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As great as he was during his prime, 

his humility always shown through. He 
liked to downplay his skills by saying 
that ‘‘all there is to bull-riding is to 
put one leg on each side of the bull and 
make an ugly face for 8 seconds.’’ 

Mr. Shoulders burst into the rodeo 
world in the 1940s, at the age of 14. 
While working the wheat harvest, he 
decided to take a break to watch a 
minor league rodeo nearby. He resolved 
to try it for himself and won the event 
as well as $18. Between that $18 start in 
the minor league rodeo and his elec-
tions to the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, 
the Oklahoma Sports Hall of Fame, 
and the Pro-Rodeo Hall of Fame, he 
won an unprecedented 16 world cham-
pionships. He is also the only profes-
sional cowboy to be honored in the 
Madison Square Garden Hall of Fame. 

But the tough old cowboy was not 
only known for his exploits in the 
rodeo, he was also loved for his candid 
sense of humor, humbleness, loyalty, 
and toughness, everything Oklahomans 
are proud to be known for. 

I stand today to honor and celebrate 
the life of Jim Shoulders, a great cow-
boy, a great Oklahoman, and a great 
man. 

f 

REPUBLICANS WILL CONTINUE TO 
OPPOSE THE MAJORITY PARTY’S 
EXCESSIVE SPENDING 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, the American public 
asked Congress to change their spend-
ing habits and to be more responsible 
with the people’s money. Last fall, the 
majority party promised Americans 
greater fiscal responsibility and more 
spending restraint. I believe Congress 
needs to deliver a responsible Federal 
budget worthy of approval of the Amer-
ican public. 

Unfortunately, the majority has only 
introduced legislation that has prom-
ised the largest tax increase in history, 
runaway entitlement spending, and an 
out-of-control appropriations process. 

If Congress as a whole does not 
pledge to change, the American public 
will continue to be let down by the ac-
tions of the majority party. 

The Republicans are not going to let 
them down, Mr. Speaker. I understand 
the immediate need for spending re-
straint and the Republicans will con-
tinue to oppose excessive spending by 
the majority party. Therefore, I will 
vote against H.R. 2643, the Interior and 
Environment appropriations bill, later 
today. 

f 

A SERIOUS COURSE CORRECTION 
NEEDED FOR IRAQ 

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, Senator LUGAR, the former 
chairman and current ranking Repub-

lican on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, went to the Senate floor 
and said that the President’s troop es-
calation is not working. Then yester-
day Republican Senator VOINOVICH said 
the U.S. should begin pulling troops 
out of Iraq so that people know we are 
indeed disengaging. But the President 
and his spokesman said, no, we need 
more troops and more time. 

It has been clear for at least a year 
that a serious course correction is 
needed in Iraq. But, unfortunately, Re-
publicans in this House of Representa-
tives continue to rubber stamp the 
Bush administration’s war policies. 
Democrats are changing the course of 
this misguided war, but with a stub-
born President unwilling to face re-
ality, congressional Republicans must 
break ranks with the President to do 
what is best for our Nation and for 
Iraq. 

It is my hope that the congressional 
Republicans will seriously listen to 
their colleagues’ comments and con-
clude, as Democrats already have, that 
we need to dramatically change our 
policy in Iraq. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FLOYD OLESEN OF 
ELK RIVER, MINNESOTA 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, there 
are so many great Americans in this 
country, especially unsung heroes and 
Americans who rise up to be a part of 
the solution of the greatness of this 
country. In Minnesota, we have so 
many people like that, and it is such 
an honor, Mr. Speaker, to be able to 
talk about one unsung hero. He is a 
wonderful man from the center part of 
the Sixth District of Minnesota. His 
name is Mr. Floyd Olesen, from an un-
assuming town named Elk River, Min-
nesota. 

Floyd and his wife, Dilly, have done 
so much for the people of our Nation 
and for the people of our State. They 
started a program called ‘‘Operation 
Minnesota Nice,’’ Mr. Speaker, where 
they send care packages to area troops 
from Minnesota who are currently 
serving both in Iraq and in Afghani-
stan. 

Recently Floyd stepped down from 
that position so that he and Dilly could 
focus on a few other service-related ac-
tivities. One is ‘‘Operation Help Sup-
port Our Troops & Families.’’ Another 
is ‘‘Operation Military Kids.’’ This pro-
vides educational opportunities for the 
children of active service personnel. 

Recently Mr. Olesen received the 
American Legion 6th District Service 
Officer of the Year award. He is a won-
derful American. 

And, Mr. Speaker, it is so important 
that we encourage all Americans to do 
what they can, where they can, when 
they can, while they can to serve their 
fellow man. Mr. Olesen has done that 
and more. 

Thank you, Floyd Olesen and Dilly, 
for what you do for American service-
men and women. 

f 

VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY 
(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to voice my concern about a dan-
gerous precedent and irresponsible 
wrongdoing in this administration. 

Recent media reports have revealed 
that the Office of the Vice President 
exempted itself from a presidential Ex-
ecutive Order created to protect na-
tional security information. Since 2003, 
the Vice President’s office has refused 
to properly report whether they pos-
sess certain classified information and 
went so far as to block inspection of 
their office to find out. The Vice Presi-
dent justified the step by saying that 
his office was not part of the executive 
branch of government. 

I would point out, Mr. Speaker, that 
the rest of the executive branch com-
plied with the order and properly re-
ported their handling of critical classi-
fied information. 

Mr. Speaker, I raise two serious ob-
jections to this practice. First, mis-
handling of classified data poses a 
grave and serious risk to our country 
and one should not take that lightly. 
And, second, as a former district attor-
ney, I believe that no one is above the 
law. Rule of law must apply to every-
one equally. How do we expect to en-
force the law in localities when it is 
broken and held in ill regard at the 
highest levels of government? We must 
hold this administration, like all other 
Americans, accountable for their ac-
tions. 

f 

ANOTHER ENERGY BILL THAT 
DOESN’T PRODUCE AN OUNCE OF 
ENERGY 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as a 
member of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, I have been watching as we 
are pulling together this year’s energy 
bill for the House; who is doing the 
cobbling; what they are including in 
the package, or, curiously, what they 
are leaving out. 

This is the current House leader-
ship’s second attempt this session to 
produce an energy bill that would ad-
dress our energy dependence on unsta-
ble parts of the world, our strategic 
vulnerabilities that arise from that de-
pendence, and the disastrous effects 
that high energy prices have on our 
ability to retain and produce American 
jobs. 

You would think that the Energy 
Committee would be a pretty good 
place to start on this. But last week, 
provisions in our committee’s bill pro-
moting additional energy production, 
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especially production focussed on the 
clean and efficient use of American 
coal, were stripped. And unless my col-
leagues in committee are successful in 
putting them back in this week, then 
the Democrats will deliver another en-
ergy bill that does not produce an 
ounce of energy. 

It is time for us to address this issue. 
f 

THE ACTIONS OF THE VICE PRESI-
DENT REGARDING THE WAR IN 
IRAQ 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my 
colleagues are saying we must have an 
end to the war, as have two Republican 
Senators. It is time for us to look at 
the actions of the Vice President of the 
United States. 

You remember when George Bush 
sent DICK CHENEY out to find a Vice 
President and he found himself? Well, 
if you read the last 4 days of The Wash-
ington Post, you read a chilling picture 
of the actions of the Vice President as 
he manipulated the intelligence lead-
ing us into the war. He has been the 
driving force to keep us in that war 
and still is today. 

Then when questioned about what he 
does over there, he says, I am not a 
member of the executive. I don’t know 
exactly. I have an office here, but I am 
not covered by the things the President 
says. 

This man has been evading an Execu-
tive Order from 2003 by the President of 
the United States that everyone tell 
how they are covering classified mate-
rial. But the Vice President is above 
that. 

The Vice President is not above in-
vestigation by the House of Represent-
atives for his actions in taking us into 
war and keeping us there. 

f 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON ENERGY AND COM-
MERCE 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I offer a privileged resolution 
(H. Res. 520) and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 520 
Resolved, That the following member be, 

and is hereby, elected to the following stand-
ing committee of the House of Representa-
tives: 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE—Mr. 
Sullivan, to rank after Mrs. Myrick. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL CLEAN 
BEACHES WEEK 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 186) supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Clean 
Beaches Week and recognizing the con-
siderable value of American beaches 
and their role in American culture, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COHEN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 186 

Whereas coastal areas produce 85 percent 
of all United States tourism dollars and are 
the leading tourism destination in America; 

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration reports that over 50 
percent of the population of the United 
States lives in coastal counties; 

Whereas according to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, the beach-
es in these coastal counties provide rec-
reational opportunities for numerous Ameri-
cans and their families who, together with 
international tourists, make almost 2 billion 
trips to the beach each year to fish, sun-
bathe, boat, swim, surf, and bird-watch; 

Whereas according to the Army Corps of 
Engineers, United States beaches are a crit-
ical driver of the American economy and its 
competitiveness in the global economy; 

Whereas beaches represent a critical part 
of our natural heritage and a beautiful part 
of the American landscape; 

Whereas beaches are sensitive ecosystems, 
susceptible to degradation and alteration 
from pollution, sea level rise, natural forces, 
untreated sewage, and improper use; 

Whereas members of the government, the 
private sector, and nongovernmental organi-
zations, along with citizen volunteers, have 
worked diligently to clean up and protect 
our beaches over the years; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Geological Survey, great strides have been 
made in understanding the science of water-
sheds and the connections between inland 
areas and coastal waters, and science-based 
policy should be developed that is commen-
surate with this knowledge; and 

Whereas a 7-day week commencing in 
June, and including July 5, will be observed 
each year as National Clean Beaches Week: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Clean Beaches Week; 

(2) recognizes the value of beaches to the 
American way of life and the important con-
tributions of beaches to the economy, recre-
ation, and natural environment of the 
United States; 

(3) encourages all Americans to work to 
keep beaches, which are a critical part of the 
natural heritage of the United States, safe 
and clean for the continued enjoyment of the 
public; 

(4) expresses a renewed appreciation for the 
beaches of the United States and an invig-
orated effort to protect them with updated, 
integrated policy; and 

(5) encourages individuals to engage in ac-
tivities during National Clean Beaches Week 
to encourage stewardship and volunteerism 
along our coastlines. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the Senate bill (S. 277) to modify the 
boundaries of Grand Teton National 
Park to include certain land within the 
GT Park Subdivision, and for other 
purposes, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
S. 277 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Grand Teton 
National Park Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) PARK.—The term ‘‘Park’’ means the 

Grand Teton National Park. 
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of the Interior. 
(3) SUBDIVISION.—The term ‘‘Subdivision’’ 

means the GT Park Subdivision, with an 
area of approximately 49.67 acres, as gen-
erally depicted on— 

(A) the plat recorded in the Office of the 
Teton County Clerk and Recorder on Decem-
ber 16, 1997, numbered 918, entitled ‘‘Final 
Plat GT Park Subdivision’’, and dated June 
18, 1997; and 

(B) the map entitled ‘‘2006 Proposed Grand 
Teton Boundary Adjustment’’, numbered 136/ 
80,198, and dated March 21, 2006, which shall 
be on file and available for inspection in ap-
propriate offices of the National Park Serv-
ice. 
SEC. 3. ACQUISITION OF LAND. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ac-
cept from any willing donor the donation of 
any land or interest in land of the Subdivi-
sion. 

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—On acquisition of 
land or an interest in land under subsection 
(a), the Secretary shall— 

(1) include the land or interest in the 
boundaries of the Park; and 

(2) administer the land or interest as part 
of the Park, in accordance with all applica-
ble laws (including regulations). 

(c) DEADLINE FOR ACQUISITION.—It is the in-
tent of Congress that the acquisition of land 
or an interest in land under subsection (a) be 
completed not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(d) RESTRICTION ON TRANSFER.—The Sec-
retary shall not donate, sell, exchange, or 
otherwise transfer any land acquired under 
this section without express authorization 
from Congress. 
SEC. 4. CRAIG THOMAS DISCOVERY AND VISITOR 

CENTER. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) Craig Thomas was raised on a ranch 

just outside of Cody, Wyoming, near Yellow-
stone National Park and Grand Teton Na-
tional Park, where he— 

(A) began a lifelong association with those 
parks; and 
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