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pursue the kinds of careers that many
of them perhaps dreamed of because,
unfortunately, they have found them-
selves in this war in Iraq.

Many of these soldiers are very patri-
otic. When their President told them
that we were in danger, that we were at
risk, that somehow Saddam Hussein
was responsible for weapons of mass de-
struction and 9/11, they eagerly and
gladly signed up to go to war to defend
their country, only to learn that there
were no weapons of mass destruction.

We say this over and over again. But
the American people and we all must
be reminded that many folks supported
the President. Many of the Members of
Congress supported the President be-
cause they believed the President.
They believed him when he said that he
had to wage this war on terrorism be-
cause we were at risk and Saddam Hus-
sein was responsible for 9/11.

So here we are. No weapons of mass
destruction. We have destabilized Iraq.
There is a civil war that is going on.
Many of us were in denial about the
civil war even though we watched it de-
veloping. We watched the Sunnis and
the Shias and the Kurds begin to turn
on each other and to fight each other.
We watched the militias grow. We
watched as this country has simply
been torn apart.

Mr. Speaker and Members, we are
now at a point in time where the Amer-
ican people are sick and tired of this
war. The polls show it. They are not
happy, certainly, with the President of
the United States. But they are even
less happy with the Congress of the
United States.

I am a Democrat. The people of my
party thought they voted for us to
come here in November and end this
war. While many of us would like very
much to end the war, we still have
some Members who are not so sure.
They don’t quite have the courage yet.
They don’t want to be thought of as
unpatriotic. They don’t want to be
thought of as pulling the rug out from
under the soldiers. But the American
people will not tolerate this war much
longer. They have said so in so many
ways.

I am just hopeful, I am just hopeful
that we will gather the courage that is
needed and step up to the plate and let
this President know there will be no
more dollars, no more dollars appro-
priated by this Congress to continue
this war in Iraq.

Now, I know a lot of people, and a lot
of Members of this House don’t want to
go there yet. They are trying to say ev-
erything that they can possibly say in
so many ways to let the President
know that we should get out, that
there should be a time certain. But
they are not yet ready to talk about
defunding this war.

Well, I stand here proudly this
evening as one person, one Member of
Congress, elected by the people of the
35th Congressional District. I am pre-
pared to defund this war. I do not think
we should spend another dime on this
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war that has destabilized Iraq. We have
those who talk about the fact that, and
the President of the United States has
said, we must stay there until we train
the soldiers in Iraq to provide the secu-
rity for Iraq. That is laughable. Not
only have we misled the people about
the numbers that we were training in
Iraq, the soldiers, many of whom that
we have trained, have turned on our
soldiers, have undermined them at the
point of contact and confrontation. So
I simply say this evening, we have to
get out of this war.

———

STATEMENT ON LIBBY COMMUTA-
TION AND PARDON FOR FORMER
BORDER PATROL AGENTS
RAMOS AND COMPEAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, many Americans are outraged
by the President’s decision to commute
the sentence of White House aide
Scooter Libby, while at the same time,
he refuses to pardon former Border
Agents Ramos and Compean.

Scooter Libby, an attorney who un-
derstands the laws of this country and
should know right from wrong, was
convicted of perjury, obstruction of
justice, and lying to investigators. Mr.
Libby, who should have served his sen-
tence, did not spend 1 day in prison.
Yet, two Border Patrol agents with ex-
emplary records, who tried their best
to do their duty to protect the Amer-
ican people from an illegal alien drug
smuggler, are serving 11 and 12 years in
prison today.

Today is the agents’ 176th day in Fed-
eral prison. Two heroes sit behind bars
while a guilty man walks free. Again, I
say, where is the justice? By attempt-
ing to apprehend a Mexican drug smug-
gler who brought 743 pounds of mari-
juana across our borders, these agents
were enforcing our laws, not breaking
them. For almost a year, thousands of
American citizens and dozens of Mem-
bers of Congress have asked President
Bush to pardon these agents. The
President repeatedly responds that
there is a pardon ‘‘process’ and ‘‘a se-
ries of steps’ to be taken by the Jus-
tice Department, ‘“‘to make a rec-
ommendation as to whether or not a
President grants a pardon.” Yet, Mr.
Speaker, the President did not consult
the Justice Department in Mr. Libby’s
case.

Mr. President, if there is a process,
why did this process not matter when
you commuted Mr. Libby’s sentence?

The President has the power to im-
mediately pardon agents Ramos and
Compean, two heroes who were un-
justly prosecuted for doing their job to
protect our border. I have written the
President and called on him to correct
a true injustice by using his executive
authority to immediately pardon these
men.
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Mr. Speaker, I will submit for the
RECORD the entire text of the letter
that I have written to the President.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man JOHN CONYERS, who I am sure at
some point in time will hold a hearing
to thoroughly review the prosecution
of these agents. Tonight, I especially
want to thank Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, who has shared my concerns
about the unfairness of this prosecu-
tion. I am extremely pleased that she
will be presiding over a Senate hearing
next Tuesday to examine the details of
this case. There are many questions
and concerns about the actions of the
U.S. Attorney in this case that need to
be answered. I am hopeful that justice
will soon prevail for these two men.

Mr. Speaker, before I close, I want to
say to the families of Border Patrol
Agents Ramos and Compean that this
House of Representatives will not for-
get your loved ones. We will not forget
that an injustice has prevailed. We will
seek justice for your husbands and
your fathers and your relatives. I hope
and pray that the President himself
will pray about this and grant to these
two men justice instead of injustice.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the letter referred to earlier.

JULY 3, 2007.
Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
The White House, Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: In light of your re-
cent commutation of I. Lewis ‘‘Scooter”
Libby’s prison sentence, I am writing to ex-
press my deep disappointment that U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agents Ignacio Ramos and Jose
Compean remain unjustly incarcerated for
wounding a Mexican drug smuggler who
brought 743 pounds of marijuana across our
border.

While you have spared Mr. Libby from
serving even one day of his ‘‘excessive’ 30-
month prison term, agents Ramos and
Compean have already served 167 days of
their 11- and 12-year prison sentences. By at-
tempting to apprehend an illegal alien drug
smuggler, these agents were enforcing our
laws, not breaking them.

Mr. President, it is now time to listen to
the American people and Members of Con-
gress who have called upon you to pardon
these agents. By granting immunity and free
health care to an illegal alien drug trafficker
and allowing our law enforcement officers to
languish in prison—our government has told
its citizens, and the world, that it does not
care about protecting our borders or enforc-
ing our laws.

I urge you to correct a true injustice by
immediately pardoning these two law en-
forcement officers.

Sincerely,
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

———

STOP THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ
NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush delivered a speech in Cleve-
land yesterday in which he said that
““Congress ought to wait.”” That is what
he said; Congress ought to wait for
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General Petraeus and his report on the
surge in September before deciding
what to do about Iraq.

When I heard that remark, I thought
to myself, I wonder what the President
would like us to do while we are wait-
ing? Does he think we should take up
knitting? Should we empty out our
committee rooms and use them for
ballroom dancing lessons? Should we
have a sign on the door of the House of

Representatives that says, ‘‘Gone
Fishin’?
The President’s remark was, of

course, outrageous. The American peo-
ple did not send us to Washington to
wait and to do nothing. They sent us
here to take action, to end the occupa-
tion of Iraq, and that is what we must
do.

We cannot wait, because American
troops continue to die. More than 600
have died since the troop surge began
last winter.

We cannot wait, because at least
13,500 Iraqi civilians have died since the
escalation began, and that is according
to very conservative estimates.

We cannot wait, because the war is
costing a staggering $10 billion every
single month, more than $60 billion
since the escalation began.

We cannot wait, because the violence
in Iraq is forcing tens of thousands of
new refugees to flee their homes every
single month.

And we cannot wait, because the es-
calation has only escalated the vio-
lence. April, May and June produced
more American military deaths than
any other 3-month period since the war
began in Iraq.

Instead of telling the Congress to
wait, the administration should be say-
ing to the Iraqi government, stop wait-
ing. Stop waiting, and start working on
the political solutions to Iraq’s prob-
lems. Our troops have done their part,
but the Iraqi government has been ei-
ther unwilling or unable to do its part,
and our leaders seem to refuse to hold
them accountable.

So we cannot allow the administra-
tion to sing that old tune, ‘“See You in
September,”” because the American
people have made it clear: They want
this occupation to end, and since the
administration won’t do it, then Con-
gress must.

The House will consider a troop rede-
ployment bill this week. I introduced a
bill, H.R. 508, way back in January
when the escalation first began, to end
the occupation. H.R. 508 calls for fully
funding the safe, orderly and respon-
sible withdrawal and redeployment of
our troops within 6 months, and it
guarantees full funding for the
healthcare needs of our veterans.

The bill also includes provisions to
help the Iraqi people get back on their
feet, maintain stability and prevent a
worsening of the civil war. It would ac-
celerate multinational assistance to
Iraq for reconstruction and reconcili-
ation in that shattered land. And be-
cause our involvement in Iraq has
taught us that we must take a new ap-
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proach to foreign policy, my bill abso-
lutely rejects preemptive war, which
clearly doesn’t work. Instead, it calls
for diplomatic efforts to help Iraq and
help its neighbors to achieve political,
not military, solutions to regional
problems.

Mr. Speaker, the administration has
abrogated its responsibilities, and Con-
gress has waited in the wings too long.
Now it is time for us to take the stage
of history and put America on a new
and better course. It is past time to
bring our troops home.

————
0 2115

MEETING THE ENERGY NEEDS OF
AMERICA IN A COMPREHENSIVE
WAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I rise tonight to call the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Congress, the admin-
istration, this country, to action.

Just this month, the price of oil hit
$75 per barrel, and it seems that the
proverbial, ‘“While Nero fiddles, Rome
burns,” in this case it is, ‘““While Con-
gress fiddles, prices at the pump con-
tinue to escalate,” with a tremendous
consequence to the consumers across
America.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we address
the energy policy, the energy needs of
this country, in a comprehensive way.
And although we have tried that on a
number of occasions, it seems to me
that our efforts have been less than
what is required and need dramatic
attention.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, tonight I call
for a broad approach for what we do to
reduce the price at the pump, and
clearly conservation is a component of
that. We need as a country to make
certain that we have policies in place
that encourage conservation, that we
do not waste energy. And in fact this
week I will cosponsor legislation that
establishes CAFE standards to try to
improve the efficiency of our auto-
mobile fleet done in a way, Mr. Speak-
er, that is satisfactory, provides com-
mon sense and good scientific basis for
the direction we need to go, something
that is not unreasonable but is work-
able for the automobile industry and
for the consumer.

Clearly, renewable fuels is an impor-
tant component. We in Kansas have a
lot to offer when it comes to renewable
fuels, particularly as we have moved in
the direction of ethanol and biodiesel.
But I call for greater action, particu-
larly in the area of cellulosic renew-
able fuels, cellulosic ethanol in which
we can utilize the waste product of ag-
riculture to meet our country’s energy
needs and not compete with the food
supply and the use of corn, for exam-
ple, to feed livestock.

Renewable fuels matter greatly to
rural America, but they matter greatly
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across the country. It is about jobs in
rural communities and about utiliza-
tion of our agricultural production,
and it is about the environment, and it
is about trying to do something about
the tremendous burden we face in im-
porting oil.

Mr. Speaker, I also propose that we
encourage greater exploration and pro-
duction. Too often in this country we
have an attitude that says we cannot
drill and explore in our backyard, and
yet we complain about the price of
fuel. The opportunity continues to
exist in this country to explore and
find greater oil and natural gas and
utilize our reserves. It also is an oppor-
tunity for us to pursue other sources of
energy such as clean coal technologies
and nuclear power. Again, we take so
many things off the table and then
complain that we can’t afford the
price.

Finally, I ask that we pursue once
again increasing our refining capacity.
The last refinery in this country was
built in 1976. In Kansas in the 1980s we
had 14 refineries in our State. Today
we have three, and one of those three
was closed because of flood waters. The
consequence was a 14-15 cent increase
in the price of gasoline per gallon.

It is time that we develop the capac-
ity to meet the consumers’ needs. Mr.
Speaker, just last year in 2006 we spent
$218 billion in purchasing oil from
countries abroad, countries whose po-
litical circumstances are volatile,
countries who have joined together to
make certain that they control the
supply and increase the price, and yet
it seems we do nothing to reduce our
dependence on foreign oil.

It is clear to me that our national se-
curity is harmed by our policy, or lack
of policy. It is clear to me that the eco-
nomic consequences of our failure, of
our fiddling while Rome burns is dra-
matic.

Mr. Speaker, again I ask the leader-
ship of this House to pursue policies of
a broad, comprehensive approach to re-
ducing our dependence upon foreign oil
and making a difference for the con-
sumer in the United States, improving
our economy, and increasing our na-
tional security.

———

WHITEWASH FROM THE WHITE
HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
President intends to stay the course in
Iraq. His latest quote is we might be
able to bring soldiers home ‘in
awhile,” and the White House is circu-
lating a memo that they see progress.
This is another whitewash from the
White House.

When they talk about progress in
Iraq, remember they misled us before.
CNN Larry King Live, May 30, 2005, the
vice president said: I think they’re in
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