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women in uniform and their families
who have sacrificed so much for our
country. We thank them, we honor
them, and we think they deserve better
than no plan for a redeployment of
troops out of Iraq.

We have lost 4 years that could have
been spent bolstering Homeland Secu-
rity, strengthening counterterrorism
efforts, and focusing all of the re-
sources at our disposal on combating
the terrorist threat. Today’s vote can
again make clear to the President, and
to the administration, to the American
people, to the people in the Middle
East, to the people in Iraq that the
American people are opposed to a per-
manent military presence in Iraq.

The American people are demanding
a new direction. The Democratic Con-
gress will go on record every day, if
necessary, to register a judgment in
opposition to the course of action that
the President is taking in Iraq. The
Democratic Congress will go on record
every day, if necessary, to fight for a
redeployment of our forces as a central
element of a new direction strategy for
Iraq.

I urge my colleagues to vote in over-
whelming numbers for this important
legislation.

Again, I thank our colleagues, Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE, Congress-
woman LYNN WOOLSEY, Congressman
ToM ALLEN, Congresswoman MAXINE
WATERS, and Congressman DAVID PRICE
and all the others who played such an
important role in bringing this legisla-
tion to the floor.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of the H.R. 2929,
which | voted for, and which overwhelmingly
passed the House of Representatives. This
common-sense legislation limits the use of
funds to establish any military installation or
base for the purpose of providing for the per-
manent stationing of United States Armed
Forces in Iraq or to exercise United States
economic control over the oil resources of
Iraq.

In December 20086, the bipartisan Irag Study
Group released its recommendations for U.S.
policy in Iraq. Included in those recommenda-
tions were two important provisions—the first
advises the President against seeking perma-
nent military bases in Iraq and the second en-
courages the Iragi Government to take control
of their own oil resources.

Accordingly, H.R. 2929 solidifies those rec-
ommendations and sends a very clear mes-
sage to the Iraqi people that the United States
is not an occupying force. The perception that
the United States plans to keep a permanent
military presence in Iraq and use its oil re-
sources has only fueled the insurgency and vi-
olence against our troops. That has been ex-
acerbated by President Bush’s recent com-
ments that our military presence in Iraq could
extend 50 years into the future. In response,
this legislation puts Congress on record op-
posing any permanent bases or attempts to
control Irag’s oil revenues and helps take the
target off our troops’ backs.

Mr. Speaker, | oppose this war. | believe it
is long past time to bring our troops home and
end our involvement in this civil war. Although
our withdrawal from Iraq will not happen to-
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morrow, this legislation is one way we can
help put an end to our involvement today.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to thank the distinguished Con-
gresswoman from California, BARBARA LEE for
her work on H.R. 2929, which bans permanent
military bases from being established in Iraq.
She has long been a voice on ending the war
in Iraq and | commend her and the work of
Congresswoman MAXINE WATERS and Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY for their fortitude
on this issue. | would also like to recognize
Congressman TOM ALLEN and Congressman
DAvID PRICE for their commitment and con-
tributions to the bill.

In-line with the Iraq Study Group report, this
bill would prohibit the establishment of perma-
nent U.S. military bases. It would also prohibit
the United States from exercising control over
Iraqi oil resources. This bill signals a larger
issue and bigger picture—our presence in Iraq
is not permanent. Let it be clear to the Bush
Administration and the Iraqgi people that this
Congress will not support an open-ended mili-
tary occupation in Iraq.

The American people have spoken. The
American Congress has acted. If necessary,
we will go on the record everyday until we
bring the troops home—we owe it to them and
their families. | am proud to support this bill
and | urge my colleagues to join me.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
this bill.

This week, the White House announced that
it foresees American troops in Iraq into at
least 2009, and the President has even gone
so far as to suggest that our presence in Iraq
may evolve to look like our presence in South
Korea. We've had troops stationed in South
Korea—on permanent bases—for over 50
years. This resolution says clearly to the
President and the people of Iraq that we will
not turn our temporary presence in Iraq into a
permanent one. The Congress should take
whatever additional measures are necessary
to ensure that no funds are expended for the
construction of permanent bases in that coun-
try, and to that end | urge my colleagues to
vote for this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TIERNEY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2929.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

—————

SECOND HIGHER EDUCATION
EXTENSION ACT of 2007

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1868) to temporarily ex-
tend the programs under the Higher
Education Act of 1965, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.
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The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 1868

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Second
Higher Education Extension Act of 2007"’.
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.

Section 2(a) of the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-81; 20
U.S.C. 1001 note) is amended by striking
“July 31, 2007’ and inserting ‘‘October 31,
2007,

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act, or in the Higher Edu-
cation Extension Act of 2005 as amended by
this Act, shall be construed to limit or oth-
erwise alter the authorizations of appropria-
tions for, or the durations of, programs con-
tained in the amendments made by the High-
er Education Reconciliation Act of 2005 (Pub-
lic Law 109-171) to the provisions of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 and the Tax-
payer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAPPS). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KUHL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, 1
request 5 legislative days during which
Members may insert materials rel-
evant to S. 1868 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, I
rise in strong support of S. 1868, a bill
to extend the Higher Education Act
through October 31, 2007.

This bill is very straightforward. It
simply extends the current programs
authorized under the Higher Education
Act until October 31, 2007, giving us the
time to fully consider and complete the
reauthorization before us in the 110th
Congress.

We are making progress. We have
passed a historic investment in student
financial aid in the College Cost Reduc-
tion Act. We have also laid the ground-
work to reauthorize the other core
higher education programs, including
teacher preparation, developing and
strengthening institutions, college
readiness and outreach programs, in-
cluding international education, grad-
uate education and others. We put out
a call for recommendations and re-
ceived over 85 responses from individ-
uals, organizations, and coalitions
from across the Nation. We hear them
loud and clear.

I am looking forward to working
with all of my colleagues in the House
to produce a strong reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act that will
earn broad support.
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I would like to thank Congressman
MCcKEON, ranking member of the full
committee, and Congressman RIC KEL-
LER, ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Higher Education, Life-
long Learning and Competitiveness, as
well as our chairman, GEORGE MILLER,
for working together with me to expe-
dite this extension.

I respectfully urge all my colleagues
to pass this legislation overwhelm-
ingly.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KUHL of New York. Madam
Speaker, for the last several years my
colleagues on the Education and Labor
Committee have worked to renew, and
indeed improve, the Higher Education
Act.

Last Congress, we passed H.R. 609,
the College Access and Opportunity
Act, which made important reforms to
the Pell Grant program, the Perkins
loan program, and provided more ac-
countability in the area of college
costs. Unfortunately, the Senate was
not able to act, and the legislation
died.
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This Congress, the House has passed
the reforms to address some of the
problems that have arisen in the stu-
dent loan industry and has passed leg-
islation that made changes to the man-
datory spending programs under the
Higher Education Act through the rec-
onciliation process. As of yesterday,
the Senate has passed both the rec-
onciliation bill and the Higher Edu-
cation Act reauthorization bill.

The latest extension of the Higher
Education Act expires on July 31, 2007.
Today, we are passing another exten-
sion through October 31, 2007. It is my
hope that the House will soon renew
the remaining Higher Education Act,
but in the meantime Congress must
once again act to extend this bill,
which we have done so previously on
several occasions with bipartisan sup-
port. So today I rise in support of legis-
lation to do so once again.

S. 1868, the second Higher Education
Act of 2007, will ensure that vital Fed-
eral college access and student aid pro-
grams continue, I repeat continue, to
serve those students who depend upon
them. This legislation extends the
Higher Education Act for a brief time,
just 3 months. At the same time, S.
1868 also gives Congress additional
time to complete a review of the re-
maining higher education programs as
well.

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill before us
today and work with us in the coming
months to complete a fundamental re-
form package so that we can better
serve the American students pursuing
a college education.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, 1
want to thank Congressman KUHL from
New York for his positive remarks on
S. 1868, and together we are going to
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ask that our colleagues join us and
pass this legislation overwhelmingly.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
HINOJOSA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1868.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3093, COMMERCE, JUS-
TICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 562 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 562

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3093) making
appropriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During con-
sideration of the bill for amendment, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises
and reports the bill back to the House with
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 3093 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.

SEC. 3. The chairman of the Committee on
Appropriations is authorized, on behalf of
the Committee, to file a supplemental report
to accompany H.R. 3093.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). The gentleman from New
York (Mr. ARCURI) is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. ARCURI. For purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
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to the gentleman from Washington
(Mr. HASTINGS). All time yielded during
consideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ARCURI. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and
extend their remarks and insert extra-
neous materials into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Resolution 562 provides an
open rule for consideration of H.R. 3093,
the Departments of Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act of 2008.

I want to thank the distinguished
chairman of the committee and rank-
ing member for reporting out a bill
that not only does not pay lip service
but makes critical investment in our
Nation’s communities.

The bill provides $726 million for
Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices, more commonly known as the
COPS program, 25 percent above the
current funding level. As a former pros-
ecutor, I know how vitally important
these programs are in assisting local
law enforcement to hire and train law
enforcement officers to participate in
community policing, purchase and de-
ploy new crime fighting technologies,
and develop and test new and innova-
tive policing strategies.

The administration had proposed to
modify the COPS program into a new
discretionary grant program, but the
committee has chosen instead to keep
COPS as a separate dedicated grant
program. This is a proven model for
getting these grants to the commu-
nities that need them, and I applaud
the committee for preserving this pro-
gram.

The bill includes $303 million for Eco-
nomic Development Administration,
the EDA. The EDA administers several
economic development programs in-
cluding public work grants for upgrad-
ing infrastructure, planning, and trade
adjustment assistance for communities
that bear the burden of jobs outsourced
to other countries.

Additionally, the legislation would
direct the EDA to consider with favor-
able bias grant proposals which incor-
porate green technologies and strate-
gies that would reduce energy con-
sumption, reduce harmful gas emis-
sions, and contribute to sustainability.

The bill provides $50 million, 52 per-
cent more than the current funding, for
the Weed and Seed program. The Weed
and Seed program helps localities de-
velop programs to weed out and deter
crime, and then take the all-important
step that is so often left out of seeding
the formerly high crime areas with
programs to promote neighborhood re-
vitalization. The funds will be used to
carry out this mission in cities, such as
my home in Utica, New York, and
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