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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIRES). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 20, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALBIO 
SIRES to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 

Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 
As a people, we protect our privacy 

and prize our secrets. Perhaps this is 
why, O Lord, we have difficulty in ac-
cepting You as infinite self-disclosure. 

Out of love for us, You continue to 
reveal Yourself in Your creation, by 
speaking Your word and breathing 
forth Your spirit upon us and the work 
of Congress. 

Today, again, Lord, speak Your word 
and Your servants will try to listen 
more attentively. In the midst of the 
many problems and concerns before 
Congress, Your servants can seem at 
times distracted or even dissipated. Let 
faith open their minds and hearts. 

Send forth Your spirit to free these 
leaders in government, touch indi-
vidual consciences, and help them col-
laborate with one another to address 
the priorities of Your people as a fo-
cused agenda. 

By Your revelation to them and in 
them may Your servants accomplish 
mighty deeds in Your holy name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance 
as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 one- 
minute speeches on each side. 

f 

STAND BY OUR VALUES, IDEALS, 
AND PRINCIPLES 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, in a recent international survey, we 
find that nations around the world 
think China could be better trusted to 
lead this world than the United States. 
It’s a devastating conclusion. It would 
not have been the case even 6 years 
ago. 

It’s not that people around the world 
don’t acknowledge our military power, 
but it is our arrogance and the fact 
that we don’t live up to our principles 
and ideals that this survey reflects. 

If we are going to win this so-called 
global war on terrorism, it is not going 
to be through a military victory. It is 
going to be because we stand by the 
values and ideals and principles that 
define us as a nation and as a people. 

One of the things that every day un-
dermines those defining principles is 
keeping the Guantanamo detention fa-
cility open, keeping hundreds of people 
detained without charging them, with-
out enabling them to know what they 
are charged with and thus being able to 
defend themselves. It’s the antithesis 
of what this country stands for. That 
detention facility needs to be shut 
down. And we need to regain our right-
ful position as the leader of the free 
world. 

f 

THE NINE FIREFIGHTERS OF 
CHARLESTON 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, firefighters 
are a special brand of people. When 
others are fleeing burning buildings, 
firefighters suit up and charge head 
first into the searing infernos and 
blackening smoke, not stopping until 
that beast is tamed. They go where 
others fear to tread. 

In Charleston, South Carolina, on 
Monday night, firefighters were called 
to a blaze at a local furniture store. As 
they were trained to do, they entered 
the engulfed building. Moments later, 
without warning, the roof of the fur-
niture store collapsed, trapping and 
killing nine firefighters. 

Last night, at 7:00 p.m., 24 hours after 
the tragedy, at 30,000-plus fire stations 
across the plains of America, fire-
fighters stood in reverent silence for 
their brothers. This devastation in 
Charleston is the single greatest sac-
rifice of American firefighters since 343 
of them were killed on September 11. 

This Nation’s firefighters are ordi-
nary citizens armed with extraordinary 
bravery and dedication to the public. 
When danger occurs, most run from the 
danger, but America’s firefighters are 
not like most. They run to the danger. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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