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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COHEN). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 24, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE 
COHEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in 
no event shall debate extend beyond 
9:50 a.m. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mrs. DAVIS of California) at 
10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Galen E. Hahn, Evangelical 
United Church of Christ, Portsmouth, 
Ohio, offered the following prayer: 

Laus Deo. Praise be to God. Our 
elected Representatives, O God, work 
diligently on this day to represent the 
interests and the needs of the many 
peoples of this land. Holding a people 
together as one has been a challenge to 
former leaders of this land. 

May our congressional leaders be 
guided throughout their many efforts 
this day by the words of Washington’s 
prayer that we all be disposed to do 
justice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before You, O God. 

Saving grace, we know, is not simply 
a personal attainment apart from com-
munity responsibility. It is also com-
munity accomplishment expressed in 
thankfulness to the Source from which 
it comes. 

Bless our leaders this day with 
thankfulness in their hearts. May their 
lives and their leadership give praise to 
You, O God. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DUNCAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 1856. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to make technical corrections 
to the new border tunnels and passages of-
fense. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND GALEN 
HAHN 

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize my friend Rev-
erend Galen Hahn, who is serving as 
guest chaplain for the House of Rep-
resentatives today. 

Reverend Hahn is the pastor of the 
Evangelical United Church of Christ, 
located in my district in Portsmouth, 
Ohio. Reverend Galen Hahn graduated 
from Frederick High School in Mary-
land. As a high school student, Rev-
erend Hahn led youth in contributing 
to the building of the President John 
F. Kennedy Library and served as an 
usher on the Presidential Reviewing 
Stand of Lyndon B. Johnson. After 
high school Reverend Hahn went on to 
graduate from Yale Divinity School in 
Connecticut and was ordained a min-
ister in the United Church of Christ. 

Reverend Hahn has pastored through-
out the country. He has offered or-
dained Christian service to the Mora-
vian Church and the United Methodist 
Church in North Carolina and started a 
Montessori preschool in Illinois, which 
continues to this day. He has led scouts 
in worship on the battlefields of 
Monocacy, Antietam, and Gettysburg, 
and has held a memorial service at the 
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grave site of President George Wash-
ington. 

Galen’s wife Sandy has led worship at 
Camp David for President and Mrs. 
George Herbert Walker Bush. Today 
Galen and Sandy are celebrating their 
36th wedding anniversary as well as 
their oldest daughter Whitney’s 30th 
birthday. 

Reverend Hahn has invested his life’s 
energy in service to God and country 
and the oneness of these two entities. 

Madam Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in welcoming Rev-
erend Galen Hahn to the House of Rep-
resentatives as our guest chaplain. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will remind the House that on 
July 24, 1998, at 3:40 p.m., Officer Jacob 
J. Chestnut and Detective John M. Gib-
son of the United States Capitol Police 
were killed in the line of duty defend-
ing the Capitol against an intruder 
armed with a gun. 

At 3:40 p.m. today, the Chair will rec-
ognize the anniversary of this tragedy 
by observing a moment of silence in 
their memory. 

f 

THE FARM BILL 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
the farm bill in its current form is a 
missed opportunity to strengthen fam-
ily farms while reforming American 
agriculture. The bill coming out of 
committee is absolutely the least that 
can be done. 

Long overdue support for specialty 
crops is welcome, but a relative drop in 
the bucket in terms of overall agricul-
tural spending. Conservation is hon-
ored more in word than deed, and the 
massive payments to the wealthiest 
few farmers are virtually unrestricted. 
The new adjusted gross income limit of 
$900,000 is almost meaningless, the 
proof being that it only saves a few 
million dollars. There is no meaningful 
limit on rice and cotton farmers, and it 
sweetens the outrageous deal for Big 
Sugar. It is sad that it continues to 
shortchange the family farm, forcing 
them to compete with heavily sub-
sidized large operators who will con-
tinue to buy them out, making it hard-
er for most farmers to make a living. 

Luckily for people who eat and peo-
ple who farm, there still is a chance for 
reform. And I urge my colleagues to 
carefully examine the bipartisan 
amendment from Congressmen KIND, 
FLAKE, and RYAN. 

f 

CONCRETE PROGRESS IN NORTH 
KOREA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, last Tuesday the Post 
and Courier of Charleston, South Caro-
lina, editorialized: ‘‘After more than 5 
years of impasse and hostility, the pa-
tient multinational diplomacy 
launched by President Bush has borne 
its first fruit in North Korea. The intri-
cate deal reached last spring for a path 
to a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula is 
advancing with the shutdown of a reac-
tor that produces plutonium for the 
dictatorship’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram. 

‘‘It signals that North Korea is com-
mitted, so far, to a step-by-step 
bettering of relations with its neigh-
bors and particularly with the United 
States. The shutdown was confirmed 
by the International Atomic Energy 
Agency.’’ 

In 2003, I participated in a rare dele-
gation visiting Pyongyang, and I am 
grateful that ‘‘the six-nation frame-
work devised by Mr. Bush and ably 
hosted by China . . . has led to the cur-
rent progress.’’ I saw firsthand where 
North Korea can benefit by opening its 
economy. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th and the Glasgow airport attack. 

f 

THE WORKERS OF THE GREATER 
NEW ORLEANS AREA AND THE 
MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE 

(Mr. JEFFERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Madam Speaker, 
the workers of the greater New Orleans 
area, in large part, are hospitality in-
dustry workers. These hardworking 
men and women greet the world with 
wide smiles and warm embraces as 
they welcome millions of tourists and 
conference attendees to the metropoli-
tan New Orleans area. These workers 
make sure that the hotel rooms, the 
restaurants, and other places of rest 
and recreation are clean, safe, and 
comfortable. 

But behind this public veneer lies an-
other story, a story of the difficult 
lives of the working poor. These hard-
working people never have a chance to 
take a vacation for themselves, or at-
tend a conference, or benefit from the 
delights that they make it possible for 
their city and region to offer. Their 
wages never crack the poverty level. 
They are not unionized and have few, if 
any, job benefits. 

So I rise today to applaud the work 
of this Congress, this new majority, for 
taking a big step in the right direction 
by increasing the minimum wage. For 
the low-wage workers in my area, it 
means that the nightmare of the single 
longest stretch in our Nation’s history 
without a minimum wage increase is 
ending. It means that many of the 
workers in our area will have a little 
more food on the table, a little more in 
the way of resources to house and care 
for their families, and a lot more dig-
nity. 

For this, we thank this Congress. 
f 

PLANNED DEFEAT 
(Mr. POE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the war in 
Iraq is the most difficult and impor-
tant issue facing our Nation today. The 
stakes there are simply too high for us 
to ignore the consequences of failure. 
Most military analysts agree that an 
arbitrary immediate withdrawal from 
Iraq would spiral that country and the 
surrounding region into chaos. 

Failing to secure Iraq will provide a 
fertile ground for terrorist actions that 
affect not only Iraq, but America and 
the rest of the free world. Extremist 
organizations will tout an American 
retreat as a major victory for ter-
rorism. Once again saying that Amer-
ica doesn’t ever have the stomach to 
finish a war. Terrorist leaders will 
make use of a fractured Iraq to train, 
equip, and provide sanctuary for their 
forces in much the same way that Af-
ghanistan provided a haven for the 
Taliban and al Qaeda. Radicals will ex-
ploit the anarchy and abandon Iraq and 
will seek to spread jihadist movements 
to moderate Arab States. Arbitrary 
withdrawal will only encourage our 
enemy. 

War is hard, but a planned defeat by 
retreat is hardly an answer to success. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SCHIP 
(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, Re-
publicans and Democrats throughout 
the Nation agree no child in our Nation 
should go without health care. In 
States across the country, Democratic 
and Republican Governors have sup-
ported strengthening the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. In the Sen-
ate, Republicans have come forward 
and said they support the Democratic 
plan to give millions of children health 
care. 

Now the only question is whether our 
Republican colleagues here in the 
House will join our effort to give 10 
million children the care they need and 
deserve. Remember, this is the same 
guarantee our own children have. The 
kids of Congress men and women get 
the health care they need and the 
health care they deserve. The question 
is are we going to provide that for our 
constituents’ children? 

The Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram has broad bipartisan political 
support, and we are on the brink of 
providing 10 million children that qual-
ity care. That is millions of children 
who will be able to see a doctor they 
deserve when they are sick. And it is 
millions of children and their families 
who aren’t interested in our political 
battles or political posturing that 
won’t heal a sick child or give them 
comfort when they are ill. 
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