be lawfully de-
ported back to their native country, 
even China, Homeland Security has the 
obligation to follow the law and tell 
the Secretary of State so these people 
can be shipped back to where they be-
long. 

It is simple, if you come to America 
illegally, you go home after you are 
lawfully deported. If your own nation 
doesn’t want you, then you don’t get 
foreign aid, or you don’t get any visas 
for any purpose. 

These people that these countries 
will not take, 136,000, have become our 
problem because their nations don’t 
even want their own citizens. Our gov-
ernment needs to be more concerned 
about the rule of law, the cost to the 
American taxpayer than it is about 
hurting the feelings of the Chinese on 
some foreign policy issue. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we urge that Home-
land Security follow the law and if you 
are ordered deported and these nations 
won’t take them, then they shouldn’t 
receive any visas to come to this coun-
try for any purpose. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TALIBAN RESURGENCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor this evening to once again 
discuss the mounting problems and in-
creasing violence by Taliban fighters 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. My con-
cern is that the President continues to 
escalate the wrong war in Iraq while 
the war in Afghanistan is forgotten. I 
fear, as do many others, if the United 
States and NATO do not prioritize Af-
ghanistan, the Taliban will reach a 
level of strength it has not had since 
prior to the inception of the United 
States mission in Afghanistan. This 
could lead to an impending offensive by 
the Taliban in Afghanistan which 
would drastically undermine the 
United States mission in this war-torn 
nation. 

Over the weekend, the Speaker of the 
House, NANCY PELOSI, and other Mem-
bers of the House leadership visited Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan on a fact-find-
ing mission in order to witness first 
hand the escalating problems facing 
those countries. 

I was glad to see that the Speaker 
coupled her trip to Iraq with a visit to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Speaker 
PELOSI’s trip to Afghanistan and Paki-

stan comes as President Bush an-
nounces his plan to ask Congress for 
$10.6 billion in aid for Afghanistan. 

b 1930 

$8.6 billion of this aid money will go 
towards training and equipping Afghan 
security forces, as well as increasing 
the size of Afghanistan’s national 
army. The remaining $2 billion will be 
provided for investment in Afghani in-
frastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, the President has stat-
ed that he will make a formal request 
for these funds next month, and I am 
pleased to see that he is finally real-
izing that the threat of the Taliban and 
al Qaeda remains in Afghanistan and 
that we need to do more. 

The ongoing war on terror should 
focus on Afghanistan and Pakistan, not 
on Iraq. The United States must be 
committed to fighting terrorism in 
those areas in order to protect our 
country because that is where the war 
on terrorism and the attacks on our 
country began. 

Earlier this month, Democrats took 
a significant step toward this goal by 
passing H.R. 1 which implemented the 
recommendations of the bipartisan 9/11 
Commission. Included in this bill was 
language that would end U.S. military 
assistance and arms sales licensing to 
Pakistan in the 2008 fiscal year unless 
Pakistani President Musharraf cer-
tifies that the Islamabad government 
is making all possible efforts to end 
Taliban activities on Pakistani soil. 

It seems that President Musharraf is 
paying the United States lip service by 
claiming to be supportive of the global 
war on terror, yet failing to take ac-
tion against Taliban fighters that have 
set up training camps in the western 
region of his country. It is my hope 
that, coupled with international pres-
sure, the language in H.R. 1 will con-
vince President Musharraf to take im-
mediate action against the Taliban 
militants in his country. 

Mr. Speaker, while the Taliban con-
tinues to gain strength in Afghanistan 
and western Pakistan, it has also been 
leading an effort to win support of the 
people of Afghanistan by opening its 
own schools or madrasas in southern 
Afghanistan. The intentions of the 
Taliban are obviously to distract from 
their regime of terror, not to provide 
educational opportunities for the chil-
dren of Afghanistan. Last year alone, 
the Taliban destroyed 200 schools and 
killed 20 teachers. It is more likely 
that the Taliban will use these 
madrasas not only to trick the people 
of Afghanistan into believing that they 
are advocating the expansion of edu-
cation but also to recruit new Taliban 
fighters. 

This is all part of the al Qaeda’s 
growing propaganda operation. As 
Sahab, the TV production arm of al 
Qaeda, last year produced 58 videos, 
more than tripling its number from 
2005, it is clear that the Taliban and al 
Qaeda are regrouping and working hard 
to win over the people of Afghanistan. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is very important for 

the United States to continue to funnel 
resources into Afghanistan. We must 
also ensure that none of our troops in 
Afghanistan are redeployed to bolster 
the President’s plan to escalate the 
war in Iraq. We cannot let ourselves 
forget where the real war on terror 
started and continues to this day. 

f 

TWO U.S. BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS IN FEDERAL PRISON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COURTNEY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the pages are helping me put 
up the portrait of an injustice. The pic-
ture shows two U.S. Border Agents on 
January 17, 2007, turning themselves in 
to United States marshals to begin 
serving 11 and 12 years respectively in 
Federal prison. 

U.S. Border Agents Ramos, who is at 
the bottom of this portrait, and 
Compean, at the top, were convicted 
last spring for wounding a Mexican 
drug smuggler who brought 743 pounds 
of marijuana across our southern bor-
der into Texas. These men never should 
have been prosecuted, yet they are now 
handcuffed in Federal prison. 

Mr. Speaker, after months of silence, 
the President said in a television inter-
view last week that he would take a 
sober look at the case and a tough look 
at the facts to see whether the agents 
should be pardoned. For the agents’ 
sake, I am hopeful that the President 
will look into this case as soon as pos-
sible. The facts will tell the President 
what countless citizens and Members of 
Congress already know, that the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office was on the wrong 
side in this case. 

The agents fired shots during a foot 
chase with the smuggler who had fled 
in a van they were pursuing. The van 
contained approximately $1 million 
worth of marijuana. 

Compelling physical evidence, the 
angle of the bullet that struck the drug 
smuggler, makes it clear that the 
smuggler was pointing something at 
the agents as he ran away, and the 
agents fired in self-defense. Yet the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office prosecuted the 
agents almost exclusively on the testi-
mony of an admitted drug smuggler 
who claimed he was unarmed. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Office pros-
ecuted the agents and granted immu-
nity to the drug smuggler for his testi-
mony against our Border Agents. This 
drug smuggler received full medical 
care in El Paso, Texas; was permitted 
to return Mexico; and is now suing the 
border patrol for $5 million for vio-
lating his civil rights. He is not an 
American citizen. He is a criminal. 

Since the agents were convicted, 
three of the 12 jurors have submitted 
sworn statements that they were mis-
led into believing that there could be 
no dissent in the jury’s decision and 

therefore believe that they had to give 
in to the majority opinion of guilt. 
Still, the judge refused to overturn the 
verdict. 

Mr. Speaker, the extraordinary de-
tails surrounding the prosecution of 
this case assure that justice has not 
been served. The Department of Home-
land Security Inspector General in this 
case has outrageously claimed that 
Agents Ramos and Compean admitted 
they were out to shoot Mexicans and 
confessed to knowingly shooting an un-
armed suspect. But the Inspector Gen-
eral has failed to make good on his 
promise to deliver documents to Mem-
bers of Congress to support these 
claims. 

Nearly 2 years after the conclusion of 
the agents’ trial, the U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of Texas 
has answered repeated requests for 
transcripts of the trial with nothing 
but excuses. 

Mr. Speaker, real justice does not 
fear the truth. For the sake of the 
agents and their families and for the 
sake of the American people who they 
were working to protect, I encourage 
the President of the United States to 
review the facts on this case as soon as 
possible. The President alone can im-
mediately reverse this injustice by par-
doning these two innocent men. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, before I yield 
back, I want to say to the families of 
Border Patrol Agents Ramos and 
Compean that there are Members on 
both sides of the political aisle in this 
House of Representatives that will not 
sit still until the President pardons 
these two men. They deserve the best 
of America, not the worst, and God 
bless America. 

f 

PEACE MARCH ON THE MALL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, this 
weekend there was an extraordinary 
event right outside these windows. I 
come to the floor this evening to cele-
brate the hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who gathered on the Mall this Sat-
urday because they have had enough of 
this immoral occupation in Iraq. 

Groups like Code Pink, United for 
Peace and Justice, Win Without War, 
and Peace Action did an exceptional 
job of organizing the march and ral-
lying their members. We were fortu-
nate to have many celebrity activists 
in attendance, as well as several Mem-
bers of the Congress. 

But what made the event successful 
was the energy and the passion in the 
crowd. It was a testament to the power 
of the grassroots. 

Hundreds of thousands, from the 
stage as far as the eye could see, 
packed on the mall, standing together 
to send a powerful message that Ameri-
cans want to bring our troops home 
from Iraq. 

Hundreds of thousands standing to-
gether to say that 4 years of bloodshed 

is enough, that over 3,050 lost Amer-
ican lives is over 3,050 too many for a 
war we never should have started in 
the first place. 

Hundreds of thousands standing to-
gether to register the disgust with the 
President’s Iraq policy, the staggering 
civilian casualties, the billions upon 
billions of dollars wasted, human 
rights abused, our global credibility 
shattered, terrorists emboldened rather 
than defeated. 

Every objective measure we could 
possibly use leads to the conclusion 
that what we are doing in Iraq has been 
a tragic failure. 

And everyone can see that, Mr. 
Speaker, except the President, the 
President of the United States, who is 
asking us to sacrifice more of our tax 
dollars and more lives and limbs so he 
can win in Iraq. 

You know what they say: The defini-
tion of insanity is doing the same thing 
and expecting different results. Fortu-
nately, we have an antidote to this in-
sanity. It is not another Iraq study 
group. It is not another bipartisan 
committee to debate and deliberate 
while more people die. It is not a non-
binding resolution. 

It is comprehensive legislation that 
would have all of our troops home safe-
ly, out of Iraq, and contractors out of 
Iraq within 6 months. 

It is H.R. 508, the Bring Our Troops 
Home and Iraq Sovereignty Restora-
tion Act, which I introduced with my 
colleagues, Congresswomen BARBARA 
LEE and MAXINE WATERS, earlier this 
month. 

But the real authors of this bill, Mr. 
Speaker, were the hundreds of thou-
sands of people marching on the Mall 
this Saturday and the millions more 
Americans who they represent. By of-
fering H.R. 508, we are giving voice to 
their will. 

Many of the marchers came back to 
Congress today to share their views in 
person. They want their elected rep-
resentatives to know how strongly 
they oppose the continuing occupation 
and how strongly they support H.R. 
508, which would fully fund a safe mili-
tary withdrawal. 

The President has challenged us to 
issue a plan. We have, and people gath-
ered on the Mall this weekend showed 
their support. Enough is enough. 

In the name of national security, fis-
cal sanity and common decency, I ask 
my colleagues, sign on to H.R. 508 and 
bring our troops home. 

f 

GLOBALIZATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, if we take 
a look at the last half century, it is 
clear that there has been no greater 
force for positive economic and polit-
ical change than globalization. Yes, 
Mr. Speaker, I said globalization. 
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