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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BAIRD).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 29, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRIAN
BAIRD to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

‘““‘Stern as death is love, relentless as
the nether world is devotion; its flames
are a blazing fire. Dry waters cannot
quench love, nor floods sweep it away.”

Lord God, Your word strikes to the
heart. One is not deceived by love and
devotion, for true love expands one’s
vision and moves one to be focused be-
yond self-interest.

Measure our faith and commitment
to truth by the intensity and sincerity
of our love and devotion. May our love
of country and devotion to the work of
government lead us to a deeper respect
for people and for other nations and
cultures as well.

Help this Nation create systems of
communication, reconciliation and col-
laboration that will confirm love and
build trust now and forever.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

HONORING THE AMERICAN
UNIVERSITY IN BULGARIA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this weekend I participated in
the American University in Bulgaria’s
Board of Trustees meetings. I am hon-
ored to serve on the board which pro-
motes world-class education for stu-
dents throughout Eastern Europe.

This September marks the univer-
sity’s 16th year. The first American-
style undergraduate liberal arts edu-
cational institution in Eastern Europe,
AUBG has more than quadrupled in
size since its opening. University Presi-
dent Michael Easton, Provost Ann
Ferren, and Chairman of the Board
David Glanagan are to be commended
for their dedication to AUBG and their
vision for its future.

As the people of Bulgaria continue
their democratic transformation,
AUBG’s mission statement best exem-
plifies the institution’s commitment to
Bulgaria’s prosperity, The mission of
the American University in Bulgaria is
to educate future leaders committed to
serving the needs of the region by pro-
moting the values of an open, demo-
cratic society.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

FATHER ROBERT DRINAN

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of Robert Drinan, or Father Rob-
ert Drinan as he was always known,
the only priest to serve in the House of
Representatives. He was the colleague
of many who are still in the House. He
was my own colleague at Georgetown
Law School where he served on the fac-
ulty after he left the Congress.

Father Drinan, while he was in Con-
gress, wore his priestly garb because he
always considered himself a priest, but
when asked why he did not put on ci-
vilian clothes, he said, ‘“‘It’s the only
clothes I have.” And they were.

He bowed to the discipline of his
church when the ruling came down
that priests should not serve in a legis-
lative body. He took many of the con-
cerns he had brought to this floor with
him into books and studies, particu-
larly in the field of international
human rights.

I am beginning work on a resolution
in honor of Father Drinan. He has al-
ready been honored by this House with
the Congressional Distinguished Serv-
ice Award.

We are going to be on a retreat on
Thursday. I hope that we can make
some arrangements so that many of us
who would want to attend the funeral
on Thursday may do that and then go
to the retreat.

I will save further remarks for such
time as a resolution or other fitting pe-
riod of memorial for Father Drinan is
offered here on the House floor.

————

SEND ME HOME SO I WON'T GO TO
JAIL

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, crimes by
illegals continue to plague American
cities.
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Jose Vallejo 1is another illegal
charged with a vicious crime, this time
rape of a 4-year-old in Illinois. The
judge in that case set a $150,000 bond,
and the defendant actually made the
bond; but ICE arrested the individual
and took him to an immigration judge
for deportation. Vallejo begged the im-
migration judge to deport him so he
wouldn’t have to be tried in Illinois for
the State charge. The judge, unaware
of the rape charges, agreed and ordered
Vallejo immediately deported back to
Mexico. But before Vallejo could pull
off this legalized jail break from Illi-
nois, he was rearrested to stand
charges on the rape case.

Federal authorities should not order
illegals like Vallejo deported until
they have been tried and served prison
time for their crimes in State criminal
courts; then they should be deported,
otherwise more illegals will agree to be
deported before their criminal trials
and try to fraudulently avoid U.S. jus-
tice and the consequences of their
crimes by hiding in their own home-
land.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

HOUSE RESOLUTION 92

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, this weekend
over 300 Members of the House violated
the House rules. They did so not with
malice or any intent to violate the
rules, but they did so because of the
hubris of the leadership of the House.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the rules of the
House prohibit Members from taking
nongovernmental aircraft by any orga-
nization, any corporation that has a
lobbyist. Mr. Speaker, I might point
out that there are lobbyists for United
Airlines, Delta, U.S. Air and a litany of
other airlines. These rules are unfair,
unreasonable and unenforceable, but
they have not yet been changed; and
under a closed rule, it was a take-it-or-
leave-it on the entire package.

Mr. Speaker, I submitted for the
House H. Res. 92 in order to clarify and
reform these foolish, foolish rules that
were instituted without any debate,
without any hearings, and even with-
out much notice. I would ask the House
to seriously consider, Is it time to
begin being honest and reputable? Isn’t
there a time to not break the rules and
say, ‘‘But everyone’s doing it’’?

———

DEMOCRATS’ BROKEN PROMISES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last year,
Democrats promised the most bipar-
tisan Congress ever in the history of
our Congress. What we have seen so far
is about as far from that as I could
imagine. Not only have the rules been
broken in terms of bills being rammed
through, not going through regular
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order so that there can be debate and
discussions, but even when there are
bills that all Members can support, al-
beit that they are not as strong as we
would like, they are mischaracterized.

Over the weekend, I read most of the
debate that went on last week about
H.R. 476 dealing with ethics reform in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: ‘‘Please
take note. The Democratic leadership
of this institution plans to clean up the
criminal and ethical morass it inher-
ited. This bill is a down payment on
the new ethical climate control system
we are building.

“The American people deserve to
know that criminal unethical behavior
by any of our colleagues will be pun-
ished and that the penalties for vio-
lating the sacred trust which has been
bestowed upon us by our voters and the

States we represent will be sub-
stantive, serious and not window dress-
ing.”

Well, ladies and gentlemen, we

passed a bill tougher than the bill that
was passed last week in the last Con-
gress, and we don’t need to keep mak-
ing these kinds of comments if we want
a bipartisan relationship.

———

SPRAY PAINTING THE CAPITOL

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, this
Saturday tens of thousands of pro-
testers protested on the National Mall
the war on Iraq, and in particular, the
21,500 troop surge. These Americans ex-
ercised their first amendment right,
and indeed, I am grateful to live in a
Nation where we can protest govern-
ment policies. However, my colleagues,
I read in The Hill newspaper one trou-
bling incident that arose. It says, 300
self-described anarchists spray-painted
symbols and slogans on the west front
steps of the United States Capitol

building.
More puzzling, the article says that
helpless Capitol Police officers

watched, reporting that they were or-
dered to avoid confronting the group.
It seems U.S. Capitol Police Chief Phil-
lip Morse defends that the graffiti was
“‘easily removed” and, most signifi-
cantly, the building was secure from
the artists’ entry.

I am not sure I agree with such
dismissiveness. Protected free speech
does not include vandalism. I ask the
Speaker to investigate. Peacefully as-
sembling to protest is permissible, de-
facing public property is unacceptable
and it should not happen again.

———
PROTESTERS LOSE CIVILITY

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, you
know, the subject of Iraq and the war
in Iraq, the global war on terror, is in-
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deed a subject that is a tense subject,
it is a difficult subject. In districts like
mine, with Fort Campbell, with our
National Guard men and women, it is
one that we talk about a lot.

Mr. Speaker, one of the things that I
do fear is that in this debate, as we
talk about it, we have lost civility in
this debate. It has been of great con-
cern to me that I have heard of some of
the actions of the protesters who came
to our Nation’s capital this weekend. I
am deeply disturbed by the report of a
veteran who was counterprotesting the
protesters that were here, and he was
spat upon by those protesters, spat
upon, a man who fought for our free-
dom, to protect the freedom that al-
lows them to have a protest. That is
shameful, and they should be ashamed;
they should be dealt with.

You know, one of the things that we
continue to hear from the Iraqis is, do
not leave us until we are stable. That,
Mr. Speaker, is something that we need
to remember. It is imperative that we
make certain that they move to sta-
bility and productivity.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 26, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 26, 2007, at 11:30 am:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 188.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———
O 1415

LANE EVANS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 521) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2633 11th Street in Rock Is-
land, Illinois, as the ‘‘Lane Evans Post
Office Building”’.
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