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spending, and he’s right, because for 6 
years, President Bush joined with Re-
publicans that led this Congress on the 
most fiscally irresponsible budget poli-
cies in the history of the Nation. They 
turned the record surpluses of the 1990s 
into the record deficits we face today, 
and while they ran up those record 
deficits, inconceivably they cut med-
ical research. They cut Head Start, 
they cut clean water programs, and 
they cut health care for our Nation’s 
veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, the Democratic budget 
balances the budget within 5 years, and 
our appropriations bills comply with 
pay-as-you-go scoring. We passed 
Homeland Security and Military Con-
struction and Veterans appropriations 
bills last week, and this week we’ll 
pass an Energy and Water bill that in-
cludes renewable fuel and reduces our 
dependence on foreign oil. 

So you see, Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s right; we do have different prior-
ities on Federal spending. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF THE NRA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, nearly 2 months after the hor-
rifying events at Virginia Tech took 
the lives of 32 innocent people, I am 
grateful the House last week acted to 
improve State reporting to the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background 
Check System. Sadly, had this legisla-
tion been in place sooner, that tragic 
day at Virginia Tech might never have 
occurred. 

I’m especially pleased that the Na-
tional Rifle Association, of which I’m a 
proud member, was active in sup-
porting this effort. I’m also thankful 
John Goodwin, previously with former 
Congressman Rob Simmons, has re-
cently joined their able team. The NRA 
plays a vital role in promoting second 
amendment rights, and I appreciate 
their work. 

Our thoughts and prayers remain 
with the families affected by the Vir-
ginia Tech shootings. I urge the Senate 
to quickly consider H.R. 2640 to ensure 
guns are available to law-abiding citi-
zens and kept from the hands of crimi-
nals 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 
Our sympathy to the people of Charles-
ton due to the tragic deaths of coura-
geous firemen. 

f 

DEMOCRATS MAKE GLOBAL 
WARMING A PRIORITY THIS 
WEEK AS PART OF ENERGY AND 
WATER BILL 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
this week the new Democratic House 
addresses two of our Nation’s most im-

portant issues, global warming and en-
ergy independence. 

This new Democratic Congress recog-
nizes that we must take wide-ranging 
action to lessen our dependence on for-
eign oil and to cut our greenhouse gas 
emissions to protect our planet, to re-
duce energy prices, and to boost our 
economy while strengthening our na-
tional security. 

This week we will bring an Energy 
and Water funding bill to the floor that 
makes a significant investment in en-
ergy efficiency and renewable energy 
programs. 

We invest $51 million more than the 
President has asked for in our solar en-
ergy and more affordable, $70 million 
more for the development of biofuels, 
and $59 million more to develop tech-
nologies to improve our fuel efficiency. 

Mr. Speaker, this new Democratic 
Congress is serious about addressing 
the issues that have been ignored for 
far too long. I would hope our energy 
bill would receive strong bipartisan 
support this week. 

f 

b 1015 

FEDERAL FUNDING FOR PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, President 
Bush has been very clear. If Congress 
sends him appropriations bills that 
weaken current pro-life provisions, he 
will veto the bills. But don’t be sur-
prised if the new Democratic majority 
is trying to do so anyway. When they 
do, I am sure they will have countless 
reasons for why they should weaken 
protections for the unborn. 

But as this debate goes forward, it’s 
important to keep in mind how much 
Uncle Sam already gives to abortion 
providers. Planned Parenthood re-
ported record profits in 2005–2006 fiscal 
year. Guess who helped them achieve 
these profits? That’s right, the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

In 2005–2006, Planned Parenthood re-
ceived over $305 million in taxpayer 
funding, the most ever in a year. They 
also performed nearly 265,000 abortions, 
another record. Keep this in mind as 
we hear the other side’s arguments for 
giving even more money to abortion 
providers. The fact is, these groups are 
milking the American taxpayers. 

President Bush is right to stand up 
for current pro-life provisions, and 
House Republicans will stand with him 
on the issue. 

f 

GENERAL PETRAEUS ADMITS 
THAT CONDITIONS WILL NOT IM-
PROVE IN IRAQ BY SEPTEMBER 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, through a 
congressional debate on the Iraq sup-

plemental funding bill, Senate and 
House Republican leaders said that sig-
nificant improvements will be needed 
to be seen by September in Iraq, other-
wise a serious course correction might 
be needed. 

We’ll see if Republican leaders will 
continue to back those words and will 
finally join us in moving the Iraq war 
in a new direction, or will they move 
the deadline to a later date like they 
have done in the past. It will be inter-
esting to see if they stand by their 
statements in light of General David 
Petraeus’ acknowledgment over the 
weekend that conditions in Iraq were 
not improved by September. The gen-
eral also indicated that stabilizing Iraq 
will take as long as 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, Democrats remain com-
mitted to forging a new direction in 
Iraq. In the coming months, Democrats 
will continue to hold President Bush 
accountable to fight to ensure that the 
Iraqi people take control of the coun-
try. A 10-year commitment is simply 
unacceptable to us. Now we will see if 
the Republicans will stand by their 
past statements and join us in the ef-
forts in September. 

f 

CHILD CRUSADERS 
(Mr. POE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in the days of 
the recent past, when a child was sexu-
ally assaulted, the criminal justice sys-
tem continued to victimize the child, 
because the victim was bounced all 
over town relating the story to numer-
ous strangers. 

Sometimes a child, when interviewed 
at the police station, actually came in 
direct contact with the offender. Also, 
the child could wait for hours in the 
same county emergency rooms as other 
victims of stabbings, car wrecks and 
overdoses. 

But times have changed. There are 
over 680 child advocacy centers in the 
United States, including one in Hous-
ton, where victims go when assaulted. 
At the center are trained police, thera-
pists, doctors and lawyers that are ex-
perts in dealing with children. Here the 
child is helped before the trial, during 
the trial, and, yes, after trial. 

The National Children’s Alliance, led 
by Nancy Chandler, is the umbrella or-
ganization that helps these 600-plus 
centers throughout the Nation. All 
these child crusaders are in Wash-
ington this week working to make our 
land safer for kids. 

America is grateful to these members 
of the victims’ posse that help protect 
our greatest resource, children. After 
all, it shouldn’t hurt to be a kid in the 
United States. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

MAKE GLOBAL WARMING A PRI-
ORITY THIS WEEK AS PART OF 
ENERGY AND WATER BILL 
(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, en-
ergy independence and fighting global 
warming are essential, and they are 
the challenges of our day. Years of in-
action, even disbelief on the part of the 
White House and the Republicans, have 
delayed any real work being done. 

This week the Democratic Congress 
will bring a bill to the floor to change 
this. There will be an Energy and 
Water appropriations bill that will pro-
vide substantial funding to fight global 
warming. Overall, the bill appropriates 
$3 billion for researching the effects of 
global warming. This funding will 
allow us to monitor radiation in the at-
mosphere, to use state-of-the-art com-
puter technology to conduct climate 
change modeling and to conduct long- 
term experiments on the impact of in-
creased carbon dioxide levels on forests 
and other ecosystems. 

This research will finally allow us to 
have the science that we need to fight 
this battle. We have delayed it for 
years because of the Republican admin-
istration’s inactivity. I hope that this 
week the Republican leadership will 
join with the Democrats in Congress to 
finally move this forward. 

f 

TRUE IMMIGRATION REFORM 
NEEDED 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, past ex-
periences in the United States and Eu-
rope clearly shows that amnesty legis-
lation only encourages further illegal 
immigration. The Immigration Reform 
and Control Act of 1986 required a 
criminal background check, payment 
of application fees, acquisition of 
English-language skills, and a civics 
requirement. Now, despite all those 
measures, the law failed to curb the in-
flux of illegal immigration. 

The Senate’s immigration reform 
legislation embodies the same flawed 
strategy as the 1986 law. Any measures 
to enhance border security or to im-
prove immigration services would be 
overwhelmed by a continued flow of 
both illegal border crossing and indi-
viduals who entered legally, but re-
main in this country past the period 
authorized by their visa. 

To stop further illegal immigration, 
Congress should not grant these illegal 
immigrants in the United States any 
form of legal status that does not re-
quire them to leave the United States 
voluntarily and undergo adequate 
criminal national security and health 
checks before seeking to return. 

f 

JUNETEENTH 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
June 19. June 19 is an important day in 

history. To African Americans, and to 
all Americans it should be, but to Afri-
can Americans in particular, it is 
known as Juneteenth. 

Juneteenth is the first day I got in-
volved in politics and learned about it. 
I didn’t know much about it. I thought, 
why is Juneteenth a holiday to African 
Americans, and I learned. It’s a holiday 
because that’s the day in 1865 that the 
slaves in east Texas learned that they 
were free. 

The news of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation did not get to Texas for 2 
years, and that was the day that all 
slaves in America were free. The idea 
of our country having slavery as an in-
stitution was wrong. It was a crime 
against humanity. 

There is nothing more valuable to 
any of us than freedom, the oppor-
tunity to go where we want, to do what 
we want, and to associate with whom 
we want. That’s what makes America 
great. Unfortunately, we had that in-
stitution, and later we had Jim Crow 
for 100 years. 

That’s why I have introduced H. Res. 
194 to apologize for slavery and Jim 
Crow, a crime against humanity that 
this government and this House per-
mitted and allowed to occur. We must 
apologize for our errors. 

f 

THE DRIVE ACT 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in 2004, 
we spent $103 billion buying oil from 
nondemocratic countries, countries 
such as Iran, Venezuela and Russia, 
and the list goes on and on. Indeed, we 
are funding both sides in the war on 
terrorism, because every time we send 
money to these folks, the money winds 
up in the hands of somebody, some 
group, who doesn’t stand for what we 
stand for and often is overtly anti- 
American. 

That’s why we should pass the 
DRIVE Act, which I have co-sponsored 
with Democrat Congressman ELIOT 
ENGEL. The DRIVE Act seeks to reduce 
our oil consumption by 20 percent, 
which is roughly the amount of oil we 
buy from the Middle East. 

We do this through tax incentives, 
putting people in hybrids and flex-fuel 
vehicles, getting gas stations to con-
vert to flex-fuel stations so that they 
can sell ethanol and biodiesel and giv-
ing a tax incentive for automobile 
manufacturers so that they can work 
with lightweight material to make cars 
more fuel efficient. 

Please co-sponsor the DRIVE Act. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2641, ENERGY AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 

up House Resolution 481 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 481 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2641) making 
appropriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Appropriations. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. Points of order against 
provisions in the bill for failure to comply 
with clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During 
consideration of the bill for amendment, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may accord priority in recognition on the 
basis of whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises 
and reports the bill back to the House with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 2641 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SNYDER). The gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MATSUI) is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS) pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, this rule 

permits the House to consider the En-
ergy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act of 2008. The bill today is 
being considered under an open rule. 
The issues of energy and water are al-
ways important, but this year these 
issues are the very center of our na-
tional dialogue. 
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