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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. I thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana, particularly for
noting the ongoing efforts of the Indian
Government to deal with this issue. I
believe that this resolution should be
regarded as one where we will work
with the Government of India to deal
with what both countries acknowledge
to be an ongoing problem.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to support this resolution and
would reiterate the spirit with which
this resolution is brought cannot be
more eloquently stated than the gen-
tleman from California just did. This is
brought in a spirit of cooperation with
a friend to assist them in confronting a
domestic challenge, but it is among
friends that we speak and will support
this legislation today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
139, “Expressing the sense of the Congress
that the United States should address the on-
going problem of untouchability in India.” | be-
lieve that this is a very important issue that
demands immediate attention, and | am very
pleased to see it come before the House
today.

| would first like to commend our distin-
guished colleague, Mr. TRENT FRANKS of Ari-
zona, for introducing this important resolution.

Many Americans would be shocked to learn
that the caste system continues to have a
substantial hold on Indian society. The caste
system is the traditional system of social strati-
fication on the Indian Subcontinent, in which
social classes are defined by a number of
endogamous, hereditary groups often termed
as castes. Within a caste there exist
exogamous groups known as gotras, the lin-
eage or clan of a person. Roughly 20 million
people in India are subject to cruel and inhu-
man treatment simply due to their caste. The
terrible discrimination inflicted against the peo-
ple known as Dalits and Tribals in India occurs
solely because a person was born into a cer-
tain family. 13 Dalits are murdered every
week; 3 Dalit women are raped every day,
often with impunity; and a crime is committed
against a Dalit every 18 minutes.

The Indian Constitution has formally out-
lawed caste-based discrimination, but the
caste system still plays a major role in Indian
society and politics. The leaders of inde-
pendent India decided that India will be a
democratic, socialist and secular country. Ac-
cording to this policy there is a separation be-
tween religion and state. Enforcement of the
law must be strengthened, and this resolution
seeks to state clearly the sense of the United
States Congress in this regard. | look forward
to working with the vibrant Indian-American
community on this continued concern.

We must continue to raise this issue during
our bilateral meetings with our good friends in
the Government of India, especially during a
time in which the United States-India relation-
ship has entered into an unprecedented part-
nership.

It is our moral obligation to speak out about
abuses of human rights wherever they take
place. That is why this Congress must ad-
dress the problem of the treatment of Dalits
and Tribals in India.
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| strongly support this resolution and urge
my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
SHERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 139, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

————

CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 1932 WINTER
OLYMPIC GAMES IN LAKE PLAC-
ID, NEW YORK

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 521) celebrating the
75th Anniversary of the 1932 Winter
Olympic Games in Lake Placid, New
York.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 521

Whereas Lake Placid, New York, was the
site of the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympic
Games;

Whereas Lake Placid is the only site in
North America to have hosted the Winter
Olympic Games more than once;

Whereas the 1980 Winter Olympic Games
featured one of the greatest triumphs in
sports history with the men’s United States
hockey team victory over the Soviet team in
the ‘‘Miracle on Ice’’;

Whereas Lake Placid, New York, has a pop-
ulation of under 2,700 residents, yet wel-
comes over 2.2 million visitors each year;

Whereas the residents of Lake Placid were
wonderful ambassadors of the United States
for the 1,324 Olympic athletes that partici-
pated in the 1932 and 1980 Winter Olympic
Games;

Whereas the residents of Lake Placid take
great pride in their place in Olympic history;

Whereas Lake Placid and the towns of
North Elba and Wilmington have world class
sports facilities that serve as an excellent
training location for athletes and sports en-
thusiasts;

Whereas Lake Placid is the home of one of
the three U.S. Olympic Committee’s national
training centers;

Whereas Lake Placid continues to success-
fully host international sports competitions
on a regular basis; and

Whereas 2007 marks the 75th anniversary of
the 1932 Winter Olympic Games: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the Village of Lake Plac-
id, New York, as it celebrates its 75th anni-
versary of hosting the 1932 Winter Olympic
Games;

(2) encourages all Americans to visit the
state-of-the-art Olympic facilities in Lake
Placid;

(3) recognizes Lake Placid’s
place in Olympic history; and
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(4) encourages the United States Olympic
Committee to select Lake Placid to rep-
resent the United States in a future bid for
the Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this resolution and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Let me first express my appreciation
to our colleague from the great State
of New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) for in-
troducing this important and timely
resolution. I know the gentlelady from
New York would like to be here, and if
I speak very slowly may yet get here
before we conclude, but whether she is
here in person, she is certainly here in
spirit.

The little village of Lake Placid lived
up to its name on two spectacular oc-
casions in the last century. The 1932
Winter Olympics and the 1980 Winter
Olympics were two of the most exciting
events of our time, featuring the most
beautiful backdrops in the history of
the games.

The organizing committee of the 1932
Olympics faced an uphill battle, raising
money for the games in the middle of
the Great Depression. But symbolizing
the American spirit of generosity, Dr.
Godfrey Dewey donated land owned by
his family to be used for the all-impor-
tant bobsleigh run. In fact, the Winter
Olympics that year became a real dis-
traction from the Great Depression for
all the residents of the State of New
York, and, in fact, the entire world.

In those 1932 Games, Eddie Eagan be-
came the only Olympic athlete ever to
win a gold medal in both the Summer
and Winter Games. A great, versatile
athlete, Eagan had already earned gold
as a lightweight boxer in the 1920 Sum-
mer Games. At Lake Placid in 1932, he
was part of the four-man bobsleigh
team that triumphed in first place.

This resolution takes the oppor-
tunity to congratulate and celebrate
Lake Placid upon the 75th anniversary
of the games it hosted in 1932. This
town deserves full congressional credit
for the efficiency and grace with which
it represented the United States during
the Games of 1932 and, again, in 1980.

But Lake Placid outdid itself in 1980,
when it had new facilities and a re-
newed spirit to host thousands of peo-
ple for those Winter Games. Those
Games became famous for the unbe-
lievable Miracle-on-Ice conquest, when
the United States hockey team, a
group of amateurs and college Kkids,
captured the hearts of the Nation by
upending the Soviet Union’s intimi-
dating hockey machine in a dramatic
4-3 semifinal victory. They went on to
win the gold.

Lake Placid’s involvement with the
Olympics has grown larger than just
those two games. Lake Placid main-
tains world-class Olympic facilities and
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serves as one of the United States
Olympic Committee’s three national
training centers. The small town in Up-
state New York continues to host
international sporting events, as well
as some 2.2 million tourists every year.

I encourage Members to support the
resolution recognizing Lake Placid’s
historic place in Olympic history and
encouraging the USOC to select this
idyllic town for future bids in the
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games
so long as they are not in competition
with an applicant from the State of
California.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong and unqualified support of H.
Res. 521, no Indiana exceptions, at least
not today.

I congratulate Representative
GILLIBRAND, as my colleague from Cali-
fornia did, for this important resolu-
tion.

For close to a century, Lake Placid
has been central to America’s partici-
pation and achievements in inter-
national sports. It’s the only site in
North America to have hosted more
than one Winter Olympics, both in 1932
and in 1980.

Moreover, in 1980, and if you haven’t
seen the movie, it was the site of one of
America’s greatest moments, when the
U.S. national hockey team defeated the
heavily favored Soviet Union. Walt
Disney films recently created an ex-
traordinary motion picture remem-
bering that miracle on ice.

It was not only a victory for one
hockey team over another, but for mil-
lions it symbolized the triumph of free-
dom over tyranny and seemed to be a
part of setting into motion in 1980 what
we would see with the collapse of So-
viet communism in 1991. It forced you
out of that, so in a very real sense,
Lake Placid is important in the history
of freedom as well as in the history of
sport. Indeed, countless Americans ac-
tually remember where we were in that
glorious moment.

Lake Placid’s contributions to inter-
national sports continue to this very
day. It’s the home of one of the U.S.
Olympic Committee’s three national
training centers and regularly hosts
international sports competitions,
bringing together athletes from across
the globe to celebrate the excellence of
sports.
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Perhaps above all, Mr. Speaker, Lake
Placid is an example of what a society
can accomplish. This small village in
New York with a population of less
than 2,700 not only is a venue for
grand-scale sporting events but also
welcomes over 2 million visitors every
year. This resolution recognizes Lake
Placid’s place in Olympic history, en-
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courages Americans to visit that vil-
lage’s state-of-the-art Olympic facili-
ties, and further encourages the U.S.
Olympic Committee to select Lake
Placid to represent the United States
in the future for the Olympic or Para-
Olympic games.

I commend my distinguished col-
league from New York again, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, and Mr. McHUGH, for in-
troducing this important resolution. I
urge its adoption.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
4 minutes to the distinguished
gentlelady from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND).

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. Speaker, I've
offered H. Res. 521 to celebrate Lake
Placid’s prominent place in Olympic
history. This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of the 1932 Olympic Games and
the beginning of Lake Placid’s storied
history in American hearts and minds.

In the midst of a worldwide depres-
sion, 252 athletes from 17 countries par-
ticipated in the 1932 Winter Olympic
Games held at Lake Placid. Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, whose home is just a
few hours south of Lake Placid in
Duchess County, officially opened the
third ever Winter Olympic Games and
the first one ever held in the Western
Hemisphere.

Despite fierce competition from
around the world, Lake Placid was
once again chosen to host the Winter
Olympic Games 48 years later, in 1980.
This time, 1,072 athletes from 37 na-
tions participated in the Games, and
the question, ‘“Do you believe in mir-
acles?”’ forever became ingrained in the
American consciousness. The American
hockey team’s victory over the Soviet
Union permanently linked Lake Placid
with one of the greatest triumphs, and
prideful moments, in American sports
history, with the ‘‘Miracle on Ice.”

Lake Placid, a small village in the
Adirondacks, is the only location in
North America to have hosted the Win-
ter Olympic Games more than once.
Their success is phenomenal, when one
considers that fewer than 2,700 resi-
dents live in the village.

I’'m so incredibly fortunate to rep-
resent the citizens of Lake Placid and
Essex County. Every year, Mayor
Jamie Rogers and the villagers of Lake
Placid welcome over 2.2 million visi-
tors from all 50 States and countries
all over the world. Lake Placid has
been one of my favorite vacation places
since I was a child, and I still enjoy
taking my son there every year.

I strongly encourage all Americans
to visit the state-of-the-art Olympic fa-
cilities in Essex County. The New York
State Olympic Regional Development
Authority, or ORDA, operates the var-
ious venues used in the 1932 and 1980
Olympic Games. Athletes from around
the world come to Lake Placid to train
and compete at these facilities, in addi-
tion to sports enthusiasts, young and
old.

In addition, Lake Placid is the home
of one of three U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee’s national training centers, an
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honor that allows upstate New York to
mold the next generation of gold medal
winners. The facilities at Lake Placid
allow every American to step into the
shoes of a professional athlete. It’s
thrilling to skate at the Herb Brooks
Arena where the miracle on ice took
place, or skate at the Olympic Speed
Skating Oval where America’s speed
skater, Eric Heiden, won an unprece-
dented five gold medals in 1980.

Visitors can try out the ski-jumping
complex or sharpen their bobsled and
luge skills. The beautiful Adirondack
Mountains offer cross-county or alpine
skiing on Whiteface Mountain, one of
the top resorts in all the Nation, all
with spectacular pristine views.

Lake Placid admirably hosted the
Olympic games twice in the past. I
hope the U.S. Olympic Committee will
consider having Lake Placid represent
the United States in a future bid for
the Winter Olympic Games.

I congratulate the Village of Lake
Placid as they celebrate the 75th anni-
versary of the 1932 Winter Olympic
Games. I thank everyone in the House
of Representatives for supporting this
resolution that honors Lake Placid’s
continued distinguished place in Amer-
ican Olympic history.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
the gentlelady from New York, Ms.
GILLIBRAND, in support of H. Res. 521, Cele-
brating the 75th Anniversary of the 1932 Win-
ter Olympic Games in Lake Placid, New York.
This was truly a great moment in the history
of sports. The beautiful Lake Placid-Wil-
mington region played host to athletes from
around the globe and the event put the USA
on the map of winter sports. The graceful Nor-
wegian figure skater Sonja Henie won the sec-
ond of her three gold medals. American speed
skater Jack Shea won two gold medals, a first
for Olympic competition. The United States
won 12 medals in all, the most in the competi-
tion. Ever since, the spirit and beauty of com-
petitive winter sports have remained on dis-
play in Lake Placid, which played host to the
United States’ memorable 1980 hockey victory
over the Soviet Union, and in countless skiing,
skating, sledding and other events. We can all
be proud of Lake Placid’s rich history.

Mr. PENCE. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SHERMAN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
SHERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 521.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

APPROVING RENEWAL OF IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED 1IN
THE BURMESE FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the joint
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