cw?

June 26, 2007

Stark Van Hollen Weldon (FL)
Stupak Velazquez Weller
Sutton Visclosky Wexler
Tanner Walden (OR) Whitfield
Tauscher Walsh (NY) Wicker
Taylor Walz (MN) Wilson (NM)
Thompson (CA) Wamp Wilson (OH)
Thompson (MS)  Wasserman Wolf
Tiahrt Schultz Woolsey
Tiberi Waters

N Wu
Tierney Watson
Towns Watt Wynn
Turner Waxman Yarmuth
Udall (CO) Weiner Young (AK)
Udall (NM) Welch (VT) Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—6

Davis (KY) Gilchrest Payne
Davis, Jo Ann Ortiz Sessions

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIRMAN

The Acting CHAIRMAN (during the
vote). Members are advised there is 1
minute remaining in this vote.
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Mr. CAPUANO changed his vote from
4éaye75 to ééno.>7

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ANDREWS

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The unfin-
ished business is the demand for a re-
corded vote on the amendment offered
by the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. ANDREWS) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIRMAN. A recorded
vote has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. This will be
a 2-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 283, noes 145,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 563]

AYES—283
Ackerman Capuano Diaz-Balart, L.
Akin Cardoza Dicks
Allen Carnahan Dingell
Altmire Carney Doggett
Andrews Carson Donnelly
Arcuri Castle Doyle
Baca Castor Ehlers
Bachus Chabot Ellison
Baird Chandler Ellsworth
Baldwin Christensen Emanuel
Barrett (SC) Clarke Engel
Barrow Cleaver English (PA)
Bartlett (MD) Clyburn Eshoo
Bean Coble Etheridge
Becerra Cohen Faleomavaega
Berkley Conyers Farr
Berman Cooper Fattah
Biggert Costello Ferguson
Bilbray Courtney Filner
Bilirakis Cramer Flake
Bishop (NY) Crowley Fortenberry
Blackburn Cuellar Foxx
Blumenauer Cummings Frank (MA)
Bonner Davis (AL) Frelinghuysen
Bordallo Davis (CA) Garrett (NJ)
Boucher Davis (IL) Gerlach
Boyda (KS) Dayvis, David Giffords
Brady (PA) Davis, Lincoln Gillibrand
Braley (IA) Dayvis, Tom Gillmor
Brown (SC) Deal (GA) Gonzalez
Brown, Corrine DeFazio Gordon
Buchanan DeGette Green, Al
Campbell (CA) Delahunt Green, Gene
Capito DeLauro Grijalva
Capps Dent Hall (NY)

Hare
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Hensarling
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hoyer
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Jordan
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind
King (NY)
Kirk
Klein (FL)
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larson (CT)
LaTourette
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lynch
Mahoney (FL)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Marshall
Matheson

Abercrombie
Aderholt
Alexander
Bachmann
Baker
Barton (TX)
Berry
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (UT)
Blunt
Boehner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boustany
Boyd (FL)
Brady (TX)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp (MI)
Cannon
Cantor
Carter
Cole (OK)
Conaway
Costa
Crenshaw
Cubin
Culberson
Diaz-Balart, M.

Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McDermott
McGovern
McIntyre
McNerney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mitchell
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Norton
Obey
Olver
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Perlmutter
Petri
Platts
Poe
Pomeroy
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Reichert
Rodriguez
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta

NOES—145

Doolittle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Emerson
Everett
Fallin
Feeney
Forbes
Fortuno
Fossella
Franks (AZ)
Gallegly
Gingrey
Gohmert
Goode
Goodlatte
Granger
Graves
Hall (TX)
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Heller
Herger
Hobson
Hoekstra
Hulshof
Hunter
Issa
Jindal
Johnson, Sam
King (IA)
Kingston
Kline (MN)
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Saxton
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Sestak
Shays
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Solis
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tiberi
Tierney
Towns
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walberg
Walz (MN)
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch (VT)
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn
Yarmuth
Young (FL)

Knollenberg
LaHood
Lamborn
Larsen (WA)
Latham
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Manzullo
Marchant
McCarthy (CA)
McCotter
McCrery
McHenry
McHugh
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Mollohan
Musgrave
Neugebauer
Nunes
Oberstar
Pearce
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Pickering
Pitts
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Porter Sali Tiahrt
Putnam Sarbanes Turner
Radanovich Serrano Walden (OR)
Regula Shadegg Walsh (NY)
Rehberg Shimkus Wamp
Renzi Shuster Weldon (FL)
Reyes Simpson Weller
Reynolds Smith (NE) N
Rogers (KY) Smith (TX) gfjﬁgﬂel&nd
Rogers (MI) Souder .
Rohrabacher Stupak W?lson (MM
Ross Sullivan Wilson (SC)
Ruppersberger Tancredo Young (AK)
Salazar Thornberry

NOT VOTING—9
Clay Gilchrest Payne
Davis (KY) Gutierrez Rogers (AL)
Davis, Jo Ann Ortiz Sessions

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIRMAN

The Acting CHAIRMAN (during the
vote). Members are advised there is 1
minute remaining in this vote.
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So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Chairman, on
Tuesday, June 26, 2007, | was absent from
the House for a familial medical emergency.

Had | been present | would have voted:

On rollcall No. 551—"aye”—King
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 552—"“aye”—Peterson (PA)
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 553—“aye”—Conaway
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 554—“aye”—Bishop (UT)
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 555—"“aye”—Barton Amend-
ment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 556—"“no”—Bernice Johnson
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 557—"“aye”—Dent Amend-
ment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 558—*"aye”—Pearce Amend-
ment to H.R. 2643.

(I1A)

On rollcall No. 559—“no”—Hensarling
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 560—“no”—Hensarling
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 561—"no”—Hensarling
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 562—"no”—Hensarling
Amendment to H.R. 2643.

On rollcall No. 563—“no”—Andrews

Amendment to H.R. 2643.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. HALL
of New York) having assumed the
chair, Mr. BECERRA, Acting Chairman
of the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 2643) making
appropriations for the Department of
the Interior, Environment, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

——————

THE NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I have
with me a sign that I am proud of to-
night. This is entitled the Blue Hound
Dog Coalition because it is such a great
idea to keep reminding the majority of
what the debt is.

These are great signs, very similar to
some we see around the halls. I know
some people in our body are not want-
ing their signs to be brought to the
floor; so I had to have one made up spe-
cial myself. But it is a great thing to
remind the majority of what the debt
is because Democrats are in the major-
ity. It is no longer Republicans that
can be blamed for running up the price
of gasoline. It is no longer Republicans
that can be blamed for running up the
debt.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. GOHMERT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. How did it get to be $8.8
trillion? When you took over, it was
only at $56 trillion. How in heaven’s
name over the last 6 years could you
possibly be so irresponsible to take it
from $5.5 trillion to $8.8 trillion? I am
amazed, shocked, chagrined, and sad-
dened.

Mr. GOHMERT. Reclaiming my time,
it is like my momma used to say, you
are responsible for what you are re-
sponsible for. The numbers are going
up every day and it is on your watch.
And I congratulate the gentleman. The
numbers continue to climb, and I look
forward to seeing what you do with
them.

——
THE NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
GOHMERT clearly doesn’t realize that
under Mr. Reagan we had a $1.41 tril-
lion deficit. Under Mr. Bush 1, we had
a $1.04 trillion deficit. Under Bush 2, we
had a $1.69 trillion deficit, for a total of
$4.14 trillion under Republican admin-
istrations. Under Mr. Clinton, we actu-
ally had a $62.9 billion surplus.

So I would like to ask the gentleman
who is truly responsible for the na-
tional debt?

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman’s yielding for the
answer. I know we are all grateful to
the Republican Congress since 1994 and
1995 and the great strides that were
made in reducing the deficit. It has
gone up since the war, and I look for-
ward to seeing if you continue to in-
crease it or help some of the rest of us
bring it down.

———
FOREIGN DEBT

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I might also add to my good
friend, the gentleman from Texas, that
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this President, our 43rd, has racked up
more foreign debt than all 42 previous
Presidents combined.

So if we are going to discuss who it is
that is responsible for the numbers on
your mock-up chart, let’s ensure that
we put the full blame on the 43rd Presi-
dent who is fully responsible for the
number on that chart and fully respon-
sible for the debt that has been accu-
mulated more than the 42 other Presi-
dents combined.

————
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THE NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COSTA. I think it’s important
that when we’re talking about the
debt, that we be up front with the facts
for the American public. Yes, the war
has certainly cost a great deal, but it’s
off budget. It’s off budget, just like a
host of items that are off budget, spe-
cifically designed in that way.

The largest single segment on the
debt is the interest on the debt, which
is 6 percent and growing rapidly. And
it’s true that we’ve acquired more debt
in the last 42 years than the previous 41
Presidents than this President has ac-
complished in his last 6 years.

So I think it’s important that we be
up front with the American people
when we’re talking about the debt and
the figures that are involved there.

Yes, we’ve got to turn this ship
around. It won’t come overnight, but it
will come with the bipartisan coopera-
tion that I think we saw took place
with President Clinton’s administra-
tion, and that’s what we ought to be
doing.

———

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
NATIONAL DEBT

(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SALI. Well, Mr. Speaker, and la-
dies and gentlemen that are here, there
has been a great discussion about who
is actually responsible for all this debt,
which team it is. And I think at the
end of the game, the conclusion has to
be that, by golly, maybe you just can’t
trust anybody around here. And so I
would encourage the good majority
leader to make sure that a balanced
budget amendment gets passed through
this House this year so that the next
time that the Republicans take control
of this body, by golly, they won’t en-
gage in any deficit spending.

There is the challenge to the major-
ity right now, to make sure that you
keep the Republicans under control.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HALL of New York). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 18,
2007, and under a previous order of the
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House, the following Members will be
recognized for 5 minutes each.

RADIO FREE AMERICA AND THE
SPEECH POLICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is written,
““Congress will make no law respecting
the establishment of religion or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof, or bridg-
ing the freedom of speech or the free-
dom of press or the right of the people
to peaceably assemble and to petition
the government for redress of griev-
ances.” Of course, this is the First
Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution. And Mr. Speaker, it is first
because, without these first principles,
the rest of the following amendments
are meaningless. These are rights that
Americans take very seriously, par-
ticularly in regard to freedom of
speech and freedom of the press.

There are some in Washington, D.C.,
however, that feel if someone is saying
something they don’t like, they ignore
this freedom of the right to speak and
try to control speech. This is where the
so-called Fairness Doctrine comes into
play.

In the early 1940s, the Federal Com-
munications Commission, or the FCC,
established the so-called Fairness Doc-
trine. It was instituted in an attempt
to ensure that all broadcast station
coverage of controversial issues be fair
and balanced. This mainly applied to
radio stations. This means allowing
equal time for each side on an issue. If
a radio station wanted to talk about
the need to secure the borders, they
would have to grant the same amount
of time to individuals who wanted open
borders.

The Fairness Doctrine was consid-
ered by many journalists a violation of
the First Amendment right to freedom
of speech and freedom of press. And I
agree with this assertion. It even led
many journalists to avoid reporting on
controversial issues to protect them-
selves from having to report on the
other side of the issue. This led to the
opposite effect of the doctrine that the
FCC had intended. It actually stifled
free speech.

So, by 1987, the FCC revoked the
Fairness Doctrine, realizing the gross
error in their ways in total disregard
for the freedom of speech. There have
been several attempts by speech-con-
trol advocates to reenact the Fairness
Doctrine, and all of these attempts
have continued to fail. But this deci-
sion still does not sit well with many
in Washington, D.C., who feel that
broadcast talk radio is one-sided. What
it really means is that talk radio large-
ly boasts conservative views and not
liberal viewpoints. Liberal radio
doesn’t go over well with Americans,
and these stations generally fail finan-
cially and with the American listeners.
So the critics of conservative radio
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