July 30, 2007

I extend my congratulations to Head
Coach Pat Casey, Athletics Director
Bob De Carolis, President Dr. Edward
Ray, and all of the hardworking play-
ers, the fans, and Oregon State Univer-
sity. I am happy to represent my good
friend and colleague Representative
HOOLEY in recognizing this exceptional
team in all of its accomplishments and
wish all involved continued success.

I ask my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to Congresswoman DARLENE
HOOLEY.

Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Ohio for yielding.

I rise today supporting Resolution
515, congratulating the Oregon State
University Beavers baseball team for
winning the 2007 National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division I College
World Series.

As a representative of Oregon’s Fifth
Congressional District, the home of Or-
egon State University, it is my privi-
lege to offer this resolution on behalf
of my constituents. As a graduate of
Oregon State University, it is with per-
sonal pride that I now speak on its be-
half.

Ours is an institution set in a small
town far removed from the national
stage. Yet for those who have ventured
there, OSU has always been a source of
inspiration. We do not have the tradi-
tion of championships upon which the
better-known programs of the Pacific-
10 Conference have built their reputa-
tions. What we do have is a sense of
self and determination.

Titles have come rarely to our
school. Prior to 2006 only once had a
Beaver team claimed a crown, nearly 50
years having passed since then. And in
that time we have had our successes,
our share of All-Americans or indi-
vidual champions in the Olympic
sports. But such achievements all too
often pass unnoticed. It is the team
sports that register in our national
consciousness. For us, that has been
very elusive.

Our inspiration has not always come
from championships. Our inspiration
has come from the character and deter-
mination of our student athletes. It is
in their perseverance that we have
found the meaning of sport. Corvallis is
a small town, shadowed by clouds and
rain, set in the beautiful Willamette
Valley. It is here these student ath-
letes have quietly studied and trained,
here they have known the same trials
and tribulations as those who have
come from programs lauded on the na-
tional stage, and it is here that genera-
tions have formed a community.

I cannot bring this resolution to the
floor without first mentioning the
community which the 2006 and 2007
NCAA Division I baseball champions
call home. These championships were
won by a single team, but these team
championships were not won for them-
selves. These championships are for the
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community. They are for all the stu-
dent athletes of Oregon State. They are
for the University, for Corvallis. They
are for Oregon. Indeed, they are for
Beaver Nation and the tradition it sup-
ports.

On behalf of the whole of Beaver Na-
tion, on behalf of all the student ath-
letes at Oregon State, I congratulate
and thank the 2006 and 2007 Beaver
baseball team for being an inspiration
to all of us.

Before Coach Pat Casey took the
helm of Beaver baseball, there were
questions about the ability of Corvallis
to draw top baseball talent away from
schools of the Sun Belt. There were
questions, but these questions did not
come from those that knew Oregon
State and Corvallis. Under Coach
Casey’s tutelage, the Beavers have be-
come the latest team to take their
turn at the vanguard of the PAC-10
Conference, ‘“The Conference of Cham-
pions.” The Beavers are the third PAC-
10 team to win consecutive national ti-
tles in baseball. To be sure, the Beavers
have entered into an elite company as
one of only five teams in the history of
Division I baseball to win consecutive
national titles.

The Beavers took their journey, as
we knew they would, by virtue of the
perseverance and the character that is
so indicative of Oregon State. In 2005,
the team entered the College World Se-
ries only to lose their first two games
in the double-elimination tournament.
In 2006, the team entered the College
World Series to lose their first game
and faced elimination in every game
before starting anew in the champion-
ship series, where they won their first
title, two games to one.

After losing seven of nine position
players and the strength of their 2006
pitching staff, the Beavers had a strong
preseason in 2007 but slumped in the
intra-conference competition of the
PAC-10. One of the last teams to be se-
lected for the field of 64 by the com-
mittee, the defending national cham-
pions were unseeded and undaunted.
The Beavers played their way through
the regional tournament and the super
regional tournament to earn a berth in
the College World Series for a third
consecutive year.

Returning to Omaha, this team had
first known loss. This team had faced
elimination before victory. This team
was almost not selected for the tour-
nament. This team won five straight
games against the Nation’s best, won
their second straight title, and now en-
ters the annals of the one of the great
teams in college baseball history.

My colleagues, the Oregon State Bea-
ver baseball team has written a story-
book tale, inspiring all of us. I thank
them for this, and I ask that you join
with me in congratulating the 2007 Or-
egon State Beaver baseball team, your
NCAA Division I collegiate baseball
champions.

I ask my colleagues for their support.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
KuciNicH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 515.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA, IRVINE, FOR WIN-
NING THE 2007 MEN’S
VOLLEYBALL NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 511) congratulating
the men’s volleyball team of the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, for win-
ning the 2007 NCAA Division I Men’s
Volleyball National Championship.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 511

Whereas the men’s volleyball team of the
University of California, Irvine (UC Irvine),
known as the Anteaters, achieved many his-
toric accomplishments during the 2006-2007
season;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team won the school’s first ever National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Divi-
sion I Men’s Volleyball National Champion-
ship;

Whereas Matt Webber, a senior on the UC
Irvine men’s volleyball team, was selected as
the tournament’s most valuable player with
22 kills in the championship match;

Whereas UC Irvine men’s volleyball play-
ers Brian Thornton, Jayson Jablonsky, and
David Smith were named to the All-Tour-
nament Team;

Whereas UC Irvine men’s volleyball coach
John Speraw is only the third coach in his-
tory to win a NCAA volleyball championship
as both a player and as a head coach;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team finished with 29 victories, the most vic-
tories in school history;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team finished with the most wins in the Na-
tion for the 2006-2007 season;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team won the 2007 Mountain Pacific Sports
Federation Men’s Volleyball title;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team had four players selected to the Amer-
ican Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA)
All-America Team, the most by any team in
the Nation;

Whereas middle blocker David Smith
earned first-team accolades on the AVCA
All-America Team;

Whereas Matt Webber, Jayson Jablonsky,
and Brian Thornton earned second-team ac-
colades on the AVCA All-America Team;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team started the season as the preseason fa-
vorite in the CSTV/AVCA Division I Men’s
Coaches Top 15 Poll;

Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team finished first in the CSTV/AVCA Divi-
sion I Men’s Coaches Top 15 Poll, released
May 7, 2007;
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Whereas the UC Irvine men’s volleyball
team accomplished these feats while playing
a difficult schedule in the Mountain Pacific
Sports Federation;

Whereas the title is UC Irvine’s first Divi-
sion I title since 1989; and

Whereas UC Irvine, under the leadership of
Chancellor Michael V. Drake, M.D., has con-
tinued to establish itself as a world-class re-
search university, and as one of the top uni-
versities in the Nation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the men’s volleyball
team of the University of California, Irvine,
and its Chancellor, Michael V. Drake, M.D.,
for winning the 2007 NCAA Division I Men’s
Volleyball National Championship; and

(2) recognizes the achievements of the
players, coaches, students, alumni, and staff
who were instrumental in helping the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, win the national
title.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) and the gentleman
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent for all Members to
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to congratulate the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine, for winning
the NCAA Division I Men’s Volleyball
National Championship.

On May b5, 2007, the University of
California, Irvine, won the 2007 NCAA
Division I National Championship by
defeating Indiana-Purdue University,
Fort Wayne, known as IPFW in Colum-
bus, Ohio. I want to congratulate the
student athletes and coaches on an ex-
cellent season. We all take great pride
in these athletes.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the bill’s sponsor, Mr. CAMP-
BELL of California.

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Delaware for yielding.

I rise today to congratulate the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, men’s
volleyball team for winning the 2007
NCAA Division I Men’s Volleyball Na-
tional Championship, as was men-
tioned, on May 5, 2007. I am very proud
of the Anteater volleyball team, who
won the school’s first men’s volleyball
national championship after finishing
this 2006/2007 season with the most wins
in the Nation.

I would like to especially honor the
leadership of Coach John Speraw and
the talent and effort of each athlete
who performed all season long to win
this championship.
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I am proud today to celebrate the ac-
complishments of this team that rep-
resents a tradition of excellence at the
University of California, Irvine. But,
you know, it is not a very long tradi-
tion of excellence, because the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine, was only es-
tablished in 1965. But already in just
over 40 years, the school has grown ac-
customed to receiving accolades in
both academics and in sports as well.
So I would like to also extend my con-
gratulations to Chancellor Michael
Drake, who is continuing this, albeit
short, but continuing tradition at UCI
of excellence in both sports and in aca-
demic fields, particularly in the fields
of science and technology.

So I urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing this achievement and sup-
porting H. Res. 511.
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Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I also
would like to congratulate the Univer-
sity of California-Irvine for its tremen-
dous victory and dominance in the Di-
vision I Men’s Volleyball National
Championship. And I congratulate the
gentleman from California for his spon-
sorship honoring this team, which did
such an extraordinary job.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
KUCINICH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 511.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD EDU-
CATIONAL AND CULTURAL PRO-
GRAM AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2007

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2707) to reauthorize the Under-
ground Railroad Educational and Cul-
tural Program, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2707

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. UNDERGROUND RAILROAD EDU-
CATIONAL AND CULTURAL PRO-
GRAM.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary
of Education, in consultation and coopera-
tion with the Secretary of the Interior, is au-
thorized to make grants to one or more non-
profit educational organizations that are es-
tablished to research, display, interpret, and
collect artifacts relating to the history of
the Underground Railroad.

(b) GRANT AGREEMENT.—Each nonprofit
educational organization awarded a grant
under this section shall enter into an agree-
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ment with the Secretary of Education. Each
such agreement shall require the organiza-
tion—

(1) to establish a facility to house, display,
and interpret the artifacts related to the his-
tory of the Underground Railroad, and to
make the interpretive efforts available to in-
stitutions of higher education that award a
baccalaureate or graduate degree;

(2) to demonstrate substantial private sup-
port for the facility through the implemen-
tation of a public-private partnership be-
tween a State or local public entity and a
private entity for the support of the facility,
which private entity shall provide matching
funds for the support of the facility in an
amount equal to 4 times the amount of the
contribution of the State or local public en-
tity, except that not more than 20 percent of
the matching funds may be provided by the
Federal Government;

(3) to create an endowment to fund any and
all shortfalls in the costs of the on-going op-
erations of the facility;

(4) to establish a network of satellite cen-
ters throughout the United States to help
disseminate information regarding the Un-
derground Railroad throughout the United
States, if such satellite centers raise 80 per-
cent of the funds required to establish the
satellite centers from non-Federal public and
private sources;

(5) to establish the capability to electroni-
cally link the facility with other local and
regional facilities that have collections and
programs which interpret the history of the
Underground Railroad; and

(6) to submit, for each fiscal year for which
the organization receives funding under this
section, a report to the Secretary of Edu-
cation that contains—

(A) a description of the programs and ac-
tivities supported by the funding;

(B) the audited financial statement of the
organization for the preceding fiscal year;

(C) a plan for the programs and activities
to be supported by the funding as the Sec-
retary may require; and

(D) an evaluation of the programs and ac-
tivities supported by the funding as the Sec-
retary may require.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of
the fiscal years 2008 through 2012.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) and the gentleman
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this important legislation that will
reauthorize a competitive grant pro-
gram administered by the Department
of Education to research, display, in-
terpret and collect artifacts relating to
the history of the Underground Rail-
road.
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