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in the U.S. House of Representatives. She
strove to ensure equality and fairness for all
Americans. Through her work on title IX, she
was able to accomplish just that for every
American woman. The renaming of title 1X to
the Patsy Takemoto Mink Equal Opportunity in
Education Act honors her work and reminds
us all of her dedication to equality.

We should take this time to reflect on where
we have come from and the progress we have
made. Millions of women have access to the
education to make their dreams come true,
and that access was guaranteed 35 years ago
by a woman who believed that we should all
be able to better our lives.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 406, a resolution cele-
brating the accomplishments of Title IX. |
would like to thank Congresswoman HIRONO
for introducing this legislation addressing what
is an important issue for women’s equality.

Title IX requires that schools and colleges
receiving Federal funds provide female stu-
dents with athletic opportunities comparable to
those of male students.

But as critical as this is, we must all begin
to realize that Title IX is about more than civil
rights.

For many young athletes, the scholarship
opportunities afforded by Title IX might be the
only way they can go to college. What is
more, female athletes tend to graduate at
higher rates, perform better in school, are less
likely to use drugs and smoke, and have a
more positive body image, more confidence,
and better self-esteem than non-athletes.

As a direct result of Title IX, women’s par-
ticipation in intercollegiate sports has sky-
rocketed, proving that interest follows oppor-
tunity. In 1972, about 30,000 women played
college sports. Today, that number has in-
creased by more than 450 percent. Similarly,
in 1972, about 200,000 girls participated in
high school athletics. Today, that number has
increased by more than 900 percent.

It would be wrong of me to speak about
Title IX without taking time to honor my dear
friend and beloved colleague, Patsy Mink. In
1972, Patsy helped to enact Title IX and in
honor of her valiant work, Congress renamed
Title IX the “Patsy Takemoto Mink Equal Op-
portunity in Education Act.” She struggled for
30 years to protect educational equity for men
and women, and if she were with us today, |
am certain that she would be proud of our
continued fight to promote equality for all
young women around the country.

While we celebrate how far we have come,
we must also recognize that we still have a
way to go. Women remain underrepresented
in school sports, with men receiving 1.3 million
more high school athletic opportunities and
$148 million more athletic scholarship money
each year.

In the face of such realities, | am proud to
join my colleagues to support this resolution, a
statement of our determination to recommit
ourselves to the causes of education, oppor-
tunity, and equality in our society.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the remainder of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HIirRONO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 406.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DR. FRANCIS TOWNSEND POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1352) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 127 East Locust Street in
Fairbury, Illinois, as the ‘‘Dr. Francis
Townsend Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 1352

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DR. FRANCIS TOWNSEND POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 127
East Locust Street in Fairbury, Illinois,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“Dr.
Francis Townsend Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “‘Dr. Francis Townsend
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of S. 1352, which names a
postal facility in Fairbury, Illinois,
after Dr. Francis Townsend.

S. 1352, which was introduced by Sen-
ator RICHARD DURBIN on May 10, 2007,
was reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on June 12, 2007 by a voice vote.

Dr. Francis Townsend was born in
1867 into an impoverished Illinois farm-
ing family. Shortly after he was born,
his family moved to Nebraska, where
he graduated from high school and
began a varied career. He tried farming
and selling in Kansas, land speculation
in Los Angeles, and worked as a la-
borer in Colorado.

In 1899, he enrolled in the Omaha
Medical College, and graduated in 1903
at the age of 36. He served as an Army
doctor in World War I and during the
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Great Depression, and took a job as the
assistant director of the City Health
Office in Long Beach, California. At
the age of 66, Dr. Townsend lost his job
and found himself both poor and out of
work.

There were millions of elderly people
just like him who were barely making
ends meet. One day he had a vision of
how to help the elderly and the coun-
try as a whole. He wrote a letter to a
newspaper outlining his ‘‘old-aged pen-
sion plan for seniors.” This plan cre-
ated a Federal pension of $200 a month
paid to every citizen 60 and older on
the condition that the pensioner spend
the entire sum within 30 days in order
to stimulate the economy. His efforts
influenced the passage of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Social Secu-
rity Act.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league from Illinois, Senator RICHARD
DURBIN, for introducing this legisla-
tion, and I urge swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
one of Fairbury, Illinois’ most famous
citizens, and that was Dr. Francis
Townsend. He was an American physi-
cian best known for creating the Town-
send Old-age Revolving Pension plan
and for spurring social movement that
advocated for benefits for the elderly
during the 1930s.

Dr. Townsend, the son of a farmer,
grew up in Fairbury, Illinois, and at-
tended Omaha Medical College in 1917.
Shortly after becoming a physician, he
served in the Army Medical Corps dur-
ing World War I. After leaving the
Army, he began a medical practice in
Long Beach, California. When this was
not successful, he obtained employ-
ment as the assistant city health direc-
tor. Sadly, due to the Great Depres-
sion, he lost that job and was forced
into retirement.

In 1933, Dr. Townsend witnessed
something extremely heartbreaking
but not uncommon during the Great
Depression when he saw three old la-
dies searching through trash cans in
his back alley for food. This became a
watershed moment for the doctor. In
response to what he observed, and his
inner drive to help others, he decided
to become involved in politics. Later
that year he created the Townsend
Plan, which proposed creating a Fed-
eral pension of $200 a month for every
citizen 60 years old and older on the
condition that the money would be
spent within 30 days in order to stimu-
late the economy.

By 1934, through his leadership and
determination to help the down-
trodden, the plan generated a great
deal of support and gave rise to the es-
tablishment of at least 5,000 ‘“Town-
send clubs’ nationwide. At the height
of popularity, membership in the clubs
totaled over 2 million people.

By 1935, an additional 25 million
Americans signed petitions to Congress
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and the White House supporting the
implementation of Dr. Townsend’s
plan. He became such a national celeb-
rity by this time that he testified be-
fore Congress.

Thanks to Dr. Townsend’s efforts, his
social crusades sparked a mnational
antipoverty movement in 1933 that
likely contributed to the expedited
passage of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s So-
cial Security Act of 1935, one of the
major initiatives of the New Deal.

Dr. Townsend was a steadfast leader
and original thinker. His efforts to
fight poverty during our Nation’s worst
economic crisis and his exemplary
civic activism are an example for us
all.

Naming the Fairbury, Illinois, post
office after one of its most famous citi-
zens during the sesquicentennial anni-
versary of Fairbury is a fitting celebra-
tion of both Dr. Townsend’s contribu-
tions to the city and to this important
milestone.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
would just close by noting that here is
an excellent example of a citizen with
an idea, an idea that was promulgated
into legislation, legislation that all of
us, if we live to be 65 or somewhat close
to, benefit from. And so I think it is in-
deed appropriate.

Again, I want to thank Senator DUR-
BIN for introducing this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 1352.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————
O 1515

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF JUNETEENTH INDEPENDENCE
DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
155) recognizing the historical signifi-
cance of Juneteenth Independence Day,
and expressing the sense of Congress
that history should be regarded as a
means for understanding the past and
more effectively facing the challenges
of the future.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 155

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not

reach frontier areas of the United States,
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and in particular the Southwestern States,
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion
of the Civil War;

Whereas on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and that the
enslaved were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day, as the anniversary of their eman-

cipation;
Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest continue the tradition of

Juneteenth Independence Day as inspiration
and encouragement for future generations;

Whereas for more than 135 years,
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations
have been held to honor African American
freedom while encouraging self-development
and respect for all cultures;

Whereas although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a
national, and even global, event, the history
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains
an example for all people of the United
States, regardless of background, religion, or
race: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That—

(1) Congress recognizes the historical sig-
nificance of Juneteenth Independence Day to
the Nation;

(2) Congress supports the continued cele-
bration of Juneteenth Independence Day to
provide an opportunity for the people of the
United States to learn more about the past
and to better understand the experiences
that have shaped the Nation;

(3) the President is urged to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United
States to observe Juneteenth Independence
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs; and

(4) it is the sense of Congress that—

(A) history should be regarded as a means
for understanding the past and more effec-
tively facing the challenges of the future;
and

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvVIs) and the gentleman
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
142nd anniversary of Juneteenth Inde-
pendence Day. On June 19, 1865, MG
Gordon Granger and Union soldiers ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with the
news of the Emancipation Proclama-
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tion and the end of the Civil War. News
of President Abraham Lincoln’s Eman-
cipation Proclamation on January 1,
1863, did not reach the frontier areas of
the United States, especially the
Southwest, for almost 2% years. Gen-
eral Granger’s General Order No. 3 on
June 19, 1865, is recognized as the day
that all slaves in the United States
were finally freed.

Juneteenth has become recognized as
a State, regional, and national event
that honors the freeing of slaves in the
United States. As Americans, we must
never forget how precious freedom is.
Juneteenth is the day that all Ameri-
cans of all races, creeds and ethnic
backgrounds can celebrate freedom and
the end of slavery in the United States.
Its historical significance should be re-
garded as a means of understanding the
past and more effectively facing the
challenges of the future.

As the sponsor of H. Con. Res. 155, 1
encourage all of my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation and urge President
Bush to issue a proclamation observing
Juneteenth Independence Day with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities and
programs.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is difficult to imagine
a time when national news took
months and sometimes years to dis-
seminate throughout the country.
Today we get immediate news updates
through various outlets. But it was
over 2 years after President Lincoln
gave the historical Emancipation Proc-
lamation that the slaves of Galveston,
Texas, learned that their long-deserved
freedom had been won. It was on that
date, June 19, 1865, when Union soldiers
made their way southwest to spread
the joyful news of their Civil War vic-
tory.

Every year on June 19, commonly
known as Juneteenth Independence
Day, African Americans in the South-
west and around the Nation celebrate
their emancipation, their culture and
the historic significance of the civil
rights struggles. It is critical that we
educate our children not only of Amer-
ican history and the Civil War, but the
tradition of Juneteenth Independence
Day. By taking time to celebrate these
anniversaries, we honor the richness,
diversity and heritage of all races that
form our great Nation.

June 19th is a time to acknowledge a
period of history that helped shape our
Nation and continues to influence our
society today. It is with great honor
that I support the passage of House
Concurrent Resolution 155.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman from
Idaho for his remarks and comments
and for his support of this resolution. I
also would just note that I attended a
Juneteenth celebration in the neigh-
borhood where I live on Saturday, and,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-15T21:55:48-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




