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For all of these reasons, we should honor
American fathers by amending the flag code
to include Father’'s Day on the list of important
observances.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms.
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2356.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

————

SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND
VALUES OF THE OLYMPIC MOVE-
MENT

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 395) sup-
porting the ideals and values of the
Olympic movement.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 395

Whereas, for over 100 years, the Olympic
movement has built a more peaceful and bet-
ter world by educating young people through
athletics, by bringing together athletes from
many countries in friendly competition, and
by forging new relationships bound by
friendship, solidarity, sportsmanship, and
fair play;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee is dedicated to coordinating and de-
veloping athletic activity in the TUnited
States to foster productive working relation-
ships among sports-related organizations;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee promotes and supports athletic ac-
tivities involving the United States and for-
eign nations;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee promotes and encourages physical fit-
ness and public participation in athletic ac-
tivities;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee assists organizations and persons con-
cerned with sports in the development of
athletic programs for able-bodied and dis-
abled athletes regardless of age, race, or gen-
der;

Whereas the United States Olympic Com-
mittee protects the opportunity of each ath-
lete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator,
and official to participate in athletic com-
petition;

Whereas the United States Olympic Train-
ing Centers in Colorado, California, New
York, Michigan, and Alabama are dedicated
to the development of Olympic athletes;

Whereas athletes representing the United
States at the Olympic games have achieved
great success personally and for the Nation;

Whereas thousands of men and women of
the United States are focusing their energy
and skill on becoming part of the United
States Olympic team and aspire to compete
in the 2008 Olympic games;
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Whereas the Nation takes great pride in
the qualities of commitment to excellence,
grace under pressure, and good will toward
other competitors exhibited by the athletes
of the United States Olympic team; and

Whereas June 23, 2007 is the anniversary of
the founding of the modern Olympic move-
ment, representing the date on which the
Congress of Paris approved the proposal of
Pierre de Coubertin to found the modern
Olympic games: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the ideals and values of the
Olympic movement;

(2) calls upon the President to issue a proc-
lamation recognizing the anniversary of the
founding of the modern Olympic movement;
and

(3) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe such anniversary with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have five legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I would first like to commend our
distinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN), for in-
troducing this important resolution.

The Olympics are, first and foremost,
about sports, athletes from around the
world uniting in their love of their
games and their commitment to free
and fair competition.

But the Olympics are also an impor-
tant global forum where athletes,
trainers and leaders and spectators
from around the world come together
to participate in and observe the great-
est competition on Earth. The games
epitomize the spirit of global harmony
and cooperation among nations.

For over 100 years, the modern Olym-
pics movement, in sponsoring the
games, has built understanding by
bringing athletes together around the
world in open competition and by forg-
ing new bonds of friendship, solidarity
and sportsmanship.

Given the current state of global af-
fairs, we all have learned a lot from the
Olympic participants and from the
symbolism of the peaceful assemblage
of people from all different walks of
life.

It is with this harmonious sentiment
that Mr. LAMBORN’s resolution recog-
nizes the significance of the Olympic
movement in global understanding.

This resolution is particularly timely
as we approach the 2008 games in Bei-
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jing, China, and encourages China to
act responsibly in accordance with the
spirit of this Olympics.

This bill also recognizes the proud
history of our own U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee, which has coordinated the de-
velopment of young athletes in the
United States and sent so many of
them to represent our country with
amazing poise.

I'm delighted that the House will
today take this opportunity to recog-
nize the anniversary of the founding of
the modern Olympic movement on
June 23.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 395. I am pleased
to sponsor this resolution that sup-
ports and commemorates the ideals
and values of the Olympics.

In a few weeks, on June 23, 2007, the
United States Olympic Committee will
be celebrating the anniversary of the
founding of the modern Olympic move-
ment.

Specifically, June 23 represents the
date in 1896 on which the Congress of
Paris approved the proposal of Baron
Pierre de Coubertin to found the mod-
ern Olympic games.

The Olympics emphasize the values
and ideals of, among other things, an
active, healthy lifestyle for both able-
bodied and disabled athletes, personal
excellence, good sportsmanship and
fair play, without regard for gender,
race or age.

The Olympic movement and its mes-
sage of peace and solidarity offer hope
during times of tumultuous world
events.

For over 100 years the Olympic move-
ment has built a more peaceful and
better world by educating young people
through athletics, by bringing together
athletes from many countries in friend-
ly competition, and by forging new re-
lationships bound by friendship, soli-
darity, sportsmanship and fair play.

Presently, thousands of men and
women throughout the United States
are working hard to prepare for com-
petition to proudly represent our great
Nation. Embodying values of health
and fitness, Olympic athletes are role
models for young people as obesity be-
comes far too widespread in the United
States.

These athletes will be participating
in one of the upcoming Olympic games:
the XV Pan American Games, which
will take place in Rio de Janiero,
Brazil, later this year; the XXVIV
Summer Olympics in Beijing, China, in
2008; and the XXI Winter Olympics in
Vancouver, Canada, in 2010.

As China prepares to open its doors
to the world, the 2008 Olympic games in
Beijing could well be a defining event
for our generation.

The Olympic movement’s ideals and
values are as relevant today, if not
more so, than when the modern Olym-
pic games began more than 100 years
ago.
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I wish to commend the gentleman for
his statement, and to honor the spirit
of the Olympic movement, and espe-
cially that the great State of Colorado
hosts the resources and the facilities
that allow our athletes from all over
the country to come and to train and
to prepare adequately for this impor-
tant global event.

And I cannot help but to reflect on
some of the history and how important
are some of the events that were clas-
sical as far as the Olympics were con-
cerned. And I want to share with my
colleagues one of the great personal-
ities that have come out of this, a gen-
tleman by the name of Jim Thorpe,
who was a descendent, who was a Sauk
and Fox Indian, American Indian, a de-
scendant of a great warrior chief and
athlete himself, Black Hawk, Jim
Thorpe. It is very interesting in the an-
nals of the Olympic games. In 1912,
when he won the Olympics, several
gold medals in the Olympics there, and
he was approached by the King Gustav
of Belgium, and he said, Sir, this is
what the king said to Mr. Thorpe. Sir,
you are the greatest athlete in the
world. And Thorpe, never a man to
stand on ceremony, answered and sim-
ply said, Thanks, King.

Jim Thorpe was one of the greatest
athletes in the world. He played base-
ball, he played football, in fact, in 1950
he was named the greatest American
football player. And then another acco-
lade that was given to this great ath-
lete, Olympic athlete, the greatest
overall male, at least by the Associated
Press in 1950.

Jim Thorpe, unfortunately, was sus-
pended in terms of the medals that he
won during the Olympics supposedly
because he had played professional
baseball. Supposedly, this is what he
was accused of.

Well, later on his medals were re-
stored.

But given the fact that this is one of
the great personalities that have
evolved from the spirit of the Olympic
movement, another gentleman that I
want to share with my colleagues his-
torically was a gentleman by the name
of Jesse Owens, a son of Alabama, but
raised in the State of Ohio, in Cleve-
land, Ohio, specifically.

It was in the 1936 Olympics, 1936
Olympics in Berlin, Germany, and
there was this problem that some of
our friends from Germany, particularly
Adolph Hitler, had this very inter-
esting concept about the supremacy of
the white Aryan race. And this African
American athlete went there and won
four gold medals, to the extent that it
was very ironic.

Here, Jesse Owens could not even
train together with his white counter-
parts, the members of the Olympic
Committee, representing the United
States of America. And yet, when he
got to Germany, in the midst of 110,000
spectators in that stadium there in
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Berlin, ironically Owens was allowed to
travel and stay in the same hotels as
whites in Germany, and yet was denied
the same privilege here in our own
country.

The fact is even noted that after a
New York ticker tape parade that was
given in his honor in New York City,
that Owens had to ride the freight ele-
vator to attend a reception for him at
the Waldorf Astoria.

I think it’s worth noting that this
gentleman, humble as he was, one of
the greatest athletes, one of the great-
est athletes coming from our country,
again the spirit of the Olympics, where
race, color, creed or religion should
have no barrier, and yet this great
American set a tremendous example of
what he did in 1936.

Unfortunately, as well, in 1968, at the
height of the civil rights movement,
the Olympics that took place in Mex-
ico, where gentlemen by the name of
Tommy Smith and John Carlos dem-
onstrated in their own way, of course
they were highly ridiculed by the
media; and it was their way of showing
that something was wrong here in
America. African Americans were not
given the same civil rights and lib-
erties as all other Federal Americans,
as is guaranteed supposedly by the U.S.
Constitution.

They made a display of their concern
that in America, that something was
wrong in our country. And I think they
were later honored by the San Jose
State University for the fact that they
stood up for principle, not because they
hated the Olympics or being athletes,
but because of that.

Then the Olympics of 1980, we had a
very serious problem when the Soviet
Union attacked Afghanistan. And
President Carter then issued a very in-
teresting statement. You pull out of
Afghanistan or we’re going to boycott
the Olympics. That’s exactly what hap-
pened in 1980. And unfortunately, all
our athletes who trained so hard for
that 4-year period just wasted that
whole energy and time unfortunately.
But because of political reasons.

And here’s one of the ironies, Mr.
Speaker, that the United States was
joined in this boycott with Japan, West
Germany, China and Canada. And guess
who didn’t join us? Great Britain,
France, Greece. Very, very interesting
host of supposedly our allies and
friends as a matter of principle in
terms of what the Soviet Union did in
1979.

And then what happened in 1984? The
Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact
members turned around and boycotted
the Olympics in Los Angeles.

J 1500

In the 1988 Olympics in Korea, Mr.
Speaker, it was my privilege to lead
the first delegation of my territory, as
members of the Olympic Committee,
believe it or not, in the Olympic orga-
nization, in Seoul, Korea. And what an
awesome and powerful force it was to
show the world community in terms of
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showing these athletes who prepare for
so long and so hard that they could
share not only their talent but, more
than that, their fellowship with each
other.

Now, in the advent of what is hap-
pening seriously in terms of what we
are trying to do in Darfur, the moment
now among some of the leaders and
others in the world is to boycott the
Olympics in China because some feel
that China is not doing enough to put
pressure on the Sudanese Government
to stop the genocide, to stop the geno-
cide in Darfur, where over 400,000 lives
have already been lost because of that
terrible crisis of genocide, and over 2
million refugees have already been
sighted because of this terrible inci-
dent’s happening, and the fact that
China receives 70 percent of its oil sup-
ply from Sudan and the fact that China
also supplies arms to the Sudanese
Government.

It is a very serious issue. And, unfor-
tunately, like I said, I wish we lived in
a perfect world where we can separate
the politics from athletics, but this is
not the reality that we are faced with.

And I am also making an urgent plea
to our good friends from China, the
leaders of China, to put pressure on the
Sudanese Government, put pressure on
the Sudanese Government to stop the
genocide in Darfur.

Again, I want to commend my col-
league and good friend for his support
and for the sponsorship of this impor-
tant legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to thank my colleague from
American Samoa for the words he has
just shared and especially for the in-
spiring example that he recounted to
us of Jim Thorpe and Jesse Owens.

An Olympic athlete has the potential
to galvanize the attention of the entire
country, sometimes the entire world,
through overcoming adversity through
athletic excellence, and I expect that
we will be seeing a lot more of that in
the future. And that is the kind of in-
spiration that we as Americans and our
young people can benefit from.

I am proud that in Colorado Springs
we have the headquarters of the United
States Olympic Committee and we
have a very involved training center in
Colorado Springs, in my district. We
also have training centers in other
parts of the country. I am aware of
training centers in California, New
York, and Michigan as well. So the
Olympics movement is something that
we as a Nation can be proud of and can
support, and I would hope that this res-
olution makes a big step in that direc-
tion.

I want to thank my colleague across
the aisle for helping me on this resolu-
tion, for the words that he shared.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 395.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

PROVIDING THAT EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR OF INTER-AMERICAN
DEVELOPMENT BANK MAY
SERVE ON BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDA-
TION

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the Senate bill (S. 676) to provide that
the Executive Director of the Inter-
American Development Bank or the Al-
ternate Executive Director of the
Inter-American Development Bank
may serve on the Board of Directors of
the Inter-American Foundation.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 676

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY TO APPOINT EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OR ALTERNATE EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE INTER-
AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK TO

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDATION.

The third sentence of section 401(g) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1969 (22 U.S.C.
290f(g)) is amended to read as follows: ‘“Three
members of the Board shall be appointed
from among the following: officers or em-
ployees of agencies of the United States con-
cerned with inter-American affairs, the
United States Executive Director of the
Inter-American Development Bank, or the
Alternate Executive Director of the Inter-
American Development Bank.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
LAMBORN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this proposed legislation.

The Inter-American Foundation is an
important agency of the United States
Government that strengthens relations
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between the United States and Latin
America and makes significant con-
tributions to economic development
and civil society throughout the re-
gion. The foundation, which also re-
ceives contributions from the Inter-
American Development Bank, pri-
marily funds partnerships among
grass-roots and nonprofit organizations
and businesses and local governments.
These partnerships are directed at im-
proving the quality of life of poor peo-
ple and strengthening civic participa-
tion, accountability, and democratic
practices.

The foundation is therefore a vital
agency that bolsters Latin America
and ought to have the full support of
relevant agencies and bodies, espe-
cially the Inter-American Development
Bank.

The bill before the House today
comes to us from the Senate. It simply
makes explicit that the executive di-
rector of the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank should be eligible for ap-
pointment to the board of the Inter-
American Foundation. While it was
previously assumed that the head of
the bank could be appointed to the
foundation board, such eligibility was
never codified in the law.

This bill is a technical fix that our
good friends, the distinguished chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, Mr. BIDEN; and the senior
ranking member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, Mr. LUGAR, be-
lieve that this law should be installed.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation adds a
technical clarification to the Inter-
American Foundation Act. By back-
ground, this bill would amend the
Inter-American Foundation Act to
clarify that the President may appoint
the TU.S. executive director of the
Inter-American Development Bank, or
IADB, or his alternate to serve as a
member of the Board of the Inter-
American Foundation.

The Inter-American Foundation Act
requires that three members of the
nine-member board ‘‘shall be appointed
from among officers or employees of
agencies of the United States con-
cerned with inter-American affairs.”

The authors of this legislation appear
to believe the clarification is necessary
because some have recently questioned
whether or not a U.S. executive direc-
tor to an international financial insti-
tution, or IFI, like the IADB, is actu-
ally an officer or employee of agencies
of the United States.

I would note simply that this ques-
tion is largely a nonissue. To my
knowledge, never before has Congress
questioned whether a U.S. executive di-
rector could concurrently serve on the
Inter-American Foundation’s board.

Indeed, any experience with the day-
to-day operations of the international

June 11, 2007

financial institutions would suggest
that the U.S. executive directors to
IFIs effectively function as officers or
employees of the United States. In this
regard the World Bank Web site states
that ‘“‘the U.S. executive director is an
employee of the U.S. Department of
Treasury and is supported by an alter-
nate executive director for the United
States, as well as a team of advisers
representing different executive branch
agencies.”

The U.S. representatives to the IFIs
receive detailed instructions from the
Secretary of the Treasury regarding
the position of the United States Gov-
ernment on all votes pending before
the board, as well as on all outstanding
policy matters. The U.S. representa-
tives to these institutions are also eli-
gible to receive employee benefits, and
the Treasury Department serves as the
employing office for collecting, ac-
counting for all retirement and health
insurance benefits payments made by
these individuals.

Having said that, passage of this act
will certainly do no harm and may
serve to help expedite the consider-
ation of Hector Morales to serve as a
member of the Board of Directors of
the Inter-American Foundation. Mr.
Morales is currently serving as the
United States executive director of the
Inter-American Development Bank, a
position to which he was appointed
after receiving the advice and consent
of the Senate in November 2004. The
position on the Board of Inter-Amer-
ican Foundation would be a part-time
appointment.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my good friend, the gentleman
from Colorado, for his most eloquent
statement.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill, S. 676.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING AND WELCOMING
THE DELEGATION OF PRESI-
DENTS, PRIME MINISTERS, AND
FOREIGN MINISTERS FROM THE
CARIBBEAN TO WASHINGTON, DC

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
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