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it is just tough to accommodate
everybody’s interests; but to the extent
we can do so, it is our absolute intent
to do so. And I thank the gentleman.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for his response. I would say that there
clearly will be days in this Congress
when we just simply don’t agree with
the goal that we are trying to achieve
on the two sides of the aisle, but I
think we can find many more days
when we do agree. We are optimistic
about the concept of partnership as op-
posed to partisanship and look forward
to having the bills today for next week
and an extended debate in the future
beyond the debate that we feel we will
be allowed to have next week.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
JANUARY 8, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, January 8,
2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

———

STAFF SERGEANT EDWARD C.
REYNOLDS, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, “To be born
free is an accident, to live free is a
privilege, and to die free is a responsi-
bility.” Powerful words spoken by
Brigadier General James Sehorn that
are embedded into the minds of our
valiant soldiers protecting nations
from a cowardly enemy that burrows
beneath the Iraqi desert sands, those
individuals that seek to annihilate our
freedoms that all people should have.

The American soldier believes in
freedom more than any other indi-
vidual on Earth because they witness
the inhumanity of tyranny. They see it
in the fierce trenches of battle. Our sol-
diers secure life and liberty, and they
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give it to those folks in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Edward
Charles Reynolds, Jr. was one of these
soldiers. He was an 8-year Army vet-
eran. Staff Sergeant Reynolds had been
stationed among the terrorist Iraqi in-
surgents, fighting against them to en-
sure a free nation of Iraq.

He is a native of Port Arthur, Texas,
and he was a 1997 graduate of Thomas
Jefferson High School, where he was a
star tight-end and middle linebacker
on the football team. As a Texan, Staff
Sergeant Reynolds spent fall football
seasons cheering for one of the greatest
teams in college football, the Univer-
sity of Texas Longhorns. Those who
knew him knew a man who took care
of others, whether it be his family, his
friends, or his country. Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was their protector.

Family was the most important
thing to Staff Sergeant Reynolds. He
was a devoted father to his children,
two daughters and a son. He was dedi-
cated to his fiancee. He was the guard-
ian of his older sister. Friends knew
him as the man that kept them out of
trouble, pushing them to succeed in
life. And his country knew him as a de-
fender of our freedoms.

In December 2005, Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was deployed to Iraq, worlds
away, but he remained a constant pres-
ence in the life of his family and all of
his friends. He sent out cards and let-
ters, constantly reminding his fiancee
of their New Year’s Eve wedding date.
During the next 10 months, assigned to
the U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 67th
Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 4th In-
fantry Division, Staff Sergeant Rey-
nolds dodged bullets, IEDs, and Iraqi
outlaws throughout the Baghdad
desert.

But on September 26, less than 2
months from coming home to Texas,
Staff Sergeant Reynolds and a fellow
soldier were crossing a Baghdad bridge
in a military convoy when that bridge
collapsed, plunging their vehicle under-
water, trapping both soldiers inside. 27-
year-old Staff Sergeant Reynolds and
his colleague were killed in action, be-
coming victims in the struggle for
Iraqi freedom.

A decorated soldier, Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was the recipient of the Com-
bat Infantry Badge, the Kosovo Cam-
paign Medal. He was also awarded the
Iraqi Combat Campaign Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the Bronze
Star. He was a lifelong member of the
Borden Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church. And like his mother and fa-
ther, Staff Sergeant Reynolds had a de-
vout faith in his Almighty God, believ-
ing that everything he was given was a
gift by Him.

On October 7, the Borden Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Beaumont,
Texas, and the Reverend Airon Rey-
nolds, Jr., gave this brave soldier a
hero’s memorial and homecoming.
Family and friends were not the only
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ones who memorialized and honored
Staff Sergeant Reynolds. The Patriot
Guard Riders and the Southeast Texas
Veterans Service thanked him for his
valor. More than 200 Patriot Guard
Riders, with flags of tribute raised,
stood in honor of Staff Sergeant Rey-
nolds, the son of Texas, an American
soldier, as he reached his eternal rest-
ing place.

Mr. Speaker, I have a photograph of
Sergeant Reynolds, the way that he
was when he was protecting freedom
across the desert sands of Iraq. Amer-
ican citizens are born into the privilege
of freedom, and we must remember
that the sacrifice given by Staff Ser-
geant Reynolds and all American war-
riors is responsible for the continu-
ation of this great Nation.

Staff Sergeant Reynolds chose to
protect the freedom that he was born
into from the violent militants robbing
nations of life and liberty. So God bless
Staff Sergeant Reynolds and his fam-
ily.

In the words of George Orwell: “We
sleep safely in our beds because rough
men stand ready in the night to visit
violence on those who would do us
harm.”

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RUT-
GERS SCARLET KNIGHTS FOOT-
BALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I am
very happy to say that my colleague
from New Jersey, Mr. ANDREWS, is the
Speaker this afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor this
afternoon to congratulate the Rutgers
Scarlet Knights on their recent victory
over Kansas State in the Texas Bowl.
Last Thursday the Scarlet Knights
cruised to a 37-10 victory over the Kan-
sas State Wildcats, capping their mem-
orable season with the first bowl win in
school history.

Running back Ray Rice led the win-
ning effort with 170 yards rushing and a
touchdown. Wide receiver Tim Brown
scored two touchdowns, which, com-
bined with Rutgers’ stifling defense,
was more than enough to put away
Kansas State. The defense held Kansas
State under 200 total yards and did not
allow an offensive touchdown.

Coach Greg Schiano led his team to
an 11-win season this year for only the
second time in Rutgers’ history. In his
five short years since becoming head
coach at Rutgers, Coach Schiano has
turned the program around from a 2-9
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record in the basement of the Big East
to an elite football program near the
top of the BCS standings. And Coach
Schiano has received national recogni-
tion as the coach of the year, as well as
Big East honors as coach of the year.

Mr. Speaker, also deserving of rec-
ognition are university president Rich-
ard McCormick and Rutgers athletic
director Bob Mulcahy. During their
tenure, Rutgers athletics, particularly
the football program, has reached a
high standard athletically and aca-
demically. The American Football
Coaches Association has recognized
Rutgers football for a high level of aca-
demic achievement among student ath-
letes. Additionally, Rutgers student
athletes have played a large role in the
community by becoming involved with
toy drives, hospital visits, and blood
drives.

Mr. Speaker, the hard work, dedica-
tion, and teamwork exhibited by the
Rutgers football program embodies the
highest traditions of scholar athletes
and serves as an inspiration to all New
Jerseyans.

And once again I would like to con-
gratulate the entire Rutgers athletic
program and the university as a whole
for this remarkable achievement. I
look forward to cheering them to even
greater success in the future ‘‘in that
noisy college town on the banks of the
old Raritan.”

————

THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, Saddam
Hussein is dead. So are 3,000 Ameri-
cans. The regime in Iraq has been
changed; yet victory will not be de-
clared. Not only does the war go on; it
is about to escalate. Obviously, the
turmoil in Iraq is worse than ever and
most Americans no longer are willing
to tolerate the costs, both human and
economic, associated with this war.

We have been in Iraq for 45 months.
Many more Americans have been killed
in Iraq than were killed in the first 45
months in Vietnam. I was in the U.S.
Air Force in 1965, and I remember well
when President Johnson announced a
troop surge in Vietnam to hasten vic-
tory. That war went on for another
decade. And by the time we finally fin-
ished that war and got out, 60,000
Americans had died. We obviously
should have gotten out 10 years sooner.
Troop surge then meant serious esca-
lation.

The election is over and Americans
have spoken: enough is enough. They
want the war ended and our troops
brought home. But the opposite is like-
ly to occur. With bipartisan support,
up to 50,000 troops may well be sent.
The goal no longer is to win. Now it is
simply to secure Baghdad. So much has
been spent with so little to show for it.

Who possibly benefits from esca-
lating chaos in Iraq? Neoconservatives
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unabashedly have written about how
chaos presents opportunities for pro-
moting their goals. Certainly Osama
bin Laden has benefited from the tur-
moil in Iraq, as have Iranian Shiites
who are now in a better position to
take control of southern Iraq.

Yes, Saddam Hussein is dead, and
only Sunnis mourn. The Shiites and
Kurds celebrate his death, as do the
Iranians and especially bin Laden, all
enemies of Saddam Hussein. We have
performed a tremendous service for
both bin Laden and Ahmadinejad, and
it will cost us plenty. The violent reac-
tion to our complicity in the execution
of Saddam Hussein is yet to come.

Three thousand American military
personnel are dead. More than 22,000
are wounded, and tens of thousands
will be psychologically traumatized by
their tours of duty in Iraq. Little con-
cern is given to the hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqi civilians Kkilled in this
war. We have spent $400 billion so far
with no end in sight. This money we do
not have. It is all borrowed from coun-
tries like China that increasingly suc-
ceed in the global economy while we
drain wealth from our citizens through
heavy taxation and insidious inflation.
Our manufacturing base is now nearly
extinct. Where the additional U.S.
troops in Iraq will come from is any-
body’s guess, but surely they won’t be
redeployed from Japan, Korea, or Eu-
rope.

We at least must pretend that our
bankrupt empire is intact, but then
again, the Soviet empire appeared in-
tact in 1988. Some Members of Congress
intent on equitably distributing the
suffering among all Americans want to
bring back the draft. Administration
officials vehemently deny making any
concrete plans for a draft.

But why should we believe this? Look
what happened when so many believed
the reasons given for our preemptive
invasion of Iraq. Selective Service offi-
cials admit running a check of their
list of available young men. If the draft
is reinstated, we probably will include
young women as well to serve the God
of equality. Conscription is slavery,
plain and simple, and it was made ille-
gal under the 13th amendment, which
prohibits involuntary servitude. One
may well be killed as a military draft-
ee, which makes conscription a very
dangerous kind of enslavement.

Instead of testing the efficacy of the
Selective Service System and sending
more troops off to a war that we are
losing, we ought to revive our love of
liberty. We should repeal the Selective
Service Act. A free society should
never depend on compulsory conscrip-
tion to defend itself.

We get into trouble by not following
the precepts of liberty or obeying the
rule of law. Preemptive, undeclared
wars fought under false pretenses are a
road to disaster. If a full declaration of
war by Congress had been demanded as
the Constitution requires, this war
never would have been fought.

If we did not create credit out of thin
air, as the Constitution prohibits, we
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never would have convinced taxpayers
to support this war directly by in-
creased taxation. How long this finan-
cial charade can go on is difficult to
judge, but when the end comes, it will
not go unnoticed by any American.

————
[ 1400

THE MANDATE TO BRING THE
TROOPS HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WOOLSEY) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day all of my colleagues and I took the
oath of office as a Member of this great
House of Representatives, swearing to
support and to defend the Constitution
of the United States of America. I take
this responsibility very seriously.

I take my responsibility to my con-
stituents very seriously, and some-
times that means standing up to the
executive branch when I believe it is in
error, when it has gone too far or is
openly ignoring the wishes of the peo-
ple of America. This is what our found-
ing fathers expected of the Congress,
and, quite frankly, this is what the
American people expect from the Con-
gress.

Today I stand here and give my 174th
5-minute special order speech calling
for an end to this misguided occupation
in Iraq and calling on the President
and all of my colleagues to support our
troops by bringing them home. Al-
ready, over 3,000 American troops have
been killed in Iraq, at least 44,000 have
been wounded. Reports indicate that
anywhere from 40,000 to 100,000 Iraaqis,
it is probably more, have lost their
lives.

How many more families must
grieve? How many more children must
be orphaned? How many?

The voters sent a clear message on
November 7 that Congress must stand
up and say no more. The Iraq Study
Group also sent a message. I was clear
that the situation in Iraq is grave and
deteriorating. Even President Bush fi-
nally admitted last month that we are,
and he said, we are not winning in Iraq,
although he also said we are not losing.

Enough Washington double-speak. It
is time for action. How about a plan for
the future of Iraq from President Bush?
We have already spent nearly $400 bil-
lion on this occupation, and yet he is
asking for $127 billion more. We al-
ready have 130,000 troops on the
ground, and now we hear that he wants
to send even more. He is calling it a
surge. Let us be honest here, sending in
more troops to clean up the mess the
President has already made is an esca-
lation. Enough is enough. No more
fuzzy math, no more sloganeering, no
more troops dying, no more.

Soon I will introduce a comprehen-
sive package to bring our troops home
while supporting Iraqi sovereignty. I
urge my colleagues, please work with
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