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from executed prisoners who are thrown in
prison with no trial or sentencing procedures.

Imagine a country which maintains an ex-
tensive system of gulags—slave labor camps,
also known as the “laogai”—as large as ex-
isted in the former Soviet Union that are used
for brainwashing and ‘“reeducation through
labor.”

Sadly, none of this is imaginary. Such a na-
tion exists. It is the People’s Republic of
China.

Sadly, too, that’s just part of the list of egre-
gious actions.

In 2006, the Chinese government arrested
651 Christians that we know of. Currently,
China has 6 Catholic bishops in jail and an-
other 9 under house arrest. Renowned human
rights advocate Rebiya Kadeer has watched
from exile as the Chinese government arrests
and beats her family members in her home-
land.

Late last year, western mountain climbers
captured on videotape a horrifying scene: Chi-
nese police shooting from their North Face
tents at a group of Tibetan refugees crossing
Nangpa Pass. A 17-year-old Buddhist nun
was killed and several others were wounded.

There are some who assert that human
rights are something that should come once
stability has been attained. They say that pro-
tection of human rights comes second to at-
taining economic power and wealth. We must
reject that notion.

During the debate over granting China per-
manent normal trade relations status, pro-
ponents argued that economic liberalization
would lead to political liberalization in China,
that exposing China to the West's ideas and
values would lead them to play a more con-
structive role in the international community,
and that the U.S. and other industrialized na-
tions could influence China through economic
activity to better respect the rights of its citi-
zens to fundamental human rights and the un-
fettered practice of their faith.

Instead, we have seen why the protection of
basic liberties should not come second to eco-
nomic growth. The China of today is worse
than the China of yesterday, or of last year, or
of the last decade. China is not progressing.
It is regressing. It is more violent, more re-
pressive, and more resistant to democratic
values than it was before we opened our ports
to freely accept Chinese products.

And now, in addition to all of the horrible
things the Chinese government does to its
own citizens, it does to other countries’ citi-
zens as well. It poisons children in Panama,
the Dominican Republic, and Australia, with
toothpaste containing an industrial solvent and
prime ingredient in some antifreeze. This
toothpaste was marketed under the brand
name “Mr. Cool.”

Some 1.5 million wooden toys in the Thom-
as the Tank Engine line of children’s trains
were recalled after manufacturers discovered
that the Chinese-made toys were slathered in
lead-based paint, a substance that is toxic if
swallowed.

China continues to send American con-
sumers adulterated and mislabeled food prod-
ucts, including prunes tinted with chemical
dyes, dried apples preserved with a cancer-
causing chemical, scallops and sardines coat-
ed with putrefying bacteria, and mushrooms
laced with illegal pesticides.

Food and Drug Administration inspectors
who traveled across the world to investigate
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the recent mass poisoning of U.S. pets stem-
ming from tainted pet food from China arrived
at two suspected Chinese factories, only to
find the factories had been cleaned out and all
equipment dismantled.

On June 28, the FDA banned the import of
five types of farm-raised shrimp and fish from
China because they are so contaminated from
unsafe drugs in China’s polluted waterways.

A recent NPR story described how garlic
from China outsold garlic grown in California
for the first time last year. China began dump-
ing garlic at U.S. ports below cost in the
1990s. Hefty tariffs kept the garlic imports at
bay for a few years, but since 2001, imports
of Chinese garlic have increased fifteen-fold.

Several Fourth of July celebrations in my
district, including in my hometown of Vienna,
VA, included malfunctioning fireworks that in-
jured 11 people, including children and an in-
fant. These fireworks came from China.

Some 450,000 imported tires were recalled
from Foreign Tire Sales after it was discov-
ered that the Chinese-made tires were sold
without a critical safety feature that prevents
the tread from separating from the tire. A
blown tire can cause the driver of the vehicle
to lose control of his or her car and crash.

China is one of the world’s leading pro-
ducers of unlicensed copies of goods ranging
from movies and designer clothes to sporting
goods and medications. According to the Mo-
tion Picture Association of America, 93 per-
cent of DVDs sold in China are unlicensed
copies. The MPAA, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and other industry groups say that
despite stricter Chinese enforcement, product
piracy is growing amid China’s booming eco-
nomic expansion.

China is building a new coal-fired power
plant every week and within a year will be the
biggest source in the world of greenhouse
gases. It is building factories and infrastructure
all over the developing world, but we have no
solid data on China’s plans or programs. A re-
cent editorial in The Washington Post reported
that World Bank experts estimate that toxic air
and water in China kil some 710,000 to
760,000 Chinese each year.

During a recent visit to Sudan, Chinese
President Hu Jintao promised to build a new
palace for the Sudanese president, Omar al-
Bashir, despite Bashir's role in orchestrating
the ongoing genocide in Sudan’s Darfur re-
gion. This is in addition to the recent Amnesty
International report that China is selling weap-
ons to the Sudanese government, which are
then being used to kill and maim innocent ci-
vilians in Darfur.

China bullies neighboring Taiwan, repeat-
edly threatening to launch missiles from the
mainland for Taiwan’s refusal to accept Chi-
na’s claims of sovereignty over the democrat-
ically governed territory.

And despite all of these abhorrent acts,
China was still awarded the honor of hosting
the 2008 Olympics. The Olympic Games: an
event designed to lift up “the educational
value of good example and respect for uni-
versal fundamental ethical principles,” accord-
ing to its own charter. Does China’s behavior
sound like a “good example” to the rest of the
world? Or that it is reflecting “fundamental eth-
ical principles” that all nations should aspire
to?

Amnesty International reports that the Chi-
nese government is rounding up people in the
streets of Beijing that might “threaten stability”
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during the Olympic Games, and is detaining
them without trial. Human Rights Watch re-
ports that the Chinese government is tight-
ening restrictions on domestic and foreign
media, in an effort to control what information
leaks out about China’s repressive and violent
nature during coverage of the Olympics.

China has even gone so far as to claim it
will “force rain” in the days leading up to the
Olympics, in order to have clear skies for the
Games. They intend to fire rocket shells con-
taining sticks of silver iodide into Beijing’s
skies, provoking a chemical reaction that will
force rain—despite mixed reviews on the
soundness of this science.

China’s desperation to conceal its true char-
acter leading up to the Games smacks of the
Nazi bid for the Olympic Games. Analysts are
likening the 2008 Beijing Olympics to the 1936
Olympics, in which Nazi Germany soft-pedaled
its anti-Semitic agenda and plans for territorial
expansion, fooling the international community
with an image of a peaceful, tolerant Germany
under the guise of the Olympic Games.

Like the Nazi regime in 1936 Berlin, the Chi-
nese government is preparing for the Olym-
pics by hiring U.S. firms to handle public rela-
tions and marketing for the 2008 Beijing Olym-
pics.

Where is the outrage over China’s unac-
ceptable behavior? The facts are before us.
The United States can no longer say that
things are improving in China.

But China would have America and the
world believe that is the case. China has hired
a number of large lobbying firms in Wash-
ington, DC to push China’s agenda with the
U.S. government. Documents from the Depart-
ment of Justice show these lobbyists as hav-
ing a significant presence on Capitol Hill, in-
cluding almost 200 meetings with Member of-
fices between July 1, 2005 and December 31,
2006.

America must be a country that stands up
for basic decency and human rights. America
must speak out on behalf of those who cannot
speak for themselves—men and women who
are being persecuted for their religious or po-
litical beliefs. Our foreign policy must be a pol-
icy that helps promote human rights and free-
dom. Not a policy that sides with dictators who
oppress their own citizens.

Next time you make a purchase, and you
see the words “Made in China,” think of the
poisoned toothpaste, the contaminated food,
the polluted waterways and airspace, the ex-
ploding tires, malfunctioning fireworks, the
human rights abuses, and the intimidation of
religious leaders. Remember that China poses
a threat not only to its own citizens, but to the
entire world.

American businesses have an opportunity to
capitalize on China’s failure to protect the
safety of its food exports. American busi-
nesses should seize this opportunity by re-
claiming their place in the global market. The
United States government and American con-
sumers must be vigilant about protecting the
values that we hold dear.

——
IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during
morning-hour debate for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I am
here to discuss why past efforts to stop
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illegal immigration into our country
have failed.

Over the past several decades, immi-
gration policy in our country has been
somewhat confused and unfocused to
the point that there is widespread and
deepening concern that our current
policies regarding immigration are not
working. Poorly designed policies and
weak enforcement of immigration laws
have led to disturbing vulnerabilities
in this country to our security, and the
millions of illegal immigrants cur-
rently in our country continue to belit-
tle the naturalization process.

From a national security perspective,
preventing illegal entry and reducing
those individuals illegally present in
the United States is an imperative. An
uncontrolled immigration system en-
courages the circumvention of immi-
gration laws and is a clear invitation
to those who wish to take advantage of
our openness to cause this Nation
harm.

Congress and the President must
take credible steps to reduce illegal
immigration. Federal, State and local
law enforcement must be allowed to
enforce existing immigration law. But
because of the current lack of enforce-
ment, the illegal population in the
United States will continue to grow,
the burden on local communities will
increase, the stresses on civil society
will become greater, and border secu-
rity will become more expensive while
remaining just as ineffective. Further-
more, this failure to enforce our immi-
gration laws is tremendously unfair to
the millions who obeyed the law and
went through the rewarding process of
obtaining legal citizenship.

Most individuals and families that
immigrate to the United States,
whether legally or illegally, come seek-
ing economic opportunity. We respect
that. However, unlike previous genera-
tions, a generous welfare, education
and health system with generous eligi-
bility draws a disproportionate rate of
poor and low-skilled illegal immigrants
to the United States. These thousands
of low-skilled immigrants that pour
into our country illegally each year
drain precious resources from Federal,
State and local governments.

In my State as in other States, they
need temporary workers. I understand
that. A balanced and well-constructed
temporary worker program should di-
minish the incentives for illegal immi-
gration by providing an additional op-
tion for legal temporary labor and, in
combination with other reforms, re-
duce over time the current population
of illegal aliens. This would foster bet-
ter national security and serve a grow-
ing economy. Such a temporary worker
program would be a valuable compo-
nent of a comprehensive immigration
reform proposal. I recognize that.

Nevertheless, my colleagues, enthu-
siasm for such a program in theory
must be moderated by serious concerns
not only about the failures of such pro-
grams in our past attempts and in
other countries, but also regarding how
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a new program would likely be imple-
mented and operate in practice. An ill-
defined and poorly constructed tem-
porary worker program would make
the current problems of immigration
policy unfortunately even worse.

In the mid 1980s, Congress advocated
amnesty for long-settled illegal immi-
grants and considered it reasonable to
adjust the status of what was then a
relatively small population of illegal
aliens. In exchange for allowing aliens
to stay, border security and enforce-
ment of immigration laws would be
greatly strengthened, in particular
through sanctions against employers
who hired these illegal immigrants.

However, the Immigration Reform
and Control Act of 1986, did not solve
our illegal immigration problem. In-
deed, the lessons of that policy experi-
ment are clear. From the very start,
there was widespread document fraud
by applicants. TUnsurprisingly, the
number of people applying for amnesty
far exceeded projections, and there
proved to be a failure of political will
in enforcing new laws against employ-
ers.

Two decades later, the Senate pro-
posed another bill specifically designed
to allow the overwhelming majority of
illegal immigrants to legally live and
work in the United States from day
one and eventually to become perma-
nent residents and then citizens. This
was a form of amnesty and that is why
it failed.

Securing a future where America’s
borders are no longer porous, its laws
are respected, and illegal labor is re-
placed by legal workers and legal im-
migrants is an achievable objective
that we can accomplish. More than any
other nation in history, our country
and its system of equal justice and eco-
nomic freedom beckons not only the
downtrodden and the persecuted but
also those who seek opportunity and a
better future for themselves and their
families. But by allowing millions of il-
legal immigrants to remain in the
United States without providing any
new significant security guarantees at
the border is unacceptable.

We must control our borders first,
then enforce the rules and regulations
at the border with more security bor-
der guards. Only after that is done
should we look at a policy concerning
the illegal immigrants in this country.
That is what the American people
want.

Secure our borders now, Madam
Speaker.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 44
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia) at 2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of power and might, this
Nation stands before You with a con-
trite heart, seeking Your holy will.

Bless this House of Representatives
in their work of fashioning laws that
will bind Your people together in social
concord and lasting values.

Lord, drive out demons of doubt and
despair. Replace manipulation and cyn-
icism with the renewed Spirit of faith
and freedom, that all citizens of this
country may participate actively in
working to achieve and maintain the
common good, always calling upon
Your holy name, now and forever.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HINOJOSA led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

———

MURDER OF JOURNALISTS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in the last
few years, 30 foreign journalists have
been murdered in a country torn by
war. Violence against reporters is so
severe that one American journalist
has recently fled back to the United
States. The would-be assassins have re-
portedly even be hired to come to
America to track these reporters down.

Madam Speaker, I'm not talking
about violent Iraq. I am talking about
the murder of reporters in Mexico, sec-
ond highest murder rate in the world
for reporters, next to Iraq.

One of the vicious violent drug car-
tels, the Zetas, made up of former
Mexican military officers, are tar-
geting journalists who report on their
drug activities. Now these dope dealing
thugs claim they will just come to the
United States, because of our porous
borders, and kill these journalists.
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