
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5940 June 5, 2007 
southern region of the United States, 
the Ouachita National Forest. 

As Chairwoman CHRISTENSEN indi-
cated, in 1907 President Theodore Roo-
sevelt created the Arkansas National 
Forest on reserved public lands south 
of the Arkansas River. And by 1926 
President Calvin Coolidge issued an 
Executive order to change the name of 
the forest to the Ouachita National 
Forest, named after the Ouachita 
Mountains, which stretch from near 
the center of Arkansas to southeast 
Oklahoma, and after the principal river 
which drains the national forest, the 
Ouachita River. 

For the past 100 years, the Ouachita 
National Forest has remained a vast, 
magnificent region that offers spectac-
ular recreation, scenic and wilderness 
areas for numerous visitors from 
throughout the world. The forest pro-
vides an array of activities, ranging 
from ATV recreational activities and 
opportunities, to hiking and to moun-
tain biking to horseback riding trails 
and swimming. The forest also con-
tains five lakes, often referred to as 
‘‘Diamond Lakes,’’ which are known 
for their crystal clear quality and 
beautiful scenery. 

In addition to the scenic views and 
outdoor activities the forest has to 
offer, the Ouachita National Forest is 
also one of the only places in the 
United States that contains an incred-
ible crater area which allows visitors 
and rock collectors to dig for real dia-
monds and quartz crystals. 

Today the Ouachita National Forest 
also includes more than 1.8 million 
acres in Arkansas and eastern Okla-
homa, and provides timber and forestry 
products throughout the United States. 

And while the word ‘‘Ouachita’’ is 
the French spelling of the Native 
American word for ‘‘good hunting 
ground,’’ the forest also contains six 
locations that have been designated as 
wilderness areas covering 65,000 acres. 
These areas provide environmentally 
safe habitats for wildlife and fish, in-
cluding many threatened and endan-
gered species, as well as watershed pro-
tection and improvement and wilder-
ness area management. 

This resolution honors and recog-
nizes all the important services and 
contributions that the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest continues to make avail-
able to visitors all across our country 
and throughout the world who come 
here to visit and to the spirit and prac-
tice of ensuring that our natural re-
sources remain sources of pride for our 
citizens, our communities and, yes, our 
Nation. 

I’m proud to sponsor a resolution 
commemorating its 100th anniversary, 
and I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of House Resolution 390 today 
and honor Ouachita National Forest’s 
centennial celebration. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers on this matter, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 390. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RIVERSIDE-CORONA FEEDER 
WATER SUPPLY ACT 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1139) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to plan, design 
and construct facilities to provide 
water for irrigation, municipal, domes-
tic, and other uses from the Bunker 
Hill Groundwater Basin, Santa Ana 
River, California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1139 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Riverside- 
Corona Feeder Water Supply Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this Act, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘District’’ means 
the Western Municipal Water District, Riv-
erside County, California. 

(2) PROJECT.—The term ‘‘Project’’ means 
the Riverside-Corona Feeder Project and as-
sociated facilities. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. PLANNING, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE RIVERSIDE-CORONA FEED-
ER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Western Municipal Water 
District, is authorized to participate in the 
planning, design, and construction of a water 
supply project, the Riverside-Corona Feeder, 
which includes 20 groundwater wells, ground-
water treatment facilities, water storage and 
pumping facilities, and 28 miles of pipeline in 
San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, Cali-
fornia. 

(b) AGREEMENTS AND REGULATIONS.—The 
Secretary may enter into such agreements 
and promulgate such regulations as are nec-
essary to carry out this section. 

(c) FEDERAL COST SHARE.— 
(1) PLANNING, DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION.—The 

Federal share of the cost to plan, design, and 
construct the project described in subsection 
(a) shall be not more than 25 percent of the 
total cost of the project, not to exceed 
$50,000,000. 

(2) STUDIES.—The Federal share of the cost 
to complete the necessary planning studies 
associated with the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 50 percent of the 
total study cost and shall be included as part 
of the limitation on funds provided in para-
graph (1). 

(d) IN-KIND SERVICES.—In-kind services 
performed by the Western Municipal Water 
District shall be part of the local cost share 
to complete the project described in sub-
section (a). 

(e) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the 
Secretary under this section shall not be 

used for operation or maintenance of the 
project described in subsection (a). 

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary to carry out this Act $50,000,000 or 
25 percent of the total cost of the Project, 
whichever is less. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) 
and the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CANNON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The purpose of H.R. 1139, as amended, 
is to authorize the Secretary of the In-
terior to plan, design and construct 
water facilities for municipal, domestic 
irrigation and other uses in the Bunker 
Hill Groundwater Basin, Santa Ana 
River in California. 

H.R. 1139, as amended, would author-
ize limited Federal financial assistance 
for the design and construction of 20 
groundwater wells, groundwater treat-
ment facilities, water storage and 
pumping facilities and 28 miles of pipe-
line in San Bernardino and Riverside 
Counties of California. 

b 1450 

The West, now more than ever, must 
explore and identify new ways of pro-
viding a reliable water supply to meet 
the current and future water demands 
of a rapidly growing population. H.R. 
1139, as amended, seeks to accomplish 
this by building new pipelines and in-
frastructure that would allow for the 
storage of conserved water in ground-
water basins. 

This project would also serve to pro-
vide a critical emergency supply, aid in 
groundwater cleanup, and reduce de-
pendence on the Colorado River and 
the very sensitive Bay-Delta. 

I thank Mr. CALVERT for his efforts 
on this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
1139, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1139. H.R. 
1139, sponsored by the distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior to assist the Western Munic-
ipal Water District in the planning, de-
sign, and construction of the Riverside- 
Corona Feeder. This project includes 
water storage, pumping facilities, and 
28 miles of pipeline in San Bernardino 
and Riverside Counties, California. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:18 Jul 28, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 J:\CRONLINE\2007BA~3\2007NE~2\H05JN7.REC H05JN7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

70
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5941 June 5, 2007 
This legislation, as amended, is an-

other step toward ‘‘drought proofing’’ 
Southern California and also reduces 
the region’s dependence on imported 
water supplies, while providing limited 
Federal assistance. I urge my col-
leagues to support this important 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. CALVERT). 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, the Riv-
erside-Corona Feeder Water Supply Act 
represents an important investment in 
the water infrastructure in western 
Riverside County, California, one of 
the fastest-growing regions in this 
country. 

At a time when water demand con-
tinues to grow due to the West’s in-
creasing population, traditional water 
sources have been confronted by a pro-
longed drought and other environ-
mental challenges. In fact, just last 
week California water officials turned 
off the huge pumps that send water to 
Southern California from the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta to protect 
a tiny imperiled fish. While the shut-
down is only scheduled to last a week 
or two, it is a stark reminder that 
Southern California must continue to 
reduce its dependence on imported 
water from the Delta and the Colorado 
River. 

The Western Municipal Water Dis-
trict provides water service to western 
Riverside County and serves a popu-
lation of more than 600,000 people. The 
purpose of the Riverside-Corona Feeder 
water supply project is to capture and 
store water in wet years in order to in-
crease Western’s firm water supplies, 
provide a cost-effective water supply, 
and improve water quality. 

New wet year water will come from 
local runoff, including regulated re-
leases from Seven Oaks Dam and the 
State Water Project and stored in San 
Bernardino groundwater basins. To de-
liver the stored water to consumers in 
Western’s service area, the project will 
provide for new groundwater pumping 
and pipeline capability. As an addi-
tional benefit, the Riverside-Corona 
Feeder will provide the means to con-
trol water tables, thereby reducing liq-
uefaction dangers in the Colton and 
San Bernardino communities. Addi-
tionally, the project improves local 
water quality as perchlorate and other 
contaminants would be removed from 
the basin when water is extracted from 
the well heads via the Riverside-Corona 
Feeder. 

I applaud Western and our local 
elected officials in Western Riverside 
County for taking bold, proactive steps 
in meeting our region’s current and fu-
ture water demand. In particular, I 
would like to acknowledge the leader-
ship of Western’s General Manager, 
John Rossi, as well as the Western 
board members, Charles Field, Tom 
Evans, Brenda Dennstedt, Don 
Galleano, and Al Lopez. I also want to 
thank my good friend GRACE 
NAPOLITANO, the chairwoman of the 

Water and Power Subcommittee, for 
her leadership and support of my legis-
lation. 

I think it is crucial that we recognize 
and assist communities that are work-
ing to reduce their reliance on im-
ported water, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the Riverside-Co-
rona Feeder Water Supply Act. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1139, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONJUNCTIVE USE OF SURFACE 
AND GROUNDWATER IN JUAB 
COUNTY, UTAH 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1736) to amend the Reclama-
tion Projects Authorization and Ad-
justment Act of 1992 to provide for con-
junctive use of surface and ground-
water in Juab County, Utah. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1736 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONJUNCTIVE USE OF SURFACE AND 

GROUNDWATER IN JUAB COUNTY, 
UTAH. 

Section 202(a)(2) of the Reclamation 
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act 
of 1992 (Public Law 102–575) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘Juab,’’ after ‘‘Davis,’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) 
and the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CANNON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The purpose of H.R. 1736, as intro-
duced by our distinguished colleague 
from Utah (Mr. CANNON), is to amend 
the Reclamation Projects Authoriza-
tion and Adjustment Act of 1992 to pro-
vide for conjunctive use of surface 
water and groundwater in Juab Coun-
ty, Utah. 

H.R. 1736, when enacted, would au-
thorize a water resources feasibility 
study for the city of Juab, Utah. This 
study includes groundwater recharge 
and management, as well as a review of 
the joint use of surface water and 
groundwater. 

The assessment and evaluation of 
current water resources is essential to 
understanding the needs of the commu-
nity and the environment. H.R. 1736 
seeks to provide the technical informa-
tion needed by the city of Juab. 

I thank Mr. CANNON for his hard work 
on this legislation and urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
1736. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1736. I would 
like to begin by thanking the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands for her 
kind comments and background on this 
bill. 

H.R. 1736 passed the House of Rep-
resentatives last Congress, and I re-
introduced this legislation earlier this 
year. This bill will benefit many of my 
constituents by allowing Juab County 
to become eligible for funding for con-
junctive use under the Central Utah 
Project. Precious water resources in 
Utah are highly valued and maximizing 
existing water resources efficiently is 
imperative. 

The Bonneville Unit of the Central 
Utah Project was planned to develop 
and export water from the high Uinta 
Mountains in the eastern part of the 
State and bring it to the populated 
Wasatch Front. 

As originally planned, Juab County 
would have received a large amount of 
water. However, due to alterations in 
the original plan, much of that water is 
planned for use in the Wasatch, Utah, 
and Salt Lake Counties. While efforts 
will continue to identify and secure 
substantial additional water supplies 
for Juab, there are near-term steps 
that can be taken to help the county 
meet its current needs and growing de-
mands. This legislation will facilitate 
one of those near-term steps. 

H.R. 1736 will allow Juab County to 
become eligible for funding for studies 
and construction of conjunctive use 
projects by amending the Reclamation 
Projects Authorization and Adjust-
ment Act of 1992. Allowing Juab Coun-
ty to be eligible to receive funds under 
the Central Utah Project Completion 
Act will allow the county to maximize 
surface water flows and groundwater 
sources by storing flows in existing 
aquifers. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1736. 
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