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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. SOLIS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 17, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable HILDA L. 
SOLIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in 
no event shall debate extend beyond 
9:50 a.m. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BLUMENAUER) at 10 a.m. 

PRAYER 

Dr. Billy F. Hudgins, Cross Creek 
Community Church, Hokes Bluff, Ala-
bama, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, our gratitude to You for being 
in this place, and hallowed by the pres-
ence, and we’re honored by the bless-
ings that You bestow upon us and upon 
those that will be represented by the 
ones in the room. 

Lord, our cry this morning is for 
Your wisdom. Our cry is for Your 
mercy, Your anointing so that the ones 
in this room may accomplish their 
task that’s been assigned to them 
today with insight far greater than 
their own ingenuity and other provi-
sions. 

Lord, give to this House a spirit of 
unity that supersedes personal preju-
dice or party pressures so that Your di-
vine purpose may be accomplished this 
day. 

Lord, for those precious men and 
women serving in Iraq and other dif-
ficult global assignments, or for those 
protecting us here at home, guide them 
with a sense that their task is Yours. 

And Lord, may the words of our 
mouth, the meditations of our heart be 
acceptable in Your sight, oh, Lord, our 
strength, our redeemer. 

Lord, we pray these things in that 
sweet name of Jesus, Your son. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed bills of the 
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. Con. Res. 27. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘National 
Purple Heart Recognition Day’’. 

S. Con. Res. 41. Concurrent resolution com-
mending the 1st Brigade Combat Team/34th 
Infantry Division of the Minnesota National 
Guard upon its completion of the longest 
continuous deployment of any United States 
military unit during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Executive Order 12131, as 
amended, the Chair reappoints the fol-
lowing Member to the President’s Ex-
port Council: 

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr. 
ENZI). 
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INTRODUCTION OF DR. BILLY 

FRANKLIN HUDGINS 

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize our guest chaplain, 
Dr. Billy Franklin Hudgins. Dr. 
Hudgins has served selflessly as a pas-
tor in Louisiana, South Carolina, and 
now in the district I represent in Ala-
bama where he’s the senior pastor of 
Cross Creek Community Church of 
Hokes Bluff, Alabama. 

In addition to pastoral work, Dr. 
Hudgins has also been very involved 
with both State and national church 
leadership organizations. Among the 
honors he’s received, he’s served as 
president of the Alabama Baptist Con-
vention Pastors Conference. He also 
served as trustee of the International 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Dr. Hudgins has been a teacher and a 
coach over the course of his career. He 
has spent 5 years as a bi-vocational 
pastor and 35 years in churches belong-
ing to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. If that wasn’t enough, at a time 
when others look toward retirement, at 
the age of 60, Dr. Bill Hudgins helped 
start the church he currently serves in 
Hokes Bluff. 

Dr. Hudgins is joined in Washington 
today by his wife, Connie, with whom 
he’ll be celebrating 46 years of mar-
riage in a matter of weeks. I’m honored 
to welcome Dr. Billy Hudgins as our 
guest here in the United States House 
of Representatives this morning as 
someone who is a servant and has spent 
his career as a follower of Jesus, and 
one who has helped others do the same 
along life’s way. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches. 

f 

TROOP WITHDRAWAL STRATEGY 

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, ending 
this tragic misadventure in Iraq is nec-
essary but insufficient. How and the 
means by which we end it is of even 
greater importance, both to the safety 
of our troops and to our overall stra-
tegic security. 

First, our troops. It took us 6 months 
to extract 6,000 troops out of Somalia 
after Blackhawk Down, and we in-
serted 17,000 personnel to guard the re-
treat. We have not only 160,000 troops 
in Iraq, but over 100,000 civilians. We 
must ensure their safety, and that will 
take approximately 1 year. 

Second, that time line of a year is ac-
tually the change in strategy that will 
ensure that we have an aftermath, if 
we pursue diplomacy with Iran and 

Syria, to bring about an unfailed state. 
Recently the intelligence community 
said Iran does not want a failed govern-
ment. Therefore, we must approach the 
end of this war with a strategic ap-
proach working with the Republicans. 
This is our country’s war, because the 
aftermath of its consequences are so 
great and it requires a strategic end. 

f 

MINNESOTA NATIONAL GUARD RE-
TURNS AFTER 16-MONTH DE-
PLOYMENT TO IRAQ 
(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the 2,600 men 
and women of the Minnesota National 
Guard who, after serving our country 
with great honor and courage, are re-
turning home from their 16-month de-
ployment to Iraq. 

Last Friday my friend and colleague, 
Congressman TIM WALZ, and I had the 
privilege of visiting Volk Field near 
Fort McCoy in Wisconsin and wel-
coming home soldiers from the 1st Bri-
gade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Divi-
sion, the famed ‘‘Red Bulls.’’ It was 
truly a memorable experience greeting 
these proud soldiers as they returned 
from the longest combat deployment of 
any Army brigade combat team in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. 

Minnesota’s ‘‘Red Bulls’’ escorted 
supply convoys and traveled 2.4 million 
miles in Iraq. Other members of the 
BCT provided essential security to U.S. 
bases throughout the country. 

Speaking with the fine men and 
women of the ‘‘Red Bulls’’ as they 
stepped off the plane and smelled that 
clean, fresh air and stepped on Amer-
ican soil, it became clear that these 
soldiers are justifiably proud of their 
accomplishments. The great State of 
Minnesota and all Americans can be 
proud as well. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT CAUSOR, JR. 
(Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Robert 
Causor, Jr., a paratrooper rifleman 
with the 82nd Airborne Division who 
was killed July 7 by a homemade bomb 
in Samarra, Iraq. 

Robert was born and grew up in San 
Jose, California. Since childhood, he 
dreamed of being a soldier, and after 
graduating from Overfelt High School 
he enlisted to serve in Iraq. Despite 
worries from his family, Robert was de-
termined to fulfill his lifelong dream. 

To Robert, service in the military 
was a way to repay his country for the 
successes of his family. He came from a 
close family, one of 26 cousins who 
lived in San Jose for over three dec-
ades. 

On behalf of California’s 16th Con-
gressional District, I offer Robert’s 

family our deepest condolences as they 
deal with this painful loss. He will be 
decorated with many honors, including 
a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart, but 
today our thoughts and our prayers are 
with his parents, the rest of his family 
and his friends. 

f 

CONTINUING TO FIGHT 
TERRORISM ACROSS THE WORLD 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues that we are engaged in what 
truly is a global war on terrorism. The 
war in which we are fighting does not 
have borders. It is not contained to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Again last week 
the United Kingdom reported that up 
to eight police officers and several pub-
lic officials were uncovered with ties to 
extremist groups, including al Qaeda, 
who may have also attended terror 
training camps in Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan. 

Everyone should be concerned about 
the recent series of suicide bombings in 
northwest Pakistan. Al Qaeda has es-
tablished safe havens in the border 
areas of Pakistan, a nuclear armed na-
tion. The tribal area of North 
Waziristan announced on Sunday that 
they are ending a 10-month ceasefire 
with the government. These terrorist 
attacks follow last week’s mass murder 
of police officers in Algeria, and the be-
heading of 10 Army personnel in the 
Philippines. Americans must face the 
threat that modern civilization is 
under attack worldwide. 

I am proud of our brave men and 
women in uniform who fight daily to 
ensure that American families are pro-
tected. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we’ll never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

COST OF THE WAR IN IRAQ 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
the war in Iraq has cost, as of last 
week, every man, woman and child in 
my district, New York’s 19th district, 
$3,077. Now, for that $3,077, the men, 
women and children of my district 
have paid for a war that was a stra-
tegic mistake and has been horribly 
mismanaged. 

In the latest example, USA Today re-
vealed that the Pentagon has been even 
slower than we thought in providing 
safer vehicles for our troops. According 
to e-mails within the Pentagon, a Ma-
rine general in Iraq requested MRAPs, 
mine resistant ambush protected vehi-
cles, as far back as December 2003. 
These vehicles offer the best protection 
from IEDs for our troops. The number 
one killer of troops in Iraq are IEDs. 
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