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COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-

ORABLE STEVE CHABOT, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable STEVE 
CHABOT, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 17, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify 
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I 
have been served with three subpoenas, 
issued by the Municipal Court of Hamilton 
County, Ohio, for testimony in criminal 
cases. 

I do not appear to have any relevant or 
material testimony to offer, and the parties 
who issued the subpoenas have declined to 
inform me what testimony they seek from 
me. Accordingly, after consultation with the 
Office of General Counsel, I have determined 
that compliance with the subpoenas is incon-
sistent with the precedents and privileges of 
the House. 

Sincerely, 
STEVE CHABOT, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
TERRORISTS WHO THREATEN TO 
DISRUPT THE MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE PROCESS—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 110– 
8) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to foreign terror-
ists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process is to continue in ef-
fect beyond January 23, 2007. The most 
recent notice continuing this emer-
gency was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 20, 2006 (71 FR 3407). 

The crisis with respect to the grave 
acts of violence committed by foreign 
terrorists that disrupt the Middle East 
peace process and that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on 
January 23, 1995, as expanded on Au-
gust 20, 1998, has not been resolved. 
Terrorist groups continue to engage in 
activities that have the purpose or ef-

fect of threatening the Middle East 
peace process and that are hostile to 
United States interests in the region. 
Such actions constitute an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to foreign 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the 
Middle East peace process and to main-
tain in force the economic sanctions 
against them to respond to this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 18, 2007. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of 
today, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REPEATING THE MISTAKES OF 
VIETNAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, you 
have been doing a wonderful job up 
there today. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today for the 
180th time in the last few years to chal-
lenge the Congress and the President 
to end the destructive, violent, sense-
less military occupation of Iraq. 

A generation ago, Madam Speaker, 
Democratic and Republican Presidents 
alike entangled the Nation in a foolish 
and unnecessary war. Even after a dec-
ade, and thousands upon thousands of 
American casualties in the jungles of 
Vietnam, our leaders could not bring 
themselves to publicly admit what 
most Americans knew; that the United 
States was asking its youngest and 
bravest to risk life and limb on an 
unwinnable mission. 

Today, our President is repeating 
this American tragedy. President Bush 
said that his goal is to win in Iraq. But 
he has offered no clear idea of what he 
means by this or how it is achieved. He 
just knows he doesn’t want to lose. 

The bipartisan Iraq Study Group con-
cluded that the United States cannot 
win in Iraq; that the only question is 
how best to exit. Iraq is mired in a civil 
war, and even though we helped ignite 
it, we have very little influence on its 
outcome. You can’t expect American 
soldiers as brave, as intelligent, and 
honorable as they are to solve a reli-
gious and sectarian conflict that 
stretches back centuries. 

Whether we stay or leave, the Iraqis 
will be the ones to decide their own 

fate. Yet President Bush is sending 
20,000 more American lives into mortal 
danger, and spending $100 million a day 
just to avoid the humiliation of admit-
ting that his policy has been fun-
damentally flawed from the very begin-
ning. I think most Americans would 
prefer the wounding of Presidential 
pride to the wounding of thousands 
more of their countrymen and women. 

That is why I joined my distin-
guished colleagues, Ms. WATERS and 
Ms. LEE, yesterday in introducing the 
first comprehensive legislation that 
will quickly, within a 6-month time 
frame, end the occupation and bring 
our troops home. 

In addition to military withdrawal, 
the Bring Our Troops Home and Sol-
vency of Iraq Restoration Act would 
accelerate training of a permanent 
Iraqi security force during the 6-month 
transition. It would authorize, only 
upon the Iraqi government’s request, a 
2-year U.S. support for an inter-
national stabilization force, which 
would be combined with economic and 
humanitarian assistance. 

Our bill would also prohibit the con-
struction of permanent U.S. military 
bases in the country; ensure Iraqi con-
trol over its own oil supplies; and guar-
antee full health care funding, includ-
ing mental health, for U.S. veterans of 
military operations in Iraq and other 
conflicts. 

It is not enough to stand up and 
speak out against the President’s new 
escalation plan. I am concerned not 
just about the 21,000 soldiers that are 
already being deployed as an add-on to 
this occupation, I am losing sleep over 
the 130,000 who are already there. I 
want to see them returned, and I want 
to see them returned safely to their 
families. It is not just the President’s 
escalation of this policy that is uncon-
scionable, it is the policy itself. 

That is why our new bill is the an-
swer. That is why it is time to end the 
occupation now. I fear that in 3 months 
he will ask for yet another chance to 
make his plan work and ask more 
American families to sacrifice. He will 
tell us once again that he must win. 
But, really, it will be about saving 
face, running out the clock until Janu-
ary 2009 when he can make this some 
other President’s problem. 

Our more than capable young men 
and women in Iraq have shown great 
courage, and it is time that our leaders 
in Washington showed some courage of 
their own and stopped trying to defend 
the indefensible. It took a long time to 
muster that courage in Vietnam. It is 
time we have that courage here. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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DEMOCRATS RAISE TAXES AFTER 

ONLY TWO WEEKS IN POWER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
BACHMANN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, 
on the first day that Republicans took 
control of the Congress in 1995, one of 
their very first actions was to establish 
a rule that required a supermajority, 
or three-fifths vote, to raise taxes. This 
was a good thing, Madam Speaker. On 
the very first day of Congress in 2007, 
however, the Democrats established 
new rules in this Chamber to make it 
easier to raise taxes with a simple ma-
jority vote. 

And now, after just 2 weeks in power, 
the Democrats, our colleagues, have al-
ready passed legislation today to raise 
taxes. What is worse, the taxes that are 
collected under this new bill will not be 
going toward deficit reduction or to-
ward paying down the Federal debt. 
The money is going to be set aside in a 
special account for more spending. 

In Minnesota, we had a phrase when 
we were in session. We said, hold on to 
your wallets. And we can say that to 
the American people right now. 

As a Federal tax litigation attorney 
myself, as a small business owner with 
my husband Marcus, and as a mother 
to Lucas, Harrison, Elisa, Caroline, and 
Sophia, and our 23 foster children, I 
can tell you as a parent the best way to 
grow an economy, the best way to raise 
more jobs is not to raise taxes but to 
let people, families, keep more of their 
hard-earned money. 

In 2003, tax relief was passed, and the 
great thing is that 7.2 million jobs were 
created. In fact, our economy has been 
adding jobs for 40 straight months. The 
unemployment rate is incredibly low, 
at 4.5 percent, well below the average 
of the last 40 years. 

Nowhere are the results more evi-
dent, Madam Speaker, than in my 
home State of Minnesota, which has 
closed out the calendar year with 54,000 
more jobs than at the end of 2005, the 
strongest job growth since 1999. Our 
State’s annual job growth rate of 2 per-
cent has outpaced the national rate of 
1.4 percent. Our unemployment rate is 
the envy of the Nation, phenomenally 
low at 4.2 percent. 

Meanwhile, tax revenues are abso-
lutely surging into the Treasury. Guess 
what? Federal receipts rose 14 percent 
in 2005, 11 percent in 2006, and they 
kept rising by 9 percent the first 2 
months of 2007. These are the highest 
consecutive revenue increases in the 
past 25 years. 

America, did you hear that? The 
highest revenue increases in the past 25 
years. They come on the heels of the 
largest tax relief measures in Amer-
ican history. 

b 1900 

And the budget deficit, in turn, has 
fallen $165 billion over 2 years. And just 
as the economy is gaining tremendous 
momentum, now, unfortunately, my 

Democrat colleagues are saying, this is 
the time to raise taxes. 

Madam Speaker, I have learned very 
quickly in the few days I have been 
here in Washington, D.C., that facts 
don’t always get in the way of people’s 
opinions here in this fair city. But it is 
hard to dispute 3 years of unparalleled 
prosperity. 

It is important that we recognize 
what tax relief does for the average 
American. It gives us money, a chance 
to grow a business, a chance to raise 
our kids while growing the economy 
and raising a lot more jobs in the proc-
ess. 

I urge my colleagues here in this 
Chamber, my esteemed colleagues who 
I have come to respect, to reject new 
taxes. Instead, let’s do this. Let’s work 
to make the tax reduction rates perma-
nent now, while we can, and continue 
to reduce the overall tax burden. 

The American people deserve our 
best, and the colleagues here are the 
best from across the country. Let’s do 
that for the American people. 

f 

SRI LANKA’S CIVILIANS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. SUT-

TON). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. PALLONE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise this evening to bring attention to 
the full blown violence taking place in 
Sri Lanka. The last round of talks in 
Geneva ended up in a failure, and there 
are no signs of new negotiations. There 
is no peaceful solution in sight, and it 
is the civilians who are desperately suf-
fering. 

Since 1983, the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has been in a 
military confrontation with the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka to win a separate 
ethnic minority Tamil state. Since last 
April, more than 200,000 people have 
been displaced from their homes by the 
escalation in violence and insecurity. 
And this is in addition to more than 
310,000 people who were displaced pre-
viously due to the conflict. 

Now, because of this violence, the 
main highway connecting the two 
major areas in the north and east re-
gion of the country is closed, forcing 
civilians to use tortuous routes to 
reach safety. In recent months about 
20,000 people have fled through jungles 
and treacherous waterways towards the 
government-controlled territory. 

Thousands who have not fled are 
trapped in eastern Sri Lanka and 
caught between the intense crossfire. 
Every day there are more news stories 
highlighting the increasing casualties 
among the civilian populations, espe-
cially children and young adults. Vio-
lence continues in other parts of the is-
land nation as well. And many civilians 
have been killed in air raids and bus 
bombings in recent weeks. Families 
live in constant fear, anxiously hoping 
for their security. 

Now, meanwhile, Madam Speaker, 
access for humanitarian agencies has 

been a growing problem over the past 
year. Civilians in Jaffna in the north 
and in the affected districts of the east 
have had great difficulty obtaining 
necessary food and medical supplies. 

Both the government and the Tigers 
should commit to providing humani-
tarian agencies with unregulated ac-
cess and full support. 

Madam Speaker, the army says the 
civilians are being used as human 
shields by the Tamil Tigers. The Tigers 
deny this claim and accuse the army of 
targeting civilians to facilitate their 
forthcoming offensive. And regardless 
of blame, innocent civilians are dying. 

After nearly 25 years of violence, it is 
clear: there can be no military solution 
to the conflict. A negotiated political 
settlement must be reached, and that 
one will have to be fair to all of the 
ethnic communities living in the coun-
try of Sri Lanka. 

I am deeply troubled by the wors-
ening situation in Sri Lanka, Madam 
Speaker, and it must be addressed by 
the United States. I commend the com-
mitment by the Bush administration 
to provide funding for refugees, but I 
strongly urge President Bush to fur-
ther U.S. involvement to help secure a 
lasting peace. 

Last week I added my name to a let-
ter urging President Bush to appoint a 
special envoy for Sri Lanka. The letter 
is being circulated by my friend from 
New Jersey, Mr. RUSH HOLT. And I urge 
my colleagues to also sign on. By nam-
ing a special envoy, the U.S. can create 
a personal monitoring presence in the 
country and make recommendations 
for steps to lead to peace. Sri Lanka, 
more than ever before, needs U.S. en-
gagement. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remaks). 

f 

EVERYONE SUPPORTS THE 
TROOPS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, I have 
never met anyone who did not support 
our troops. Sometimes, however, we 
hear accusations that someone or some 
group does not support the men and 
women serving in our Armed Forces. 
But this is pure demagoguery, and it is 
intellectually dishonest. The accusers 
play on emotions to gain support for 
controversial policies, implying that 
those who disagree are unpatriotic. But 
keeping our troops out of harm’s way, 
especially when the war is unneces-
sary, is never unpatriotic. There is no 
better way to support the troops. 

Since we now know that Iraq had no 
weapons of mass destruction and was 
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