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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H. Res. 528 commemorates the Town 

of New Milford, Connecticut, on its 
300th anniversary. New Milford is not 
the largest city, but under the defini-
tions of the State, it is the largest 
town within the State, with a popu-
lation of nearly 30,000 residents. This 
quaint and friendly community is 
home to thriving businesses and manu-
facturing industries and has abundant 
historical roots. 

New Milford was established and 
founded in 1707 when John Noble, Sr. of 
Westfield, Massachusetts, purchased a 
large portion of land for his family. 
More families arrived in the new com-
munity soon afterwards, and the settle-
ment began to flourish. Over time, new 
churches and schools were founded, and 
in 1774, the town saw 285 of its men 
leave to serve in the Revolutionary 
War. 

In its 300 years, New Milford has seen 
weather-related tragedies, devastating 
illnesses, and damaging fires hit the 
town. But it has overcome these trage-
dies and events and today has many 
successful industries and businesses. 

New Milford educates its residents 
and visitors each year through cultural 
tours, concert events, art fairs, and 
camps. It has witnessed much history 
and seen tremendous growth in its 300 
years and is certainly one of the most 
pleasant places to live in this Nation 
today. 

I am pleased to support H. Res. 528 to 
honor this historic 300th anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1615 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s my pleasure to yield such time as 
he might consume to the author of this 
legislation, Representative CHRIS-
TOPHER MURPHY from the Fifth District 
of Connecticut. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to thank my 
friend from Tennessee and from Illinois 
for supporting the resolution here 
today. 

I think it’s fitting, in part, that we 
are here in the House of Representa-
tives on this august floor in order to 
celebrate a town, New Milford, Con-
necticut, which is, in part, responsible 
for our very existence here today. 

The first citizen of New Milford is 
often referred to as Roger Sherman, 
whose statute sits not far outside this 
body. Why is that? Because after being 
an entrepreneur in New Milford, Con-
necticut, Roger Sherman came to the 
Constitutional Convention and was one 
of the authors, the primary author, of 
the Connecticut Compromise, which 
was responsible for the United States 
Government having a bicameral legis-
lature with both the House and the 
Senate. 

We’re very proud of him. We’re very 
proud of the incredibly rich historical 

tradition in New Milford. As was ref-
erenced, the number of people who rose 
from New Milford to fight in the Revo-
lutionary War is remarkable, given its 
small size. It also became a central 
stop, a central hub on the Underground 
Railroad in the 50 or 60 years after the 
Revolution. 

It has grown over time from a com-
munity that was founded first by only 
12 families to now a town that not only 
enjoys one of the largest land masses 
in Connecticut, but also has 30,000 peo-
ple there and still has retained its 
small-town charm. 

I really urge anyone who has plans to 
travel throughout the northeastern 
section of this great United States, to 
try to divert a little bit of your trip to 
see the quaint village of New Milford. 
Not only does it have a small, but bus-
tling, downtown of quaint shops on the 
side streets off of the green, but a 
growing commercial industrial sector 
as well. 

I was privileged to be able to march 
in a very festive 300th anniversary pa-
rade a few weeks ago, and I’m very 
pleased to join my colleagues here to 
celebrate its 300th anniversary on the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
today. 

I urge passage of the resolution. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I will 

simply close by congratulating the 
town of New Milford on this historic 
anniversary, its 300th anniversary. And 
I commend the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS) and also the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) for 
bringing this matter to the attention 
of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time and 
urge passage of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 528. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
FORMER FIRST LADY, LADY 
BIRD JOHNSON 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
553) mourning the passing of former 
First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson, and 
celebrating her life and contributions 
to the people of the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 553 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was born Clau-
dia Alta Taylor in Karnack, Texas on De-

cember 22, 1912, the daughter of Minnie 
Pattillo Taylor and Thomas Jefferson Tay-
lor; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson received her 
nickname ‘‘Lady Bird’’ from a nurse who 
thought she was as ‘‘purty as a lady bird’’; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was known for 
her academic accomplishments, graduating 
from high school at 15 years of age and grad-
uating from the University of Texas in Aus-
tin in 1933 as one of the top 10 students in her 
class; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson married Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson on November 
17, 1934; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was a dedi-
cated wife to President Johnson and a de-
voted mother to their two daughters, Lynda 
Bird Johnson and Luci Baines Johnson; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson served with 
honor and dedication as the wife of President 
Johnson throughout his service as a congres-
sional secretary, United States Representa-
tive, United States Senator, Vice President 
of the United States, and President of the 
United States; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was known for 
expanding the position of First Lady by tak-
ing a visible role in President Johnson’s ad-
ministration; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson served as 
President Johnson’s personal adviser 
throughout his career, and was a champion 
of civil rights and programs for children and 
the poor, including the educational Head 
Start programs; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was known for 
her passion for environmental causes and the 
preservation of native plants and 
wildflowers; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson paved the way 
for the environmental movement of the 1970s 
through her efforts to replace urban blight 
with flowers and trees; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson established 
the capital beautification project and played 
a major role in the passage of the 1965 High-
way Beautification Act, which was the first 
major legislative campaign initiated by a 
First Lady; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson and President 
Johnson retired to their ranch located near 
Austin, Texas following the completion of 
President Johnson’s term as President; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson continued her 
dedication to education through her service 
on the Board of Regents for the University of 
Texas and through her work planning the 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library and Museum at 
the University of Texas in Austin; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson was awarded 
the Medal of Freedom in 1977 and the Con-
gressional Gold Medal in 1988; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson co-founded the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in 1982 
in order to protect and preserve North Amer-
ica’s native plants and natural landscapes; 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson leaves behind 
an honorable legacy that represents her 
gentle nature and strong spirit though her 
dedication to her family and her passion for 
the environment; and 

Whereas Lady Bird Johnson died on July 
11, 2007, at 94 years of age at her home in 
Austin, Texas, and was survived by her 2 
daughters, 7 grandchildren, and 10 great- 
grandchildren: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives mourns the passing of former First 
Lady, Lady Bird Johnson, and celebrates her 
life and contributions to the people of the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:43 Aug 15, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H23JY7.REC H23JY7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8238 July 23, 2007 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Illinois. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I’m pleased to join my colleague in the 
consideration of H. Res. 553, a bill that 
mourns the passing of former First 
Lady, Lady Bird Johnson, and cele-
brates her life contributions and 
achievements. 

H. Res. 553, which has 58 cosponsors, 
was introduced by Representative 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON on July 17, 
2007. H. Res. 553 was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on June 19, 2007, 
by a voice vote. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league and Representative EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON for seeking to honor the 
former First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson, 
and celebrating her life contributions 
to the people of the United States. 

I urge swift passage of this bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, it is certainly a pleas-

ure to honor a remarkable First Lady 
and great conservationist, Lady Bird 
Johnson. And it is with much sadness 
that the House continues to note her 
recent passing. 

Born in 1912 in Karnack, Texas, in an 
era when women were not expected to 
accomplish great things, Mrs. Johnson 
came to represent strength of char-
acter that was the hallmark of her life. 

After graduating from the University 
of Texas in 1933, she married Lyndon 
Baines Johnson. Mrs. Johnson became 
the mother of two daughters, certainly 
her most important work, Lynda Bird 
and Luci Baines Johnson. She spent 
the next few decades raising her chil-
dren and supporting her husband in his 
political career, which, of course, led 
him to the Presidency. She was a trust-
ing sounding board for her husband 
through all his years in the House and 
Senate and in the White House. 

Mrs. Johnson led a nationwide effort 
to call attention to the beauty and the 
goal of highlighting historical sites and 
highways by planting flowering plants 
and wildflowers. While First Lady, she 
visited numerous public sites and sce-
nic areas, thus bringing local and na-
tional attention to her beautification 
and conservation initiatives. 

As we all have seen each spring in 
Washington, Mrs. Johnson has left a 
lasting legacy for all American and for-
eign visitors to this great city, who can 
now see incredible numbers of flowers 

throughout the area. She not only 
helped beautify Washington, but was 
also responsible for the 1965 Highway 
Beautification Act, calling for control 
of outdoor advertising, as well as the 
clean-up of junkyards along the na-
tional highways. 

It is partly because of her efforts 
that we now have the Surface Trans-
portation and Uniform Relocation As-
sistance Act of 1987, requiring at least 
one-quarter of 1 percent of funds ex-
pended for landscaping projects in the 
highway system to be used to plant na-
tive flowers, plants and trees. 

After leaving Washington, Mrs. John-
son enthusiastically continued her con-
servation efforts throughout her be-
loved home State of Texas right up 
until the date of her death on July 11, 
2007. 

I urge my colleagues to please join 
me in honoring this great woman of 
Texas and First Lady of the United 
States, Lady Bird Johnson, for her 
untiring efforts in educating a Nation 
on the benefits of conservation and 
beautification throughout her lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield 2 minutes to the 
author and sponsor of this resolution, 
the gentlewoman from Texas, Rep-
resentative EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, let me thank these 
two distinguished gentlemen on the 
floor, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois and Mr. 
DUNCAN of Tennessee, for helping us 
with this today. 

I rise today to honor the life and ac-
complishments of Lady Bird Johnson. I 
would like to thank my colleagues Mr. 
HALL, Mr. BARTON and Mr. ORTIZ for 
their sponsorship, and the entire Texas 
delegation for joining me in sponsoring 
and honoring Mrs. Johnson. 

Mrs. Johnson was known as a woman 
of class and integrity. She was strong 
in spirit and always represented herself 
with dignity and grace. 

For decades Lady Bird Johnson 
served with honor and dedication as 
the wife of President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, throughout his service as a 
staffer to Representative Kleberg, as he 
served in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, as a U.S. Senator, as Vice Presi-
dent, and as President of the United 
States. She served as President John-
son’s personal adviser throughout his 
career and was known for expanding 
the position of the First Lady by tak-
ing a visible role in President John-
son’s administration. 

Lady Bird Johnson dedicated much of 
her life to the preservation of our envi-
ronment. Perhaps she could be consid-
ered the first environmentalist in this 
era. This passion led her to create the 
Capital Beautification Project to im-
prove physical conditions in Wash-
ington, DC, both for residents and tour-
ists. Her efforts inspired similar pro-
grams throughout the country. She 
also played a major role in the passage 
of the 1965 Highway Beautification Act. 

This was the first legislative campaign 
begun by a First Lady. The trees and 
flowers we see along our American 
highways today are a testament to her 
work and her dedication. 

After leaving Washington, President 
and Mrs. Johnson moved back to Aus-
tin, Texas, where Mrs. Johnson contin-
ued to work for environmental causes. 
And that is, perhaps, the most environ-
mentally sensitive city in Texas right 
now. Today we can all admire her leg-
acy through the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Austin, Texas. 

Mrs. Johnson died on July 11, 2007, at 
the age of 94 at her home in Austin, 
and was survived by her two daughters, 
seven grandchildren, and 10 great- 
grandchildren. 

I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to the Johnson family. I 
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution to honor Lady Bird Johnson’s 
incredible life and legacy. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
know that Representative GENE GREEN 
had intended to be here. Unfortunately, 
he hasn’t been able to make it yet. 

It is my pleasure to yield 1 minute to 
Representative CHET EDWARDS from 
the 17th District of Texas. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, Lady 
Bird Johnson was a true Texas treas-
ure. She graced the Lone Star State, 
our Nation, and the world with her 
beauty and grace. 

While she is no longer with us, the 
masterpiece of her vision can be seen 
along the highways and byways of 
America. Lady Bird’s wildflowers sym-
bolize her life, a quiet, enduring beauty 
that will enrich our lives for genera-
tions to come. With our highways as 
her canvas, she painted with a brush of 
God’s hand a landscape that brings 
peace to us in our day-to-day lives. 

The beauty of Lady Bird Johnson’s 
vision did not stop with the highways 
and parks of our Nation, for she also 
envisioned a world not blighted by the 
ugliness of poverty and discrimination. 
As a partner to the President who 
fought for a great society, she helped 
make ours a better society. For that 
we are all her beneficiaries. I thank 
God for the life and spirit of Lady Bird 
Johnson. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to 
Lady Bird Johnson’s Representative, 
the gentleman from Texas, Representa-
tive LLOYD DOGGETT. 

Mr. DOGGETT. With heavy hearts, 
the thousands of Texans who partici-
pated in memorials to Lady Bird John-
son, especially those who filled the 
streets of Austin, Dripping Springs and 
Johnson City, attest to our affection 
and respect for her compassion, 
warmth and leadership. And with un-
usually heavy rainfall this year, Texas 
is literally alive with her legacy, the 
beautiful wildflowers along our road-
ways, and filling the photo albums and 
scrapbooks with children smiling in a 
bed of bluebonnets or Indian paint-
brush for one family after another. 
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She knew a better America was one 

that gives all of its citizens an oppor-
tunity to succeed. And with the reau-
thorization this year of Head Start, 
more young Americans can access 
quality early education, ensuring that 
no child starts behind. 

When my predecessor, Representative 
Jake Pickle, spoke on this floor after 
the death of President Johnson, he said 
that Mrs. Johnson was her husband’s 
‘‘wisest adviser’’, and that her daugh-
ters, Lynda Bird and Luci, had brought 
‘‘so much credit to their family and to 
our country.’’ 

Of her many gifts, perhaps her most 
meaningful legacy is her spirit of giv-
ing that lives on in her children and 
grandchildren. In Austin, her daughter 
Lucy and her grandchildren, Catherine 
Robb and Nicole Covert, among others, 
give their time, support and leadership 
to causes such as SafePlace, Seton, the 
University of Texas, and the Children’s 
Medical Center Foundation. 

Mrs. Johnson promoted native spe-
cies. They have strong roots and im-
prove and beautify our land. The same, 
and more, can be said of the human 
legacy that she leaves. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, let me 
just close by saying it has been a privi-
lege for me to handle this resolution on 
our side. 

I know that most of us heard and 
read and saw some of the beautiful and 
moving tributes that were made to 
Mrs. Johnson in her funeral ceremony 
just a few days ago, especially the trib-
utes from her daughters. And so I think 
this is a very fitting and appropriate 
resolution. I commend my good friend, 
the gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 
JOHNSON, for bringing this resolution 
to the floor, and also my friend Mr. 
DAVIS. 

I urge passage of this resolution. 
And Mr. Speaker, I yield back the 

balance of my time. 

b 1630 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
RODRIGUEZ). 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to personally thank both the gen-
tleman from Tennessee and the gen-
tleman from Illinois, Chairman DAVIS, 
for allowing me this opportunity. I also 
want to take this opportunity to thank 
the Honorable Congresswoman EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON for bringing forth 
this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of 
Claudia Taylor ‘‘Lady Bird’’ Johnson. 
Mrs. Lady Bird Johnson was a woman 
of incredible caliber, a woman whose 
contributions of admirable causes have 
bettered not only Texas, but the entire 
Nation as a whole. 

She redefined what it meant to be a 
First Lady. Along with championing 
the environment, Lady Bird Johnson 
was a confidante to her husband, Lyn-
don Baines Johnson, and was invalu-
able to his efforts, improving not only 
health care but education. She, like no 

one else, understood the importance of 
early intervention when it came to 
education. Her efforts in Head Start to 
this day are there to show that Head 
Start has been a program that reaches 
out to these poor youngsters. Head 
Start has also proven that those 
youngsters that participate in Head 
Start are less likely to drop out than 
those that don’t. She understood that 
from the very beginning. 

Lady Bird Johnson knew and had 
that Texas charm and wit. Her passion 
for the environment has left a lasting 
mark on America. Thanks to her tena-
cious effort in initiating beautification 
projects, the Nation’s highways are 
more pleasant to drive on and the Na-
tion’s Capital is a lovelier sight. The 
city of San Antonio, where Lady Bird 
married President Johnson, has also 
benefited from the First Lady’s efforts. 

Her highway beautification projects 
had a lasting impact not only in San 
Antonio, but throughout Texas. The 
Texas Department of Transportation 
says Lady Bird Johnson’s Highway 
Beautification Act that became law in 
1965 annually dispenses over 5.6 billion 
wildflower seeds of some 30 varieties, 
including our State flower, the blue-
bonnet. Lady Bird devoted much of her 
later life to beautifying her home and 
the State of Texas with admirable 
work. 

With eternal gratitude from all of us, 
I ask you to join me today in remem-
bering the magnificent work Lady Bird 
Johnson has done for all of us. I want 
to thank her for what she has done for 
all of us. 

Let me just say that every spring as 
we go along the highways and as the 
flowers bloom, we will remember her 
for what she has done for all of us. She 
now rests near the Pedernales River in 
Texas. Her legacy will forever be with 
us. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield 2 minutes to 
another son of Texas, the chairman of 
the Intelligence Committee, the Honor-
able SILVESTRE REYES. 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to add my condo-
lences to Lady Bird’s family and tell 
everyone that while she will be missed, 
her legacy lives on in Texas. 

I think her contribution to Texas 
gives us a unique insight into who the 
former First Lady was; a person who 
used her gifts, her position, her talents 
and her status to expand the world for 
everyday people, to make the world 
better for the inner city residents of 
D.C., and for the public that was trav-
eling along the interstates of our great 
country, and, of course, for Texas. 

She had vision and gave people a rea-
son to be proud of their surroundings, 
to take ownership of their neighbor-
hoods and communities, and to make 
them better places to live. This is 
meaningful and important on so many 
different levels for all of us that are 
Texans. In doing this, she was ahead of 
her time. She helped bring the cause of 

conservation to the forefront and drew 
our Nation’s attention to the impor-
tance of creating and nurturing beau-
ty. 

I am honored and privileged that I 
met Mrs. Johnson many years ago 
when I was a college student at the 
University of Texas at Austin. I am 
proud of the legacy that she created 
and that she leaves with all of us. May 
she rest in peace among the hills, the 
streams, and especially the flowers 
that she so loved in Texas. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
simply want to thank the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for his 
participation in processing this legisla-
tion. I want to thank all of the Mem-
bers from Texas who spoke. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this 
resolution. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, 
we honor the memory and celebrate the life of 
former First Lady, Claudia Taylor (Lady Bird) 
Johnson, and the contributions she has given 
to the people of a country she so dearly loved. 
I had the privilege of knowing Lady Bird 
through the White House Fellows program and 
as anyone who knew her as an individual 
would agree, she was a person of grace, 
charm, and an absolute delight to know. As a 
native Texan, a wife, a mother, a business-
woman, and First Lady, she emitted beauty 
through her presence and through her actions 
leaving a legacy that will not soon be forgot-
ten. 

Lady Bird met Lyndon Baines Johnson in 
1934 and in seven short months, had captured 
his heart as he asked for her hand in mar-
riage. Mrs. Johnson stood by her husband and 
supported his endeavors with a perseverance 
and tenacity that one rarely finds. When LBJ 
volunteered for naval service during World 
War II, Lady Bird stepped in and kept his con-
gressional office running and except for voting, 
served the need of every constituent. She 
again came to the rescue in 1955 helping staff 
keep things under control when her husband 
suffered a severe heart attack while serving as 
Senate Majority Leader. The former President 
once remarked that voters ‘‘would happily 
have elected her over me.’’ 

In 1960 Mrs. Johnson traveled over thirty- 
five thousand miles of campaign trail as she 
pushed LBJ towards a successful bid for the 
Vice-Presidency. During this tenure, she vis-
ited thirty-three foreign countries as an ambas-
sador of goodwill. Lady Bird again stood by 
and supported her husband as he became the 
thirty-sixth President of the United States and 
helped console the hearts and minds of an en-
tire country as they mourned the loss of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy. 

As First Lady, Mrs. Johnson was highly in-
volved in the President’s initiatives supporting 
education and working to alleviate poverty. 
Under her own ambition, she created a First 
Lady’s Committee for a More Beautiful Capital 
which later expanded to include an entire na-
tion. Lady Bird was also the inspiration behind 
the Beautification Act of 1965 which trans-
formed the landscape of our national high-
ways. Never tiring in her life’s work, at the age 
of 70, Mrs. Johnson founded the National 
Wildflower Research Center which is dedi-
cated to the preservation and re-establishment 
of native plants in natural and planned land-
scapes. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:43 Aug 15, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\RECORD07\H23JY7.REC H23JY7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8240 July 23, 2007 
Lady Bird Johnson should be remembered 

by all as a person with elegance, grace and a 
tireless work ethic. She dedicated her life in 
service to others and gave so much of herself 
in support of her husband, family, and country. 
Today, as we celebrate the life of Lady Bird 
Johnson, we honor her contributions to the 
people of the United States and recognize that 
we have lost a great American that will be 
dearly missed. 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, when Texans 
think of their home state, and frankly non-Tex-
ans do as well, a few key symbols come to 
mind. There is the instantly recognizable out-
line of Texas, along with the Lone Star, the 
Alamo, cowboy hats, barbecue, and so many 
other great traditions and institutions. Among 
them is the Texas state flower, the blue-
bonnet. The bright blue bloom of that flower 
throughout the roads and lands of southeast 
Texas is instantly recognizable. The reason 
why, of course, is that Lady Bird Johnson led 
the beautification movement to protect and 
grow our state flower, setting a fine example 
of state pride for all Texans. We Texans feel 
the loss of the former First Lady when we 
think of this symbol, but as future flowers 
bloom, so too will her memory live on for our 
great nation. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 553, to pay special tribute 
to Lady Bird Johnson. I am proud to recognize 
the accomplishments of a fellow Texan and a 
true Renaissance woman. 

For much of her life, Lady Bird Johnson 
acted as the graceful wife of a congressional 
secretary, U.S. Representative, Senator, Vice 
President and President. She devoted herself 
to her husband’s political campaigns and lived 
in the public eye throughout the turbulent 
1960s and Vietnam War Era. 

But, Lady Bird Johnson was also a scholar, 
a writer, a politician, and an advocate for edu-
cation issues. At the University of Texas in 
Austin she studied journalism and qualified as 
a public school teacher. Later in life, she wrote 
A White House Diary and served as a Univer-
sity of Texas regent. 

Lady Bird demonstrated her remarkable tal-
ents for public speaking while on the cam-
paign trail through Southern states, where, as 
a product of an East Texas town steeped in 
traditional southern values, she was an invalu-
able spokesperson for the 1960 Kennedy- 
Johnson Presidential ticket. 

While her husband served as President, 
Lady Bird Johnson acted as honorary chair-
woman of the national Head Start program. As 
my colleagues may note, I am a strong pro-
ponent of the Head Start program, which can 
make immense differences in the lives of un-
derprivileged pre-school children by preparing 
them to enter elementary school on a par with 
their peers. Thus, I celebrate Lady Bird’s con-
tributions to this invaluable program. 

During this time, Lady Bird Johnson has 
also been credited with holding luncheons 
spotlighting women of assorted careers. As a 
strong supporter of women’s rights and pay 
equality, I believe that her efforts to applaud 
young women’s advancements into tradition-
ally-male-dominated careers have had a pro-
found effect on women’s equality in general. 

Lady Bird was also an adept business-
woman who purchased a small radio station in 
1942 in Austin and built a multimillion-dollar 
radio corporation. In today’s society, young 
women interested in business and the tele-

communications industries may look to Lady 
Bird Johnson as a trailblazer and a success 
story. 

While Lady Bird’s conservation work in our 
Nation’s Capital is widely-known, Lady Bird’s 
efforts to beautify our great State of Texas 
should also be applauded. In 1969, she found-
ed the Texas Highway Beautification Awards, 
and hosted 20 annual awards ceremonies, 
where she presented personal checks to the 
winners. And, on her 70th birthday, she found-
ed the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 
to which she donated acres of her own land. 

Lady Bird has indeed left her mark upon 
Texas, as the namesake of a golf course, a 
municipal park, a walking trail, and a street. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to join my col-
leagues in support of H. Res. 553, celebrating 
the life of Lady Bird Johnson. She was a re-
markable First Lady, businesswoman, environ-
mental advocate, and trailblazer of women’s 
rights. She has left a grand legacy of strength 
of character and service upon Texas and upon 
the entire nation. 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, the death of Lady 
Bird Johnson was a sad day for the country. 
It was also a sad day for my district, and for 
me personally. 

Mrs. Johnson also played a key role in 
drawing my father, California State Senator 
Fred Farr, to Washington. She successfully 
lobbied for his appointment as the Federal 
Highway Administration’s first Highway Beau-
tification Coordinator, wisely drawing his en-
ergy and insights to Washington. 

Lady Bird was a fervent supporter of so 
many of the values my constituents and I hold 
dear. She was a lifelong supporter of the envi-
ronment, an advocate for preserving the spe-
cial places in communities around the country. 
Lady Bird visited California’s Central Coast in 
1966, where she dedicated Highway 1—now 
known to all as the Big Sur Coast Highway— 
as the first scenic route in the state. She even 
helped plant a redwood tree near Monterey’s 
historic Colton Hall. 

Mrs. Johnson was a passionate environ-
mentalist. She argued against the blight of 
roadside billboards, instead calling for more 
trees and her beloved wildflowers. And many 
of the beautification projects that make Wash-
ington a gorgeous capital city were the prod-
uct of Mrs. Johnson and my father. She was 
responsible for raising hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for the city’s streets. 

Mrs. Johnson’s beautification projects and 
scenic designation programs were so impor-
tant to drawing attention to areas that deserve 
protection. I encourage all of our communities 
to continue her work. We need more people 
like Mrs. Johnson in the world, more people 
who appreciate the beauty that is around us 
and who strive to preserve it. 

Mr. BOSWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 553 recognizing 
the passing of Lady Bird Johnson and her 
contributions to the United States. 

Lady Bird Johnson, the wife of the late 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, passed away 
last week at the age of 94. We will remember 
this former First Lady as a woman deeply 
committed to her husband and his presidency, 
as well as a calm and elegant figure during a 
tumultuous time in American history. 

Lady Bird took an active role during her 
husband’s time in the White House. Before 
environmentalism was a part of American po-
litical life, she lobbied Congress to clean up 

the landscape of the United States. Through 
her efforts, the National Highway Beautifi-
cation Act and the Clean Air Act became law 
and the Nation’s Capital received a much- 
needed makeover to its landscape. After she 
left the White House, she founded the Na-
tional Wildflower Research Center in Austin, 
Texas, which was later named in her honor. 
The center continues Lady Bird’s efforts to 
preserve this country’s natural landscape and 
beauty. 

Lady Bird also influenced many other poli-
cies and initiatives during the Johnson admin-
istration, including the War on Poverty, Head 
Start, and the landmark 1964 Civil Rights Act. 
She was awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by Gerald Ford in 1977 for her ef-
forts both in and out of the White House. 
Through her numerous accomplishments, we 
will continue to remember her as a wife, moth-
er, and passionate and dedicated American. 
While it is with sadness that I mark the pass-
ing of this wonderful individual, I am proud to 
be able to commemorate her incredible con-
tributions to our nation. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H. Res. 553, 
which puts the House of Representatives on 
record in mourning the passing of Lady Bird 
Johnson, the former First Lady of the United 
States. Claudia Alta ‘‘Lady Bird’’ Taylor John-
son was the wife of U.S. President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. Throughout her life, she was an ad-
vocate for beautification of the nation’s cities 
and highways and conservation of natural re-
sources. The former First Lady was a recipient 
of the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

Lady Bird Johnson studied journalism and 
art at St. Mary’s Episcopal School for Girls, a 
junior college in Dallas. She graduated with 
honors from the University of Texas with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Arts in 1933 and a de-
gree in Journalism in 1934—a time when 
women were hard pressed to have a career of 
their own, let alone a college education. Her 
goal was to become a reporter but her media 
career was deferred when a friend in Austin 
introduced her to Lyndon Baines Johnson, a 
young up-and-coming political hopeful. 

On their first date, which was breakfast the 
next morning at the Driskill Hotel and a long 
drive in the country, Lyndon Johnson pro-
posed. Lady Bird did not want to rush into 
marriage, but Lyndon Johnson was persistent 
and did not want to wait. The couple married 
on November 17, 1934, at Saint Mark’s Epis-
copal Church in San Antonio, Texas. 

Three years later, when Lyndon decided to 
run for Congress from Texas’ 10th district in 
the Hill Country, Lady Bird provided the 
money to launch his campaign. She took 
$10,000 of her inheritance from her mother’s 
estate to help start his political career. They 
had two daughters, Lynda (born in 1944), 
whose husband Charles S. Robb went on to 
become governor of Virginia and a U.S. Sen-
ator, and Luci (born in 1947), who married, 
firstly, Pat Nugent and, secondly, Ian Turpin. 

As First Lady, Lady Bird Johnson started a 
capital beautification project (Society for a 
More Beautiful National Capital) to improve 
physical conditions in Washington, D.C., both 
for residents and tourists. Her efforts inspired 
similar programs throughout the country. She 
was also instrumental in promoting the High-
way Beautification Act, which sought to beau-
tify the nation’s highway system by limiting bill-
boards and by planting roadside areas. She 
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was also an advocate of the Head Start pro-
gram. 

Johnson’s press secretary from 1963–1969 
was Liz Carpenter, a fellow University of 
Texas alumna. Carpenter was the first profes-
sional newswoman to be press secretary to a 
First Lady, and she also served as Lady Bird’s 
staff director. 

In 1970, A White House Diary, Lady Bird 
Johnson’s intimate, behind-the-scenes account 
of Lyndon Johnson’s presidency from Novem-
ber 22, 1963 to January 20, 1969, was pub-
lished. Beginning with the tragic assassination 
of John F. Kennedy, Mrs. Johnson recorded 
the momentous events of ber times, including 
the Great Society’s War on Poverty, the na-
tional civil rights and social protest move-
ments, her own activism on behalf of the envi-
ronment, and the Vietnam War. Indeed, Lady 
Bird Johnson and her husband were cham-
pions of civil rights and were instrumental in 
the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. I know that 
her comforting words and her encouragement 
were part of the decision making of President 
Johnson as he made some critical decisions 
during some difficult times regarding the civil 
rights of individuals who had been discrimi-
nated against for most of the history of this 
country. Long out of print, the paperback edi-
tion of A White House Diary will be available 
again through the University of Texas Press in 
Fall 2007. 

She was acquainted with a long span of fel-
low First Ladies, from Eleanor Roosevelt to 
Laura Bush, and was protected by the United 
States Secret Service for forty-four years, 
longer than anyone else in history. 

Lady Bird Johnson was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom by Gerald Ford on 
January 10, 1977. The citation for her medal 
read: 

‘‘One of America’s great First Ladies, she 
claimed her own place in the hearts and his-
tory of the American people. In councils of 
power or in homes of the poor, she made gov-
ernment human with her unique compassion 
and her grace, warmth and wisdom. Her lead-
ership transformed the American landscape 
and preserved its natural beauty as a national 
treasure.’’ 

Johnson then received the Congressional 
Gold Medal on May 8, 1984. In addition to the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, her 
name has been lent to the Lady Bird Johnson 
Park on Columbia Island in Washington, D.C., 
which was founded as a result of her efforts 
as First Lady to beautify the capital. 

After former President Johnson died in 
1973, Lady Bird Johnson remained in the pub-
lic eye, honoring her husband and other Presi-
dents. In the 1970s, she focused her attention 
on the Austin riverfront area through her in-
volvement in the Town Lake Beautification 
Project. From 1971 to 1978, Johnson served 
on the board of regents for the University of 
Texas System. 

On December 22, 1982 (her 70th birthday), 
she and actress Helen Hayes founded the Na-
tional Wildflower Research Center, a nonprofit 
organization devoted to preserving and reintro-
ducing native plants in planned landscapes, 
located east of Austin, Texas. The Center 
opened a new facility southwest of Austin on 
La Crosse Avenue in 1994. It was officially re-
named The Lady Bird Johnson Wildtlower 
Center in 1998. On June 20, 2006, The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin announced plans to 

incorporate the 279 acre Wildflower Center 
into the University. 

For twenty years Lady Bird Johnson spent 
her summers on the island of Martha’s Vine-
yard renting the home of Charles 
Guggeinheim for many of those years. She 
said she had greatly appreciated the island’s 
natural beauty and flowers. 

On October 13, 2006, Lady Bird Johnson 
made a rare public appearance at the renova-
tion announcement of the Lyndon Baines 
Johnson Library and Museum. Sitting in a 
wheelchair and showing signs of recent health 
problems, Lady Bird seemed engaged and 
alert, and clapped along with those present at 
the ceremony. 

Mr. Speaker, in the last year the state of 
Texas has lost several of its greatest sons and 
daughters: Governor Ann Richards; Senator 
and Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen; col-
umnist and progressive icon Molly Ivins; and 
now Lady Bird Johnson. 

The Lone Star State mourns the loss of our 
favorite daughter and it will be grieving for 
some time. But the memory of Lady Bird 
Johnson will never be forgotten so long as the 
flowers bloom in the capital city of our nation 
and along the highways and byways of the 
several states, especially her beloved Texas. 

I strongly support H. Res. 553 and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 553. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF RENOWNED 
ARTIST TOM LEA ON THE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS BIRTH 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 519) honoring 
the life and accomplishments of re-
nowned artist Tom Lea on the 100th an-
niversary of his birth. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 519 

Whereas, 100 years ago on July 11, 1907, 
Tom Lea was born in El Paso, Texas, to 
former El Paso Mayor Tom Lea, Sr., and his 
wife Zola Utt Lea and spent the majority of 
his life in El Paso; 

Whereas Tom Lea served as an accredited 
war artist correspondent for Life magazine 
during World War II, traveled over 100,000 
miles as an eye-witness reporter, landed with 
the First Marines on Peleliu during 1942, and 
accompanied American forces in the North 

Atlantic during 1941, fighter pilots aboard 
the USS Hornet in the South Pacific during 
1942, and American forces in China during 
1943; 

Whereas many of Tom Lea’s paintings 
from World War II are in the United States 
Army Center for Military History in Wash-
ington, DC, and are loaned to exhibitions 
worldwide; 

Whereas, when accepting the Republican 
nomination for President of the United 
States in 2000, George W. Bush quoted Tom 
Lea about living on the ‘‘sunrise side of the 
mountain’’; 

Whereas Tom Lea’s painting Rio Grande 
today hangs in the Oval Office at the White 
House; 

Whereas Tom Lea’s works are found 
throughout Washington, DC and Texas, in-
cluding in the Rayburn House Office Build-
ing, which displays his portrait of Sam Ray-
burn; the Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum; the Dallas Museum of Art; the El Paso 
Museum of Art; the University of Texas at El 
Paso; Texas A&M University; and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin; 

Whereas Tom Lea painted several notable 
murals, including the Texas Centennial 
mural and, under the Department of Treas-
ury’s Section of Fine Arts mural competi-
tion programs, The Nesters mural for the 
Benjamin Franklin Post Office in Wash-
ington, DC; the Pass of the North mural for 
the Federal Courthouse in El Paso, Texas; 
the Stampede mural for the Odessa, Texas 
Post Office; the Comancheros mural for the 
Seymour, Texas Post Office; and the Back 
Home mural for the Pleasant Hill, Missouri 
Post Office; 

Whereas Tom Lea was also an accom-
plished author and illustrator whose works 
included the two-volume annotated history 
The King Ranch (published in 1957), in addi-
tion to four novels and two non-fiction 
books, of which, The Brave Bulls (published 
in 1949) and The Wonderful Country (pub-
lished in 1952), were adapted as screenplays 
for motion pictures; 

Whereas Tom Lea during his life was hon-
ored with several awards, including the Navy 
Distinguished Public Service Award, the 
United States Marine Corps’ Colonel John W. 
Thomason, Jr. Award, and the National Cow-
boy and Western Heritage Museum’s Great 
Westerners Award; 

Whereas President and Mrs. George W. 
Bush are serving as Honorary Chairs of the 
International Advisory Board for the 2007 
Tom Lea Centennial Celebration, a month- 
long series of events in the Southwest that 
seeks to ensure that the richness and diver-
sity of Tom Lea’s legacy will nourish genera-
tions to come; and 

Whereas Tom Lea’s war diaries are to be 
published by Texas A&M Press in 2008: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the life and accomplishments of 
Tom Lea. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 
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