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attributable to human activity on this planet, 
has passed. America must lead the global ef-
fort with a national global warming policy. We 
can no longer sit and reap the benefits of fos-
sil fuels without mitigating the negative effects 
they are having on our planet and our way of 
life. We cannot, we must not, leave this one 
up to our children. 

It is now the moment in time when we must 
create a policy to address global warming. To 
that end, my good friend and colleague from 
Wisconsin, Mr. TOM PETRI, who was also 
present at the meeting this morning, have de-
veloped a comprehensive greenhouse gas 
emissions control bill. We introduced the Keep 
America Competitive Global Warming Act dur-
ing the 109th Congress and are currently mak-
ing minor changes to the legislation for reintro-
duction in the coming weeks. Our legislation 
will put our country on the path to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, while not jeopard-
izing American competitiveness, American 
jobs, and the American economy. 

The bill is an economy-wide, upstream, cap- 
and-trade policy that covers all greenhouse 
gas emissions. However, to provide some cer-
tainty to the economy, the bill provides for an 
unlimited number of additional ‘‘safety valve’’ 
allowances. This safety valve provision pro-
vides cost-certainty to industry and will help 
ensure that this policy will not result in eco-
nomic harm. We believe it is better to have a 
policy that works slowly yet surely rather than 
one that might prove economically unwork-
able. Many companies, including some who 
were present at this morning’s meeting, have 
expressed the need for a safety valve in any 
mandatory greenhouse emissions control leg-
islation. 

Some of the other key provisions of this leg-
islation include the creation of an Advanced 
Research Projects Agency at the Department 
of Energy to explore the truly out-of-the-box, 
high-risk, high-payoff research that will be nec-
essary if we are to get to a low or no carbon 
dioxide and greenhouse gas world. Techno-
logical advancement hold the key to the long- 
term solution of global warming. Our bill also 
includes resources for workers, entities and lo-
calities who may be negatively impacted by 
this policy. Also, Madam Speaker, to address 
concerns about American competitiveness, our 
legislation ensures that the United States will 
not be put at a competitive disadvantage rel-
ative to developing countries or countries not 
taking actions comparable to ours to stem 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Madam Speaker, the message we hear 
from scientists is clear, we must act imme-
diately to stop global warming. We must do 
so, however, in a responsible manner that 
does not cost American competitiveness and 
American jobs. Mr. PETRI will soon be reintro-
ducing our reasonable, certain, and efficient 
global warming legislation. Please join us in 
combating one the most pressing issues fac-
ing our country today. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 45 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SARBANES) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God Almighty, the floor of this 
Chamber, the courts of our land and 
the tribunals of peace, as well as the 
everyday decisions of corporate Amer-
ica, cannot live on megabytes, lest the 
hunger for true justice and holiness be-
come a famine covering the whole 
Earth. 

Help Your people to turn their atten-
tion to the deeper truths that will 
guide nations and unite peoples in com-
passion and respect for fully living in 
the present moment. 

Do not allow us to argue against the 
truth, rather, give us a proper sense of 
our own ignorance; never be ashamed 
to admit our mistakes, nor swim 
against the wide current of common 
sense. 

Never let us be the doormat for a fool 
or seek favor with the powerful. In-
stead, strengthen us to fight to the 
death for truth. For then You, Lord 
God, will fight on our side now and for-
ever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
DAVIS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MAKING ADOPTION TAX RELIEF 
PERMANENT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, I introduced a bill 
that will make permanent the $10,000 
adoption tax credit which is set to ex-
pire in 2010. 

As the father of an adopted son, as a 
former attorney handling adoptions, 
and as a member of the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption, I know first-
hand the challenges and rewards adop-
tion brings. 

The adoption process can be mentally 
and procedurally exhausting. Families 
should not be overwhelmed with finan-
cial burdens as well. We should offer 
incentives, not penalties, to those 
making this commitment. 

I am proud to sponsor this bill and 
pleased that 46 of our colleagues, in-
cluding Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman CHARLES RANGEL, have 
joined me as co-sponsors. This legisla-
tion is necessary to promote adoption 
and foster the creation of happy homes. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

PENSION-KILLING BILL FALLS 
SHORT 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House will consider legislation to kill 
the pensions of Members of Congress 
convicted of a felony. 

Amazingly, lawmakers who broke the 
law collect taxpayer-funded pensions 
after conviction. Rostenkowski col-
lects after mail fraud; Traficant col-
lects after corruption; Cunningham 
collects after bribery; and Ney collects 
after conspiracy. 

Today’s bill is a step forward, but 
blocks pensions for only four felonies: 
bribery, being a foreign agent, con-
spiracy to defraud, and perjury. The 
key story is what is missing. 

Our House leadership presented a 
bill, but banned an amendment that 
would add 17 public corruption felonies 
to the list. Under today’s unamended 
bill, Congressmen would still get a pen-
sion if convicted of income tax inva-
sion, wire fraud, intimidation to secure 
contributions, and racketeering. 
Speaker PELOSI voted for these tougher 
reforms in 1996, but appears to have 
changed her mind. 

Mr. Speaker, I will support the bill 
before the House because it is the re-
sult of reform-minded Members like me 
who brought it to the floor, but it does 
fall 17 felonies short of the reforms 
needed to fully clean up this House. 

f 

SHRINKING MILITARY IS GETTING 
BIGGER 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, disturbing 
news: the U.S. military is smaller in 
size than any time in the last 50 years 
and continues to shrink, according to 
USA Today. But those who apply are 
larger than ever. 

Only 1.4 million people wear the mili-
tary uniform; 95 percent of those are 
Reservists and National Guard troops. 
So the number of full-time military 
troops is small considering 300 million 
people live in the U.S. So why the 
shrinking military? One reason, more 
Americans do not qualify. To be in the 
best military in the world one must be 
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in good medical shape, but two-thirds 
of the 17- to 24-year-olds that volunteer 
are disqualified. The number one rea-
son? They are overweight. We have too 
many young people who are too big to 
join up. 

This Nation as a whole cannot con-
tinue to travel the ever-widening path 
of obesity because large people don’t 
fit into the military. As the size of the 
military unfortunately trims down, the 
waistline of those who apply continues 
to grow. 

Mr. Speaker, overweight kids have 
become a national security issue. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PENSION-KILLING BILL FALLS 
SHORT 

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
today that we are going to take up a 
bill to deny a Member who has been 
convicted of bribery their pension. 

Over a year ago, I introduced the 
first bill to deny a Member a pension 
when they have been convicted of a fel-
ony such as bribery. Two of my other 
Republican colleagues stood with me at 
that press conference and also sub-
mitted their own bills. It was actually 
brought up for a vote last May, and 
amazingly the Democratic leadership 
in total voted against denying pensions 
to Members of the House of Represent-
atives convicted of bribery, but yet we 
stand here today with a new Member 
introducing a bill that falls substan-
tially short. 

And, by the way, I am happy that 
this bill is coming to the floor. I really 
believe it has been the unified pressure 
of MARK STEVEN KIRK, JOHN SHADEGG, 
and myself for the last year, including 
the first day of the session this year, in 
coming to the House floor and saying 
we need this bill. That is the reason 
that it is here today, even though we 
are being denied our participation in 
that process. 

f 

RECALL DESIGNEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 22, 2007. 

Hon. KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, H–154, 

The Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM CLERK: Pursuant to House 

Concurrent Resolution 1, and also for pur-
poses of such concurrent resolutions of the 
current Congress as may contemplate my 
designation of Members to act in similar cir-
cumstances, I hereby designate Representa-
tive Steny Hoyer of Maryland to act jointly 
with the Majority Leader of the Senate or 
his designee, in the event of my death or in-
ability, to notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, of any re-
assembly under any such concurrent resolu-
tion. In the event of the death or inability of 
that designee, the alternate Members of the 
House listed in the letter bearing this date 

that I have placed with the Clerk are des-
ignated, in turn, for the same purposes. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY PELOSI, 

Speaker. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL MEN-
TORING MONTH 2007 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 29) sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National 
Mentoring Month 2007. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 29 

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding con-
cept in which a dependable adult provides 
guidance, support, and encouragement to fa-
cilitate a young person’s social, emotional, 
and cognitive development; 

Whereas high-quality mentoring promotes 
positive outcomes for young people, includ-
ing an increased sense of industry and com-
petency, a boost in academic performance 
and self-esteem, and improved social and 
communications skills; 

Whereas research on mentoring shows that 
participation in a high-quality mentoring re-
lationship successfully reduces the incidence 
of risky behavior, delinquency, absenteeism, 
and academic failure in young people; 

Whereas mentoring, in addition to being 
beneficial for those being mentored, is also 
extremely rewarding for those serving as 
mentors; 

Whereas quality programs that encourage 
young people to learn about mentoring and 
to become mentors, such as programs that 
recruit high school students to mentor 
younger children, are important and have 
the potential to create high-quality mentors 
at an early age; 

Whereas mentoring relationships have 
grown dramatically in the past 15 years, now 
reaching 3 million young Americans, because 
of the remarkable creativity, vigor, and re-
sourcefulness of the thousands of mentoring 
programs and millions of volunteer mentors 
in communities throughout the Nation; 

Whereas, in spite of the progress made to 
increase mentoring, our Nation has a serious 
‘‘mentoring gap,’’ with nearly 15 million 
young people currently in need of mentors; 

Whereas a recent study confirmed that one 
of the most critical challenges that men-
toring programs face is recruiting enough 
mentors to help close the mentoring gap; 

Whereas in December 2006, the President 
designated January 2007 as National Men-
toring Month to call attention to the critical 
role mentors play in helping young people 
realize their potential; 

Whereas the month-long celebration of 
mentoring will encourage more individuals 
and organizations, including schools, busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, faith insti-
tutions, and foundations, to become engaged 
in mentoring across our Nation; and 

Whereas National Mentoring Month will 
build awareness of mentoring and recruit 
more individuals to become mentors, thus 
helping close our Nation’s mentoring gap: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Mentoring Month; 

(2) acknowledges the diligent efforts of in-
dividuals and groups who promote mentoring 
and who are observing National Mentoring 
Month with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities to further promote awareness of and 
volunteer involvement with youth men-
toring; 

(3) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of caring adults and 
students who are already volunteering as 
mentors; and 

(4) encourages more adults and students to 
volunteer as mentors. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I request 5 legislative days during 
which Members may insert material 
relevant to House Resolution 29 into 
the RECORD and to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to honor 
those who make a difference in the 
lives of our young people across the 
United States. This January marks the 
National Mentoring Month 2007, a 
month-long event honoring those who 
are mentors. This event also draws at-
tention to the great need for additional 
volunteer mentors. 

As we know, Mr. Speaker, many of 
our children can become lost at an 
early age without a responsible adult 
to show them the way. Our children 
need to know that somebody older 
cares, and that is what mentoring is all 
about, showing our kids that we care. 
Unfortunately, many of our children do 
not have such an adult in their lives, 
and without a solid role model, the 
consequences for our children can be 
detrimental. 

Mr. Speaker, a third of those enter-
ing high school do not graduate and 
will face limited job prospects, accord-
ing to the Government Accountability 
Office. This alarming statistic I think 
would be lower if each one of these kids 
had a solid mentor to stress the impor-
tance of education. 

There is no substitute for a healthy 
relationship with an adult. A caring 
adult is one of the most important as-
pects of adolescent development. When 
a responsible and reliable adult be-
comes a mentor, the benefits to the 
mentee last a lifetime. 

Another aspect of mentoring some-
times that we overlook are the vast 
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