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which makes great strides in improv-
ing our Nation’s health care system. 

It chills the conscience to think that 
approximately 9 million children are 
currently without health insurance. An 
estimated 18,000 Americans died last 
year because they did not have access 
to health care, many of them sadly 
were children. 

There can be no justice until all of 
our children, our most valuable re-
source, are granted access to the most 
technologically advanced system in the 
world. 

Individuals travel from every corner 
of the globe to access our high-quality 
health care. Yet, we cannot seem to 
provide care to the individuals in our 
own backyard. 

The CHAMP Act would begin to 
begin to change that injustice, com-
mitting $50 billion to reauthorize and 
improve the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, our Nation’s 
health care safety net for low-income, 
uninsured children. 

The Act does not expand the SCHIP 
benefit to wealthy children or adults, 
as some would argue. It merely pro-
vides benefits to the same low-income 
children who we originally intended to 
cover. 

Most of the 9 million children who 
are currently uninsured are eligible for 
Medicaid or SCHIP, but do not receive 
the benefits because of enrollment bar-
riers and underfunding. 

The CHAMP Act will lift the barriers 
and raise the funding so we can get our 
children the care they so desperately 
need. 

It is with great enthusiasm that I 
support this landmark legislation. I am 
pleased that my colleagues have been 
able to rise above the political rhetoric 
to develop legislation that will have a 
significant impact for our Nation’s 
most vulnerable children. I am also 
pleased that my chairman shares my 
commitment to improving children’s 
access to dental care. The chairman 
recognizes, as I do, that oral health is 
an overall component of overall health, 
and we cannot afford to ignore the den-
tal health needs of our children. 

I applaud efforts to include a dental 
benefits package and dental quality as-
surance methods in the CHAMP Act. I 
also want to thank the chairman and 
of my fellow colleagues from Maryland, 
including Congressman Albert Wynn, 
for their support of two initiatives that 
I had promoted to increase children’s 
access to dental care under this legisla-
tion. 

The first would allow federally quali-
fied health centers to contract with 
private-practice dentists, significantly 
enhancing our Nation’s dental safety 
net. The second one requires the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to provide educational materials to 
new mothers on the importance of oral 
health and the services available to 
their children, with the goal of stop-
ping dental disease before it even 
starts. Both initiatives will cost little 
or nothing, while yielding excellent re-
sults for our children. 

Congressman WYNN and I know the 
importance of protecting our children 
from dental disease. It was a short 5 
months ago that a 12-year-old Mary-
land boy died when an untreated tooth 
infection spread to his brain. Forty 
dollars worth of dental care might have 
saved his life, but he never got that op-
portunity. 

As I have said before, Deamonte 
Driver’s case was rare and extreme, but 
he was by no means alone in his suf-
fering. Dental disease is the single 
most common chronic disease in this 
country, and it is preventable. 

Finally, all it takes on our part is 
the will to protect our children. I am 
pleased that so many Members of Con-
gress have demonstrated this will, and 
I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port the vitally important CHAMP 
Act. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALTMIRE). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

FIGHTING CRIME AND HELPING 
WOMEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-Lee of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today we have had under con-
sideration the Commerce, Justice and 
Science appropriations legislation, 
which has a far-reaching impact on a 
number of issues that America and 
Americans are facing today. All over 
America we have seen statistics for 
crime going up, major cities being im-
pacted, and particularly seeing the 
numbers of law enforcement officers 
stretched to the ultimate. In fact, in 
my own City of Houston, big billboards 
say, Dallas, bonus for police officers 
who will relocate to Dallas. 

At the same time, Houston is seeing 
a sizeable drop in the law enforcement 
officers that are able to patrol the 
street, losing almost 1,000 to 1,200. 
More funding is needed. That is why I 
applaud today the increased funding 
and the refunding for Community Ori-
ented Policing Services, $725 million, 
$693 million over the President’s re-
quest and $183 million above 2007. 

Frankly, we had eliminated, under 
this administration and the past Con-
gress, the Community Oriented Polic-
ing process. I know it firsthand, be-

cause our former chief of police and 
former mayor of the City of Houston 
could be considered the father of com-
munity-oriented policing; that is chief, 
former mayor, Lee P. Brown. We saw 
the results of such a program when po-
lice persons knew the neighborhood; 
they knew the good guys and the bad 
guys. 

It was a mistake, a wrong-headed 
mistake, for this administration to 
drastically cut the cops-on-the-beat 
program. It works. It works for ham-
lets in rural areas. It works for big cit-
ies and middle-sized cities and small 
cities. I am glad this bill focuses on re-
storing to the American public the law 
enforcement it needs. I hope as we 
move to the other body and build this 
bill, that the President will sign in-
creased funding for more officers who 
know the community and can enforce 
the law. 

We need to bring the crime statistics 
down and help to save lives. Hijacking 
and carjacking of cars, busting into 
homes, drug running is taking over our 
communities because of the lack of law 
enforcement that know the community 
and are able to be trusted by the com-
munity. 

Let me also note the fact that we 
have funded, in addition to the amend-
ments passed today, the Women 
Against Violence Act and the Office of 
Violence Against Women Act. I was 
very pleased, as a member of the Judi-
ciary Committee, to be one of those 
who helped reauthorize the VAWA Act, 
which now is being funded over these 
years. 

It is crucial that, in addition to pro-
viding for a Violence Against Women 
program to the United States, that we 
also include protecting immigrant 
women who sometimes are left des-
titute because their immigrant hus-
band is abusing them, and they then 
become unstatus because the husband 
has left them. This is a very important 
program as well. 

Let me cite the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
$400 million, $62 million above 2007. It 
speaks to some of the crises that we 
are facing in the juvenile justice sys-
tem. It is a wrong-headed system, more 
incarceration than rehabilitation. We 
need to direct these funds to do more 
rehabilitation and to be able to steer 
our children in the right direction. 

It is more than important as well, as 
we fund the Federal Bureau of Prisons, 
that we study the question of the early 
release program for nonviolent pris-
oners. I hope to offer such an amend-
ment. Our prisons are overcrowded. We 
have the largest number of incarcer-
ated persons, but it is well known that 
because of the mandatory sentencing, 
we have individuals who are, in fact, 
incarcerated who can be released. Let 
us find a pathway to studying the early 
release of prisoners in the Federal sys-
tem, and I am looking forward to put-
ting such an amendment forward. 

As a strong proponent of the Na-
tional Foundation for Science, science 
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research, aeronautics, space explo-
ration, under the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, I thank the 
chairman, Chairman MOLLOHAN, for 
funding those programs in a balanced 
manner. It may not be all that we 
want, but I am very glad to see explo-
ration of $3.9 billion, $467 million over 
2007 and the same as the President’s re-
quest, has been funded. 

Let me say that one of the issues 
that should be included, however, if we 
go to space, we need to be safe. My leg-
islation dealing with the international 
space station and a safety commission 
needs to be reemphasized, and I will 
have an amendment to that extent. 

Might I also say that it is very im-
portant, as we look at a number of 
issues around America, including law 
enforcement, that we provide inter-
operable equipment for our workers 
who are dealing with the public. 

In Houston it is a tragedy that the 
bus workers that work for the metro 
system don’t have communication de-
vices that they drive the buses around 
our city. I am hoping to offer an 
amendment that will emphasize that. 

This is important legislation that we 
are moving forward, including support 
for the legal services. I look forward to 
debating this bill and supporting it as 
we help America and help the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for half 
the time remaining until midnight as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s an honor to come before the House 
once again. I think it’s very important 
to know that we have half a week and 
next week to complete the people’s 
business. We have a lot that we are 
working on right now in the United 
States, also; legislation to redeploy our 
troops in Iraq, passing a farm bill that 
would help America move forward, to 
continue to have legislation that has 
already passed this House in the Six in 
’06 plan that we put forth in the first 
100 hours of this Congress, getting it 
through the process. We celebrate this 
week, just yesterday, I believe, the in-

crease that started with the minimum 
wage across the country. Americans 
have a lot to be proud of with this new 
direction of Congress. 

As you know, in any democracy, it 
has to be a bipartisan spirit to get the 
job done on behalf of the American peo-
ple. We are trying to do that in the 
best way possible. 

Our friends on the other side of the 
aisle, on the Republican side of the 
aisle, in many cases are stutter-step-
ping and slowing down the process, but 
it’s very, very important that their 
voice is heard in this Chamber. I think 
the days upon days and the hundreds of 
amendments that have been offered 
here on the floor and that have been 
voted on is evident of how this Demo-
cratically controlled House has allowed 
the minority party to be able to have 
access that only they could celebrate 
in the 110th Congress, which we weren’t 
able to celebrate under the 109th Con-
gress. 

I also want to point out the fact that 
we have passed over 40-something 
major legislation where we have had 
bipartisan support, and I think that’s 
important. 

One issue I want to talk about to-
night, since our time is limited, of the 
amount of dollars that we are spending 
in Iraq as we continue to try to rede-
ploy our troops. We know the Sep-
tember 15 date is coming up, the second 
report of progress, or a lack thereof, in 
Iraq will be due. Members of the House 
are going to have to vote on the de-
fense appropriations bill shortly there-
after that will set the tone for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year. 

As you know, we passed off this floor 
on a bipartisan vote continuing an 
emergency supplemental that would 
allow 31⁄2 months of funding for the war 
in Iraq with MRAP tanks and other 
equipment that the troops needed. 

I think Members had voted in the af-
firmative, Members had voted against 
it, both were courageous votes. I think 
it’s time to move in a direction of pol-
icy. No permanent bases, I understand, 
will be coming up on the floor. We also 
have other legislation calling for the 
withdrawal of U.S. troops by a certain 
date. I think that’s also important and 
very courageous. I think the debate 
that is going on in the Senate and the 
House, led by Democrats, are going to 
help us as we move towards the Sep-
tember 15 date. 

As you know, and the Members know, 
I speak quite often on leaving politics 
behind and putting good policy for-
ward, making sure that we don’t act as 
Democrats and Republicans politically, 
I will say that again, rather than rep-
resenting the American people. The 
American people are way ahead of us 
on this issue of Iraq. 

I think it’s important as we continue 
to share the information as we get in. 
This came from the Congressional Re-
search Service. The cost of the war in 
Iraq is rising per year. You see the 
number in the billions, $120 billion per 
year, per month; $10 billion per week. 

We are looking at looking at $2.3 bil-
lion a day. We are looking at $329,000, 
we are looking at, per hour, as you see 
it relates per hour; the $13 million. I 
think it’s important to look at per 
minute, $228,938 that’s there in the 
thousands, and then we have $3,816 per 
second. I think it’s important. 

I think it’s also important we look at 
those numbers, the cost per year, we 
look at the billions. We are looking at 
$120 billion per year. That can actually 
pay for 4.7 million EMTs and para-
medics. When you look at it for a 
monthly cost at $10 billion, which we 
are spending in Iraq, you can actually 
provide EMTs or paramedics for your 
local community or for the Nation, 
395,000. 

When you look at the per-week cost, 
$2.3 billion, 91,000 EMTs and para-
medics could be provided for local cit-
ies and counties and parishes; per day, 
at $329 million, 13,000; and per hour, 
$13.7 million that’s spent that could ac-
tually fund 543 new EMTs. I think it’s 
important, especially for those cities 
that are struggling and those counties 
that are struggling and States that are 
struggling on this very issue of how 
they are going to provide emergency 
service in their local community. 

If you look at the cost of the war, 
could enroll more kids in Head Start. I 
think it’s important for us to look at 
the $120 billion, 16.7 million kids can go 
into Head Start; per month at $10 bil-
lion, 1.7 million kids could go into 
Head Start; per week, $2.3 billion that’s 
being spent in Iraq, 320,000 kids could 
actually be enrolled in Head Start 
where we have a shortage of funding 
and every kid can’t receive Head Start 
opportunities where kids can start 
early and be healthy, and parents can 
have kids that will be prosperous edu-
cationally. 

b 2330 
Per day, look at $329 million; 46,000 

kids could benefit. And the per-hour 
cost that we are spending in Iraq at 
13.7, 2,000 kids could be enrolled in the 
Head Start program. 

As we start talking about health care 
insurance for children, I am just look-
ing at these numbers as a member of 
the Ways and Means Committee and I 
am just thinking of how many kids we 
can actually do good things for and 
Americans. We just pulled a few of 
these things. 

The cost of Iraq could send more 
Americans to college. You know the 
numbers by now. As you know, this is 
the year number at $120 billion, and the 
per-month is $10 billion, the per-week 
is $2.3 billion, per-day is $329 million, 
and per-hour at $13.7 million. 

But look at this side, on the far side 
here, Mr. Speaker and Members, the 
numbers of students that could be 
helped: 21 million students in the one 
year that we spend there. So this 
means 21 million young people would 
have an opportunity to go to college, 
that is amazing, for what we are spend-
ing in Iraq right now; 1.7 million stu-
dents per month can receive an edu-
cation in the United States and make 
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