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Mr. Speaker, in one bill, this House is
addressing the health care needs of our
children and our seniors.

——————

DON'T OUTSOURCE AMERICAN
JOBS TO IMPORT LESS OIL

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, let’s talk just for a moment
about what the impact would be if the
Democrats’ plan to arbitrarily impose
draconian fuel standards on our domes-
tic automobile industry were to be en-
acted. First of all, our cars would get
smaller, less safe, more expensive and
more likely to be built in foreign coun-
tries.

Because American automobile com-
panies lose money on every American-
built small car, these vehicles would
have to be built in low-wage foreign
countries like Mexico, China, Korea or
Japan. More American automobile
workers will lose their jobs. In order to
meet the new Federal regulations, ex-
perts suggest prices will be going up by
more than $6,000 per vehicle.

The Democrats’ CAFE proposal is
nothing more than a stealth tax on
American families and businesses. It
will put smaller, less safe cars on our
roadways, increasing traffic injuries
and deaths, and the efforts to reduce
our dependence on foreign oil will be
outsourced to cheap foreign labor. Does
that sound like a good plan to you?

DEMOCRATS DELIVER ON PROM-
ISE TO CHANGE THE WAY BUSI-
NESS IS DONE IN WASHINGTON

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker,
when Democrats took control of Con-
gress in January, we vowed to make
some changes around here. The Amer-
ican people were rightfully disgusted
by several examples of unethical be-
havior that made this entire institu-
tion look bad. The Senate and House
have now reconciled differences be-
tween two different lobbying reform
bills passed earlier this year. Today,
the House will give final approval to
the Honest Leadership and Open Gov-
ernment Act.

The bill requires greater trans-
parency of lobbyists so they are more
accountable to the American people.
Specifically, the bill requires lobbyists
to file their lobbying activities in an
electronic database that is accessible
to the public. It also ends the K Street
Project by prohibiting Members of
Congress and their staff from attempt-
ing to influence employment decisions
in exchange for political access.

Mr. Speaker, congressional Demo-
crats said we were going to change the
way business is done here, and today
we will deliver on that promise by
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passing the Honest Leadership and
Open Government Act.

FREE TRADE CREATES
PROSPERITY FOR ALL

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CALVERT. Since 2000, foreign
trade has increased by more than 20
percent. During that same time, more
than 7 million new jobs have been cre-
ated. Simply put, free trade works.

I strongly urge Congress to move for-
ward with passing the recently nego-
tiated trade agreements with South
Korea and Colombia. These agreements
will bring down barriers in two of the
fastest growing markets in Asia and
South America. American business sec-
tors such as automobiles, agriculture,
textiles and services will be allowed
unprecedented access. In addition, fa-
vorable trade environments will be cre-
ated for intellectual property, tele-
communications and workers.

As Congress continues to examine its
trade policy, we should not forget to
take a close look at what we can do
here at home to maximize the benefits
of free trade while minimizing its im-
pacts.

Mr. Speaker, since 2000, southern
California has seen a 40 percent in-
crease in container traffic on road and
rails. This is causing serious transpor-
tation problems for both businesses
and constituents in my district. The
Nation must address this concern so
that businesses can receive their goods
efficiently and Americans are not over-
whelmed by increased freight traffic.
Fortunately, free trade affords us the
resources we need to address its infra-
structure impacts so that the pros-
perity it creates is shared by all.

——————

PROVIDING COST-EFFECTIVE
HEALTH INSURANCE FOR UNIN-
SURED CHILDREN

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
last week, House Democrats unveiled
the Children’s Health and Medicare
Protection Act, a bill that reauthorizes
CHIP, ensures millions of children re-
ceive the health benefits they need,
and protects Medicare for American
seniors. The bill comes a week after
the National Governors’ Association,
made up of both Democrats and Repub-
licans, called for urgent action to reau-
thorize the CHIP program.

Unfortunately, while strengthening
CHIP has broad bipartisan support
from our Nation’s Governors and the
U.S. Senate, the Bush administration
and congressional Republicans oppose
efforts to strengthen the program so it
does not continually run out of money.

As a professional social worker, I rec-
ognize the threat to America’s chil-
dren, and I must protest. Instead, they
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are proposing to underfund the pro-
gram significantly, which would cause
millions of children to lose coverage,
including children in my own State of
New Hampshire and States across the
country.

Mr. Speaker, ensuring America’s
children have affordable health care
costs less than $3.50 a day to cover a
child. House Democrats are committed
to passing this cost-effective health
coverage for millions of uninsured chil-
dren.

———

CONGRATULATING KATIE KNOPF
ON HER MAYOR FOR A DAY ESSAY

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring attention to an out-
standing program in my congressional
district, the Sixth District of Illinois.
It is the Mayor for a Day Essay Contest
hosted and sponsored by the Character
Counts in Elmhurst Coalition in Elm-
hurst, Illinois.

This year’s winner, a winner from
among 1,000 entries of first through
eighth graders, is Katie Knopf. When
asked the question, what should a per-
son living in Elmhurst do and what
should their responsibility be, she said
to work as much as she possibly can on
her schoolwork, to do volunteer work
to contribute to the community. ‘It is
my responsibility,”” she said, ‘‘to set a
good example for the younger children
in my neighborhood. All in all, I need
to be a good and caring person.”’

Indeed, Katie. Well done. Good advice
for us all.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS ADDRESS
HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF AMER-
ICA’S CHILDREN

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago, the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
better known as CHIP, was created as a
partnership between the States and the
Federal Government to ensure that
more children would have access to
health insurance. Over the last decade,
it has been received as a strong, bipar-
tisan effort.

The success of the program is not
questioned. Thanks to CHIP, the num-
ber of uninsured children has decreased
every year for the last decade, except
for this past year when the number of
children actually increased.

This week, the House will vote on the
CHAMP Act, a bill that strengthens
the Children’s Health Program so that
it reaches nearly all of the children
that are eligible for the program. Cur-
rently, CHIP reaches 6 million, but
there are 6 million kids that aren’t in-
sured yet.

Today, there is simply not enough
funding to enroll more children. But
that is going to change this week,
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when the House adds on an additional
$50 billion over the next 5 years to the
CHIP program. That will ensure that
an additional 5 million children are in-
sured.

Let’s once again act in a bipartisan
fashion this week and pass the CHAMP
Act.

———

GOOD NEWS COMING OUT OF IRAQ

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, let’s talk
about some of the good news coming
out of Iraq. I realize the Democratic
majority would like to spend most of
our time talking about failure in Iraq.
Indeed, that is what we have done dur-
ing the first 7 months of Congress.
However, the new strategy in Iraq and
the new general in charge are making
real progress on the ground.

The Iraqi people are beginning to
stand up for the safety and security of
their neighborhoods. A recent story in
the Times of London states the in-
creased presence of U.S. forces in the
Doura neighborhood in South Baghdad,
“is encouraging insiders to overcome
their fear and divulge what they know.
Convoys of U.S. soldiers are working
the rubble-strewn streets day and
night, knocking on doors, speaking to
locals and following up on leads on pos-
sible insurgent hideouts.”

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to the mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have
given their lives, we owe it to the Iraqi
people, to give this new strategy a
chance to succeed, and we need to talk
about their successes.

———
J 1030

CONGRESS MUST ACT ON IRAQ

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the
American people are demanding that
this Congress take action to respon-
sibly end the war in Iraq and bring our
troops home safely. If the results of
last November’s election were not clear
enough, a poll released last week indi-
cates that a majority of Americans
look to Congress and not the President
to extricate ourselves from this dan-
gerous mess. Day after day we hear
about Republicans ‘‘questioning’ the
President’s stay-the-course strategy.

But mere words that grab headlines
will not guarantee the responsible dis-
engagement of our troops. Congres-
sional action can and will.

Earlier this month, the House passed
the Responsible Redeployment from
Iraq Act, a plan that would bring our
troops home by April of next year.
Sadly, the measure received just four
Republican votes. Rather than join our
efforts, most Republicans continue to
block meaningful attempts to end this
war.
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Mr. Speaker, it is one thing to raise
questions, but actions speak louder
than words. This week Republicans get
another chance. I urge my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle to listen
to the American people; take action
now and bring our troops home.

———

CLOSE FISA LOOPHOLE

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker and my
colleagues, our Nation faces an in-
creased threat of a terrorist attack,
and yet, Members on both sides of the
aisle are well aware of a problem with
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act. There is a giant loophole that
handcuffs the ability of our Nation and
our intelligence services to gather the
information that would better protect
the American people and our allies
around the world.

Congress has known about this issue
over the last 3 or 4 months, and yet the
majority has refused to bring that
issue to this floor.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
insist that before we leave here for the
August district work period, that Con-
gress deal with FISA modernization
and close this terrorist loophole so we
can better protect the American peo-
ple.

———

PASS TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH
PERU, PANAMA AND COLOMBIA

(Mr. WELLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, trade is important to my home
State of Illinois. One in five manufac-
turing jobs depends on trade; 40 percent
of agricultural products are exported
from Illinois; and I would note, of the
17,000 Illinois companies that are de-
pendent on trade, the vast majority are
small employers.

We have a great opportunity with
some new trade agreements with Peru,
Panama, and Colombia. They are im-
portant both for Illinois jobs as well as
for democratic security in our hemi-
sphere. I would note today for our
friends in Panama, Peru and Colombia,
their products come to the United
States tax free. But when we sell our
products to them, we pay taxes. Our
partners have agreed to eliminate
those taxes and level the playing field.
It is time to honor our commitments
with our trading partners. Unfortu-
nately, some in the Democratic leader-
ship have said they would reject a deal
with our best friend in Latin America,
Colombia, and have told our other
trading partners they just are not wor-
thy of a trade agreement. No wonder so
many in Latin America think the
United States Congress is turning its
back on Latin America. Peru, Panama
and Colombia represent our best allies.
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They are good trade agreements. Let’s
move forward and level the playing
field. Pass these trade agreements.

———

IRAN SANCTIONS ENABLING ACT

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCcHENRY. Mr. Speaker, Iran’s
self-proclaimed ambition to develop
nuclear weapons is a grave threat to
the United States and the world. Imag-
ine the consequences of Iran developing
nuclear weapons. It would destabilize
the Middle East in an unprecedented
fashion, ramp up the threat to our
greatest ally, Israel, and give Islamic
extremists the means to satisfy their
gruesome goal, which is to bring chaos
and death to our Nation and world.

In confronting this perilous threat,
the United States must employ every
element of our national power to stop
the Iranian nuclear weapons program.
The House will take a strong step
today in that direction by passing the
Iran Sanctions Enabling Act, which
discourages investment in Iran’s en-
ergy sector.

Countering the Iranian threat re-
quires a steady, rational assessment of
the world around us. And when a coun-
try led by Islamic extremists vows to
attack our greatest ally and our coun-
try, you better believe we will stand
firm and stare down the enemy.

———

PRO-TRADE AGENDA

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, we
must continue to open markets to en-
courage American companies to inno-
vate and compete with our global coun-
terparts. This grows our economy and
creates jobs.

I am proud to represent a district in
Washington State that integrates our
Nation’s leading technology innovators
with a vibrant and highly productive
small business community. Opening
new global markets gives them the in-
centives to improve their products,
produce more goods, and employ more
American workers.

I have seen these jobs created in
Washington State firsthand, with trade
accounting for one of every three jobs
in the State of Washington. Free trade
agreements with Peru, Colombia, Pan-
ama and South Korea are currently
pending before Congress. We cannot
allow these important agreements to
languish in committee.

I urge my colleagues in the majority
to stop the delays, pass these free trade
agreements and renew trade promotion
authority. Let’s advance the trade
measures needed to grow our economy,
create jobs and improve our relations
with global partners.
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