
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6015 June 6, 2007 
confirmed over the last 20 years. Three 
have been fired for political partisan-
ship during that time. 

However, in the last 9 months, nine 
have been fired because they didn’t bow 
to the partisan pressures of the execu-
tive branch of government. The Attor-
ney General has allowed these nine 
U.S. attorneys names to be trashed in 
the public. 

This is worse than Watergate. There 
is reason to believe that a cover-up oc-
curred, and that will be worse than the 
dirty deed. How did each of these get 
on the list in the first place? And out 
of the original 30, how did you get off 
the list? What did you have to do to be 
removed from that list, Mr. Attorney 
General? 

This is not the moral high ground. No 
one is above the law. 

f 

b 1030 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The Speaker pro tempore. Members 
are reminded to address their remarks 
to the Chair. 

f 

PERMITTING OFFICIAL PHOTO-
GRAPHS OF HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES TO BE TAKEN 
WHILE HOUSE IS IN SESSION 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a resolution (H. Res. 
460) and ask unanimous consent for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 460 

Resolved, That on such date as the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives may des-
ignate, official photographs of the House 
may be taken while the House is in actual 
session. Payment for the costs associated 
with taking, preparing, and distributing such 
photographs may be made from the applica-
ble accounts of the House of Representatives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

AUTHORIZING TRANSFERS FROM 
SENATE GIFT SHOP REVOLVING 
FUND 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
take from the Speaker’s table the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1537) to authorize the trans-
fer of certain funds from the Senate 
Gift Shop Revolving Fund to the Sen-
ate Employee Child Care Center, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-
lows: 

S. 1537 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TRANSFERS FROM SENATE GIFT 

SHOP REVOLVING FUND. 
Section 2(c) of Public Law 102–392 (2 U.S.C. 

121d(c)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(3) The Secretary of the Senate may 
transfer from the fund to the Senate Em-
ployee Child Care Center proceeds from the 
sale of holiday ornaments by the Senate Gift 
Shop for the purpose of funding necessary ac-
tivities and expenses of the Center, including 
scholarships, educational supplies, and 
equipment.’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

REPORT ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 
459, DISMISSING ELECTION CON-
TEST RELATING TO OFFICE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM 21ST 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
FLORIDA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, from 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–175) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 459) dismissing the election con-
test relating to the office of Represent-
ative from the Twenty-first Congres-
sional District of Florida, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 
461, DISMISSING ELECTION CON-
TEST RELATING TO OFFICE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM 24TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
FLORIDA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, from 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–176) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 461) dismissing the election con-
test relating to the office of Represent-
ative from the Twenty-fourth Congres-
sional District of Florida, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 
462, DISMISSING ELECTION CON-
TEST RELATING TO OFFICE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF LOUISIANA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, from 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–177) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 462) dismissing the election con-
test relating to the office of Represent-
ative from the Fourth Congressional 
District of Louisiana, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

REPORT ON HOUSE RESOLUTION 
463, DISMISSING ELECTION CON-
TEST RELATING TO OFFICE OF 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM FIFTH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
FLORIDA 
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, from 

the Committee on House Administra-
tion, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–178) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 463) dismissing the election con-
test relating to the office of Represent-
ative from the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

NATIONAL STEM SCHOLARSHIP 
DATABASE ACT 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1051) to direct the Secretary of 
Education to establish and maintain a 
public website through which individ-
uals may find a complete database of 
available scholarships, fellowships, and 
other programs of financial assistance 
in the study of science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1051 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
STEM Scholarship Database Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL DATABASE ON FINANCIAL AS-

SISTANCE FOR STUDY OF SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 
DATABASE.— 

(1) DATABASE.—The Secretary of Education 
shall establish and maintain, on the public 
website of the Department of Education, a 
database consisting of information on schol-
arships, fellowships, and other programs of 
financial assistance available from public 
and private sources for the study of science, 
technology, engineering, or mathematics at 
the post-secondary and post-baccalaureate 
levels. 

(2) PRESENTATION OF INFORMATION.—The in-
formation maintained on the database estab-
lished under this section shall be displayed 
on the website in the following manner: 

(A) Separate information shall be provided 
for each of the fields of study referred to in 
paragraph (1) and for post-secondary and 
post-baccalaureate programs of financial as-
sistance. 

(B) The database shall provide specific in-
formation on any programs of financial as-
sistance which are targeted to individuals of 
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a particular gender, ethnicity, or other de-
mographic group. 

(C) If the sponsor of any program of finan-
cial assistance included on the database 
maintains a public website, the database 
shall provide hyperlinks to the website. 

(D) In addition to providing the hyperlink 
to the website of a sponsor of a program of 
financial assistance as required under sub-
paragraph (C), the database shall provide 
general information that an interested per-
son may use to contact the sponsor, includ-
ing the sponsor’s electronic mail address. 

(E) The database shall have a search capa-
bility which permits an individual to search 
for information on the basis of each category 
of the information provided and on the basis 
of combinations of categories of the informa-
tion provided, including whether the scholar-
ship is need- or merit-based and by relevant 
academic majors. 

(F) The database shall include a rec-
ommendation that students and families 
should carefully review all of the application 
requirements prior to applying for aid, and a 
disclaimer that the scholarships presented in 
the database are not provided or endorsed by 
the Department of Education or the Federal 
Government. 

(b) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON 
DATABASE.—The Secretary shall take such 
actions as may be necessary on an ongoing 
basis, including sending notices to secondary 
schools and institutions of higher education, 
to disseminate information on the database 
established and maintained under this Act 
and to encourage its use by interested par-
ties. 

(c) USE OF VENDOR TO OBTAIN INFORMA-
TION.—In carrying out this Act, the Sec-
retary of Education shall enter into a con-
tract with a private entity under which the 
entity shall furnish and regularly update all 
of the information required to be maintained 
on the database established under this sec-
tion. 

(d) ENCOURAGING THE PROVISION OF INFOR-
MATION.—In carrying out this Act, the Sec-
retary of Education and the contracted enti-
ty shall consult with public and private 
sources of scholarships and make easily 
available a process for such entities to pro-
vide regular and updated information. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act such sums as may be nec-
essary for fiscal years 2008 through 2012. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I request 

that there be 5 legislative days during 
which Members may insert material 
relevant to H.R. 1050 into the RECORD, 
and I ask unanimous consent that 
Members be allowed to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I will be brief. This is 

an important piece of all of the work 
that we have to do to improve our 
science, engineering, technology and 
mathematics capability here in the 
United States. Specifically, this bill es-

tablishes a complete database of all 
available scholarships from public and 
private sources, fellowships, and other 
programs of financial assistance for the 
study of science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics. 

The Act, specifically known as the 
National STEM Scholarship Database 
Act, directs the Secretary of Education 
to establish and maintain a public Web 
site through which individuals may 
find a complete database of available 
scholarships, fellowships and financial 
assistance. 

The Secretary of Education will also, 
under this legislation, disseminate in-
formation about the database to sec-
ondary schools and to colleges and uni-
versities, institutions of higher edu-
cation. It will serve as a one-stop shop 
for financial aid information for those 
who want to study in the STEM fields. 

Now, it may be surprising to my col-
leagues that this doesn’t already exist. 
But it does not. Although there are 
many things that we need to do to im-
prove science and math teaching in ele-
mentary and secondary schools and in 
higher education, and encourage stu-
dents toward science and technology 
fields, this is one important thing we 
can accomplish today. 

We all know that higher education is 
expensive. In fact, many students are 
deterred from studying these impor-
tant fields because of the cost. 

Yet, at the same time, some of the 
opportunities for financial assistance 
go unused, and, students, however mo-
tivated they may be, often don’t know 
where to start to look for financial as-
sistance. Certainly in high school, 
school counselors are overloaded with 
typically 400 students each, and as a 
college student is trying to decide on a 
major and a specific field of engineer-
ing, for example, it’s hard to know 
where to turn for financial assistance. 

This simple straightforward database 
available through a Web site will 
greatly, I think, facilitate the stu-
dent’s ability to go into these STEM 
fields. It will serve all students at all 
levels as they are thinking about going 
into college, as they are thinking 
about choosing a major in college, as 
they are thinking about going to grad-
uate school, as they are thinking about 
whether or not to teach in a science or 
engineering or mathematics area. 

This is an important and straight-
forward piece of legislation that will 
assist our nation’s students in studying 
science and math, and will assist our 
country in our efforts to be more com-
petitive internationally. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1051, which is a bill to establish a pub-
lic Web site through which individuals 
may find a database of available schol-
arships and fellowships and other pro-
grams of financial assistance for the 
study of science and technology and 
engineering and math. 

Before I begin, I just want to com-
mend the gentleman from New Jersey 
for introducing this piece of legislation 
and for his leadership in this area. I 
also want to commend the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) for his 
leadership, as well as Mrs. MCMORRIS 
RODGERS, Mrs. BIGGERT and others for 
their support of this bill itself. 

I am a strong proponent, strong pro-
ponent of STEM education programs. 
Anything that Congress can do to 
strengthen interest in these fields is 
wholeheartedly welcome. 

As a physician, I understand and ap-
preciate the challenge that our Nation 
has in maintaining its preeminence in 
these fields. Encouraging our best and 
brightest and interested young people 
to choose this field of study is a posi-
tive step, and I believe this bill is a 
step in that direction. 

As we continue to discuss new ideas 
for the reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act, it’s important that we 
develop proposals that will ensure stu-
dents are informed about their options 
for financial aid, both from the Federal 
Government and from the private sec-
tor. In fact, the House has already 
taken one step in that direction, in-
cluded in H.R. 890, the Student Loan 
Sunshine Act, which passed last 
month, was a proposal that was offered 
by Representative KELLER, that would 
make it easier for students to get in-
formation on their options for Federal 
financial aid. 

This proposal would launch a single 
Web site for opportunities for financial 
aid in fellowships and scholarships 
being offered by any agency within the 
Federal Government. 

This bill simply takes this idea one 
step further by making sure that infor-
mation about scholarships and fellow-
ships and other forms of private finan-
cial aid is readily available to students 
interested in pursuing their opportuni-
ties in education and science, tech-
nology, engineering and math. As we 
continue to examine proposals to in-
crease America’s competitiveness, it’s 
helpful for us to equip students inter-
ested in pursuing careers in these fields 
with the information that they need 
that might assist them in financing 
their education. 

For these reasons and others, I re-
spectfully ask my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 1051. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1040 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
PRICE, who is an original cosponsor of 
this legislation, along with many oth-
ers from the Education Committee, 
from the Science Committee, and from 
elsewhere here in Congress. 

And, with that, I am pleased to yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas, my colleague on the committee 
on Education and Labor, Mr. HINOJOSA. 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 1051, the Na-
tional STEM Scholarship Database 
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Act. I would like to commend the work 
of my good friend and colleague from 
New Jersey, Congressman RUSH Holt, 
for bringing this bill forward and for 
all of his efforts to ensure that our Na-
tion stays at the forefront of the STEM 
fields. I share his commitment to mo-
bilizing our resources at all levels to 
expand the pool of opportunities in 
these career fields that are critical to 
our future security and prosperity. 

It is no secret that we are losing our 
competitive edge in producing experts 
in science, technology, math and engi-
neering. Of the 42 countries that grant-
ed more than 20,000 university degrees 
in 2002, the United States is in the bot-
tom quartile in the ratio of STEM col-
lege degrees awarded. 

Our pool of future STEM profes-
sionals can be found in our public 
schools in America. The 2007 ‘‘Condi-
tion of Education’’ reminds us that a 
growing percentage of these students 
are minorities, with a growing percent-
age from low-income families. These 
are the students that will rely on col-
lege scholarships and college financial 
aid to achieve the dream of a college 
education. 

The National STEM Scholarship 
Database will be an invaluable tool to 
help our young people to find the re-
sources they need to finance college 
education in the STEM fields. 

As the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Higher Education, I be-
lieve this legislation will also under-
score that a STEM career is possible, 
an essential message for our young 
people to hear. 

This is a real service to our young 
people and to our Nation. I thank the 
gentleman from New Jersey for his ef-
forts, and urge all my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
at this time I’d like to yield 5 minutes 
to the gentleman from Michigan, who 
has been pivotal in this area, in this 
field, Mr. EHLERS. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the National STEM Scholar-
ship Database Act, H.R. 1051. I thank 
my friend and fellow physicist, Con-
gressman RUSH HOLT, for introducing 
this important legislation; and I am 
pleased to be a cosponsor of this excel-
lent bill. 

For several years, Congressman HOLT 
and I have worked tirelessly to im-
prove our Nation’s math and science 
education. It has been wonderful to 
have a Member from the other party 
sharing my concern about the quality 
of math and science education in this 
country and the limited number of 
young people who are pursuing math 
and science-related degrees. In fact, 
I’m very pleased that Representative 
HOLT and 115 other Members have 
joined the STEM Education Caucus 
that I founded in 2004. 

Of course, I’m sure by now everyone 
knows that STEM stands for science, 
technology, engineering and mathe-
matics. It’s very important to make 
that clear, because tomorrow we’ll be 

debating a few stem-cell issue bills on 
the floor, and this bill has nothing to 
do with that. 

This year, an estimated 111,000 stu-
dents in Michigan will graduate from 
high school and may face the pricey 
but critical investment in their future 
known as paying college tuition and 
fees. In Michigan, the average cost of 
tuition fees is about $6,200 per year at 
a 4-year public university and $13,250 at 
a 4-year private university, according 
to the Chronicles of Higher Education. 

Unfortunately, data have shown that 
some students do not attend college or 
graduate school because they think 
they cannot afford it. According to the 
National Center for Education Statis-
tics, science and engineering students 
who had taken out loans as under-
graduates were more likely to indicate 
a cost-related reason for not applying 
to graduate school, compared to stu-
dents who had never borrowed funds. 

Unbeknownst to some students, sig-
nificant financial aid resources are 
available. The Federal Government 
alone provided about $80 billion in stu-
dent financial aid this fiscal year, with 
States providing almost $8 billion in 
additional financial aid. Also, the pri-
vate sector provides significant finan-
cial aid resources. 

The National STEM Scholarship 
Database Act will provide students 
with better information about avail-
able financial aid resources related to 
the STEM fields. It simply establishes 
a database to be accessed on the U.S. 
Department of Education’s Website. I 
am very hopeful that this database will 
link students with available financial 
aid resources, and I particularly hope 
this will encourage more students to 
enter STEM-related careers by enter-
ing graduate schools related to the 
STEM fields. 

This is an excellent bill, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 

I again thank Congressman HOLT for 
his work on improving STEM edu-
cation and urge all of our colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Michigan for his sup-
port and also for pointing out that this 
has nothing to do with pleuropotent 
stem cells but has to do with what is 
generally known as STEM education, 
science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics education. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m now pleased to yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois, my colleague on the Education 
Committee, Mr. HARE, who under-
stands that financial assistance is nec-
essary for nearly two-thirds of under-
graduates and most graduate students, 
and anything we can do to help them 
take advantage of available financial 
aid will improve their lives and our so-
ciety. Mr. HARE. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I come to 
the floor today as a cosponsor and a 
very strong supporter of H.R. 1051, the 
National STEM Scholarship Database 
Act. I want to commend my friend, 
Congressman RUSH Holt, with whom I 

serve on the Education and Labor Com-
mittee, for introducing this vital piece 
of legislation. 

America’s global competitiveness 
will increasingly depend on our ability 
to attract more of our best and bright-
est students into technological careers. 

Sadly, the U.S. is growing reliant on 
foreign talents to fulfill its science and 
engineering workforce needs. Accord-
ing to the National Science Founda-
tion, 25 percent of all college-educated 
professionals in science and engineer-
ing occupations in the United States 
are foreign born. 

The National STEM Scholarship 
Database addresses this problem by di-
recting the Secretary of Education to 
establish a database on the Depart-
ment’s Web site with information on fi-
nancial assistance for postsecondary 
and graduate programs in science, 
technology, engineering and mathe-
matics. This important database will 
help capable students who are inter-
ested in STEM careers find scholar-
ships to support their studies. 

We all know the cost of higher edu-
cation is very expensive. In fact, two- 
thirds of undergraduate students are 
on some form of financial aid. There-
fore, identifying funding opportunities 
is critical to the recruitment of aspir-
ing STEM students. 

H.R. 1051 is endorsed by all sectors of 
the technological workforce, and I urge 
my colleagues to help the U.S. stay 
globally competitive by voting for this 
bill. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I’m now pleased to yield 2 minutes to 
my good friend from Illinois (Mr. MAN-
ZULLO) who’s been a leader in this field 
as well. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, the 
science and technology and math edu-
cation fields, they are inseparable, tre-
mendous assets to our economic 
strength and national security. These 
disciplines are critical to ensuring our 
global competitiveness, and the de-
mand for knowledge-based jobs is grow-
ing. 

From 1994 to 2003, the proportion of 
the work force working in STEM fields 
jumped from 17 percent to 23 percent. 
Furthermore, if trends in manufac-
turing continue, over 40 percent of fac-
tory jobs will require postsecondary 
education by 2012. 

b 1050 

I spend at least half of my time in 
Congress working on manufacturing 
issues, one of the founders of the manu-
facturing caucus, and serve as co-chair-
man, along with Congressman TIM 
RYAN from the State of Ohio, and this 
is obviously a bipartisan effort in order 
to encourage more education of people 
who will be qualified to play a more 
meaningful role in the field of manu-
facturing. 

The skyrocketing cost of college edu-
cation have made access to this type of 
education more and more difficult for 
many of our brightest students. This 
bill seeks to correct the problem. It 
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creates a web portal of public and pri-
vate science, technology, math edu-
cation scholarships, loans, and grants 
that are available. And the database 
would be searchable by field of study, 
demographics, and level of study. By 
placing all of these scholarships in one 
easily accessible location, H.R. 1051 
greatly increases the chances that our 
students will be able to pursue these 
valuable opportunities. 

It is not without coincidence this bill 
comes up 3 to 4 weeks after the missed 
reauthorization wherein we set aside a 
certain amount of money to complete 
the huge web portal that would replace 
what agencies are doing in manufac-
turing and what programs are avail-
able. So this fits very tidily into that 
program, and I would encourage that 
the House adopt it. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I am now 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York, my col-
league on the Committee on Education 
and Labor (Mrs. MCCARTHY), who also 
understands the importance of this leg-
islation to individual students as well 
as to our economy at large. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding, and I would like to thank my 
colleague from the Education Com-
mittee, Congressman HOLT, for bring-
ing this measure to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1051, the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics Schol-
arship Database Act. This legislation 
will help students become more com-
petitive in science and math and allow 
them to find the scholarship that is 
right for them. 

Mr. Speaker, in the audience today 
we have many young students. This is 
the future of this country. And we have 
to do everything that we can to en-
courage our young people to go into 
the sciences, math, and engineering. 
Last year the Education Committee 
went to China and we spoke with many 
students there and the minister of edu-
cation. And their effort, and certainly 
on what they are pushing their young 
people to do, is to go into the math and 
sciences. 

This country has an obligation to 
give our young people the ability to 
compete in the future. This kind of leg-
islation is going to help in so many 
ways as far as our country on our econ-
omy. But more than that, our young 
people deserve this opportunity. 

When you think back to the 1960s 
when we were looking at the moon and 
having programs that were putting us 
into space, those were kids’ dreams. We 
need to reunite that dream, to have 
people understand that engineering and 
math is exciting. The last several years 
Mr. HOLT and Mr. EHLERS have been 
talking about science and math in our 
committee; so it is right that at this 
time we are pushing to encourage our 
young people, saying if these are the 
careers that you want to go into, we 
are going to help you between a private 
partnership and certainly with the gov-

ernment’s helping. This is a great piece 
of legislation. We should be seeing 
more and more of this. This is only the 
beginning. 

And I have to say last week I had a 
field hearing back in my district, and 
the issue had to do with gangs. And we 
had testimony from all the experts. 
But even those young people that had 
gotten into gangs, all they were asking 
for were opportunities to better them-
selves. This young fellow did go back 
to college. He did start studying 
science and math, and now he is reach-
ing out. Education is the most impor-
tant thing that we can do for our 
young people and for this country. 

So, again, I thank my colleague Mr. 
HOLT for bringing this, and I encourage 
certainly all of my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation H.R. 1051. This is 
only the beginning. We must do more 
things like this. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind all Members to re-
frain from references to persons in the 
gallery. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
simply want to close and commend 
once again my good friend Mr. HOLT for 
introducing this legislation and for 
moving this forward. 

I think the discussion that we have 
had has been good. I think that the 
breadth of individuals that have signed 
on as cosponsors to this legislation, as 
well as the diversity of the background 
of those Members who have come to 
the floor today to speak on behalf of 
this legislation, give testimony to the 
importance of moving forward and hav-
ing this kind of information available. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1051. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

As I said earlier, it may come as a 
surprise to my colleagues that this sin-
gle database where any student who 
might be interested in science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics 
could go might, they might be sur-
prised that it doesn’t already exist. In 
fact, it doesn’t. 

This is straightforward legislation 
that will make it easier for students to 
pursue a line of study or one of a num-
ber of lines of study that are critically 
important not only for their personal 
development, but for our economy and 
our society, our international competi-
tiveness, indeed, the future of our 
country. 

This is only one piece of the many 
things that we need to do that you 
have heard from other speakers about 
this morning. It is a straightforward, 
simple thing that we can do, that is 
not expensive. If we could, through this 
inexpensive method, encourage eight 
or ten or twelve more students to go 
into science, that would be wonderful. 
Instead, I expect we will get hundreds, 
if not thousands, who will find their 
way into these critical fields because of 

the existence of a database that gives 
them a place to start as they look to 
their future. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
passage of H.R. 1051, as amended. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of the National STEM Schol-
arship Database Act. In a time of global eco-
nomic and scientific competition, we must en-
sure that our brightest young people have the 
resources to pursue careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math. 

When students graduate from American uni-
versities with undergraduate degrees, they 
graduate with on average, $20,000 in debt. 
This undergraduate debt is a significant factor 
in a student’s decision to pursue graduate 
school. And among science and engineering 
students, those who had debt from their un-
dergraduate education were more likely to say 
they could not afford graduate school. 

We cannot afford to limit the potential of 
these students, or those who find the cost of 
even an undergraduate education prohibitive. 
We cannot afford to have ambitious students 
with interest and aptitude in science or math 
or engineering shut out of our colleges. We 
need Americans with advanced degrees in the 
STEM fields to propel our Nation forward in 
discovery and innovation. 

This bill makes it easier for students to find 
scholarships and grants to finance their edu-
cations. It does not require a significant invest-
ment from the Federal Government—although 
I believe we should make the investment in 
more Federal loans in the future. It simply cre-
ates a central location where students can 
learn about their options. 

This is a common sense way to help stu-
dents pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering, and math. It is a simple, low-cost 
part of our competitiveness agenda, and I 
urge my colleagues to vote for it today. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
HOLT) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1051, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIRST HIGHER EDUCATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2559) to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2559 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘First Higher 
Education Extension Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS. 

Section 2(a) of the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 (P.L. 109–81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 
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