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creates a web portal of public and pri-
vate science, technology, math edu-
cation scholarships, loans, and grants 
that are available. And the database 
would be searchable by field of study, 
demographics, and level of study. By 
placing all of these scholarships in one 
easily accessible location, H.R. 1051 
greatly increases the chances that our 
students will be able to pursue these 
valuable opportunities. 

It is not without coincidence this bill 
comes up 3 to 4 weeks after the missed 
reauthorization wherein we set aside a 
certain amount of money to complete 
the huge web portal that would replace 
what agencies are doing in manufac-
turing and what programs are avail-
able. So this fits very tidily into that 
program, and I would encourage that 
the House adopt it. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I am now 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York, my col-
league on the Committee on Education 
and Labor (Mrs. MCCARTHY), who also 
understands the importance of this leg-
islation to individual students as well 
as to our economy at large. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding, and I would like to thank my 
colleague from the Education Com-
mittee, Congressman HOLT, for bring-
ing this measure to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1051, the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics Schol-
arship Database Act. This legislation 
will help students become more com-
petitive in science and math and allow 
them to find the scholarship that is 
right for them. 

Mr. Speaker, in the audience today 
we have many young students. This is 
the future of this country. And we have 
to do everything that we can to en-
courage our young people to go into 
the sciences, math, and engineering. 
Last year the Education Committee 
went to China and we spoke with many 
students there and the minister of edu-
cation. And their effort, and certainly 
on what they are pushing their young 
people to do, is to go into the math and 
sciences. 

This country has an obligation to 
give our young people the ability to 
compete in the future. This kind of leg-
islation is going to help in so many 
ways as far as our country on our econ-
omy. But more than that, our young 
people deserve this opportunity. 

When you think back to the 1960s 
when we were looking at the moon and 
having programs that were putting us 
into space, those were kids’ dreams. We 
need to reunite that dream, to have 
people understand that engineering and 
math is exciting. The last several years 
Mr. HOLT and Mr. EHLERS have been 
talking about science and math in our 
committee; so it is right that at this 
time we are pushing to encourage our 
young people, saying if these are the 
careers that you want to go into, we 
are going to help you between a private 
partnership and certainly with the gov-

ernment’s helping. This is a great piece 
of legislation. We should be seeing 
more and more of this. This is only the 
beginning. 

And I have to say last week I had a 
field hearing back in my district, and 
the issue had to do with gangs. And we 
had testimony from all the experts. 
But even those young people that had 
gotten into gangs, all they were asking 
for were opportunities to better them-
selves. This young fellow did go back 
to college. He did start studying 
science and math, and now he is reach-
ing out. Education is the most impor-
tant thing that we can do for our 
young people and for this country. 

So, again, I thank my colleague Mr. 
HOLT for bringing this, and I encourage 
certainly all of my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation H.R. 1051. This is 
only the beginning. We must do more 
things like this. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind all Members to re-
frain from references to persons in the 
gallery. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
simply want to close and commend 
once again my good friend Mr. HOLT for 
introducing this legislation and for 
moving this forward. 

I think the discussion that we have 
had has been good. I think that the 
breadth of individuals that have signed 
on as cosponsors to this legislation, as 
well as the diversity of the background 
of those Members who have come to 
the floor today to speak on behalf of 
this legislation, give testimony to the 
importance of moving forward and hav-
ing this kind of information available. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1051. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

As I said earlier, it may come as a 
surprise to my colleagues that this sin-
gle database where any student who 
might be interested in science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics 
could go might, they might be sur-
prised that it doesn’t already exist. In 
fact, it doesn’t. 

This is straightforward legislation 
that will make it easier for students to 
pursue a line of study or one of a num-
ber of lines of study that are critically 
important not only for their personal 
development, but for our economy and 
our society, our international competi-
tiveness, indeed, the future of our 
country. 

This is only one piece of the many 
things that we need to do that you 
have heard from other speakers about 
this morning. It is a straightforward, 
simple thing that we can do, that is 
not expensive. If we could, through this 
inexpensive method, encourage eight 
or ten or twelve more students to go 
into science, that would be wonderful. 
Instead, I expect we will get hundreds, 
if not thousands, who will find their 
way into these critical fields because of 

the existence of a database that gives 
them a place to start as they look to 
their future. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
passage of H.R. 1051, as amended. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the National STEM Schol-
arship Database Act. In a time of global eco-
nomic and scientific competition, we must en-
sure that our brightest young people have the 
resources to pursue careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math. 

When students graduate from American uni-
versities with undergraduate degrees, they 
graduate with on average, $20,000 in debt. 
This undergraduate debt is a significant factor 
in a student’s decision to pursue graduate 
school. And among science and engineering 
students, those who had debt from their un-
dergraduate education were more likely to say 
they could not afford graduate school. 

We cannot afford to limit the potential of 
these students, or those who find the cost of 
even an undergraduate education prohibitive. 
We cannot afford to have ambitious students 
with interest and aptitude in science or math 
or engineering shut out of our colleges. We 
need Americans with advanced degrees in the 
STEM fields to propel our Nation forward in 
discovery and innovation. 

This bill makes it easier for students to find 
scholarships and grants to finance their edu-
cations. It does not require a significant invest-
ment from the Federal Government—although 
I believe we should make the investment in 
more Federal loans in the future. It simply cre-
ates a central location where students can 
learn about their options. 

This is a common sense way to help stu-
dents pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering, and math. It is a simple, low-cost 
part of our competitiveness agenda, and I 
urge my colleagues to vote for it today. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
HOLT) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1051, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIRST HIGHER EDUCATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2559) to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2559 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘First Higher 
Education Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS. 

Section 2(a) of the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 (P.L. 109–81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 
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note) is amended by striking ‘‘June 30, 2007’’ 
and inserting ‘‘October 31, 2007’’. 
SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act, or in the Higher Edu-
cation Extension Act of 2005 as amended by 
this Act, shall be construed to limit or oth-
erwise alter the authorizations of appropria-
tions for, or the durations of, programs con-
tained in the amendments made by the High-
er Education Reconciliation Act of 2005 (P.L. 
109–171) to the provisions of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 and the Taxpayer-Teacher 
Protection Act of 2004. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent for 5 legislative 
days during which Members may insert 
material relevant to H.R. 2559 into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. HINOJOSA asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

b 1100 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong report of H.R. 2559, a bill to 
extend the Higher Education Act 
through October 31, 2007. 

This bill is very straightforward. It 
simply extends the current programs 
authorized under the Higher Education 
Act until October 31, 2007, giving us the 
time to fully consider and complete the 
reauthorization act. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
MCKEON, the ranking member of the 
full committee, and Congressman RIC 
KELLER, the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on Higher Education, 
Lifelong Learning and Competitive-
ness, for joining Chairman GEORGE 
MILLER and me in bringing this non-
controversial extension to the floor in 
a bipartisan manner. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2559, which is a measure to extend pro-
grams under the Higher Education Act 
that are set to expire at the end of this 
month. 

I want to thank my committee col-
leagues, Chairman MILLER, Chairman 
HINOJOSA, Mr. MCKEON and Mr. KELLER 
for their work on this bill, as well as 
their consistent efforts on behalf of our 
Nation’s college students and their 
families. 

Bolstering our higher education and 
student aid programs has long been a 
priority for Congress, regardless of 

which party was in the majority. In the 
last Congress, for example, under Re-
publican leadership, we passed a meas-
ure that reduced lender subsidies, in-
creased loan limits for students, and 
provided additional resources for stu-
dents studying math, science and crit-
ical foreign languages in college. 

Unfortunately, the Senate didn’t act 
on the higher education reauthoriza-
tion in the last Congress, so we were 
forced to extend programs under the 
law last September. In that extension, 
we included a number of important 
benefits for college students and insti-
tutions of higher education as well. For 
example, we reduced red tape and pro-
vided loan forgiveness to spouses and 
parents of those who died or became 
disabled on September 11. 

Mr. Speaker, just last month, the 
House continued our work to strength-
en the student aid system by passing 
the Student Loan Sunshine Act, bipar-
tisan legislation that will restore con-
fidence in the relationships between 
student lenders and colleges and uni-
versities. 

Now, as we prepare anew to reauthor-
ize programs under the Higher Edu-
cation Act, we are again faced with the 
need to pass an extension of these pro-
grams to bridge this gap. Now, make 
no mistake, the measure before us 
today is worthy of our support, but, at 
the same time, I am hopeful that our 
friends on the other side of the Capitol 
will renew their commitment to a full 
reauthorization. These extensions, now 
five of which we’ve had in the last Con-
gress alone, ought to become a thing of 
the past. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle and on both sides of the Cap-
itol in completing our reauthorization 
work in the 110th Congress. Just as im-
portantly, I also look forward to work-
ing toward reforms that recognize the 
contributions of market-based pro-
grams that have been made on behalf 
of millions of students for the last sev-
eral decades. In the meantime, I urge 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to express my strong commitment, as 
chairman of the Higher Education Sub-
committee, that I will work very close-
ly with Congressman PRICE from Geor-
gia and all of the members of our com-
mittee to be able to finish the work 
necessary to reauthorize the Higher 
Education Act sometime before the end 
of this year, hopefully in October. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
am now pleased to yield to my good 
friend and fellow physician, a gen-
tleman from Louisiana who has been a 
strong proponent of higher education 
in his work on the committee. I yield 
the gentleman 3 minutes. 

Mr. BOUSTANY. I thank my col-
league. 

Mr. Speaker, it is high time that we 
actually get the work done on this. We 
really need to get this done perma-
nently, but I rise in support of this ex-
tension so that we can continue to 
move the ball forward. It is my hope 
that the other body across the Capitol 
will move this time around. I know we 
are going to do it here in the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the 
House has agreed to include a provision 
I offered with subcommittee Chairman 
ROB ANDREWS that would limit pro-
jected physician shortages. This was an 
amendment to the bill that we had in 
the 109th Congress, and it is my under-
standing that it will be included in the 
base bill, and I am very pleased. 

I hope, also, that Congress will add a 
provision that I introduced with Con-
gresswoman MCCARTHY to meet the fu-
ture need of qualified nurses, which is 
an area where we have critical short-
ages throughout the country. And so it 
is my hope that as we go forward with 
this bill on the House side we can in-
troduce this language into the bill or 
perhaps amend the bill, if necessary. 

Once again, I think it is critical that 
we get the job done on this. We did our 
work in the 109th Congress. The other 
body needs to move forward. We need 
to complete our work here so we can 
get a good, solid reauthorization bill 
that will do justice to our higher edu-
cation system. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman once again for 
moving this issue forward. Again, I 
look forward to working with him as 
we move forward with the Higher Edu-
cation Reauthorization Act. I am con-
fident that we will be able to get it 
done in this Congress. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. I thank Congress-
man PRICE for those closing remarks. 
And with that, Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
House to pass H.R. 2559. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HINOJOSA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2559. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE MERCURY 13 
WOMEN 

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 421) honoring the trail-
blazing accomplishments of the ‘‘Mer-
cury 13’’ women, whose efforts in the 
early 1960s demonstrated the capabili-
ties of American women to undertake 
the human exploration of space. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 
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