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Mr. HOBSON changed his vote from
“no’ to “‘aye.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
686, | was on official business outside the na-
tional Capitol region in my capacity as Chair-
man of the Veterans Affairs Committee.

Had | been present, | would have voted
yea.”

«,

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, | will be nec-
essarily absent from voting today as | will be
on official business in my district, hosting a
Cabinet Secretary.

Had | been present to vote, | would have
voted “aye” on the amendment offered by
Representatives LEWIS, WELCH and WELLER to
prevent CMS from making deep cuts in hos-
pital payments for one year.

As a former Board Member of Planned Par-
enthood Los Angeles, | would have voted “no”
on Representative PENCE’s amendment to pro-
hibit funds for Planned Parenthood.

| would have also voted for the bill's final
passage.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3074, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-242) on the
resolution (H. Res. 558) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3074)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related
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agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2116

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that my
name be removed as a cosponsor of
H.R. 2116, the Freight Rail Infrastruc-
ture Capacity Expansion Act of 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLISON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Oregon?

There was no objection.

——
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my good friend the majority leader for
the purpose of inquiring about next
week’s schedule.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

On Monday, the House will meet at
10:30 a.m. for morning business and
noon for legislative business, with
votes rolled until 6:30 p.m. In addition
to several bills under suspension of the
rules, and a list of these bills, of
course, will be announced by the end of
the week, we expect to begin consider-
ation of the fiscal year 2008 Transpor-
tation-HUD appropriations bill.

Let me reiterate that because that
will require a vote on the rule, there
will be a substantive, and perhaps more
substantive, votes on Monday. So
Members cannot be assured that there
will not be controversies on the floor
on Monday night. Usually we do only
suspension bills.

On Tuesday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for morning-hour business and 10
a.m. for legislative business. On
Wednesday and Thursday, the House
will meet at 10 a.m. On Friday, the
House will meet at 9 a.m. In addition
to completing consideration of the
Transportation-HUD bill, we have one
additional fiscal year 2008 appropria-
tions bill, the Commerce-Justice-
Science, as well as the farm program
reauthorization.

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for that information.

I notice there is no listing at this
point of an Iraq bill on next week’s
schedule. I also notice that FISA mod-
ernization has not been scheduled. I
wonder if the gentleman has any infor-
mation about the potential for either
of those two issues to be on the sched-
ule for next week.

Mr. HOYER. FISA legislation, as the
gentleman knows, is being worked on
by the Intelligence Committee now. I
don’t have a specific answer for you. I
am hopeful that we will perhaps be able
to address some very important issues
before we leave here.

On the other, I think it is possible
that we will have some legislation
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dealing with Iraq, but that decision has
not been made. Obviously, there is still
ongoing discussion both in the Senate
and in this body on that subject. But
whether there will be legislation next
week is still in discussion.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that and, of course, just to ask
when that decision is made, the
quicker we could be told what that de-
cision is and get a sense of the schedule
on that issue, the better.

Also, I have one question the gen-
tleman might have information on. In
the conference on the 9/11 bill earlier
this week, it appeared that the protec-
tion that the House had added for li-
ability in what was called the John
Doe action, where if you suggest some-
one you think is pursuing a dangerous
course of action, you turn them in,
then you are personally held liable, we
had some protections added to our bill
on that. I am told that the chairman of
the conference, a member of the other
body, has now said that he believes
those protections would be germane,
and if they are germane, we would hope
that we would continue to see an argu-
ment in favor of that. But I wonder if
the leader has any information on that.

Mr. HOYER. I tell my friend that I do
not have any immediate information
on that particular issue. I know the
issue, but where it is, I am not sure. So
I don’t have specific information on
that.

Mr. BLUNT. Let me ask one other
question about conferences, and that
would be unless this proceeds into
another area.

Mr. HOYER. I can say with respect to
conferences, we have every intent of
doing the 9/11 conference, as the gen-
tleman knows, and passing that before
we leave for the August break.

Mr. BLUNT. I would ask on con-
ferences, in a press report this week
there was a suggestion, as a matter of
fact, I think it was today, that the eth-
ics bill might come to the House under
an extraordinary procedure that didn’t
actually involve a conference. I think
the House changed its rules this year
to be much more stringent on requiring
a conference, and I am wondering if
that report has any merit to it that the
gentleman would be aware of.

Mr. HOYER. I understand press re-
ports, but there is no decision that has
been made on that.

Mr. BLUNT. I just would suggest to
the gentleman that we have changed
the rules in a way that, while that par-
ticular messaging between the two
Houses has seldom been used, I think it
is even harder to do in light of the
House rules changes, and we would
hope that these bills are done in con-
ference and, of course, hope they are
done in conference in accordance with
the rules that this Congress has pro-
posed for conferences.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will my
friend yield?

Mr. BLUNT. I would.

Mr. HOYER. We are very, very hope-
ful that the lobbying disclosure con-
ference can proceed. As the gentleman
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knows, we have not gotten clearance
on the other side to do so, so we are
very concerned about that. This House
passed the lobbying disclosure bill
overwhelmingly. Our view is it will
pass overwhelmingly in the Senate
when that happens. But, unfortunately,
it has not yet gone to conference.

I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for his comments. And I also under-
stand frustrations with the Senate
process as he does and hope that we
can work that out in a way that we go
through the regular process.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
JULY 23, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10:30 a.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE FORMER LIBERIAN REGIME
OF CHARLES TAYLOR—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110-
48)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency
and related measures dealing with the
former Liberian regime of Charles Tay-
lor are to continue in effect beyond
July 22, 2007.
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The actions and policies of former Li-
berian President Charles Taylor and
other persons, in particular their un-
lawful depletion of Liberian resources,
their trafficking of illegal arms, and
their formation of irregular militia,
continue to undermine Liberia’s transi-
tion to democracy and the orderly de-
velopment of its political, administra-
tive, and economic institutions and re-
sources. These actions and policies con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States. For these reasons, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with
respect to the former Liberian regime
of Charles Taylor.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 19, 2007.

———

CALLING FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF
THE TROOPS FROM IRAQ

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we have heard this week in
publicized reports of the activities that
are going on around the world with re-
spect to al Qaeda. The National Intel-
ligence Estimate has indicated pub-
licly, nonclassified information, that
this group is franchising. It means that
they are able to spread without leader-
ship around the world. And those who
have followed the Iraq war recognize
that it is a training ground for those
terrorists who would then leave and
spread their viciousness around the
world.

We heard this week Prime Minister
Maliki indicating that our soldiers
could leave. He ultimately said he was
misinterpreted. But, frankly, I believe,
Mr. Speaker, it is time for our soldiers
to be redeployed out of Iraq and that
an appropriate and directed decision
needs to move all of our soldiers home
to America.

[ 1830
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ELLISON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————

33RD ANNIVERSARY OF INVASION
OF CYPRUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today not only as a Member of this
body, but particularly as a member of
the House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and as cochair on the Congres-
sional Caucus on Hellenic Issues.

I stand before you today to recall an
anniversary that has racked the Cyp-
riot and Hellenic communities for the
past 33 years. Mr. Speaker, even
though the tragic events of the Turk-
ish invasion of Cyprus took place so
long ago, the pain and suffering of this
tragic occasion still ripples throughout
the Greek and Cypriot communities.

This anniversary is a time for Amer-
ica to solemnly remember the Turkish
military invasion of the Island of Cy-
prus, to mourn those who lost their
lives, and to condemn the continued
occupation.

On July 20, 1974, in blatant violation
of international law, Turkey violently
invaded Cyprus and captured the
northern part of the island. As a result
of the invasion, approximately 5,000
Cypriots were Kkilled and more than
1,400 Greek Cypriots, including four
Americans of Cypriot descent, are still
missing.

Since the invasion, Turkey has estab-
lished a heavily armed military occu-
pation that continues to control nearly
40 percent of Cyprus. Forced expulsions
of Greek Cypriots on the occupied land
have left more than 160,000 displaced
persons.

Another tragic result of this 33-year
occupation is the division of the Greek
and Turkish Cypriots who since have
forcibly left their homes. This cracking
of the Cypriot Nation is a crime
against society and the people of Cy-
prus that can only be resolved by end-
ing this occupation.

Since the invasion, international
governing bodies and human rights
groups have condemned Turkey’s fla-
grant abuse of international law and
violation of Cyprus’s national sov-
ereignty.

Mr. Speaker, 33 years is just too long.
The international community has
helped shepherd a peace process and
settlement that will unite the island,
its people, institutions and economy.
The United Nations Security Council,
the European Union and the United
States have all played key roles in try-
ing to bring a practical and fair resolu-
tion of this 33-year nightmare.

On the occasion of this anniversary,
America needs to take a long and hard
look at its own commitment toward
helping the Turkish Cypriot crisis
reach a lasting and enduring peace,
free from occupation, division and op-
pression.

As a new member of the European
Union, the Republic of Cyprus has
proven a committed and influential
partner in Europe. Despite having a
large portion of its land illegally occu-
pied, Cyprus’s successful social and
economic integration into the Euro-
pean Community is a testament to its
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